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THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 


Official Report of the Thirteenth Session* 

Volume LXII— No. 2. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act» 1935. 

Thk Assemhly met in the Assembly lloiise, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 9th March, 1942, at 8-‘j0 a.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Sjieaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizul Hauue, (M.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Cliair, 9 Hon’ble Ministers and 199 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral antwers were ghren) 

Leave to seourity prisoner Sreejut Deb Kumar Ghosh. 

*99. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULIl (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
on receipt of the telegraphic news of the illness of his mother, security 
pVisoner Sreejut Deb Kumar (iiiosh, at present detained in Hijli Special 
Jail, has applied to the Qafc'ernment for leave to go borne? 

(b) If HO, whether the leave has been granted to him? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (thi Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq>i (a) Tes. 

(h) No. 

(c) I bad an inquiry instituted and Have been infoeoied that the 
present condition of the prisoner’s mother is not such to warrant the 
grant of any leave to him. I am also informed that the prisoner abused 
his privilege on a previous occasion. 
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QUESTIONS. 


[9th March, 


Sriiut IMRENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to explain how he abused his privilege on a previous 
occasion ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am informed that he got 
into communication with persons against whom communication was 
restricted. 

Persons dealt with under Defence of India Rules in Bengal. 

MOO. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULY; (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) the number of persons dealt with under the Defence of India 

Holes in Bengal up till now as — 

(1) security prisoners, 

(2) interned, 

(3) ex tern ed, and 

(4) persons whose movements have been restricted in other 
ways; and 

(n) wliether the Government is considering tlie desirability of 

releasing the aforesaid persons? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state the reason therefor? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: {a ) (i) The infonnation 
desired in the form by the lionourable member is not available. By the 
middle of January, 1942, however, the figures were, for individuals 
dealt with for “political” or anti-war activities — 

(1) 273. 

(2) to (4) 2,011. 

(ii) No. 

(h) Their release is not considered expedient in the public interest. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN; With reference to answer (/>), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is considering the 
desirability of setting up a competent Tribunal to consider if their 
release is not really expedient in the public interest? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Sir. That question 
is being considered. 
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BalM NARENORA NARAYAN OHAKRABARTY: , 

^crtinr to ^TO^ 1%, (T ’TTO Security Prisoners 

. ^'?hr ^«rr— etrot^' '*rtcTO <ii^ ^rtwsn - 

Wt TOC^ f 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That information is not 
available, but I take it as a notice ami I will answer it later on. 

Ban on Muslim League Meetings within Noakhali District. 

*101. Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department aware that all meetings of the Muslim 
lieague which were due to be held at Lakshimpur, Sonaiinuri, Sandwip 
and Habiganj in the district of Noakhali were prohibited by the District 
Magistrate ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, wdll the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons therefor P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(h) The reasons are given in the District Magistrate’s letter, a copy 
of which is laid on the Library Table. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to explain how the speeches directed against the personnel of 
the Ministry were considered objectionable under the Defenc-e of India 
Rules P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It was oousidered by the 
District Magistnite in his judgment. I cannot siiy anything further. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Ihies the Government agree to 
that view of the District Magistrate P 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Why notP 

Mr. SPEAKER: After all that is your opinion. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That may be the wrong inter- 
pretation of the District Magistnite. That is why I wanted to enquire 
from Government whether they agreed with the view tliat the speeches 
directed again.st the personnel of the Ministry come within the mischief 
of the Defence of India Rules. Can I put a question like that? 
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QUESTIONS. 


[9th Maech, 


Mr. SPEAKER: You caniiot ask for the opinion of Oovemment; 
you con ask for information. You will see that under the rules opinion 
is not permissible. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Our question is whether 

Government a^freed to the judgment of the District Magistrate. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is it in the past tense? If it is in the past tense 
then it is admissible, but if it is in the future, it is not admissible. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, it is in the past tense. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: We had no reason to 

consider thut question at all. The order was passed by the Magistrate 
on his oWn responsibility and we received no representation to consider 
that matter. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, is that the answer to 
my question? My question was whether Government agreed to the 
jmlgineiit of the District Magistrate? 

Mr« SPEAKER: He has said that no such question arose. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Does the Hon ble Minister 
(X)nsider the desirability of making this point clear and issue a circular 
to all the District Magistrates that if speeches are delivered against the 
personnel of the Ministry in a con.stitutional manner, they should not 
come under the mischief of the Defence of India Kules? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Government does not 
consider it neceswiry, beouuse the District Magistivites can be trusted 
to exercise their discretional judgment properly, 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In this case. Sir, the District 
Magistrate’s view was 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is another matter. 

Refusal of District Magistrate of Bogra to grant permission to students 
to hold meeting. 

M02. Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: {a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Dffpartment aware that the District Magistrate 
refused to grant permission to the Musljipi students of Bogra to hold a 
meeting in the town on the 15th January, 1942? 
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(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons for 
the refusal of the permission. 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

( 6 ) There was an apprehension that the meeting would be made the 
occasion for a breach of the peare. The conveners of the meeting 
agreed to abandon the proposal upon an understanding with a rival 
group. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister l>« 
pleased to state who are the rival groups and how this agreement was 
arrived at? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ • I (<111 tell ray honourable 
friend tliat one of the gixuips was lieaded by the honourable lueniber 
himself 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Thai is not a fact. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The (piestion whether it is a fact or not does not 
arise. 

Khan Bahadur MDHAMMED ALI. Sir, we have not yet heard the 
reply of the Uou’ble Minister fully. 

The Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 am speaking from the 
repf>rt. I have no personal knowledge. The refwrt says tliat one of 
the groups was headed by the lionoumble member himself and the 
other group was headed by one or two members of an organisation, 
who are now member.^ of the l^mgressive (kwilition Party. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Tlmt was not the supple- 
mentary que.stion put. I want to know what was the understanding 
and how the question of akindoning the meeting arose. What were 
the terms of the agreement? Will the Hoirble Minister be pleased to 
etate what understanding was arrived at? 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIfl BARKAR: ^You know it very well. 

‘The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There is nothing on record 
to show that, hut the report indicates that “there was a difference 
between the two organisations and in sordlrlbfiD or other there was an 
agreement but as to what it -was is not disclosed in the report. 
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Kliifl Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
consider the desirability of inakinjf an enquiry as to the authenticity 
or veracity of the report? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not think it neces- 
sary to do so. The matter has been settled and I do not want to reopen 
it. 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: But the statement is not 
correct. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that you can say whether the 
District Magistrate was right or wrong. You can ask a fresh question 
if you like. 


Home internment of the Secretary, Muslim League, Noakhali. 

M03. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department aw’are that the Secretary, District 
Muslim League of Noakhali, has been home interned for 3 months by 
the District Magistrate of Noakhali with effect from the 17th January, 
1942? 

(b) If so, will the Hori^Ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 
therefor ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister l)e jdeased to state what was his 
professional income before his internment? 

(d) Is the ITon’ble Minister considering the desirability of giving 
him an allow^ance during the i>eriO(l of his internment? 

The Hon’hio Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) A ixrson so described 
has l»een so restricted. 

(b\ For theiuaintenance of public peace and order. 

(c) I have no information. 

(d) A reqiu'st of this kind has not been received. 


Arrest of Muslim League workers in Tippera. 

*104. Mr. K, NOORUDDIN: (a) Is the Hon^le Minister in charge 
of the Home Department aware — ^ 

(t) that certain Muslim League members were arrested at Paschim- 
gaon (Laksham), Tipi^era; and 

(ti) that a number of persons were attacked by tbe police with lathu 
a mile away from the Leksham atation ? 
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(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon ’hie 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) the reasons thereof; and 

(ii) whether he is contemplating taking any steps in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (i) and (b) (i) No such 
arrest was made by the police at Paschiingaon, police-stalioii Laksham. 

Three {lersons were, however, arrested on the 22nd January, 1942, 
at Haulaiganj, {mlice-station Laksham, for organising and leading an 
unauthorised procession in violation of the District Magistrate’s general 
prohibitory order under the Defence of India Rule. They were con- 
victed under rule .'>(](■/) of (be Defence of India Hules and seiUence<l to 
iniprisonnient till the rising of the court on the 31st January, 1942. 

(«) (ii) No. 

(h) (ii) Does not arise. 

Introduction of compulsory primary education in Rajshahi. 

M05. Mauivi M. MOSLEM ALI MOLLAH: (a) Will the Hou’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Depariaidnt b<^ pleased to state in 
how many districts of Dengal ciunpulftory primary education scheme has 
since In^en introduced? 

(h) Do the (foverninent contemplate the introduction of the said 
scheme in the district of Kajshahi in near future? 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the, affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when it is likely to l>e introduceil in that 
district ? 

• MINISTER) in charge of the EDUCATION and COMMERCE and 
LABOMR DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’bie Khan Bahadur M. Abdul 

Karim): {a) None. 

(b) No. 

(r) Doe.s not arise. 

Imposition of education csee in Estate, 24-Pargafiii. 

M06. Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: in) Is the Hon’hle Minister 
in charge of the Ekiucation Department aware of the imixmition of the 
education cess in the Sundarban Estates of the district^ of 24-I^arganas ? 

(b) If 80 , will he be pleased to stat^^ 

(i) the amounts of cess realised' from t|ke said area (f^tiiig the last 
year; and * 
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(it) the sum spent for the development of education therein? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering* the desirability of taking 
necessary steps for spending the full amount of cesses realised for the 
education of the people of the said area ? 

Thf Hotl’Wa Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM l The member is 
referred to the reply given to starred question No. 87 on the 25th „ 
February, 1942. 


Relief to flood-etrioken people of Babang thana, Midnapora. 

MOT.* Mr. DEBENDRA LAL KHAN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department aware that the last flood, in 
Ortol)er, IfMl, in the river Kele (ihai has caused damages to about 64 
villages within thana Sabang in the district of Midnapore? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken by the 
Government to alleviate the distress of the people of the said area? 

(c) Do the Government contemplate granting gratuitous relief to 
the said flood-stricken people? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee): (o) Almut 55 villages were 
aft'ected by tlie Hood. No exteiiidve damage was reported to have been 
caused except in <» few villages. 

(5) and (c) The following amounts have been distributed for the relief 
t)f the people of the affected area: — 

Rs. 

Gratuitous relief ... 2,000 

House building grant ... l^OOO 

Agricultural loan ... 16,000 


Distress in Tippenu 

M08. »|r. 8HAHED.ALI; (fi) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
c»f the Revenue l)e])i|tment aware that an acuto distress is prevailing 
in some portions of 4he distinct of Tippers, due to t^e d^tmction of jute, 
aus and Pouth paddy eropt? T 
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(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what relief, if any, has bee& given by the 
^ Government in the shape of — 

(1) agricultural loan, 

(2) gratuiUms relief, and 

(3) test relief measure 

(the amount to be shown separately in each Union under each head)P 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister l)e pleased to state how many deaths 
have been reported by the chaukidars in the Natherpetua Union, police- 
station liuksbam, district Tippera, as due to starvation P 

(d) Is it a fact that Ulfaternessa, daughter of Kajjabali, of the 
village Sakchail, police-Ktution Laksham, Sadar subdivision, district 
Tippera. died on the I7(h Kartick, 1348, of starvation, and Huhimjan 
Bibi, wife of Asrabali, of village Ilhainaghar, police-station Laksham, 
district Tippera, died of starvation in Aawin, 1348 P 

(f;) Has the Hon’ble Minister received any re[)ort from any member 
of the Bengal Legislative Assembly — 

(/) about the napnrcments (»f the people of the affected localities; 
arid 

in) about the deatfjs ot many persons due to starvati >n or due to 
diseases arising out ot starvation P 

if) If I lie an^vM r to clause (c) in) i.s in the affirmative, will the 
llon’lib* Miiii>(ci be plca.Hcd to state uhetlier any emjuiry has been 
made into th<* niatterP 


The Hon'ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) There was 

some distress. 

i/t) Aj-'Fleultural loan — Us. 7, 00,1 19. 

Gratuitous relief— K 8.82,041-3-9 and Its. 1 ,16,351-11-9 (Paddy 
husking). 

Tetii relief-R8.24, 961-6-9. 

The aimmnt given, Union hy Union, is shown in a siaiement laid 
on the Library Table. 

(c) None. 

(d) No. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) Yes. On enquiry by Belief Officers if trantpued t^t there was 
DO death due to starvation. 
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[9 th Mabch, 


Mr. DHItlENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hoa’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us when the enquiry was made whether the member 
who reported about the death due to starvation was allowed to be 
present ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have no 
information on that iK)int. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state wliat is the basis of his answer to question (c) ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The basis of 
the answer is the report of the local officials. I have got the report 
here. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pi wised to state whether it is a fact tliat Itajjabali made a definite 
statoinent to the member who inspected the locality that the death 
was due to starvation and that the chaukidar and the members of the 
Union Ikwird also subscribed to that statement'^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 have not 
got that document with me. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Uon’ble Minister 
be pleased to accept the statement if it is handed over to him now ^ 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Yes, most 
certainly. I shall be very glad to hold a further enquiry if I am given 
an opiKU't unity. 


Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: ^ 

iPR ^ OT I 'Si? c^pfi 'mcf 

fVSt? “On enquiry starvation’’ f%f? sflfif Cf >5 WR, 

?1 '$1? report 4171!:^, 'SlT® 'SRtSU? I tfiF'f ?Tl?1? 

(TfS 3mn Roc? c? w?. f%f? #1?? 'srtcf? i ’Fit?? 

’r'ti fws!t?i *111% 'sw c? '«r?»nii? cRtc?? or '^nlslw? 

'RP't f?'?! ’»?»tl!flaRi TiF't ?rlf«rgTr Tnr%! ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, that question does not arise. I do 
not think that anybody can answer whether the death w;as due to any 
disease arising out of starvation. 
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Bibtt NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRAtARTYs ^Sir, 
tTjSl YCfCY i ^ti\ wm CTO ♦fft? 1 

CY8^ (Xtf Sir, (Laughter) i tY CS tY ^ »ni I 

NofHigriottItural Ttntnoy Bill. 

•IBS. Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAILs {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in oharge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state 
whether the (tovernment eontemplate the introduction and passing of a 
Noii-Agriculturul Tenancy Bill during the present Budget Session of 
the Assembly? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the HonTde Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Government are considering the desira* 
bility of extending the tenn of the Bengal Non-Agriculturul Tenancy 
(Temporary Provisions) Act. 1940 (Bengal Act IX of 1940)? 

The Hon'ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANiRdEEl (n) No. 

(h) Yes. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
ploiised to tell ih if the Government oonteniplate the introduction and 
pu^*»!ng of a Bill during the current session of the Assembly? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Not during 
the current session, for this reason tlmt there is already a Bill know^n 
as the Bengal Non-Agri('ul(ural Tenancy (Teinjwrary Provisions) Bill. 
The Government is extending the life of that Bill with a view' to 
bunging forward a oomprehensive Non 'Agricultural Tenancy Bill us 
oarl\ as jK)ssible. 


Introduction of the Bongai Non-AgrioulturM Tenanoy Bill. 

*110. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ, (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department aware that the tenants holding 
Chandina rights (tenants at wilp in the tow'ns, markets and municipal 
areas, etc., are liable to ejectment? 

(h) If so, do the Government contemplate the introduction and 
passjng of the Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill at an early date? 

' The Hon’blo Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANlRditl (a) Yea. 

(b) Yea; the matter will be taken up as aoon aa possible. 


2 
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Printing orvotort* lists for Csntral Legislative Assembly and amount 
allotted for Mymeneingh. 

•111. Mr. CIASUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in* 
charge of the Home (Constitution and Elections) Department be pleased 
to state — 

(a) what was the amount allotted to the district of Mymensingh 
for the purpose of printing the list of voters for the Central 
Legislative Assembly; and 

(h) what are the names of the presses which were entrusted with 
the work of printing such list? 

The Hon’ble Mrs As Ko FAZLUL HUQ: (a) A lump sum was allotted 
for expenditure under the head “Elections for Ijegislatures” in which 
no separate amount was earmarked for printing the electoral rolls for 
the Indian I/egislative Assembly, the charge for which is also debitable 
against the same head. 

(6) 1. Charu Press, Mymensingh. 

2. Sen Press, Mymensingh. 

3. Fdayaii Press, Mymensingh. 

4. Lily Press, Mymensingh. 

5. Milan Press, Mymensingh. 

(). District Board Press, Mymensingh. 

7. Kamala Press, Mymensingh. 

Pty and proapoots of inferior Covornmont servants. 

•112. Mr. DHANANilOY ROY: (o) With reference to the reply 
given to unstarred question No. 28 of the 4th August last, will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to 
state whether the Government has as yet come to any final decision in 
the matter V 

(b) If so, what are their decisions? 

(<‘) If the answer to clause (a) above be in the negative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when the Government expect to 
reach a final Sidtlement in this direction? 

MINISTER in ohargo^of Iho FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tha 
Hon’bla Dr. tyamaprasad Mookar)aa): (a) No. 

(6) Does not arise. ^ 
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(c) Government feel that the present disturbed times ave not appro- 
priate times in which to consider the revision of the pay scales of 
menials. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be plwised 
to state whether it is in the contemplation of Government to d«) any- 
thing for ameliorating the lot of these poor piuil people? 

The Hoii’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD M00KER4EE: Dearness 
allowance of Re. 1 has l)een granted and nn additional ruj>ee has also 
been sanctioned in some oases. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: After these abnormal times hove 
passed away, is it in the contemplation of Government to ameliorate the 
lot of these people? 

The Hon’bla Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: It is didicult 
for me to predict what will be done after the abnormal times have 
blown over. 


Enforoement of the Bengal 8ho|is and Establishments Act, 1940, in 

Chittggong. 

•113. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: (rt) AV’^ill the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Commerce and liabour Department be pleased to state when the 
Bengal Shops and Establishments Art, 1940 (Bengal Act XVI of 1940), 
would be enforced in the town of Chittagong? 

(/;) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons for 
the delay in enforcing the Act in the said town? 

• Tha Hon’Ms Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIMt The Act came inlo 
force in Calcutta and its suburbs and the Howrah Municipal area only 
with effect from the 1st April, 1941. We want to have some experience 
of the working of a measure of this kind, before it is decided to extend 
its application to other areas. There is also the question (»f staff. 
Already a Chief Inspector and 12 Inspectors with 12 peons have been 
appointed for the administration of the Act in the Calcutta area. The 
Act can be extended to other areas b}^ notification and we shall extend 
it as soon as it is clear that conditions for such extension are suitable. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: With^egard to suitable condition, 
w'ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what are those conditions 
that the Government want to be fulfilled so that the Act may be 
extended to Chittagong and other areas P 
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Ttit Hofi’Jiiit Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: In the present 
cdrcumstances the conditions are principally financial and also war 
conditions. 

Mft ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Is it a fact that this Act was 
applied simply to remove the hardship of shop assistants? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M, ABDUL KARIM: Yes, it was so. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the Hon’ble Minister of opinion 
that the shop assistants in the mofnssil areas are not undergoing the 
same hardship and that the conditions in those localities are different? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tliat question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Then I shall put the question in 
a different way. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
he will consider the desirability of removing the grievances of shop 
assistants in the mofussil areas who are lalvouring under the very same 
difficulties under which the shop assistants in Calcutta were labouring 
before 1940? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; That is very 
near to our heart, 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Uon ble Minister be 
phxised to state what are the reasons to discriminate these two classes 
of shop assistants, one in Calcutta area and the other in mofussil area? 

Mr. SPEAKER; It is provided in the Act. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(aiuwere to which were laid on the table) 

Internment of certain persons in Noakhali. 

56. Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN (Dacca): (o) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Horae Department aware — 

(i) that five leading Mu.slims of Noakhali have been home-interned 
by the orders of the District Magistrate; 

(it) that they are meml)ers and office-bearers of the Muslim League ; 
and 
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(tu) that one of them is required to report himself tS the police* 
station every Sunday, 14 miles away from his villagfeP 

(b) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons of such internment? 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (i) Orders were issued 
restricting six Muslims to their homes. 

(ft) I have no information as to their meml)ershij) of or office in the 
Muslim I.»eague hut it would appear that they are in some w^ay connected 
therewith. 

(iii) Such a requirement was imiKtsed hut has now been withdrawn. 

(b) Their restriction was considered by the local officer to be neces- 
sary for the maintenance of public order and to prevent the commission 
of prejudicial acts. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if these internment orders were passed just before the 
arrival of the Ilon’ble Ministers concerned in Noakholi? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Some time before. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Will the Iloirble Minister be pWsed 
to give us an idea of the nature (»f the prejudicial acts that were likely 
to \ie committed by these persons? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; As regards Maulvi 
Mujilwr llahmaii, he has been asked to show cfuise agairi.st prosecution 
under the Defence of Indta Rule 56 for viobition of the condition under 
•which he was permitted to take out a procession (shouted slogans in 
support of the Muslim Lejigue leaders) and mused a breach of the 
peace at the station. He distributed pamphlets attacking the Hon^ble 
the Chief Minister and throwing aspersions on the Hindu religion, 
culture and civilisation mlcuilated to wound their feelings. Action ia 
being taken against him for such prejudicial activities under Defenod 
of India Rule H8 rea<l with Rule 34. Xot content with this he visited 
all the places which the Hon'ble the Chief Minister would visiting 
and organised hostile demonstrations; he also excited the Muslims by 
appealing to their communal passions. In the circumstances stated it 
was necessary to intern him at his village home with restrictions on hia 
activities. 

So far as Maulvi Siddiqullah is concerned, be is a clerk and an 
associate of Maulvi Mujilxir Rahman and is an accomplice of the latter 
in his unlawful activities. Similar oction was also taken against him. 
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So far m Maulvis Wahidulkh Chowdhury, Ziauddin Haider, Ehaje 
Ahmed and Sultan Ahmed are concerned, Khaje Ahmed is engaged in 
subversive activities CHjnnected with the Feni Khaksar Babini. The 
other three along with him were working together to bring about dis- 
location in the administration by promulgating class hatred and dis- 
tributing highly objectiomible and inflammatory leaflets, and inciting 
the students of the Feni College and the Muslim masses against the 
supjK)rters of ^he present Ministry and particularly the two M.L.A.’s 
of Feni. They held secret political meetings inside mosques without 
permission, in defiance of the District Magistrate’s orders under the 
Defence of India Hules. They were therefore interned in their homes 
under the Defence of India Rule 2fi. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be plea.sed 
to state if it is the policy of this Government to use the Defence of 
India Rules for any demonstration against the present Miiiistrj^r' 

The Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is not the policy of 
the present (Government, but it is the discretion of the District Magis- 
trates which ought to prevail as Sir Nazimuddin ought to know. 

Khwaia Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is absolutely incorrect to si\y that 
District Magistrates w^ere given the jmwer of discretion to take action 
against any re(X)gnised or subversive organisjition. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI. Will the IToiride Minister be ple^ised to state 
whether the District Magistrate of Tippera asked the Krishak-Proja 
people not to hold any meeting in the district wdth regard to jute and 
jute affairs and the Ministry during the time of the ex-Home Minister, 
Sir Naziniuddin, who evaded all responsibility on the plea that it was 
within the discretion of the District Magistrate concerned ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: That (|uestion does not orise. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state w'hat were the reasons for the enforcement of the order 
requiring certain person.^ to re{>ort tlieniselves to the police at a distance 
of 14 miles from tlieir homes and what also were the reiisons for the 
W’ithdrawal of that orders 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; The reason for withdrawal 
was that a joint re])resentation was made to the District Magistrate 
that it was ujconvenient for them to report to the thana. I may 
mention that practically all these orders have now been withdrawn. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he has perused a copy of the leaflet and whether it i8 
in his )H)ssessiou ? 
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TNl Hon’ble Mr, A, K, FAZLUL HUQ: I have iiot any copy. 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he has perused itP 

Mr, SPEAKER: How ran he? He says he has not got it. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. lie says he has not got it with 
him but he has not .said that lie has not received it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has said that he has not received a copy. 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon'ble Minister l)e pleased 
k) state whether he has received reports of the speeches that are said to 
tiave been made in inoscjues by Khaje Ahmed? 

Tha Hon'bla Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 have not seen the 
*e|H)rt . 

Mr, ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 am lal>our- 
ng under a serious difficulty. If one Minister or two Ministers are 
opposed to lie (‘onceriied with sopielhing, would those Ministers be 
ustified in calling themselves Government and thus bringing in the 
•rovisions of law'? I seek your ruling on that i>oint beciiuse out of 
hat will arise certain supplementary (|uestious. 

Mr, SPEAKER: It it is a controversial matter, I am afraid it is 
ifficult for me to give a ruling, but if it is not u controversial matter 
ou know the answer. 

KhwHj® Sir NAZIMUDOIN: Ls it the policy of the present 
[inistry that for Muslims to as.semhle in inoH(}ues permission should 
e sought ? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No. 

.Distribution of certain pamphlets. 

67. Mr. K, NOORUDDIN: (a) Is the Hon’hlc Mini/fter in .dmrge 

the Home Department aw*arp — 

(0 that Maulvi Abdul Hakim and Afazuddin Ahmad of Lakahim* 
pur were recently distributing pamphlets relating to the 
visit of Ministers and that the jKilice snatch^^d them away; 
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(it) tha^ Maulvi Abdul Hakim of Lakshimpur gave an order to a 
press to print gome pamphlets and that the police took away 
the original drafts of the pamphlets from the jiress and 
warned the printers not to print them ; and 

(ni) that notice has been served on the Islamia Press, Noakhali, by 
the District Magistrate to show cause why certain handbills 
were printed by them? 

(/j) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons for such actions? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whctlier the 
Oovernment are contemplating taking steps in the matter? 

The Hon*bte Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (n) (?) and (ii) The Super- 
intendent of Police and the District Magistrate are unaware of any 
•uch allegation. 

(m) No: the Managing Director of the Press has been served vith 
an order to show cause against action in accordance with the law. 

(fj) As regards (n) (i) and (/i), the question does not uiisc. As 
regards (a) (tVi), the press appears to be an undeclared press as defined 
in section 12 (11) of the Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Act, 1931. 

(c) No. • 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon'ble Minister he 
pletised to state the nature of the order on the Managing Director of 
the Press? 

Tho Hon'bta Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have not got the order. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Was tlie order in respect qf 
the publication of the bandbills referred to in clause (a){ii{)? 

The Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have got nothing 
further to add to the answer that has Wen given here. 


Average death rate from malaria in 1941. 

58. Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Public Health and Ijocal Self-Government 
Department be pleased to lay on the Table a statement showing for 
the year 1941 — 

(t) the average death rate per thousand of population from malaria 
in the different districts of the Province; and 
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(ti) the districtB where the death rate from malaria* is on the 
increaae P 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what special steps, 
if any, have been taken or are ])roposed to be taken to check the increase 
in those districts? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Santoeh 
Kumar Basu): {aHn A statement is laid on the Library Table. 

(//) and (b) The member is requested to refer to the answer given 
by me to Assenibly unstarred question No. 8, dated the lOth February, 
1942, during the current session. A Hup])lementnry statement showing 
the special steps which have been taken and are proposed to be taken to 
check the increase of malaria in the districts mentioned in the statement 
is also laid on the Library Table. 


Extension of senrioe of Inspector of Septio Tank Installations. 

S9. Mr. K. NOORUDDINS Will the Hou’ble Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to 
state — 


(a) whether the present Inspector of Septic Tank Installations has 

been granted any extension of service; 

(b) if so, for what period; 

. (c) whether a certain doctor was proposed for i)romotion to the 

iwst; and 

(d) if so, the reason why he has not been promoted.^ 

TK# Hoti’bia Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U; (a) and (b) It is 

proposed to grant an extension of service for one year to Dr. A. C. Roy 
Chowdbury, Inspector of Septic Tank Installations, subject to the 
approval of the Cabinet. 

(c) and {d) It was suggested by my predecessor that a Muslim 
officer should be selected for training before final ap]>ointmcnt but as 
this may contravene the provisions of the Public Service Commission 
Regulations and method of recruitment to the jKWit I propose to rccon- 
iider the matter. 
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Notioe on oortain Mutlim League members by the District Magistrate of 

Noakhali. 

60. Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that the District Magistrate of Noakhali has served notice 
upon certain licague members of the Noakhali district to show cause as 
to why they would not he prosecuted y 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the charges for which the said notice has been served; and 

(ii) whether he is considering the desirability of having the notices 

withdrawn P 

(c) If the answer to (h) (if) is in the negative, will the Hon’hle 
Minister l)e pleased to state the reason thereof? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) and (6) (?) Notices to 
show cause have been issued against the following, some of whom are 
understood to be connected with the Muslim I^eague — 

(1) Maulvi Mojihur Rahman for an offence under Defence of India 
Rule 5G ; and 

(1?) Muulvis Abdul Hakim, Abdul Majid Chaudhuri, Abdul Majid 
and Abdul Guni for offences under the ordinary criminal law. 

(//) and (r) I have no intention to interfere in the manner proposed 
with the administration of the criminal law. The individuals named in 
(2) above have shown cause and no further action has been taken in 
respect of this notice in their case. 

Short-notice questions. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR; Sir, I have got two 
fihort-notice (piestions. I do not kno\^ wliat their fate is. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have no information about those questions. 

Internment of Dr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee and Order of Business. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir. may I enquire if Government 
wauts to make any statement to-day about the internment of Dr. Suresh 
Clmmlra Banerjee? Recently an order has been passed on Dr. Banerjee 
and we find from that order that it was contrary to the assurance given 
by the Hon'ble Home Minister in the House. Dr. Banerjee had been 
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served with an internment order which is temporarily suspended, but, 
even now if he wants to to the Hon'ble Minister in charge of Police, 
he cannot do so. I hoj>e the Hon’ble Minister will be pleased to make 
\ statement to-day. Sir, shall I read out the order? 

Mr, SPEAKER: Does the Hon’ble the Chief Minister wont to 
make any statement ? 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Even now. Sir, he is not a fi-ee 
man 

Mr, SPEAKER: Dr. S;inyal, I refuse to allow any discussion on 
this matter because \ou have no right to interfere in the debate when 
I was asking the Hon’hle Minister if he would make a statement. I 
do not think it is fair that you should utilise this opiX)rtunity to wiy as 
to who is fiee and who is not. What was the justificxition of your 
remark when you wanted a statement to W unule by the Hon’lde 
Minister? You may think that the (Government Ls not free to do as it 
likes, but in that case, you are wasting your time here. You know 
very well that there cannot he any <d)struction to the proceedings of the 
House during the hudget discussion — that is the jxirliamentary pro- 
ce<lure all along. I allowed you, however, as a special case to raise 
the question of arrest of Dr. Ikinerjee, but immediately you were given 
tliat opportunity you raised the irrelevant question that “even now he 
is not a free man.” You yourself understand that once 1 give you 
that latitude you cannot avoid making a side remark like that, and 
therefore I refuse you the permission to raise it. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I should like to place the facts 
before the House 

Mr. 8PEAKER:. (trder please. 

Dr, NAtINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, this i.s a (piestiou of privilege 
of the House. May we get a statement from the Hon’ble Minister? 

Mr, 8PEAKER: I (b> not know if he wants to make a statement. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, J have two other questions of 
privilege to ask. We would like to know whiit has been the fate of 
the special motion gi\en notice of regarding the Assembly Department. 
The second is alwut the day for uon-official re.solutions which you 
promised you would allow during the course of the week. We would 
like to have a reply on these two points. 
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Hr. SPEAKER: May I know from the Leader of the Opposition 
as to the order they want to follow in the matter of discussion regarding 
the cut motions? 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If you like, we can let you know 
this afternoon. 

Mr, SPEAKER: I am sorry, I have been waiting for the last 10 
days. We have asked all parties to let us have their preferences, but 
as yet I have not got any and surely it is impossible for me to carry 
on without them. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, so far as this section is con- 
cerned, we have already intimated to you and we would like that 
immediately after “Ijand Revenue”, “E.xcise” and “Forest” are taken 
up. We would like you to proceed with “General Administration” 
on Wednesday and Thursday. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Then the order is first “T>and Revenue”, then 
“Excise”, then “Forest” and after that “General Administration”. 

Khwija Sir NAZIMUDDIN : Yes, Sir, we agree to that. 

Mr, SPEAKER: That is one point. I would like very much that 
ot least by this afternoon the whole list should be given to the office. 
You must give our office sufficient time. We want at least three days’ 
time for “General Administration”. Tliey are not supermen so that 
if you give something this afternoon, you cannot expect to take it up 
to-morrow. ^ 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, we will, give you to-morrow 
morning. 

Mr, SPEAKER: How many days “General Administration" is likely 
to take S' 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Two days. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is going to be taken up day after to- 
morrow? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: “General Administration”. It 

Via TIT-J J mi Jl 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Unless w« get the motioiis abou t 
Administration’" to-day, bow can you expect the agenda of Wednesday 
to be fixed up? So, I would suggest that the subjects which are not very 
much controversial, such as “Registration” and “Irrigation” iu*y be 
taken up. 


Dr. HALINAK8HA SANYAL: “Irrigation” may take a long 
time. This will come with “Communications”. The convention is 
that we take up “Irrigation” and “Communications”, i.e., “Civil 
Works” together. 


Mr. SPEAKER: When you yourself tompbiin that the office is 
not re^idy, it is only fair that you should give notice to office in time. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: At the same time, may I submit, 
Sir, that the office should also be fair to the memherH? Hitherto the 
practice has l>een to send for the party whips and decide the whole 
programme heforehund. 


Mr. SPEAKER: AVe Imve written to every party. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: To .send their motions hut not to 
fix up the order ot juiority and I wrote a <lefinite letter hut 1 have not 
yet received a reply to it. 


Mr. SPEAKER: If we get the motions, it doe.s not juatter in 
what order we take up. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Hut, Sir. it i.s the privilege of the 
Oppo.sition to tix up the order ot the motion.s. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Dr Sanyal, it i.s diffirult to argue with you. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, why tlii^ deviation from 
previouh pno tlce!" 


Mr. SPEAKER: All I sav is that far a> we are concerned, if 
you Lad given us, viv , 7 <u 8 days’ time, we would have heen ready. 
It does not matter in wliat order you take up the motions. That )ias 
all along heen done. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Three days an.l not 7 or 8 day^i. 

♦ j 

Mr. SPEAKER: Whatever it is, if you give u« three day«, we 
would be ready. This time you did not give us either the list of 
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motions or the order of priority. As regards the arrangements, I do 
not think there was any conference, except in the first year, with the 
leaders of parties in which the order was settled. 

Dn NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to differ from you. I 
will give ^vou the dates of these conferences. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: There was no such conference. It was every 
time (lone by the Opposition. Immediately after receiving the Opposi- 
tion point of view I sent for the Government Whip and asked whether 
they agreed and they agreed. 

” Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Whether you call it a conference 
or not, on the point of technicality 1 do not want to question that, but 
you sent for the different parties and we met in your room anti decideil 
the priority. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I must say that I would have done it myself, but 
unfortunately it seems that there is a certain section of opinion which 
do not want any matter which concerns them lo be interfered with 
in any way. My difficulty is tliat if I do it, immediately it will be 
said why it has been done by me. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But you will have done it after 
consultation. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 sent notice to all parties to send me the lists. 
If they had done so, then I would know the priority. It is always 
done after that and never before. Excepting your party, 1 have not 
got any motions from any other party. 

Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: From our party. Sir, we have sent 
priority for three subjects and I discussed the matter over the ’phone 
with the Secretary and he said that it would be all right if we sent 
the rest on Monday. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Sir Xazimuddin, you do not realise what Dr. 
Sanyal is speaking. Dr. Sanyal is speaking in quite a different vein. 
He said there was a conference. I said it was not a conference but as 
8CK>n as the Opposition gove the order of priority, I sent for the different 
parties, ^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Sir, I stand corrected. It was 

not A ConfArAnrw 'Knf nnnanlfAfi.n'n 
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Ktian Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, have you decided what 
will be taken up on Wednesday next? 

• Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: ^^General Administration/’ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: us take “Lond Itevenue” first, second 

“Excise”, third “Poorest”, fourth “Registration*’ and fifth “General 
Administratioii”. How many days will you take for the first four 
subjects y 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Three days. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If it is three days, then we want to take up 
“General Administration” on Thursda}". 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: All right, Sir But 1 was 
wondering whether “Registration” will take one whole day. My 
suggestion was that “liumi Revenue” will take one full day, “Poorest” 
and “Plxcise” another full day. “Registration” will take half a day. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Not even half a day, it may take one-f<mr(h of a 
day. Wliat will you t.jike up during the rest of the dayJ* 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We may Uike up “Stationery and. 
Stiimps”. On Thursday and Friday “General Administration” may 
be taken up, 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Cut motions have to be given by to-morrow 
morning. Then the next point I would like to know from Govern- 
ment is the date fixeil for non-ofiicial business. We cwin discuss thw 
matter on the 20th. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Sir, if it is taken up on the 20tb, 
it will not be this week. We are very' anxious to take up the resolution 
alK>ut the release of Defence of India Act prisoners and fletenus and 
that is the first item of the non-official resolutions. I suggest that it 
may be taken up sometime this week. 

Mr. 8PEAKER* I do not mind that, provided it is possible for 
Government. Can we take it up on the L3th P 

The Hofi’hle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; No, Sir, not on the 13th. 

Mr.«8PEAKER: I am in rather difficult circumstances. For the 
last few days there was such terrible overwork for me that I have got 
fever and still I have to come to-day. In the circumstances I feel 
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that it wcpld be better if I take a few days* rest. I will oome 
to-morrow, but probably I shall not be able to come after to-morrow 
and I must ask the House to excuse me for that. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Can we take up this matter 
to-morrow afternoon? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Not to-morrow but any day that suits Govern- 
ment. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL (after consulting 8ir NaximtuMin) : 

Sir, the Leader of the Opposition says that it can be taken up any 
aftern(x)n that Government find convenient before Saturday next. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The Chief Minister says that he will have a 
discussion with you in this matter. 

There is another motion, namely, the Assembly Department Special 
Motion. These are matters of administration and we have to go into 
details. On general principle everyone might agree. Dr. Sanyal, you 
have tabled a cut motion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, that is entirely a different 
matter. 


Mr, 8PEAKER: Yes, that is so. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, my motion relates to making 
the As.seinhly Department free from the Home Department and leave 
the Speiiker’.s Department entirely free to be managed under certain 
restrictions determined by the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All I say is that we (an take it up this week. It 
is a motion in which we ought to go to a committee between the 
Finance Department, the Home Dejuirtment and our Department and 
also the members of the A^seinblN. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: That will follow after the House 
expresses its opinion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not think there will be any difficulty on 
that. 

Mr. KIRON 8ANKAR ROY: The motion should be formall.\ 
accepted. • 


Mr. SPEAKER: In any case, I have admitted the motion. 
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Dr. NALINAK8NA 8ANYAL: Som« day we can ^ke«up both the 
motions. If Government so desire we can have one afternoon and after 
we finish the special motion we can take up the non-official resolution. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 don’t mind. That is a matter between you end 
Government. I have no objection. 

])r. Sanyal. there were certain remarks made by me the other day, 
I am sorry for the remark> but I feel that probably I was not rijfht. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Thank yon, Sir. 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

7— Land Rovanua. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 8 

recomniendutions of Ills Excellency the Governor, 1 l>e#? to 
a sum of lbs. d(i,22,0(K) be ^rcanted for expenditure under me iieaa 
“7 — Liind Revenue.” 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, 1 be^ to move that the 
demand for Rs. d(),22,000 for expenditure under the head ”7 — 1/and 
Revenue” be reduced by Rs. 1(10. 

Sir, the members of this House belonging? to the different parties 
and groups are prolwildy aware tluit five years back when they souffht 
election they ^ave a pledj^^e to their constituenries and electorates that 
the ini(iuitouH lejrislati<in, that i.s to .styv, the Rej^ulation of 1793 should 
be done away with. (Maulvi Ahc Ho.s.sain Sahkak : Did the Muslim 
Eeajrue give that pledjfeP) I know, Sir, that Mr. Sarkar will say many 
thinftrs now because the table has turned but we know many thinflrs too. 
I do not blame anybody. At the same time there are many from the 
0]>po8ition Benches who will speak on this iK>int. Sir, I do not like 
to go into details, because the other day the Hon’ble Chief Minister 
himself admitted: ”1 do not blame the previous Government.” So, 
I do not like to digress from my point in dealing with those occasional 
interrupting criticisms made by Mr. Sarkar and my friends oppositej 
(Maulvi Abc Hossain Sakkar : Because you can’t.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Half a minute, Mr. Mahinood. I find that in 
motions Nos. 2 and 3 there are certain things which are common, 
namely, the Floud Commission and the failure of Government to give 
effect to the recommendations of the Land Revenue (Commission. I 
think that these two motions can be discussed together. 
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Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOO: Do you mean, Sir, that 
Mr. Maiti will move his motion first and then I should speak? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is absolutely his choice. Both the motion^ 
can be taken up together and discussed but put to vote separately 
later on. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, throughout the whole of 
Bengal we all know that there is an agitation, even in the interior of 
the villages, due to the iniquitous Regulation of 1793. This gave 
birth to the subsequent iniquitous legislations of 1885 and 1928 — I 
mean the Bengal Tenancy Act and its amendment. These legislations 
curtailed the riglits of the cultivators of Bengal to ,su(h an extent that 
if that system had continued any further, I doubt, whether there 
wohld have any iK)wer in the hands oi (Government whicli would have 
been able to suppress that agitaition. The previous Government, 
realising the seriousness of the situation, passed the Bengal Tenancy 
Amendment Act of 1937 and appointed a Commission on the 5th 
November, 1938. We have heard many speeches against that Com- 
mission, namely, as to what was the necessity for that (Commission. 
The then Opposition members stiid tluit public opinion and the demand 
of the majority of people in Bengsil was that this legislation, i.e., the 
Permanent Settlement must go. 

Now, Sir, this Floud (k)mmission wa^ apix)inted by Resolution 
No, 2271()L.B., dated the 5th NovemWr, 1938, and members of the 
Floud (kunmission toured in tlie various provinces. The Hon’ble 
Kh an Baliadur Ilashem Ali was also a member of this Commission and 
we have found that he was one ot the (diampions ot the raiyitts then, 
and fought against the reg'ulation and said that this iniquitous legis- 
lation must go. This Floutl Commission took as much as 2 years to 
aubmit their rejiort and they submitted their report in 1940. Then 
curiously enough a Special Officer, namely, Mr. C. W. Gurner, was 
appointed to examine the report. (A vok k : By whom?) Sir, I 
have already said that I knew that this sort of interruption would be 
made by the then members of the Ojiposition Benclies a.s to what the 
previous Government did. I do not like to go into the details regarding 
the question except to point out that the other day tlie Hon’ble Chief 
Minister himself admitted that he did not like to put any blame upon 
the previous Government. Therefore they should obey their leader, 
instead of interrupting me like this. 

Mr. Gurner began his examination of the Report of the Floud 
Commission on the 22nd of April, 1940. Now almost 2 years are going 
to pass. One April has gone and another April is coming. Let us see 
how the gallant and prominent advocates of the tenants of Bengal who 
now occupy the Treasury Benches are going to tackle this problem. 
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Everybody kuowa how the cultivator^i are groaning under heavy debta 
and the high pressure of jauut on land. There ie vsome difference of 
opinion. If my friends opposite had gone through the newspaper 
•reports recently, they would have read the tindings of the Federal Court 
with regard t() the regulation of 1798. AVe say and claim that the 
landlords ot lleiigal have no proprietary right over the land cultivated 
by raiyats. In some districts it is well known that the intermediary 
zemindars number many as 8(J or 87. We are of oj>inion that the 

land mu.st be direct 1\ <»wnetl by the (’ultivat<»r.H under the State. AVhat 
do we find Ui-(la\ !“ Why is there panic amongst people Imving vested 
interests y As tlie Iborble Finance Minister in his addendum of the 
liudget Spee( h >aid what was it that brought Russia and the Hritish 
(jfovernment together though they hud eontrary views and principles 
of .social order and administration!*^ We claim tliat these landlords 
have got no right in these lands exeept to get some sliure of the produce. 
Now* what is the history beiiiud this regulation of 1798 ? From the 
Hindu period down to the Mt)ghul period it has been .seen and it has 
been established by eminent dustiees of the High Court that the land 
belong.s to the cultivators, but what actually happens!' These 
zemindars, taking advantage of tlie illiltu'acy and ignorance of tlie 
people, eniiaiiced the rents more than UJO times than w’hat they got 
under the Permanent Settlement. 

I shall just read out a passage from Mr. Sarada Charaii Mitter’s 
introduction to “Tagore liectures on Land fiiiws of Rengal,” imges 7, 
24 and 80:— 

“He (the king) was entitled too slmre of (he U'*ufruct of the Lands 
in the orru[Xitir)n of his suhje(‘ts not because be w*<is tlie owner, but 
bewiu.se u share was payable to him as the price for (he pi’otection 

atforde<l to life, lil>er(y and property” (page 7) “The imiKisition 

of Kheraj (during Mu.slira time) did not denv (he existence of property 
in land and take away the piY^prietorship <if (he cultivator. His right 
was alienable and the lamis (‘u)tivate<l continued to be the properly <if 
the inhabitants who might kiwfully .sell or otherwise dispose of them'’ 

(page 24) “The English in India starteil with the assumptiou 

that ‘all the soil belonged in absolute property to the sovereign, and 
that .ill private property in land existed by his sufferance. The 
existence of private property in land which is the fundamental doctrine 
of Hindu jurisprudence and which as we have seen even the Muliam- 
madaii Government in Indui did not put out of sight, was entirely 
ignored. AVith this idea the Government in J798 transferred in 
perpetuity a va.st and unmwisiired (piantitv of land to a class of men 
who were and are known as zemindars, and property in s<iil was fonmtllv 
declared to be vested in them” (jKige 80). 

Sir, I can go on quoting from the pronouncements of the Hon’ble 
Judges of High Courts of different pxx>vinces, but I do not think that 
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it w necessary to multiply instances like this in order to convince the 
members opposite. The onltivators, everybody knows, are in a helpless 
condition. Wliat do they want^ They want wealth; they want health 
and they want educMition, For providing all these things, everybody 
knows what is nece.ssai*y. I think that a sum of Rs. 288 lakhs is paid 
by the zemindars towards revenue. But how much do they realise? 
1 think more than four or five times the amount they pay, apart from 
those exactions which were found and made illegal by the Bengal 
Tenancy (Amendment) Act of 1987. On the assumption that the 
zemindars have a proprietary right to hind, they went on enhancing 
rents. The Bengal Tenancy Act was amended. The Act of 1885 gave 
these hindlords the power to imrrea.se the rent and the amended Act of 
1928 g4ive the /yemindars further right to realise 20 per cent, transfer 
fee. This added to the mi.sery of the people to such an extent that 
the people were ready to ri.se in revolt in the country and the super- 
structure (if society it. self might have been demolished but for the timely 
amending legislation that w'as pas.sed in 1987. I think the members 
of the House are well aw^are that the Floud Commission recom- 
mended — 

(At this stage, the member reached his time-limit.) 

Sir, may 1 have a few minutes more? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Onh one minule moie, within wliich 
you shoiild finisli your speech. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: They recommended that the 
rights of the intermediaries should be purchased. There was actually 
a proposal before the (xovernment that an attempt should be made by 
buying up the rights of landlords who volunteered to sell their pro- 
perties. tt was suggested that Government might bring forward 
suitable legislation whereby the rights of all landlords cx)uld be 
purchased. 

1 want to oonclude with a word of appeal to my friend opposite, 1 
mean the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Hashem Ali Khan. Before the 
previous Government broke up, it was he who took the initiative and 
placed before the party that the landlords were not entitled to any 
compensation. However, a re.solution was passed by the party that 
the interests of the landlords be purchased by paying only 5 per cent. 

With these words. Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr. NIKUNilA BEHARI MAITI: Sir. I beg to move that the 
demnnd of Bs. 86.22.000 for expenditure under the head ‘‘7 — Land 
Revenue” be reduced by R.s. 100. 
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^ Vfr^ 

wt?\ ?pc?^ I c^ ^ rft ^r©] ^ ^ipWt 

Xlhf m ^4T firt?*N f%f ^rcfrPii cn 

’ftc^ 45r: a 5f^4t=T ^^rr trl%!f^f% 

frOTR (?f ^’vfi 5pwf ^rf%nic^3?l ^SCTOT ^TR TRI 'STfsTtm V#*<T *il4‘ 

’'BffJTtC^’^ *^c1'3 ^ I ?|rf?7r^ '2(|:[tC*fif *fC^ C^^TSt? VJSTRs ’TefCS <ttft 

ii^ ( ti ^ ^ 1 ti ^*cr >rv|'^ 
5R??n I ^tjy^ ‘^P3f<*(\ ^ 4 c^*R ^ 4'irr<i ^ ^n ^nn 

W vft^TR I ^ -^t^l :r*»T ^rc^ '^“IT 

'^rwi ?f??n . r.7j ^s^mi ^ wrt :iJtT>'=?r Pf^% T-rc^ pi i 
c^ ^ ?fo^ ^TR a '54?^ 5?rr'^M >fcv f4(?*t ff?:Trfe ^cm (7ri^) 

:(C^ <?! Tfcor I 

leader hrtj ?fC5TC^^ 15tD^iT '3^< partiality JfC^lCr? 

CPrf^ <f5ff| rTf '??pmTR partiality ^CTO I oiJ^'Wl 

tpm S^tTTf^ ^^jro I c>fi^ iT^'^ rT[ ?fir'^ ftSR |?rrcif^ >^0^ 

^ jts® 5jrfir»fp:.T< tft^ % r'c^i c^f^niT^ 

’3’^ fTT ^ir^iT rw' 3^11 y?if*T cn cwr^i srJtcTf^ 

?rtc;^ c^*7 iTi iRi ijc^CR. 

pTTTO^ I ij^ ^ W 51 'rnr?:^! 

^ I ^5TU5 ’inrc^, — 

“1 nder rule 58A, eaeli fasInUlar will report duririjyf the crop seanon, 
what Hort of a crop is being- obtained. If it is below eigljt annas (aa 
there definetl) for any {)arti(’ular area (half a scjuare mile shoiibl be 
tlie miiiimuni ronsidere<l) the C’ircb* Officer shall verify the state of 
affairs and if he eoiisiders the report correct, he shall move the 
(adlector for remission.” 

<iiR ftiR m W5f ?r?rc? '31 

^ I f¥l c^-sfio CTT ?rtTf, ^ g »yyc»f4 

^lfk cn^sfif i r^ 

0^ ?n:^ ^ I c^5fi a fV crRf 

?!r5f^ crt^f, RTl TOT ^ finn rtwi tS^I rnr remianion 

=4) ^ m ^ ^ (TPf :Bri:iTPjr ^ 

to’ <lf'Q7i I ^'3^1 ^ ^ I ftm lilts' firc*tfc6^ 

31 TOT^ I \5fT5 inv^ 5> ^ P'^IW ^»oa TO?! -.ft?:**! TO^7 

^C^fPF f 3 ?rGrC5 (Tf remianion ^1 5tv5 fKC3 

^^80 TOR Bengal Tauzi Manual43 TOC?? — 

“The scale of relief is laid down below for general adoption, which 
•hall be taken as a maximum scale and should not be exceeded except 
in Apeclal case#. 
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The actJal outturn of the j^ear^s crops (normal outturn being 100) — 
degree of relief. 

Forty per cent, and less than 50 per cent, of tbe year’s normal « 
crops — 25 iK^r cent. 

Twenty-five per cent, and less than 40 per cent, of the year’s normal 
crops — 50 per cent. 

Less than 25 per cent, of the year’s normal crops — 100 per cent.” 

80 60 per cent. 

80 per cent. (TT^lTTT :r^ per 

centii^ 7PR FC^ ^ FC^ 1 

Government of India resolution ij ^1^^, Bengal Tauzi ManualiiJ'3 

I ftc^tlT ’3 3;fei5 fe’tTrg' ?rnrc^ i fVi opt^ 

Government r.Jf effect I ^i?i 

^i\ I ’JTfft ^f>RFC5fC3 OJ 

TOTfe^, ^^580 OJ FC^r%T ^ 

I (7r?i Fc^ ^ f^i ; >rj>80 ’Tfr^ ^rrfji 

F5f, ^3tr5 areaC3 

Fit I pcm>, 

Fcra. ^TfkCFfiirOT CFt^t F?r (TT f%f f%f ^i3t?T^^ I f^ 

; cFi?) mz^ c^ c^f'm ^ 

I FftFcyiTOT^ ^ 

CF FI f%fF 31 FI ^CFF ; CF^ 

CFt<f^ 'Ftft 3rF F*ir^ FFfe I 

3fFFi:F ft iFfllfTF ft:^' CF m FFCF <ilFF ^FCF?F FtFFl 

CFFtl?? FfWFtF FfF CFF*t I ^ FfTFFmC^ ^FCFI CF^ CFF 

ftfF OTFF I 2^3 F'ftrrFF F^Cf 'FtFTF F^Ft ^4? CF '^FFtCFF F^ 

F#tF3^1 — FfF^ FfF5^ FfCTF ^F^ FtCFF ^ FtF FtCFF ^F^ 'FtFlOTT 
F*r^ '« CF31 tTFI ^ilFF Ffl FCFC^ ^ FftfCFF 
^FCFF ^Ftft*f F^»F FCFF I ^F* ^fFlTFF ?fFfF FftFCFfHCFF'S JfffeS FftfTFF 
ftFtfr' FFTFi '3fffF 'srffl Ff? 3tF'3 F^T FF^ CF fFFUF 'aRFF FCF I 
FtF F) FI FtF^, ^ffF CF tpStF ^FTFT® 15t^ FI ; ^FiFF CF^ 43 Fi^ FFFff 
CF 4^ ^nPF FFCFC^ CF FFFftF FFtFTF ?TF ftFI 31 'arfft FFC3 Ftfl 
FI I ^flFfarFl 'FtFfCFF SFF CF ^3llblF ^FC^. CF IfFTF fF:FC'FF I 
^ Fr^Ft3 3t^'^ ^FtFfF ^FFD5 m, CF^R ^[FfF FfF^ F^ 3tF^FtF 
yFiFlFltF 4FrlS ?n?fF 4rFrfF, FIT® ^ 3t15t3fft FtWFI F^ FtCFF I 

^tC3 ^IFIF C^fF 'FtFft CF^l ftl 3tFl CF Ff^Fl CF?t^ CFF FI. ^ CF 
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^rtrr^r, 4^: ^ or ftR sMr ^ fpr? ^ 
frinr ^rrsRi ^ ^ ¥<0^ ^cf^r 1 «rft<frirt ’iitaCT 

^ TCTO, ^ ’HWl ftfi ^<^ncT8 

TOrcv5 wRr*ffft ?f<fi ®ta or^m ▼&=? ^rc®# ^ 1 ^stFC’TS 

jfes ^fWTir c^ ^ ^’fff^-f ?nrc^ (TTsf^ ^ #«ri ^c^R 

(TTif^ *ar-T!:?f4 I JfCflF ^ C? 'iftfir ^ ^lr?r 

01 ?*'TTO^r?r ^4r (TFR c^ ’irfff^ftit c^ ^5i#csnf 

c^f^Scs 5rRf<fffr — (7\^ ovR cvR <4i^c^ ^C\ 

^f^'Ti ^ 4^*t^ farpR Sfi^i ^«fhr 

> ^ ;. 9 Ob <fW?r ’ItTf^ ^^3111 Government'^' 

^1 trnrt"4 ^1 iit^] ^ C^ ^ C5i] TOf- 

(TT ?|T5t^ ^ f^;n ; fVl ^ 0]'$ ^- 

nr C? o^ frr ^ y?r ^ l reduotion ^ <tt3R1 

^3r ’rrs ’ftc? (?T^^ \z^ <ft^ c^r=T 5fm ^ c^\^ ?Fin ^ 

^ I 1^8“" C^ Floud CommiBBion firc^ltcif'S ^5t^ 

'^\z^ ^ T^r ^Wir 3 cn^ fw? 

^^i?R I TfTTT^ ^ c?r 4 Government 

3jr^r3 <41?:?^ I 

<ij^ 5TC«F Drainage l!Tegstion.i39 ftiT?r I ’®rRf^ 

r% c^ '2ft^f7?3'jr ';jT^ jtrto >rfT5r^ ^ftr^ 'ii^j ^ f%f% 

ij^ ^ Tirr3 iJlTTc^T ’®tHi ¥^i ^ r?r:5 55 ^ irc3 ^Iti^ 1 

c^ ?r?r‘4t^ ^5f ^nsT rnrc5 ‘strr ^c^r, WCT 1 

^ ^^tur w^ ^ C5^i m. Tf^tN 

c^ nr® ?a?:^ ^rfb ^rmr c^siri ^ , — ^str^ cbii 

^1 ’sTTf ’rrmr <ii^ fVf^ ^rsTBr tub ^Itnr 1 

^ Pfr^ : Jft® react? pre^ ^ar paddy huaking 

ftc?^a ^4] I CSife C^ Pm C^'T 5Hl 43r* ^or ii3‘ai TR C'fiT 

fV^i i^fpRi . pFi *irtft nr ra, or^mes stfirfW 

rnr ir^^r paddy husking irt7'4t^ Wfr^^n. Wjt Pfi iMi 

^1 ^FTfl^f 'sre^ ^ stm wtJRi Mffe ’rfema ^ ¥R 
pres ^trr^T ¥R p ^.15 -ptfca, i?rR Pm ^ Pres "^ira ^ 1 
if^c^fa c?^ c^& farpn:?? ’itTt ^nruz ^IteRi ^CHC ' Ff 

=05^, f%^r fr ^^enr ^rf^t <tc^ ^cro ; «ltr¥ w^nr 

ot rt? erO : Tftri Pf^ i^vrtus 4r?Ri ^ nr ; 

^tc^ C^.5T f%pr ?rc^;? cn 3J^ fsrgfpr W ^Rtes ^ ^ I 
^4 m; rm cn \vtf ^*itf%n isPr i??rPr, 4 ^ 1 ; Floud ^fPrtew 
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fetfer c*rsirf^ cf ?pgt? fVi 

C^ fVf^^fir (TTIjfif ^aprm^Tr ^ ?t7, (TTIsfif ^ ^ I 

nc5f ^sftf^ ci^ ^^r<i i cnlS ?n:55' 

(ij^ (TT Land Revenue^ (71 Department, tw?r, 'ert ’PTS Department, 

^ ^t?r?r I Revenues ^ItSF Agriculture»<l^ 

TOTTP — Irrigation «il?* Drainage^ij^ <iI<T 'WTJ C^"t I 

^ ’PRS Department ?f?T, irfCS ^sft^fi 

^5frc^ ^ ^ ftRi (TT&i ^ i 

Revenue Departments^ S&t^ C^ i?T^ ^ (71 ’ffsRl 
i 7 \ Departments^ (7n?R S^s 

Department (TT^l ^^^b1C< ^ 7 ^ 

^ I S^: "31^* C’at^inetc^ 'ZRTTTt^f 

^ (71 ^ (TTStZ^ (5t^ S'ctR ^tlT ^*fOTf 

ftRl ^?n7R I Revenues ?n:?y Irrigations^! 

Drainages? ?lT7r? TOT ^ tpsl? ^ I C?f%pTS 

?i:^? (71 ^1 helpless; ?^t? 

mz^ ?R ?Tt?, wfM? ?n? ^i r* 

'ili' (71 S^^ ^^f? fro ^ ^^45^:?* ?^1 ^ ?^ ? I 

^tr?^ S^ vaTC? portfolio 'otT^ Tf?l fV»T! :5t?l f?r?b‘n ’P^lTR I 

^ s^ ?fvn -<c5f^ ^5rt?t? c-l? I 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: I rise tliis inonnug, 
Mr, Deputy Sjwaker, to s])eak in opjjosition to tlie cut motion moved 
hy niy Muslim Ix*ague friend Mr. Ahdulla-Al Malimood not because I 
like the Permanent Settlement and do not want its ahfdition but 
be(*ause the (’ut motion by its nature is unnecessary, liollow and hypo- 
critical. I must remiiul m\ Muslim Ta‘ague friends who are now 
figuring or disfiguring — wliich I do not know — the frontal inches of 
the Opi)osition that it was not the business of tl»e Muslim League 
before to move for abolition of the Permanent Settlement in Bengal, 
and I must give it as an information to my friend Mr! Abdulla-Al 
Mahmood, who by cliance being elected a member of the present 
Legislative Assembly jumiH*d into limelight of public life, that the 
Muslim Leagtie never agitated for the alwlition of Permanent Settle- 
ment in Bengal. It has to be reraemltered that Itefore the election of 
1937 there was a move by the so-called Muslim Leaguers to join with 
the Krishak Proja Party and to form a party called Fnited Muslim 
Party and the crucial point on which we differed was the question of 
Permanent Settlement. The Muslim Leaguers then would not agree 
to the idea that the Permanent Settlement would be abolished or a 
movement would be set on foot for abolition of this pernicious system. 
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For that reason we differed and the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul*Hnq then 
bejfan his countrywide agitation under the banner of Krishak Proja 
Party and as a result of that movement the Muslim Ijeague leader 
iliw’aja Sir Nazimuddin met \>ith his disastrous defeat in the battle 
of Patuakhali and after that he did not dare to face any rural 
constituency and had to come to this Legislature b\ the backdoor of a 
bye-election from an urban constituency, namely, the North (hilcutta 
constituency. It must also be remembered by the friends of the 
Muslim League Party tlmt after the election when a Ooalition 
Governimuit was formed with the Krishak Proja Party there was a 
clause in tli(‘ agreement tluit there will In* a ('ommittee and not a 
Commission, of the Legislature to c(»nsider uboui the land tenure of 
Bengal. After that when the Krishak Proja Party differed and went 
over to the Opposition, these Muslim Ijeagiiew alias, if 1 may use a 
strong term, 1reacherousl> .set up a Commission disregarding the claufie 
entered into the do<’umciit oi coalition. 

We rai.sed (d)jection and as a r«'sult of that the then Ilon’ble 
Minister, Mr. Nausher Ali, was .sacrifi<*ed on the ground tliat he 
oj)posed tlie appointnooil of a Commission. After that tlic Commission 
finished its labour ami the sO"(‘alle<I Flood famnnission l{epf»rt was 
submitted. Its final iej>ort was submitted on the ‘..MMh March, 1940. 
After that the conduct of the then Muslim lAUigue (iov<‘rnment was 
admirabb*. It sat tiglit on the report for a long time w itliout following 
the usual ])rocedure and course that immediately after n Commission 
fini.'slies it«> labour, the (iovernment are to formulab* a resolution on the 
Teport and give their expression of opinion through that resolution. 
The so-called Muslim i.eague (iovernment at (hat time, in^lead of 
taking that course as I said, apj>ointed another officer called Mr. (iurner 
to complicate the situation. %Six montlis passed ami after (hat the 
gentleman submitte<l hi*. re[>ort. There also the Government sat tight 
and as late as 1st April, IfMl, they tried to have a discussion on the 
Floiid Commission Report. Now', again there was complication. The 
original Floml ('ommi.-%sion Reimrl was published in 8 volumes, but 
during the whole course of the year Government distributed only two 
volumes and ke[)t the other six volumes within their pockets. No 
members received tho.se six volumes. Then again the agenda was that 
the discussion will take jdace together with the so-called report sub- 
mitted by Mr, Gurner. Sulwetjuentl) the Government withdrew that 
part of the agenda and tried to have a hoodwinking diseussion. We 
raised objection, and diseu.ssion was then dropjied. On the 28th 
August, 1941, the so-called discussion took place. There also the 
conduct of the Government was to be noted. All the big guns of the 
Muslim League including Sir Nazimuddin and (he then Hon’ble 
Minister Mr. Suhrawardy did not speak. The Revenue Minister at 
that time did not give out the minds of the Government. He only 
gave a summary of the Floud Commission Report and Gumer’s report. 
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Only two tnembers, one Mr. Abdul Majid and the other Mr. Abdul 
Latif Biewas spoke. In spite of anxious desire they could not move 
the Government to accept any single resolution on the Land Revenue. 
Commission. This is the history. Looking to the history of the 
Muslim League, I submit that nowhere in the whole career of the 
organisation they adopted a resolution asking for the abolition of the 
Permanent Settlement. Very recently the Muslim Ijcague at a 
provincial conference under the Presidentship of Mr. Jinnah went so 
far as to atlopt a resolution for the abolition of prostitution, hut they 
did not dare or desire to have a resolution for the abolition of this 
Permanent Settlement from Bengal (Cries of “hear”, “hear”, from the 
Coalition Benches, and cries of “Question” from the Opposition 
Benches). May I ask the mover of this resolution to search all the 
palmers, the procreedings and agenda of the Muslim League in its long 
career from 1906 and find out any resolution, any motion, or any dis- 
cussion regarding the Permanent Settlement!^ Now he comes forward 
and moves a cut iiKtlion to impress upon the public that these Muslim 
Leaguers are very anxious to abolish the Permanent Settlement. I 
ask Mr, Abdulla-Al MalimocMl to have a special session of the Muslim 
licagiie and to have a resolution, otherwise I shall call this cut motion 
as an illegitimate child of his fanciful brain. The parent body does 
not want it. Only individual single members come to this Legisla- 
ture and ask this Government to remove this pernicious system. Can 
anybody believe it and can anybody say that this cut motion is 
aincere? It is only a hoodwinking motion, I shall say a hoax and 
nothing else. Did anybody from the Muslim League raise a single 
fin«/m’ lor removing this |H'rni(‘iou.s system from Bengal? Now they 
have come forward and he dares to say that all the parties at the time 
of election agitated for the removal of the Permanent Settlement and 
that it was then within their manifesto. Can he find out one bit of 
paper on behalf of the Muslim Tjeague that they agitated for removing 
this system from Bengal? What was the distinction between the 
Krishak Proja Party and the Muslim League in the beginning? Was 
it not on the abolition of the l*ermanent Settlement and was it not a 
fact that delay in coming to a conclusion over this matter comj>elled a 
man like myself to move a no-confidence motion against Sir'Nazimuddin 
last year? Was there any attempt as a body from the last Ministry to 
implement this Floud Commission Report? As soon as j’ou go over to 
the Opposition to gain notoriety and cheap clap, you come forward 
with this insincere and hollow claim. If you had any good intention 
why did you sit tight on this Floud Commission Report for the whole 
three years without bringing anything? Why did you not bring a 
resolution as soon as tliis Floud Commission Report was submitted? 
Why did you not bring forward any comprehensive measure? Why 
did you only draft a Bill for taking the agricultural income of the 
country and shelve it? Why did you not draft any legislation or a 
Bill for the abolition of the Permanent Settlement? It is now time 
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that yon should move your parent body. If the Muslim league gets 
a resolution of this nature that they do not want this Permanent 
Settlement and as all other organisations of this country are in favour 
of its abolition, it will strengthen the hands of this Government to 
abolish this pernicious system. It must be to the credit of the Congress 
that only a few years ago in their Julpaiguri ses.sion they have adopted 
a restdiition for tlie abolition of Permanent Settlement, but the Muslim 
I/f^ague did not dare it as yet. Only vilification and tl»e vapouring of 
a particular brain will not carry tbe (‘ountry any further. 

Now turning to tlie Governnient 1 give them warning. Of course 
tliey have begun onl\ '2^ inontlis before. Tliey might have a('<*epted 
a re*iolution by this time, but t]ie\ have not done this. Tlie time is 
abmunial. Taking that ]»oint of view into consideration, only they 
should not sit tight I would request them to take up these things 
imme<liately. The (ioAcrnment is formed of parties which are mostly 
revolutionaries. They like to see things which speak of r(‘Volution. 
The system of Permanent Settlement which luis outgrown its useful- 
novss must not be allowed io continue in this province. It is the duty 
of tlie Government to tackle tlie problem at on<*e. 1 again repeat that 
if they are allowed to sit on the ministerial f/adi, they must at once 
solve this problem: otherwise, the country will not be satisfied. 

The Hon'ble Chief Minister who is the Leader of the Krishak 
Proja Party now and who was the Leader of the Krishak Proja Party 
before the (dection should consider that he must im]dement his 
pledJie^. The countr\ looks up to him and the ilori'ble Pevenue 
Mini> ter u ho ih an eminent lawyer, just come from the Iniw (’ollege, 
of whicl) jiremier institution he was the J*rincipal, and who is sii]»])os- 
ed to know tlie ins and outs and imjilications of thi.s pernicious systom. 
J uaiit him to remcmlMT tin* assurances given by the Hon'lde Chief 
Minister and I hoj>e that with his legal acumen he will bring forward 
n piece of legislation which will satisfy the country. The agricul- 
turists (it this countr\ form 8(1 per cent, of the jiopulatioji and their 
demand must he met first because they are the i>asi(‘ population. If 
you do not sati.sfy them, the country will rise in revolution and not to 
speak (d your Ministry, the w h<de Government will collapse at once. 

Maharaja 8A8HI KANTA ACHARYYA CHOUDHURYp of 
Muktagachai Mymensingh: Mr, Deputy Speaker, Sir, the question of 
giving effect to the recoin meiidat ions of the Land Hevenue f/ommis- 
fiion is once more ]>efore us. We the members of the land-holding 
eommunity generally have opposed it a.s we failed to see that these 
recommendations could he carried out without upsetting the social and 
economic structure of our province and not l>ecause if w’ould merely 
affect the land-holding community but the tenants would also share 
the disadvantage.s that might accrue if given effect to. 8ir, all 
civiliue<t Governments are opposed to any measure of expropriation and 
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as far as I can understand this measure wonH be of an expropriatory 
nature. The land-holders have nothing much to fear as to the income 
which tliey are going to have. The only disadvantage which they will 
sutler from is that they will lose their prestige and they cannot in 
future be expected to be as charitable as they have been in the past 
becausi^ they liave been shorn of their income and they will also be 
relieved of the demand made upon them by the public. To my mind, 
Sir, if a man is worth anything he should rather face the vicissitudes 
of life than live in a fool's paradise and in a crippled state. On giving 
the matter further thought, since the order of the day is for changes 
and since the tenants want a change, I for one will not stand in their 
way. But it is for them to .seriously consider whether they want the 
change that has been recommended or not. 

The abolition of Permanent Settlement and the zemindari system 
is fiought with many conse(juen(*es and it will be taking a very 
dangerous risk unless it is justified by a deep consideration of the 
social, e(*onomic and finuTicial asj>e(*t of the matter. A mere prej)on- 
derance of individual oj>inion either way c'annot decide an issue of 
sue!) a magnitude. According to the majority of members of the 
(h)mmi,ssion, a nni/afiran system should be the aim in order that 
(lovcrnment as tin* sole landlord may be in a better position to initiate 
schemes for (1) consolidation of holdings, (2) restoration of ec(»nomic 
holdings, un<l (d) prevention of transfer of land to non-agriculturists 
and undertake such other measures as may Wnefit the tenantry. 

The (h)mmission have very rightly oh.served that the pre-osure of 
population on land is the ultimate (‘ause of Bengal's economi(‘ troubles 
and that it is the most difficult problem for which they found it 
im])ossibIp to suggest any remedy. The l)enefits tliat would accrue to 
the tenants would be that in.^tead of having middlemen, who some- 
times ward off the direct attack upon them and thereby smooth over 
their difficulties, th<*y would Ik* fa<*e to face with Government as Khas 
Muhal tenants and liable to enhancement of rents as in other pla<*es. 
The only gain to them to my mind is that tliey will gain in prestige 
being direct tenant^s under Government and not under small land- 
holders but us in this world everything dey)ends (ui a give-and-take 
policy they will liave to give up for the Wnefit derived in prestige their 
pet theory of reduction of rent, etc., and will have to submit to higher 
assessment of rent as reduction of rent is not only not recommended 
but a definite hint has been given about enhancement. Under these 
circumstances, it is for them to say whether they want the execution 
of the recomnietidations of the Floud Commission or not. 

The Commission do not appear to be very sure of the financial 
implication of their own proposal. It is for this reason that they have 
taken care to emphasise that although financial results will have to bo 
carefully considered, they have not supported a scheme of State 
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acquisition solely on the ground that it may lead to a financial gain. 
If it resulted in financial gain, that would he an additional advantage 
but their recommendation that the State should l)e brought into direct 
• relation with the actual cultivators is the outcome of other more “vital 
considerations’*. 

State purchase of zemindaries with a view to establish direct rela- 
tionship with the ra/yats will inevitably j)resent problems of formidable 
administrative difficulties. Hut to my mind tliev would not l>e losers 
financially as they will have a handle ulnch they may ('•.nploy in 
obviating their financial deficits and as they will be free from their 
former obligations and new contracts with tenants will not be unfair. 

Sir, again, if there are an\ j)la(a‘s where tenants are being rack- 
rented, there are ])rovisions under section 112 of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act by which th(‘\ can get reniedie.s but to say that the rent or as a 
matter of fact anything can 1 h‘ scaled d«>wn generally would he highly 
improj)er and not feasible. 

AVith these few words, 1 opjmse the (‘Ut motion. 

Mr. ABOUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr. l>eputy Speaker, I have 
always complained and 1 complain once again to-day that Homelxalv on 
behalf of (fovernment should exjuKse the view.s of the Government of 
the day on any j)ro))osition put before the House, dust to get up and 
say “1 w'arit Ks. d() lakhs for this, that or the other” and then sit down 
does not give us an indication of the lines on whicdi the Government 
})ro])oses to spend that amount. 

1 would not have spoken to-day, but T cannot allow the speech of 
the honourable mcmlH*r from Gaibandha to go uncliallenged for he has 
proved himself to be a l>ad historian and a still worse advocat(*. By 
just crossing over from one side of the Ilou.se to (he otlier he lias given 
up the cau.se he once held ilear. He has given u.s a history of the 

Mu.slim League of which he knows nothing. 1 challenge him to 

establish any .single fact he placed before the House to-day. Having 
had something to do with the ilrafting of the Muslim Ix*ague manifesto 
before the general election, when the Krishak Proja Group W'as a 
divided family and did not know whom to adopt as its father and whom 
to adopt as its mother, it was we of the Muslim League that gave them 
direction and a lead. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: So kind of you! 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Tea, and 1 invite him to dis- 

prove this. If he remembers the history of l»is party from stage to 
stage, I think he will ea.sily recall the position of bis masters of the 
Congress persuasion whom he followed as a camp-follower from day 
to day. In the voting on the Bengal Tenancy Act, he was not ashamed 
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of creeping into the lobby behind the Muslim League: if ours was a 
Muslim League Government at all, it was indeed wrong on his part 
to go into the lobby against the behests of his masters. The only 
justification which even he in his saner moments will have to admit 
is that ours was not a Muslim League Government. We never had a 
Muslim League Government in Bengal. The previous Government 
was a Muslim League-Coalition Government. We take credit for 
having done that which the then Opposition feared to do. The justi- 
hcatioii of what I am saying is to be found in the fact that it was a 
represen I atlve of the land-owning classes and a member of the Coali- 
tion Tarty who appointed the Commission to unsettle the Permanent 
Settlement. Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy showed treinendou^' courage 
in doing that and almost risked his public life on a proposition about 
wd]i(di the most astounding fact to-day is that the honourable member 
from Gaibandha is opjjosing a cut motion on a subject which has been, 
according to him, his life’s proposition. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR; Be( •iiuse it is botfus. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: In justifying his somersault 
he has referred to the resolution against prostitution passed in Seraj- 
ganj. What is wrong with that!" J hope he doe.s not hold views 
different to those expressed in the resolution. Prostitution of politics, 
prostitution of ideals and prostitution of one's faith is as unworthy 
and degrading as prostitution in any other form. 

He has asked a categorical question as to what is the difference 
b<*tween the Krishak Proja Party and the Muslim League. I will not 
go into the history of that, but 1 may just tell him, and he will under- 
stand me bett<*r because he is a Muslim, that the Muslim league is an 
organisation of mysJtincen while the organi>ation to which he now 
bedongs may In* termed as an organisation of mumifiqeen. I hope he 
understands the nieaning of the word munufiq. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: But it is your monopoly to bt‘ 
a munafiq. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sm h hypocrisy and such 
debates will not lead us anywhere. The Muslim licague from the first 
day declared from the house-top that it was going to unsettle the 
Permanent Settlement. There were many difficulties in our way but 
the Government came out courageously and boldly. In spite of conti- 
nuous obstruction from the Opposition we never faltered iu our 
ambition to achieve this goal during the last four years. It is an 
irony of fate that the honourable member from Gaibandha calls our 
efforts bogus. I hope in his new family and under his new affiliations 
he will do better. The Muslim I^eague speaking in the name of the 90 
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per cent, agriculturists of Bengal, who are Muslim, wants the Perma- 
nent Settlement to go. We do not care who gives the final kick so 
long as there are men to give the kick. 

Coming to the actual subject matter of Permanent Settlement there 
was a small sentence in a telegram published in the newspapers the 
other day in which it was stated Uiat the Hon’ble Minister had gone 
to Delhi to do many tilings among which he was also to discuss with 
the Central Government or his o])po.site iiumlw'r in Delhi the question 
of the Land Itevenue Commission and tlie impliiatioii of its reeom- 
mendations. I would request him to take the House into his eonfidenw 
and tell us ^^Ile^e we stand because so far as I know’ the Government of 
India had not been approached on this j»robIem till now. What did 
the M<‘mber in eliarge of the Department eoneerned in the Central 
Cabinet say is siunething this House w'ould like to know. Instead of 
the honourable member from Gaibandha (luestioning the homi /ides o' 
otbers I would ask him to address his rtunurks to his jiresmit musters. 
I know that he and ]u> I'roja Group have nothing original to offer 
and no si>eeial contribution to make to the problem befor<* us. T hope 
w’€ shall not be told that the talks in Delhi were eonfidential, tliat 
they are a Stale s<‘eret. I^et us have everything on (he floor of the 
House. I can assure the Hon’ble Mini.ster on behalf of this 8«*ction of 
the House that unv stej) In* takes to implement the recommendations of 
the Lund Hevenue Commission will have the support of the Muslim 
Leagin* I’artN in the House now and right up to the very end. He may 
find his own followers sometimes doubtful and sometimes shaky in 
their opinion.s luit so far us we are eoneerned, we are out to undo the 
Permanent Settlement as we have saiil repeatedly and he can rely on 
our sup]>nrt more definitely than upon the support of tliose who are 
now looking in a din*ction diffenuit to what they did when they sat 
in the ()p]>t»sition. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 
it is always very pleasant and interesting to hear the sw’cet and hollow 
of Mr Abdur lliihman Siddiqi. I find he is going away, but 
the House will excuse me if 1 say that hig words are sw’eet because 
they are always holbiw'. Sir, my learned friend who is now trying to 
emulate the role of the Opposition probably was not very much aware 
of the position to which he wa.s leading himself while speaking on the 
subject of prostitution. I entirely agree with him that prostitu- 
tion in politics is one of the vilest vices and I will hold a mirror up 
to hirii so that he can see his own face in the mirror and he will then 
see that the party which be has the honour of representing to-day, 
having flirted for more than four years with the resources of Oovem- 
ment, is now trying to flirt this House with the idea of casting all 
blame upon the new Government from the Opposition Benches. Sir, 
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it is a Tery interesting and sad spectacle that the Muslim League 
Party in t)pposition is trying to deliver scriptures which he have left 
on the Opposition Benches 

Mr. 8YE0 ABDUL MAJID: You have changed your colours! 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: The colours we have have 
not clianged : the colours which w'ere changeable are the colours which 
liave changed. 

During the Inst four \'ears the Muslim League Party had a whip- 
hold upon tlie r<\sources of (ioverninent even if it w'as a Coalition 
Government. AV’hat did my friends of that party do all these years? 
Sir, it is paraded by my friend, Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, that good 
things were done duiiiig the previous regime: it is paraded that certain 
things were taken u]) by the previous regime, and that * Sir Bijoy 
Prasad Singh Roy had to do tilings whicli were progressive. Conced- 
ing for the time being that the previous Government had to take up 
things liaving progressive ideas, we claim, Sir, that whatever was 
done or proposed to be done was not done in the interest of the masses 
because of the multi-coloured Coalition Party of the past but in spite 
of that Government and the reason is that in that Government there 
w'ere certain remnants left of the progressive Krishak Proja Party. 
It was done because in the Coalition Party there were persons headed 
by the Muslim mass leader Mr. Fazlul Huq. Things were even 
attempted becaus<‘ in spite of the stranglehold of those reactionaries in 
the previous regime there were at least certain factors in that multi- 
coloured Coalition I*arty which tried to do the real business by the 
people. There was on the one hand certain progressive factors in the 
Coalition Party but the most material factor was that the Opposition 
w’us constituted of the Congress and the Krishak Proja Party and the 
Government, in .spite of its better wisdom, had to l)e driven into alleys 
uf progressive measures becaii.se the Opposition was a real Opposition 
not merely professing things but believing and meaning business 
unlike the Muslim League in Opposition to-day. 

Sir, my friend Mr, Abdur Rahman Siddiqi in retorting my friend 
Mr. Abu Hossaiu Sarkar tried to profess that the Muslim League stood 
by a modification of the Permanent Settlement. But, Sir, unfortunate- 
ly he is not here now. I am reminded of a day when he vras speaking 
from the very place from where I am speaking and on that day he 
declared in im uncertain terms that as a Muslim Leaguer he believed 
in distinction between class and class and be believed in the utility of 
capitalism as such; and if he has not forgotten that speech — if he has 
he might consult the printed records of the Assembly proceedings — he 
will have no difficulty in perceiving that what he said on that 
occasion was against any attempt at abolition or material modification 
of the Permanent Settlement. Sir, we who belong to the Congress, 
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we who hare been trained in the unquestioned ideas and idealism of 
the Congress, have no illusion, no delusion, no mistake about what we 
have got to do in the present Government. During the last four years 
we have been knocking from outside the Government door; we have ^ 
been giving them ideas and ideals. Some of them have materialised 
on account of the wisdom and good sense of the progressive element of 
the Coalition Party, but we found that the material ideas, the ideas 
which required immediate implementing, the ideas which required 
translating into action witlunit any delay, those ideas were pushed 
through the coalition door but were rejected again through the coali- 
tion door. That is v^hy we have decided t(» coim* inside the (bwern- 
ment, not for utjv party or )H*rsonal or individual ax(‘-grinding. 

My learned fidend Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddicji has tauntingly 
referre<l to the visits of certain Ministers to Ihdhi for certain purposes. 
The insinuati(»n is ()i)vious. AVell, do my friends of the Muslim 
Iveague in G])posifion forget that during the last four years 4'aeh and 
every ]uminar\ ot ilie Coalition !hirt\ on the ]>lea of some specious 
business or otlier mova'd from (uu* end (»t tin* country to th<* other 
ostensibly for th<* la'iiefit of the Government and the province but 
8ubstantiall,> and unmistakabl^ for filling the private coffers of th(»st‘ 
luminaries of tht‘ Coalition Party? We want to change the tradition 
of the (jovei nment , If ue hav<* eonx' into the G(»vernmenl, if W(* have 
brought OUT MiniNiers int(> the Cabinet, it is not )M‘cause w'e want to 
give a stunt t(» the jirovima* and to tlie masses but we bave come to th<‘ 
Government btMause we want to tr\ at lea^t f<»r once to see wlielher 
with «iur ideas and idealism ami with the aid of our Mirn’sters we <‘an oi 
cannot at least change the face of the <listreHs<‘d masses of the provima*. 
Well, Mt' have our own ideas and pnjgramnn*; w'c do not requin* to be 
instructed by cut imUions from the Muslim Ticague in Ojqiosjt ion. 
Tbe.\ eann(*t givi* an\ m‘w cut motion. I know wbati'ver (bey are 
doing, t)ie\ are ((jpying from the j>ages of tlie writt4*n proceedings (»f 
the Assembly and the\ are taking loan from our ideas. I assure ray 
friends in the Opposition Muslim League that we do nut want any 
loans from tlx* Muslim li<*ague in ideas. AVe have got our own ideas 
and we are determine*! to put them into action. AVe of tire (’oiigress 
bave tor the first time in the provime expresHc*d ourselves in tenns 
of the abolition (d tlie present land revenue system an<l w'e assure our 
friends the Muslim licaguers in the f)pp(»sition that w'e are determined 
carrying into effeid at least u part of our desire. 

Sir, I know there are diffi<‘ultie.H and unfortunately we have got 
the government at a time w'hen there is not merely a petty and petulant 
warfare from the Muslim League in the Opposition but when there is 
a real war at our door, but I assure the Muslim League in the Opposi- 
tion that wa shall not make an excuse of the war situation. In spite 
of the real difficulties our Ministers will make a Imld declaration of 
the policy; our Ministers will make a declaration in no uncertain terma 
4 
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that ours^B a policy not to perpetuate the rotten land revenue system 
but ours is a policy which will give a new' orientation and which will 
at least inspire hopes in the minds of our down-trodden masses. 
(Interruptions from Muslim League Benches.) Sir, I know it is very 
easy to interrupt by unmeaning laughter. I will not challenge my 
friends; even challenge is not good enough for them; but I will ask my 
friends in the Opposition in the Muslim League Party — will they 
analyse their own conscience, if they have any? Why is it that none 
of the recommendations of the Floud Commission has been put into 
action? Is it l)ecaus<* we are in the Government for tw’o months or is 
it not because from 1937 ideas tliat had been taught and actions that 
had l)eeu suggested were shelved by the party which was responsible 
for the administration during the last four years? I know' that the 
Opposition will emulate us but the Opposition will not emulate our 
action. Our Ministers, I am sure, w'ill invite the leaders of all parties 
for finding out practical ways and means for putting into operation 
the ideas of the Land Revenue Commission. I am sure that in spite 
of what has been said by Mr. Abdulla-Al Mahmood, in spite of the 
hollow protestations of Mr. Abdur Raliman Siddiqi, wlien they sit 
round the table, if there is any opposition to any scheme for imple- 
menting the recommendations of tlie Land Revenue Commission, that 
will conje from the Muslim League Opposition. It is no use, having 
l»etru>ed the resources of the country, having slielved the recommenda- 
tions of the Commitb'c for four years, to come to-day and say that this 
Government of two months’ standing is not implementing the recom- 
mendati(»ns. If the recommendations have not been put into 
operation it is not because we are here for the last tw'o months, but it 
is because the })arty which has now’ gone to the Opposition was 
irresponsible, unbusinesslike, insincere and did not mind real business 
by the people. Sir, we on this side of the House who belong to the 
Congr<‘ss (A voice from the Opposition Benches: No, not Congress) 
make it clear that we shall certainly inspire Government and we shall 
persuade this Ministry to take up and complete the proposals, so that 
we can show the outside world that where the other party now belong- 
ing to the Opposition failed as Government we of the Congress as 
Government have succeeded. We want to show the people that where 
they have kept the people in eternal darkness and have deluded the 
people, w’e were at least trying to light the lamp of hope and 
liberation. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, the question may now be put. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: My idea was that I would allow 2 or 
3 more speakers to speak from both sides. But if you insist on 
putting the closure now, my only course would be to ask Hon'ble 
Mr. Bauerjee to reply on behalf of the Government. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I have no objection if you 
are prepared to sit till 1 o’clock and dispose of all the motions. There 
are 17 motions in the list and if you decide to allow any more speeches 
on thit^motion, then the inevitable result will be that the other 
motions w'hich may be actually important will be shut out. I do not 
want to stand in the way of anybody deliverinja^ speeches. The 
previous speaker has taken 1-1 minutes. You have not fixed any time- 
limit. We find that it is very difficult for us 

Mr, DEPUTY 8PEAKER: In that case I would request 
Mr. Banerjec to re])ly on htdialf of (lovcrnment. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir. we wouhl leqiiest you to 
allow only one nn^re s])eaker from our side, because it is a very 
important motion and tlie Opposition has the privilege. (io\ eminent 
8id<* speakeis may not he allowed to s}>eak. As a matter of fact, their 
whole policy will he enunciated by the Hon’hle Minister. Therefore, 
Sir, I hoj>e that you will he pleased to allow onl\ one more member 
from our side to s])eak. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: 1 will allow one s})eaker from this 
side and one speaker from that .side. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, in the j»ast the ]»ractice has been 
that the (ioverninent spokesman .s-peak.s last. (A voire from the 
(’oalition Henches: The ]»ast is past.> Thi.s is the tradition of this 
House. The lion’ble Minister will he in a position to enunciate the 
whole policy of the j).trt\ uliich runs the fJovernment, and so their 
point of view will be stress(*<i by him. Therefore, Sir, 1 would request 
you to allow only one more member from our side to speak. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanval, do you insist on your 
closure motion? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. it will depend on what 
procedure you i»roj»()*.e t(i f(d!o\\ . If it is \our intention with the 
leave of the House to permit votiuf^ till to-morrow' in respect of s(»me 
motion.s relatinjf to Land Revenue, I have no objection if you permit 
at least two more speaker.^ within a definite time five minutes 

to each of them, so that we can go and vote by 11 o’clock jmsitively 
and sit till 11-30 and take half an hour’s time to-morrow for Land 
Revenue to dispose of the other motions left over. If this is agreed to, 

I think this side will have no objection. It all depends on you. Sir. 
In that case two more speakeis, one from this side and another from 
that side, can speak for five minutes each and the Hon’ble Minister 
may take 20 minutes. 
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Mr. tHAHEDALI: On a point of order, Sir. Instead of wasting 
time in this way, you can allow one speaker to speak only for five 
minutes. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is not a point of order. 
Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas will now speak. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I 
rise to support the motion moved hv my honourable friend Mr. Abdulla- 
A1 Mahmood. 

Sir, the eiit motion lias lK*en moved in order to direct tlie attention 
of tlie House to the failure of (iovernment to give efiiect to the recom- 
mendations of the Floud Commi.ssion. (Mr. Atul Chaxdra Sen: 
Which Oov<‘rnment y) We, on this .side of the House belonging to the 
League, have alw'ays advocated the idea of giving effect to the recom- 
mendations of the Land Ki'venue Commission. The past (Tovernment 
did everything ncci'ssary in order to bring about a (diange which is very 
imporlant and essential in its (diameter. They had gone through 
every ])reliniinary and \Nhen they \\er<‘ about to give ('fleet to the 
lecommeiidations of the h'loud (’ommission the llon'hh' Chief 

Minister, the proja-danuh Minister, has taken a cours(‘ whi(di has Wen 
disastrous in the matter of giving eflVct to the recommi'ndations and, 
Sir, th(‘ reasons are not far t(* s(‘(‘k. W(', on thi.s side of the House 

belonging to the Lcagui\ all along advocated the idea of gi\ing effect 
to tlii' recommendations of tlu' ('ommission and T may say to tliis House 
fliat our the then leader th(' non'hle (dii(‘f Minister slitdvt'd the 
(jueslion on this ground or (»th(‘r. AVht'n Ik* lu'ing a landlord him>elf 
found that the inuly of the then (iovernment would not allow him to 
shelv(' the nuestion any more h(‘ (diangiMl the jiarty and made alliam'e 
wdth a party whiidi is being guid(‘d in spirit by Hurd wan and Mymen- 
singh (Cri(‘s of “Hear, liear” from the Ojiposition Inmches). To-day, 
Sir, we have heard with ])ain the spi'cih of the Maharaja of Mymen- 
singh, one of the guiding spirits of the ])resent (iovernment. When 
Ave heard that speech, I confe.ss, Sir, that I was disillusioned and I 
thought that this (Tovernmeiit A\as poxAt'idess to give effect to the 
xeeommendations of the Floud Commission. I thought, Sir, that this 
is a point, tliis is a matter which led our the then leader to cut off 
connection Avith that (Livernment and to make alliance with a party 
whose guiding spirit is the Hindu Maha.sahha and the Forward Bloc. 
At the present time there has Wen a conjunction of the (langes and the 
Jumna in the action of the Hon’lde Chief Minister who, while fonning 
the Ministry, has included the members of the Forward Bloc, who and 
their lender Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose Avhom Ave are missing to-day 
unfortunately advocated and declared Avith loud voice for the abolition 
of the *emindary system here on the fioor of the House and also out 
side on the platform and in the columns of newspapers. 
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Now, Sir, there is another thing. The Chief Minilter hfts not 
forgotten to include in his Cabinet the stout disciple of the Hindu 
Mahasabha leader Savarkur in the person of the redoubtable 
Dr. Sya^naprasad Mookerjee. That is why 1 say that tliere has Wen 
a conjunction of the Ganges and the Jumna, and on this confluence, 
Sir, I expect that the Hou’ble Chief Minister standing here to-day on 
the floor of the House will declare without any ambiguity whatsoever 
and with clearness that it is the policy of his Government to give 
immediate efl'ect to the recommendations of the liand Revenue Conu 
mission. Rut, Sir, when I want a declaration I confess that 1 cannot 
but think that the jnesent (lovernincnt is practically guided by the 
spirit of Dr. Syania]>rasad Mookerjee wliose high priest showered 
blessings upon the head ot Mr. Fazlul Huq forming the present 
(jovernment for commissioning Dr. S\amaprasad Mookerjee to safe- 
guard the interests of the Muslims and Mr. Fazlul lluij for looking 
alter the Hindu interests. Sir, 1 confess that this Government, 
(“onstituted as it is, i^ incapable of giving effect to the recommenda- 
tions of the Flood Commission. I ilo not like to take up much time 
of the House. Sir, the object of moving this out motion by the 
Gppo>ition is to have a derlaration troin the HoiChle Chief Minister 
who lias all along taken uj) the position tliat this Government is going 
to a<lopt the |iolic\ ot giving <‘ffect to the rej-ommendations of the Floud 
Commission witliout the leo'^t dela\ and if tliat declaration is made, 
this side ot the House will be satisfied. 

Gne word regarding m\ Iriend Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar. To me 
it appears that Mr. Aim Hossain Sarkar has been changed by a touch 
of the magic wand, I do not like to say more. 

Again I want to sa> that the ohjeet of moving this cut motion ia 
notliing more than t(t get an as«.urainc from the Hon’hle Chief Minister 
that his (ioveriiment is going to give 4*ffect to the recnnimendutionH of 
tile Floiid f'ommission. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Deputy 

Speaker, Sii , before the debate proceeds further 1 want tt» correct my 
friend Mr. Abdul Latif Ri-wns's statement that the Hon’Idc Minister 
who is in charge of Land Revenue belongs ff» (he Forw'ard Rloc in the 
Bengal Legislative As.semhly. I state here and now that there is no 
Forward Rloc Party in the Rciigal Ia*gislative Asseml)l\. If there 
is any doubt. Sir, 1 ina\ .sa\ that we belong to the Congress I^arlia- 
mentary Party in the Rengal Legislative Assembly. 

Or* NALiNAK8HA 8ANYAL: There ia no other party called 
the Bengal Congress Parliamentary Party except the Oflicial Congreoa 
Party. 
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Mr. 8H)^HEDALI: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, Mr. Abdul Latif 
Biswas bas just now said that be wants a declaration from the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister that the recommendations of the Floud Commission 
would be accepted by Government. I may tell Mr. Biswas ihat the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister had already made his declaration before 1937 
that he was for the abolition of the zamindary system in Bengal. 
After the year 1937 he could not do nnything because he was under 
the baneful influence of the Muslim League. When the appointment 
of the Floud C-ommission came up for discussion before the House, 
we who were on tlie 0})p()‘>iition then o]>])()sed it and gave expression to 
our view that the system could be abolished by a suitable legislation. 
It was the Muslim League who stood in the way. They had the Com- 
mittee formed to adopt the dilatory method. In the name of the 
Floud Commission, they visited different parts of India and thus 
squandered a large sum of money. Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi has 
deliberately said that the system should go because lie has no 
zamindari and, therefore, has nothing to lose. Mr. Suhrawardy also 
has subscribed to the same view because he also has nothing to lose. 
What about Khwnja Sir Nazimuddin and Mr. K. Sahabuddiny I 
want them to come forward and make speeches giving out their inten- 
tions to show that they mean business. It is the policy of the Muslim 
League that the statutory rights must be j^reserved. (Cries of “No, 
no“ from the Opposition benches.) You sa> “no" and 1 sa^ “yes". 
Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi has asked Mr. Abu Ilossain Sarker to show 
to the House (hat it was the ])olicy of the Muslim League to preserve 
the 8tatutor> rights but if he was in pos.session of all the papers, he 
would not have asked the question. 

When there was a difference between the members of the Muslim 
League and the Krishak-Proja Party, the members of the Krishak- 
Proja Party went into the Opposition. After a year or two there was 
some sort of cement bet wen the Muslim League members and members 
of the independent Krishak-Proja Party. The Hon’ble Mr. Sham- 
suddin Ahmad and Mr. Tamizuddin Khan went and joined the 
Ministry on condition that they would do something and that if they 
failed to do it they would come out. The Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin 
Ahmad had the courage to come out of the Cabinet but Mr. Tamizuddin 
Khan remained there forgetting the pledges that he had made. 
Today, I can assure the House that the members of the Krishak-Proja 
Party are very serious over the question of Floud Commission. We do 
not want to give effect to the insincere cut motion placed before the 
House by the Opposition. We want to do something real. We shall 
ask our Minister to have the Zamindari system abolished. 

There was one question raised by the Maharaja of Mymensingh, 
that is. whether it would be legal or illegal to do away with Zamindary 
system. There was a case before the Federal Court only about a 



1942 .] 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


49 


month ago. The decision was that the laws made by the* Company 
would be altered by the Erovincial Government, that is to say, it 
would be within the purview of the Provincial Legislature to 

alter the laws made by the Company in the year 1793 oi 

before. So far as that question is concerned, there need not 
be any more doubt in the minds of the members of the Legis* 
lature. Why are tliey not gcnng to give effect to it ? The reascm is 
that there are a niiniber of Muslim zaiiiindars — more Musliin zaniTn* 
dars in other provinces than in llengal. I'he leaders wlio are zamin* 
dars, do not want their rights to be taken away. The policy must be 

dictated by the Muslim League. If they are sincere, 1 shall be glad 

to hear from them that they really mean what the> say. It is not 
our business only to ciiticis^* the <)pp<isition Wo ha\e g(»f our own 
duty to do Today e hope that the llon’hle Minister will make a 
declaration before the Hou.>e that he will tr\ to do his bi*st to do away 
w'ith landlordism. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr Deputy 
Sjieaker. Sir. laml revenue is the backbone of the finances of this pro- 
vince and on belialf of the (rovernmeiit I welcome the debate on the 
(|uestion oi the grant umlei the h(*ad “Cand Hevenue ’ this m(>rning. 

J shall fir^t ol all deal with the cut motions moved b\ m_\ honourable 
li lend Mr Abdulla- A l-.M ahmood ami my honourablt* friend 
Mr. Nikunja Hehari Muiti 1 am glad. Sir, that the mover of the 
fir^t cut motion did not want to apportion the lilume between thin 
Government and its immediate predecassor in office. He tauntingly 
observed witli reference to the jiarty in power this morning: let the 
gallant advocates (d' tl»e tenants in the (iovernnienl tackle the pnddeni. 

I do not realise. 1 do not admit that either the Gpjiosition or the (iov- 
eruiiient of the day for the time being sliould be the gallant advocatea 
of the tenantry ol Ilengal. I will not say and 1 will not admit that 
the cut motions introduced by iny friends oppo.sile liave been intro- 
duced from the point of view either of insincerity or of liollowness or 
of bypocri.s\ . M> view is that the problem is so va.st, that the 
complexities me so great, that a [iroper stdulion of the problem will 
undoubtedly lead to the regeneration of the nation and on this ques- 
tion whatever political differences we may have in this Assembly and 
outside we may just as well meet on a common platform to alleviate 
the sufferings of the tenantry. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-M AHMOOD: The report is there. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANER4EE: My friend# 

opposite in their impatient zeal point to the fact that the report is 
there. Yes, the Floud Commission was appointed on the 5th of 
November, 1938. Its report was submitted in March, 194i), and in 
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order to •onsider the applicability of that monumental report of the 
Commission tbe Government of the day appointed a Special Officer to 
consider its implications; and Mr. Gurner, the Special Officer, present- 
ed his report in July, 1940. Then Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Boy, my 
predecessor in office, discussed the report before the Bengal Legis- 
lative Assembly on two successive days, 28th and 29th July, 1941. 
Sir, the present Government was constituted finally on the 17th of 
December, 1941. If no action has been taken for ameliorating the 
condition of the tenantry during the last five years, that is not a 
lacuna, that is not a fault of the present Ministry, and it will be 

realised by both sides of the House that the problem is so vast, that 

the times are so abnormal that it may probably be necessary for this 
Government or any other Government of the future, if it desires to 
carry the recommendations into immediate effect, to consider what 
modifications, if any, must be proposed in view of these special abnor- 
mal times in which wt* have been living, through wlii(‘h we have been 
moving. On that point. Sir, 1 entirely agree with the observations 
made by my honourable friend Mr. Nikunja Behari Maiti. He stated 
that so far as this report is concerned, the question of e.xpropriation 
does not arise. I very carefully analysed the 1(» speeches which were 
delivered on the floor of the Legislative Assembly on the 28th and 

29th July, 1941, and 1 found that with the exception of two there was 

nobody, not even my honourable friend Mr. Abdul J^atii Biswas who 
advocated the doctrine of wholesale expropriation. Therefore, the 
abolition of the Permanent Settlement and the ac ceptance of the main 
recommendations of the Floud Commission involve certain tinamdal 
commitments. I shall leave it to the Hon’ble Finance Minister to see 
whether in view of the abnormal situation which has arisen in this 
province it is possible for any Government to tackle the financial 
implications of the scdieme so as to give effect to it immediately. 

Sir, so fur as the past Government is concerned, its financial posi- 
tion was much better than that of the present one. Whether the past 
Government consisted of bigger capitalists than the present one is a 
question which the verdict of history will establish some day. I agree, 
therefore, with the observations of my honourable friend Mr. Maiti 
that the recommendations of the Floud C’ommission might be carried 
into effect with reference to certain less important provisions. As a 
matter of fact, even in July last when the war in the Far East was 
looming large, one of my honourable friends who is a prominent 
member of the Opposition today advocatetl the modification of the main 
recommendations of the Floud Commission Report. 

Sir, so far as the question of the acceptance of the report is 
concerned, I must state very frankly that this Government did not 
have sufficient time to make up its mind on this all-important question, 
but 1 should like to make it quite clear that we do not propose to 
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shelve this problem indefinitely and what I propose to do«is to have 
a conference of leaders or representatives of the different parties in 
the House and try to come to some sort of general agreement, if 
general agreement is possible, and then this Government will publish 
its decision and conclusions in the sliape of resolutions. (Mr. Fazluh 
Rahman: When that conference will comeP) Sir, the conference, if 
constituted, might meet before the life of this session of the Assembly 
is over. And notwithstanding the impatience — 1 will not refer to the 
taunts and jeers of my friends opposite — notwithstanding the patriotic 
impatience of my friends opposite, how will they meet the obligations 
referred to in the Flood ('ommission Report!^ Whether it is a sum 
of Rs. ()7 crores or it is a sum of 118 crores, has this province got the 
necessary cash f(»r Ijcjiiidating it's obligations As an alternative, the 
issue of bonds was suggested. And the question is that so far as the 
i.ssue of bonds is concerned, is it not time that we should consider — not 
Government alone or the Opposition alone — whether that alternative 
proposal is feasilde under the circumstances P 

Then, Sir, my friend Mr. Maiti referre<l to the recommemlations of 
Mr. Stuai't in his re[)or( on Khasmahal Areas in the province. Sir, 1 
have carefully gone through that rejiort and many of the recommenda- 
tions of tliut report. The> are matters of earnest consideration by 
this tiovernment, and I give him this assurance that the recommenda- 
tions <d Mr. Stuart \011 receive the best attention of the present 
Government The difticult> with reference to the acceptance of two 
of the main recommendations arises out of the later recommendations 
of the Floud ( Vmnnivsifui. The que.^ition of remission of rent is a point 
which is engaging our attention, and it mu\ be. Sir. within your 
recollection that even as the present law stands you have gr)t section 
112 of the Reugal Teiiauc> Act under which revision of rent is quite 
pos.^ihle, and this Government will app<»int an officer and will issue 
in.struetion^ to see that wherever the rate of rent is abnormal, this 
officer will make a proper enquiry and inform the Government for 
necessary action. So far us the question of reduction of flat rate of 
rent is concerned it is a (luestion which has been considered by the 
Floud C(»mmission, and may I point <»ut to my frieml, if he will bo 
good euougii to look at paragraph 204, page IbO, of the Floud Com- 
mission Report, he will find that the Floud (/’ommissiori was advocat- 
ing enhancement of rent^ In Mr. Stuart’s report, Mr. Stuart, it is 
true, advocated reduction of rent, specially in those areas where the 
rents are abnormally high not ne<e.H.saril> due to productivity hut due 
to reasons which he characterised as historical. 

Sir, the last Government appointed a Rent Reduction Enquiry 
Committee. 1 shall deal with it if I have the opportunity of dealing 
with the resolution in the name of my honourable friend Mr. Dhirendra 
Nath Datta. The Rent Reduction Committee since 1938 has aot yet 
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been able io complete its report. (Dr. Nalinaksha Saktal: Dissolve 
it!) Till that report is obtained Government will find it difficult to 
commit itself to a definite permanent principle in the matter of reduc- 
tion of rent. But this assurance I am prepared to give that wherever 
rents are excessive, attempts will be. made to reduce the rents on the 
reports of Special Officers whom we are going to appoint. 

Sir, Mr. Haiti also referred to the question of remission of rent in 
cases of natural calamities. The question of remission of rent is a 
question which is governed by the Touzi Manual of 1940. This is 
a nianual again which was not prepared by the present (jovernment. 
Mr. Haiti’s motion, however, refers not merely to remission of rent 
but it refers also the lightening of the burden of taxation upon the 
peasants. I agree with him entirely that the Department of Revenue 
is not exclusively concerned with the question of reduction or lighten- 
ing of the burden of taxation ui)on the peasantry of Bengal. This 
department is conc(‘rne(l only with one aspect of the ])roblem, namely, 
the question of remission of rent in cases of natural calamities and I 
can assure liim and I can assure the House (hat in this direction also 
every t*ffort will be made by the present (lovernment to alleviate the 
distress of the peasantr\. In fact, in the cyclone and flood-affected 
areas in certain districts of Kastern Bengal, (Jovernment have allowed 
ctu'tain concessions — conce.ssions which, b.\ this time, I suj)])ose. are 
well known to every member of the House. 

Sir, I now refer to the observations made by ni> honourable friend 
Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar. I am not interested to know whether the 
abolition of Permanent Settlement constitute<l or constitutes one of the 
planks of the orthodox Muslim Jjeague. It is open to any political 
party to accept accretions and my friends of the Muslim League in the 
Opposition are entitled to make adoptions if such adoptions have not 
already been made. My honourable friend Mr. Siddiqi referred to 
adopted fathers and mothers adopted. Sir, ill my study of the Roman 
liaw dealing with the chapter on “Peter Familias” I came across an 
obseravation of the famous French Jurist Jeerat. He says there: 
“Paternity is a question of opinion, maternity is a question of fact”. 

Sir, I am glad that my honourable friend Maharaja of Mymensingh 
is not opposed to acquisition by the State. 

Then I come to — as I always treat with the deepest respect — the 
observations of luy honourable friend Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi. I 
am sorry he is not here. He was this morning somehow interested in 
abnormal sex psychology (Laughter) and he talked about prostitution 
of politics. That is an expression which I do not like 
(Db. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Sir, he is an old bachelor. You can 
excuse him.) And he made a kind of personal reference to my visit 
to Delhi. My visit to Delhi has become so famous by this time that 
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I was almost wondering whether or not it might just as weM emulate 
the crusading xeal of one of the earliest Popes whose visit to Jerusalem 
is enshrined in the memories of men. My honourable friend 
Mr. Siddiqi in the course of his speech in July last before the Legis- 
lative Assembly quoted a Persian proverb and said “When you want 
to do a piece of good business, do not consult any oracle”. Well, it 
is the misfortune of every Mini^tei of the (Vown to consult oracles. 
Who aie the oracles in thi.^ instnneei^ I better leave unsaid. My 
honourable friend Mr. Siddicp hNo gave me an assurance and his 
assiiiame ua^ t(» tlii.s effect; l'nd(» the Peimaneiit Seltboueiit and in 
the of undoing the Permanent Settlement, >ou will have the 

sujqxjrt nf all tlie members np|HiSite. Well, I am coiniting not on their 
ab.solute but on their ccunlitional supt>ort and uhtui we meet in u 
conference, 1 liojte w(* shall luive their advice and their guiilance. 

M,\ honouiable friend Mr. Alalul Jaitif Biswas was soniewlmt in 
a bellicose mood this morning -he is not al\'a\s. 1 usually find him 
very leasonable. He was talking (d the tailuia* ol this (joverntnent 
to c.iir\ into immediate ('fleet the n't'ommendat ions of the Fhuid Com- 
missioi) lepoit. In these abnormal times, one is apt to forgt't time and 
distarne and if ni\ hoiiouiidde triemi was forg-f'tt ing- tin' limits of 
tiim*. I '•hiill ceitainl> not b«‘ une ol lhos(* who will (uiter a (b'tnurrer. 

Mv honourable friend also releri(*d to a coTubiiiation between my 
chief, the Hon'ble t hief Minister and the llon'ble Minister for Finance 
and he wondered, was this the confluence betw(*en the Ganges and the 
Jumna. Ma\ I ask him. has he forgotten tlmt the mighty rivms of 
the Ihulnia may join, similarly keeping and retaining their identity, 
with the clearer and more limpid river.s of the Meghniiy 

Sir, he ])ointed out to me the assurance given to this House by the 
last I>eader of the ()pj>osition. The value of that assuraru’e and the 
urgency ui that assuiance are w«dl know'n to me, but I agree with the 
view.s of my iionourable friend that a hero nevei appears solely to his 
admirers ami followers and, therefore, if this appreciation comes 
from quarters opposite and if the (juarters opposite have sincere views, 
then those views constitute the highe.st form of flattery. 

Sir, with the.se oh.servations 1 have foniiall\ to oppose the cut 
motions moved. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I shall now put motion No. 2 of 
Mr. Abdulla-Al-Mahmood and motion No. 3 of Mr. Nikunja Bebari 
Maiti to vote. 

Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: They should be put to vote 
separately. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes. 
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The motion of Mr. Abdulla-Al-Mahmood that the demand of 
Re. 36,22,000 for expenditure under the head “7 — Land Revenue” be 
reduced by Re. 100, was then put and a division taken with the 
following result : — 




RMil Aili, Mailaiia^. 

AMal Nall, Mr. Mina. 

ANal MtmU, Mr. A. M. 

AMal Karim. Mr. 

AMal um Biiwai. Maaivi. 

AMal Majid. Mr. tyad (Naakaall). 

AMal Matalak Malik, Dr. 

AMalta-AI Makmtaa, Mr. 

AMar Rakmaa. Khaa Bakalar A. F. M. 

AMar RaMhia Makmaod, Mr. 

AMar RaiktM. Maaivi Md. 

ANai IkakMd. Maaivi Md. 

Akal Masbim, Maaivi. 

Abal Naiaia Ahmad, Mr. 

Ahmad All Mridha. Maaivi. 

Ahaiad Nataia, Mr. 

Aalad Hanaia Kkaa, Khaa Bahadur Maaivi. 

Fulul Qaadir, Khaa Bahadur Maulvl. 

Faiiur Rahmaa, Mr. (Daaaa). 

Failar Rahmaa, Mr. (Mymaaiiagh). 

NOE$ 

AMul Nadt, Mr. Mia. 

AMui Hakim, Maaivi (Mymaaiiagh). 

AMal dahhar, Maaivi. 

Ahdal MaJM, Maulvl (Mymaaiiagh). 

AMal Wahah Khaa, Mr. 

AMal Wahid, Maaivi. 

AMar Rauf. Khaa Bahadur Maaivi I. (Havrah). 
AMar Rauf, Khaa Bahadur lhah (Raagyar). 

AMar Rauak, Maaivi. 

Abu Hauaia larkar, Maaivi. 

Abal Fual, Mr. Md. 

Aiharyya Ohaadhary, Maharaja laihi Kaata, af 
Mukfagacha, Myaiaaiiagh. 

Ahmad All KaayaMuri, Khaa Bahadur Maalaaa. 
Ahaiad Khaa, Mr. lyad. 

Amiaullah, Khaa tahib Maaivi. 

Amir All Mia, Maulvl Md. 

Aiimaddia Ahmad, Mr. 

Aihar All, Maaivi. 

Badraddaja, Mr. tyad. 

BaaarJaa. tha Naa'hia Mr. Framatha Hath. 

Baaarjl, Mr. lafya Priya. 

Barat All, Mr. Md. 

Baraia, Baba Framhari. 

Burma, Mr. FuiyaJH. 

Barmaa, Baba thyama FraiM. 

Barmaa, tha Naa'bla Mr, Uyaadra Hath. 

Baaa, tha Maa’bla Mr. laataih Kamar. 

Bhawmih. Or. Bablada Ohaadra. 

Birkmyra, Dr Naary, Bart. 

Biiwai, Baha Ukihml Harayaa. 

•iiwai, Mr. Railh Lai. 

Mwai, Mr. taraadra Rath. 

BBahraharty. Mr.daltadra Rath. 
tBakraBarty, Baha R ar aadr a Rarayaa. 


Haitaddin Ohaadhart. Maaivi. 

HamMaddin Ahaiad, Khaa taUb. 
dalaluddia Ahmad, Khaa Bahadur Maaivi. 
daiimaddia Ahmad, Khaa lahib Maaivi. 
Maniruddin Akbaad, Maaivi. 

Maiud Ail Kkaa Faani. Ai-HadJ Maaivi. 
Mahammad All, Khan Bahadur. 

Muhammad lirall, Maaivi. 

Mahammad llddifua, Khan Bahadur Dr. lyad 
Haiarailab, Hawabtada K. 

Haiimaddla Khwaja Sir, K. C. I. E. 

Raaraddin, Mr. K. 

Raxaar Rahman Khan, Mr. 
lahaba-Alam, Mr. lyad. 
lalim, Mr. I. A. 
larajal liiam, Mr. 
lhahabuddin, Mr. Khwaja, 0. B. E. 

Tamiiuddin Khan, Mr. 

Yuiat All Cbaadhary, Mr. 

Zahar Ahmad Chaadbary, Maaivi. 
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ehaudhuri. Rai Narandra Hath. 

Ohlypandala, Mr. d. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Oai. Rai lahib Anukal Chandra. 

Dai, Rai lahib Kirit Bhuian. 

Das, Mr. Manmaban. 

Das Bupta, Baba Kbagandra Hath. 

Das Bapta, Irijat Harandra Hath. 

Outta Bupta, Miu Mira. 

Outta Maiumdar, Mr. Hiharaada. 

Emdadal Hagua, Kui. 

Fallal Nag, tha Han’bla Mr. A. K. 

Bhaia, Mr. Atnl Krishna. 

Biasuddin AhmH, Mr. 

Balam Rabhani Abammad, Maaivi. 

Balam larwar Nataini, Mr. lhah lyad. 

BriMths. Mr. C. 

Bapta, Mr. J. H. 

Byasaddin Ahmad Cbaadhary, AlhadJ. 

Habibultab, tha Han'Ma Hawab Bahadur K., tl 

Ddaca. 

Naiaa All Chawdhary, Mr. tyad. 

Nasanaiiaman, Maaivi Md. 

Nasbam All Khan, TN Naa’bla Khaa Bahadur 
Maaivi. 

Naaiaa Marsbad, Mrs., M. B. E. 

Natamally damadar, Khaa lahib Maulvl. 

Nandry, Mr. David. 

Idris Ahmad Mia, Maaivi. 
danab AU Majumdar, MaalvL 
Kahiraddia Khaa. Khaa Rahaiar HmilvL 
Kaaam AH Mina, lahMaada Kaaraa dab lyad. 
Kaaaady, Mr. I. B. 

Kamar, Mr. Atal Chmidra. 

Kaada, Mr. NMitha Hatlk 
LaMrf, taha Aahataah. 
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MMwtM. m. •. p. 

MnMta AImM, Or. (tHn)* 
lii^ Hr. Kimt. 

Hiltaiir, Mn. Mt«aprtva. 

■Mial. Hr. A«rita Lai. 

■amlaL Hr. laaka lakarL 
Maaial, Mr. ilrat Ohaatra. 

Maatfaf, Mr. Jtf aatfra Nat*. 

MaatfaL Mr. Kriakaa Praiatf. 

Maairattaaiaa lilaaiakadi, Maalaaa Mi. 
Ma^kal Httaia, Mr. 

Mahala All. Mr. M. 

Mtakar)a«, Tka Haa’kif Dr. lyaaiaarataa. 
Matlaai All Mallak. Maaivi M. 

Makaaiaiak Atial, Nkaa takalar MaaM Syaa. 
Makaaiaiaa IkraMm, Maaivi. 

Makaaiaiak likaiia*, Maaivi. 

Makkar}!, Dr. N. 1. 

Maikarraf Haasain, Nawak, Kkaa Bakakar. 
Maitafawial Naqaa, Mr. lyak. 

Naikar, Mr. Haai Okaakra. 
fattlafar, Mr. Q. U. 


PraMMlk. Mr. TarMtianM. 
OakauM, Kkaa iaka^r A. M. L. < 
Ka/Makkki TaraMar. MaaIrL 
RaatMkia Akaiak, Mr. 

Ray. Mr. Dkaaaajay. 

Ray. Mr. Maaaiatka Nalk. 

Ray. Mr. PaDraai. 
takrakkla Akaiak, Mr. 
talrakkla Akaiak, Naji. 
kaaaaUak. Dr. 

•aayal, Mr. laiaaka takar. 
kaa, Mr. Atal Okaakra. 
kaa. Mr. Dklraakra Natk. 
kaa. kafaak Okaakra, Ral Bakakar. 
tkakakall, Mr. 

•kaaiaakkia Akaiak, Ika Naa*kla Mr. 
aiafka, Baka Ktkatra Natk. 

•Irkar, Baka LIHa Maaka. 
atark, Mr. A. P. 

Yaaiat Mina. 

Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


The A yes heiii^' 40 imd the Noes 111, the in(»ti(ni wus lost. 


Tiie motion ot Mr. Nikuiija Heliari Maiti that the demaml of 
lls. 0t;.‘..^’.i,00t) for e.\j)emlif ure under the head “7 — Land Revenue" be 
reduced h\ Hs. 100, was then put and lost. 

Mfluivi AHMED ALI MRIOHA: Air. JK^puty Speaker. Sir, 1 beg 
to imof* that ihe demand of Hs. d(i,22.tlOO under the head “7 —Land 
I{ev(*nuc he i(*duced 1»\ !{*.. 100. The (d»ject of ni\ motion is to raise 
a discussion about the aholiti(m of garnishing .system of collection. 

Sir, 1 have got other motions ahso. May 1 move them now? 


Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1‘lea.sc confine yourself l(» item No. 4 
onl> . 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Yes. Sir, This svstmn is perni- 
cious in it> cliaracter ami baneful in its operation. There was a 
similar j)rovi.sion in the Jtengal Tenancy Act, \Vc took notice’ of it 
and wc took steps to abolish it fnun tlie Ihmgul Tenancy Act. 
The Bengal Tenancy Act provided that the landlonls could proceed 
against not only the property but also against the person of the tenant 
as well as movable and other immovable properties including the crops 
standing on the land. In accordance with that there was a provision 
in the Certificate Procedure wherein a landlord could place u list of 
the defaulting tenants before the Certificate Officer so that he might 
proceed against the tenant and attach his movable and immovable 
properties. We have already abolished, as I have said, such a provi- 
sion from the Bengal Tenancy Act so far as it touched the personal 
property of the tenants in default other than the tenancy in default. 
Today Sir, the landlord cannot proceed against either the crop or any 
movable property of the defaulting tenant. He alao cannot proeaad 
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against any property other than the tenancy in default. In spite of 
that there is a provision like this by which the landlord can proceed 
not in his own name but through the Certificate Court in an abnormal 
way against the tenants — sub-tenants — and have the properties of all 
kinds sold, even the person of the tenants not being excluded. This 
system is called “garnishing system” but I characterise it as a perni- 
cious system. If this system has escaped the notice of the last Goveru- 
ment it must at least receive attention just now because this system is 
pernicious in the same way as the provision in the Bengal Tenancy Act 
to which I have already referred. So, Sir, this system must be dis- 
continued. There must no longer be a provision like that in the Law, 
by which a landlord can proceed against the person or other properties 
of the tenant. It should no more be possible for a landlord to take 
recourse to certificate procedure to proceed against the person or pro- 
perties of the tenant. Sir, the position now is that if a landlord does 
not pay a cess naturally the Collector pounces ui)on the zemindar and 
serves a notice on him under the (.’ertihcate ]*ro(;edure Rules Then 
and there the zemindar furnishes the names (d' tenants who are in 
arrears not only of various cesses but also of rent and then the ()rovi- 
sion under the Public Demands Recovery Act is utilised and all the 
mischief comes. Today the positifui is that the standing crop is also 
attached. There is unrest in the countryside. You know, Sir, year 
before last on our motion the Certificate Rnwedure has been disconti- 
nued in regard not onl\ to the zemindar’s rent cases but also in regard 
to kbas molial and other lands of Government. But toda> under this 
highly injurious provision a landlord can proceed not only against the 
tenancy in default but also against the per.'.on. moveable and other 
immovable properties of the tenant who is not actually the tenant 
oi the Collector but a tenant of the defaulting zemindar. Therefore, 
Sir, we urge that this provision should at once be abolished and the 
tenants nut proceeded against in that manner. Today the conditions in 
the countryside have become very mucli worse and in many districts 
famine (‘ontinues. When disa.sters overtake the country, Govern- 
ment come forward to help the people by distributing relief, by grant- 
ing loans and by making provision for gratuitous and test relief. 
There also this pernicious system is adopted for the collection of th# 
dues of landlords by the Collector — a man who is not to receive the 
money from tenants. That being the position, I hope it may now be 
possible for Government to give effect to my motion regarding the 
abolition of the garnishing system of cullection. 

AdJounmiMit 

It being 11-30 a.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 8-30 a m. on Tuesday, the 10th 
March, 1942, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



1942 .] 


57 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

The Assembly met iu tbe Assembly House, Calcutta, ou Tuesday, 
the 10th March, 1942, at 8-30 a.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Svkd J vi.am diu.v IIashkmy) iu the (’’hair, 
9 Hon’hle Ministers ami 195 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral antwers were given) 

Alleged assault and arrest of students by police. 

M14. Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: ui) Is the Hon’ble Minister iu ehaigi 
of the Home Department aware — 

f/i that •several student'^ and youn^ men iiave rec'ently l)eei] 
a.ssaulted i»\ the police o!i the liong^aon railway station; and 

U!) tliat five }oiin^ men have been arrested at tlie Jessore station f 

{h} If the answer to ia) is in the aftirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

u) the reunion thereof ; and 

(//) whether he is contemplating taking any steps in the matter P 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon*Mi 
Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (a) (i) The local authorities have no informa- 
tion but further enquiries are being made and I will give the honourable 
member the information when it is received. 

(;/) This is not correct. No arrest was made. 

{b) Does not arise. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when can we expect this enquiry to be finished? 

The Hon’blo Mr. A. K. PAZLUL HUQ: Well, Sir, the authoritiefl 
were addressed a few days ago and I expect the information by the end ol 
this week, 
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Khan MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

^eaaed to state if he was personalty present at the railway station when 
this occurrence took place? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I was in my compart- 
ment, but I did not see anything. 

Arreat of Muslim students at Barisai. 

•115e Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI: (a) Is the Hon’hle Minister in 
charge of the Home Department aware — 

(i) that 50 Muslims were arrested at Barisai on the 11th January, 

194L'; 

(ii) lhat 29 of them were confined in a liajat; and 

(///) that the said hajat was originally meant lor four persons? 

(5) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the llou’ble 
Minister lie jdeased to state the reasons tor such arre.sts and confinement 
in such a small jdaee? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: {a) (i) 45 persons were 
arrested, 

(ii) This is not true. 

(/if) Does not arise. 

(5) They were arrested lor eonunitting an offence under section 295, 
Indian Beiial Code, lor defiling u mosque. The allegation of confine- 
ment is, as 1 ha\e said, wholly untrue. 

The hoys weie let off with a warning. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hou’ble Minister be 
pleased *to state in what manner the defiling of the mosque took place? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: They got up on the roof 

of the mosque with shoes on, and they were obstructing persons coming 
to the mosque for saving their prayer. I say it from the report. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Eon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if this is a cognisable offence? 

The Hen’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: They were arrested under 
the orders of the Subdivisional Magistrate. 

Khan Bfthadur MOHAMMED ALI: Was there any complaint lodged 
or was there any person who sent information to the authorities? 
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Tha Mon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL .HUQ: The M^atrate, tba Sub- 
divisional Officer and the Superintendent of Police were thena, and they 
must have acted under the orders of the Magistrate. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi 8YE0 MUHAMMAD AFZAL: Is the Rou ble . 

Minister aware that Mauivi Ashrafuddin Talukdar, a private Muslim 
member, complained against those students who defiled the mosque f 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is true. 

Mft AHMED HOSAIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state where the arrested boys were detained till they were let offP 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: They were taken to the 
thana, and as soon as 1 came to know of this I told the District Magis- 
trate to let them off with a warning. 

Mr. AHMED H08AIN: How long were they kept there? 

The Hon’hle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not know that. 

Mr. AHMED HOSAIN: Were they left in the hajat? 

The Hon’We Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HU^: They were not in hajat at 
all. 

Maintenance allowance of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose and his family. - 

M16. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to 
state whether the Government have made any enquiry of the India 
Government about Mr. Sarut Chandra Bose’s family allowance and his 
maintenance allowance in Tiichinopoly Jail including diet, clothing, 
books, toilet, etc.? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state the amount of allowances given to 
Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, in respect of the following items: — 

(t) diet, 

(it) clothing, 

(ni) books and newspapers, 

(tv) toilet, and 

(v) the maintenance of his family? 
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(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) n^hetber Oovernment have made any enquiry of the India 
Government about the present state of health of Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose; and 

(u) whether any arrangements have been made there for the treat- 
ment of his ailments? 

(d) If the answer to (c)(t) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the result of the enquiry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) and (b) Mr. Bose is 
in detention under the terms prescribed in the Madras Security 
Prisoners’ Rules as regards items (h)(i) to (iv) but he has been given 
permission to receive up to Rs.bO monthly to supplement the diet 
allowance of annas 9 daily and to meet other requirements and special 
arrangements have been made for a cook. The Government of India 
have informed us that Mr. Bose’s family w'ill receive an allowance of 
Rs. 1,000 and we have made arrangements for this sum to be paid to his 
wife. 

(c) and (d) No such enquiry was made but two of my colleagues 
recently visited him and I understand that his present state of health 
gives no ground for immediate serious concern. Medical attendance is 
provided in the Trichinopoly Jail. 

Restrictions for holding meetings at Dacca. 

M17. Khan Bahadur Mauivi AULAD H08AIN KHAN: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to 
"state whether it is a fact that the District Magistrate, Dacca, has 
passed an order prohibiting holding of any meeting without permission 
from the District Magistrate ten days before? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether mtlad party, waez mah/il and other 
non-political and purely religious assemblies have been exempted? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that going to Dacca for the 
mufassal people for getting the permission is expensive ? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
District Magistrate has delegated any such power to the Subdivisional 
Officer or to any Subdivisional Police Officer? 

The Hon’blO Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) and (b) Yes. 

(c) Application can be sent by post. 

(d) No, but the Subdivisional Officers are already authorised under 
Government Notification No. 1384-P. (paragraph 6), of the 4th March^ 

1641. 
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Khan Bifiadur MOHAMMED ALi: Will the Hon ble Mtnister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that even members of this Legislature are 
debarred from addressing their constituents unless they can satisfy the 
District Magistrate that nothing would be spoken against the present 
Ministry ? 

The Hoci’Me Mr. A. K. FAILUL HUQ: It is most maliciously 
untrue. 


Relief to zemindars of flood and cyclone affected districts. 

M18, Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEAs {a) U the Hoirble 
Minister in chnrge of the Revenue lX*iM»rt!neiit aware — 

(i) that several districts in the 1‘rovince like Rurdwun, Midmvix)re, 
Bankura, Ilooghly and Howrah have been affected by the 
recent floods and the district of Noakhali by cyclone; 

(u) whether it is a fact that the raiyats in the affecied areas are not 
paying the rent to the Kemindars timely and regularly; and 

{ni) that the remindurs of the said districts are unable to pay 
(fovernment revenue and cess, ©to. P 

{h) If the answer to (o) (ti) is in the affirmative, will the lion' hi© 
Minister be plea8e<l to state what steps, if any, the (lovemment pro|K)e© 
to take in the matter? 

MINISTER in charg. of th. REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tb. 
Hon’ble Mr. PmiwUM AaUi Bantr}..): (a) (t) The of 

Burdw'an, Miduapore, Bankura, lioogbly and Howrah were only 
partially affected by floods, and the district of Noakhali was affecUd by 
cyclone. 

(ii) and (ui> No, except in the case of the Noakhali district. 

{b) Government issued the following instructions in June last to 
give relief to the proprietors and tenants of private estates as also to 
the tenants of Khasmahal estates of the districts of Noakhali, Bakar- 
ganj and Tippera in the mutter of payment of land revenue and cesses 
during the period of distress: — 

(1) No estates should be put up to sale for total or partial default 
in payment of land revenue for any kut till the next 
harvest. The estates which have already been advertised for 
sale may be exempted from sale under section 18 of the 
Sale Law. 
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(2) No steps should be taken to execute the pending* certificate 

•in respect of road, public works and education cesses till th 
next harvest. Fresh certificates may be filed for the lealisa 
tion of arrears of such cesses only when they are about to b 
time-barred, but their execution should be suspended till th 
next harvest. 

(3) If the projnaetors of private estates apply for suspension o 

remission of their land revenue and cesses, action shoul 
be freely taken under rules 171, 190 and 192 of the Benga 
Tauzi Manual, 1940. 

(4) In case of Khasmahal estates, relief should be given to th 

tenants by way of suspension of land revenue and cesse 
till the next harvest in accordance with the rules containe 
in Part I of Chapter XIV of the Bengal Tauzi Manual, 194C 

No such relief is, however, in contemplation of Government in th 
cases of the other districts mentioned. 


SYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleasec 
to state if these instructions will be followed in Noakhali till the nex 
harvesting season? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: If there is ani 
difficulty about Noakhali, the honourable member will kindly let m( 
personally know all about it so that I can enquire into the matter. 


Relief to fliMMLstriokeii people. 

*119. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: Will the Hon’ble Ministe 
in charge of the llevcnue Department be pleased to lay on the Tabh 
a statement showing — 


(a) the relief distributeil this 
of— 

year among the flood-stricken j)eopl( 

(1) Burdwan, 

(5) Midnapore, 

(2) Hooghly, 

(6) Bankura, 

(3) Murvshidabad, 

(7) Jalpaiguri, and 

(4) Noakhali, 

(8) Barisai; and 

(b) the percentage of paddy crops damaged in each of the eaic 
districts P 
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The Hon’M* Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: A^st«t«.m«nt 
is laid on the Table. 

Statement referred to in reply to clauaee («) and (b) of etarred yueetion No. 119, 

Relief distribute,!. reretuitaRe of pwldy crops 

uaniagod. 

(7) Burdwan district, Rs. 

Gratuitous relief . . . . 3,692 Not exceeding 25 i>er cent, in 

the worst affected area. 

Agricultural loans . . . . 400 

Free grant for rebuilding of huts 14,431 

(2) Hooghly district. 

Gratuitous relief . . . . 9,600 20 per cent , in the affected 

areas. 

Free grant for rebuilding of huts 1,000 

(3) Murshidabad district. 

Gratuitous relief .. .. 2,450 18*5 per cent, of (iman paddy 

in the affected areas. 

Agricultural loans . . . . 37,092 

(4) Noakhali district. 

Agricultural loans . . , . 12,49,841 50 to 56 per cent, of aus and 

19 to 25 per cent, of low land 
broadcast paddy. 

Loans to non-agriculturists . . 8,637 

Loans to artisans and weavers . . 2,063 

Gratuitous relief . . . . 88,093 

Relief by way of poddy husking 1 ,25,000 
Test relief . . . . 22,060 

Advanced to district board for 75,000 

test relief. 

(5) Mtdnapore district. Rs. 

Agricultural loans . , . . 23,308 16 per cent, in the affec;ted 

area. 

Gratuitous relief . . . . 4,635 

Free grant for rebuilding of huts 4,975 

. (0) Bankura district. 

Agricultural loans .. .. 2,325 Only 12*6 per cent, of aus 

paddy in a limited area. 

Gratuitous relief . . 1,200 

About 20 mds. of rabi seeds distri- 
buted free. 
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Relief distributed. 


Percentage of paddy crops 
damag^. 

(7) Jalpaiguri district. 



There was no flood. 



(S) Barisal district. 



Gratuitous relief 

. 5,96,805 

25 to 50 per cent, of aus paddy; 
no damage to aman paddy. 

Test works 

. 6,20,000 

Agricultural loans . . 

. 24,24,689 


Loans to non-agriculturists 

84,474 



Mfi SYED ABDUL MAJID ; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if any money has been sanctioned for Noakhali for giving* 
agricultural loan? 

The Hon’ble Mr, PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have not got 
any information at present with me, but if the honourable member wants 
the information I can certainly supply it. 

Relief to the weavers of Bengal. 

•120. Maulvi AZHAR ALI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Agriculture and Industries Department aware — 

(i) that the weavers of the Province are hard hit for the — 

(1) high i)rice of yarn required for their looms, 

(2) lesser price of cloth produced by them, and 
(8) inadequate supply of yarn ; and 

{ii) that weavers working in their own looms cannot earn even 
annas 4 per day? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what step, if any, he proposes to take in the 
matter? 

MINIBTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUBTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Dacca): (a) (i) (l) and (3) Yes. 

{a) (0 (2) and (a) {ii) Ooveniment have no definite information. 
It is, however, a fact that the price of handloom cloth has not risen 
proportionately to the rise in the price of yarn and the income of the 
weavers has been affected thereby. 
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(b) The question of controlling the price of yarn has engaged the 
attention of this Government and that of Madras and the Government 
of India for some time past hut in the ahsence of pri(‘e control which 
is difficult to acliieve the other suggestion to control yarn has l)een to 
control its distribution, i.e., to make an adequate sup])ly of yarn avail- 
able for handloom weavers; and to that end all cotton mills in India, 
weaving and spinning, have been exempted from the o]U*ration of sec- 
tion d4 of the Fact(»ries Act relating to limit of working hours and in 
llengal they have recently been further exempted from section 38, 
relating to spread-over of working hours. 

At the lust Price ('ontrol Conference held at Delhi it was proposed 
to appoint a Central Yarn Commissioner with the Government of India 
to be associated witli an Advisory Committee comjiosed of the pn*sent 
members of the Yarn Sub-Committee of the Textile Panel. Each 
province will have a Yarn Commissioner and an Advisory Panel, the 
latter being composed of the representatives of mills and yarn merchants 
in the province. The distribution of yam will lie effected in two 
stages — 

(J) primary wholesale dealers who w'ill purchase directly from the 
mills; and 

('21 other dealers who will purchase from the primary wholesale 
dealers and distribute to the consumers. 

The Provincial Government will license dealers in both these stages and 
no Don-licensed person will be allowed to sell yarn. 

It is hoped that this scheme of distribution will make yam available 
for the handloom weavers in a reasonable quantity. JiOti'r if experience 
shows that the system does not w'ork satisfactorily, a system of price 
control will be considered. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to say when this Yam Commissioner and the Advisory Panel 
for Bengal will be formed P 

Th» Hoffi’bM liawM> Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dafloax 

The Yam Commissioner and the Advisory Panel are to be appointed by 
tbe Government of India and not by the Government of Bengal. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: It is given in the answer that 
each province will have a Yarn Commissioner and an Advisory PaneL 

The Hon’Mo Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooat 

In the last Price Control Conference held at Delhi, it was decided that 
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there should be Yarn Commissioners and Advisory Panels. I think the 
Government of India should appoint their Yarn Commissioner first and 
then the Provincial Government will follow. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will ihe Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state when the Central (loveninieiit is going to form that 
Board ? 

The Hofi’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

That I could not say. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister con- 
sider the desirability of encouraging spinning so that weavers may get 
hand-spun yam? 

The Hofi’hle Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Government are also thinking of their own jK)wer looms so as to supply 
these peojde with yarn themselves, but that is in the purview of the 
present Industrial Survey Committee which has not yet submitted its 
rejiort. As soon as the reix>rt comes from the Industrial Survey Com- 
mittee, Government will take steps to see that they are provided with 
their own yarn from their own power looms. 


Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the Government of India make unusual delay whether 
the Government of Bengal will take the initiative? 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is your question? 


Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: The Hon’ble Minister has stated 
that it is related to the Government of India's formation of this Panel. 
My question is w’hether the Hon’ble Minister will be pleased to say if 
the Government of India make unusual delay whether the Bengal 
Government will take up the matter because of the urgency in Bengal. 

Mr. DEPUTY BPEAKER: This is a matter for the Government of 
India. How can the Bengal Government take the initiative? 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Weavers are going to be affected 
more in Bengal than in other provinces of India. So, if in any case, 
the Goveriunent of India does not take up the matter seriouslv. will our 
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The Hofi’Me Nawab Khmja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, Dam: 

We are in correspondence with the Government of India and we* ^ra 
doing our utmost so that the Government of India may come to an 
early decision. 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon hle Minister 
be pleased to enlighten ihe House when the Provincial Government will 
begin licensing dealers so that weavers may get yarn? 

The Hon’ble Nawah Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Steps are being taken to do this as early as iM»ssible. 

Maulvi AZHAR ALI; Will Government please take steiie so that 
these licensed dealers may not sell yarn at any rate they like? 

The Hon’hle Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dam: 

As I have already }K)inted out in in> reply, that price control is coming 
very soon. 


Procession at Comilla. 

M21. Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMAD: M Will the ITon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact — 

(7) that on the 20111 January. 1942, a prochssion was led through 
the streets of Comilla town; and 

(n) that the processionists held a meeting in the Comilla Town 
Hall premises? 

(If) If the answer to in) is in the afllirmutive. will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any permission for the procession 
and the meeting was taken from the District Magistrate? 

(r) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(J) WHll the HonMde Minister Ik* pleased to state whether any 
arrests were made in that conne<’tion? 

(e) If not, why not? 

the Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(b) and (d) No. 

(c) I am not in a position to know why those resimnsihle for the 
procession and meeting did not apf^ly for permission. 

(c) Nothing prejudicial was done in the meeting or in the procession. 
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Mfi AfIMED HOEAlNl With reference to answer (e) regarding 
taking out a procession without licence and holding meetings, will the 
Hon’ hie Minister be pleased to state if these acts themselves are not 
prejudicial to law and order? 

Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is an expression of opinion. That 
is no question. 

Mfi SYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what was the occasion for taking out a procession on 26 th 
January last in Comilla? 

The Hon’lile Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I want notice. I find 
nothing in the papers. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA HATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is not a fact that such meetings and processions 
were held last year also in the town of Comilla for celebrating the 
‘‘Independence Day” without licence? 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. 

Giving effect to the recommendations of Floud Commission. 

•122. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether the Government 
have accepted all the recommendations of the Floud Commission? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) which of the recommendations have been accepted; and 

(n) which of them will be given effect to within the next financial 
year? 

(c) (i) If the Government have accepted the recommendation for 
abolition of the Zemindary system of Bengal? 

(n) If so, what amount of compensation? 

(ill) When will it be given effect to? 

The Hon’bis Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: In the midst 
of the urgent problems created by the war the present Ministry have 
not yet had time to complete their examination of the recommendations 
of the liond Revenue Commission. 

Sir, may I add to the printed answer that yesterday I made an 
additional st&tement in this connection? ^ 
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Mr. SHAHEDALi: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleastd to state 
what are the functions that have Wen entrusted to the Hon’ble Revenue 
Minister in connection with the wai-y 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That (piestion does not arise. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI; The llon’ble Minister in his answer has said, 
‘‘in the iniidst of the urgent problems created bv the war, the present 
Ministry have not yet had time to complete their examination of the 
recommendations of the liand Revenue (’ommission.” Sir, 1 wanted 
to know what are the function'^ of the llon’ble Re\eniie Minister in that 
connection. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Shahedali, you are entitled to ask 
supplementary questions to elicit further information. You can ask 
for information about the Floud (hunmission and not alwut his business 
in connection with the war and such thin^fs. 


Fall in the price of raw Jute. 

*123. MaiHvi AZHAR ALI. (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Agriculture and Industries Department aware that recently price 
of raw jute has gone considerably lower than whut was prevailing 
during the earlier i)art of Octol)er, 1941 ? 

(6) Is it a fact that Government (.on template to allow jute to be 
growm to the extent of two-thirds of recorded jute lands next yenrP 

(c) Is it a fact that representatives of the jute growers in the 
advisory committee are opposed to itP 

(d) Is it a fact that mill owners and balers have 8top|)ed Imying 
raw juteP 

(e) If so, will the Hon’blc Minister he pleased to state the reason 
thereof P 

The Hofi’hle NawM> Khwaja HABIBULLAH iahatfur, ef Daooai 

(a) Mufassal prices of jute at the end of November, 1941, were lower 
than the (corresponding prices at the Wginning of October but the drop 
cannot be called considerable. 

(ft) Government decided to fix the acreage of the 1942 crop at 10 
annas of that of 1940 and the necessary notification under the Jute 
Regulation Act was issued on the Ist December. 

(c) Yes. The growers’ re presen tat ive.s on the Advisory Boavd con- 
stituted under the Jute Regulation Act were oppcjsed to any increase 
of the acreage over that of 1941 but Government were unable to accept 
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that reoomtnendaticm because it would have resulted in a shortage of 
raw materials to meet urgent and important demands for jute goods 
from abroad. 

(d) No. 

(e) Does not arise. 

Dr aUREaH CHANDRA BANERJEE; With reference to answer 
(c), in view of what has happened recently in the South Pacific, does 
the Government think that urgent and important demands for jute goods 
from abroad, if any, will still continue? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacoas 

"Government is earnestly considering this problem and will shortly issue 
a statement in this House in this connection. 

Maulvi AZHAR ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
if it is a fact that there is a huge stock both with the mill-owners and 
with the cultivators as well? 

The Hon'ble Nawab Khvvaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa; 

I have already said that a statement will be issued by Government 
shortly. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
plea8(»d to state when that statement is likely to be made? 

The Hon’Me Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

As soon as Government have come to a final conclusion. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if lie is aware of the fact that the sowing has !a!lready 
begun and unless a statement is made and restriction Ls made imme- 
diately, it will be ineffective? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

We are aw’are of the fact that sowing has begun and a statement will 
be made as early as possible. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the present Government is ready to accept the respon- 
sibility if the price goes down due to abnormal increase? 

The Hofi’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

I cannot bind Government as to the acceptance or non-acceptance. 
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. “r?, to answer (o). will 

the Hon ble Minister be pleased to state what was the source of informa- 
tion of Government that there will be a shortajfc of raw materials to 
meet urgent and imiiortant demands for jute goods from abroad? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Oaooa: 

From the Government of India. 

Msillvi MUHAMMAD ISRAILs ^ay 1 know what was the ground 
and what was the source of information that there will l>o a shortage of 
raw materials to meet urgent and important demands for jute gimds 
from abroad, in view of the fact that the Advisory Board took every- 
thing into consideration and Government placed all the materials iKjfot^ 
the Advisory Board and by giving cxrnsideration to all the materials 
placed before the Board, the Board by a majority came to a decision? 


Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Chief Minister will make a statement 
to clarify the position. 


Th0 Hofl’ble MFi At Kt FAZLUL HUQ: This jute problem naturally 
has given every one of us moments of great anxieties. Many of us have 
been of the opinion that the acreage would l)e shortened. In these 
circumstances it so hajUKiiied that the Commerce Memlier of the Gov- 
ernment K>f India paid a visit to Calcutta. We wero in conference 
with him and he has assured us that from infonnution received he was 
quite satisfied that the demand for raw jute would be of a considernhle 
character and the United States had given an assurance that they would 
be able to absorb raw jute even if the whole of the acreage was under 
jute. Subsequently the entry of the Japanese into the war made (x*rtain 
changes in the situation and I went to Delhi |)ersonally. The situation 
is this: The Government of India have assured us (hat so far as demand 
is concerned, there w'ill he no shortage at all. The only jKiHsilnlity for 
apprehension would Ije whether there will lie transport facilities and 
they have assured us that if for any reason the price fell beyond a 
certain limit, they will come to our rescue and help us to the utmost 
possible limit. We can on our own re.sfKinsibility now shorten the 
acreage, but if having done that in spite of the advice of the Govern- 
ment of India price will fall, w'e will not be able to ask the Government 
of ^ndia to help us. Whereas at the present moment if we accept the 
proposition of the Government of India and if things go wrong unfor- 
tunately, we will be able to ask the Government of India to give us all 
possible help. We are still in communication with the Government 
of India and in the shortest possible time we will be able to announce 
our decision. 
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pu aUREW CHANDRA BANERJEE: In view of the ^act that 

there has £een acute shortage of rice in Bengal, does not the Govern- 
ment think that it would be better to increase the cultivation of rice 
instead of increasing the cultivation of jute P 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadufi of Dacca: As 

far as I am aware, there is an increased acreage under rice production. 
Further, Government is already trying its best to increase the produc- 
tion of rice as far as possible. To the knowledge%f Government there 
is not very much shortage of paddy in Bengal. 


Appointments in the Co-operative Credit and Rund Indebtedness 
Department from 1937 to 1941. 

•124. Mr. MD. ABUL FAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Co-oi^erative Cre<lit and Rural Indebtedness Department 
be pleased to lay on the Table a statement showing, grade by grade, — 

(а) the number of clerical and other superior appointments (not 

menials) made in the departments in his charge from Ist 
April, 1937, to 30th June, 1941, from the — 

(1) Hindus, 

(2) Muslims, 

(3) Scheduled Castes, and 

(4) others; 

(б) the number of each caste drawing salary of Es.lOO per month 

and upwards ; and 

(c) the number of those referred to in (a) that are related to any 
of the Hon’ble Ministers including himself P 


MINISTER ifi^bargS of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hoii’ble Khan Bahaddr 
MauIvi Haaham Ali Khan): (a) and (6) A statement is laid on the 
Table. 

(r) Ne relationship exists with me."^ I am not aware if any oi them 
ia related to any of the other Hon’ble Ministen. 
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Statement re/erred to in repjy to etatwee fa) and (b) of ttamd qutOm No. ill 


NuinbcNT of ftppointm«at«. 

(a) Name of post or office. 








Caste 

Hindua 

Muslims. 

Scheduled 

Castes. 

Others. 

(1) Inspectors of Co-operative Socie- 
ties. 

11 

19 

7 

2 

(2) Special Officers, Debt Conciliation 

37 

56 

18 

7 

(3) Auditors of Co-operative Societies 

15 

19 

0 

1 

(4) Assistants in the Co-opierative CYotiit 
and Rural Indebt^ness Depart- 
ment. 

8 

12 

4 


(5) Stenographers to Deputy Dirtx*tors, 
Debt Conciliation, 

2 



•• 

(6) Clerks in the offices of the Deputy 
Directors, Debt Conciliation. 

•• 

3 

•• 


(7) Clerks in the office of the Registrar 
of Co-operative Societies. 

1 

3 

1 

*• 

(8) Typists in the Co-operative Oedit 
and Rural Indebt^ness Depart- 
ment. 

1 


•• 

•* 

(9) Muharrir . . 


I 



(10) Typists in the office of the Registrar 
of Co-operative Societies, Bengal. 


2 

1 

•* 

(11) Clerks in the offices of the Assistsmt 
Registrau^ of Co-operative Socie- 
ties. 

3 

4 

2 


(12) Typists in the offices of the Assist- 
ant Registrars, Co-operative 

Sooietiee. 

6 

6 

2 


(13) Special Officer, Co-operative Credit 
and Rural Indebtedness Depart- 
ment. 


1 




— • 

— — 

— 

~ 

Total 

84 

126 

44 

10 


— 

— 

— 

— 

(b) (Me Hindus 

. . 

. . 

48 


MusUms 



78 


Scheduled Castes 



26 


Others 

10 

Total 

9 

. 168 
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Court of Words Estates in Bengal. 

•126. Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the present number of Court of Wards Managers' Office in the 
Province ; 

(u) the present number of Managers employed — 

(1) Hindus, and 

(2) Muslims; and 

(m) the present number of Court of Wards Executive and Clerical 
employees drawing salary of R8.200 and over — 

(1) Hindus — 

(t) Executive, and 
(u) Clerical, and 

(2) Muslims — 

(t) Executive, and 
(it) Clerical? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there exists a feeling 
amongst the Muslims for the inadequate number of Muslim employees 
under Court of Wards? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of employ- 
ing more Muslims as executive in the Court of Wards? 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) (i) 63. 


(n) Hindus ... ... ... 66 

Muslims ... ... ... 7 

(Hi) Hindus — 

Executive ... ... ... 30 

Clerical ... ... .. 2 

Muslims — 

Executive ... ... 5 

Clerical ... ... ... Nil 
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(b) Government have received no information on thi« {mini. 

(c) In the past the people available for executive and clerical 
apiK)intmeuts in zeniiiulary work had been mostly Hindus, and when the 
Court of Wards had taken over un\ estate it had als«> had to take over 
the existin^^* staif in fairness to them. H»>wever in making? new 
appointments, the Court of Wards now gives due consideration to the 
principles of coinniiuial ratio rules ad(»pted by Government though the 
communal ratio orders do not apply to Court of Wards appointments. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: With refereme to answer (a) (it), 
does the Government consider the desirability of compensating the 
discrejKincies that are fouiul at the first opportunity':' 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The matter is 
just engaging the attention of the Governmeni. I cannot make any 
statement on the point now, 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to enlighten the House about the percentage ot estat(‘s both 
Hindu Tind Muhammadan coming umhu- Court of Ward-s? 

The Hon’hie Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERilEE: I have no 
information im the p(»in( at pfesent, l)ut if the honourable memlH:r so 
desires, the information could Im‘ made availul)!<‘ to him, 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MA4ID: Will the Hf)n’ble Minister l>e jdeased 
to state if he can tell us the proportnm ot the Muslim tenant, s to the 
Hindu tenants in those zemindaries 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 am afraid 
that will re<[uire a statistical collection whi<’h will Im‘ wliolly incom- 
mensurate with the question ari.sing out of jmrty consideration. 

) 

Mttuivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: In view ot answer (ri)(/i) does the 
Hoirble Minister consider the de.sirahilit> of re.serving the appointments 
in the Court of Wards for Muslims alone? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE S As has already 
been stated, in the case of new appointments, the Court of Wards will 
give dde consideration to the proportion of communal ratio rules. 
Beyond that at this stage I am unable to add anything. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon’ble Mmister be 
pleased to state what Government hove done for Chrisiiaas and otheraf 
6 
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*TII6 Hon'ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: No represen. 
tation has yet been received, but if any representation is received, then 
the ChristianB and others will have to come under the residue clause of 
the communal ratio rules. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Reduction of rent of the Kazi Wards Estate and Mahendra Roy Estate 

in Tippera. 

61. Mauivi MiAFIZUDDIN AHMAD: (a) Will the Hjon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department he pleased to state 
whether tlie (Government have received any representation for reduction 
of rents of the Kazi Wards Estate and Mahendra Roy Estate in the 
district of Tippera? 

(h) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Hon bl© 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, has been taken in the 
matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) Yes. 

{b) The matter was examined by the Board of Revenue and the 
Board of Revenue was of the opinion that no action was called for. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: Will the Hon ble Minister 
please tell us what is the rate of rent per higha prevailing in those 

Estates ? 


The Hon’bio Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 am afraid 
this statistics is not available to me to-day. My honourable friend 
knows probably more than anybody else. 


Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to stat^ 
if the rents in Kaxi Wards Estate and Mahendra Roy Estate are the 
highest in the Division F 


Tht Hofl*blc Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am afraid I 
have not that information to-day but as I have said the matter was 
examined by the Board of Revenue and the Board of Revenue was ol 
the opiniosk that no action was called for. 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: Will the Eon*\\e Mimster 
please tell us what rate of rent will be considered as rackrenting by the 
Governraent in order to justify the Government to act under section 112 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The Revenue 

Minister, as my honourable trieud knows, is a member of the Executive. 
Section 112 is more or less a judicial procedure. What rate of rent is 
called rackrenting is a question which ought to be judicially 
considered. 


Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be ]>leased to state 
whether the decision of the Revenue Board is final and whether the 
Hon’ble Minister will take the trouble of examining the rate of rent 
himself y 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: So far us the 

Constitutional jiowers of the Board are concerne<l, they are well-known 
to my honourable friend, but so far as the question of making further 
enquiry is concerned, I will certainly make further enquiry if he so 
desires. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: If the rate of rent is moie than 
Ks. d, does the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirabilit\ of hohling a 
further enquiry into the matter with a view to give relief to the 
tenants? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: As I indicated 
yesterday in my speech, wherever there is a question of hardship caused 
by high rent, Government will make enquiry and will try to reduce the 
high rent as far as possible and my general observation covers tbe 
particular question put this morning by my bonourable friend Mr. 
Dutta. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Board of Revenue is absolutely autonomous 
or whether it is part of the Government to which it is responsible? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The Board of 
Revenue is autonomous for certain purposes. Since we have Proviuciei 
Autonomy the autonomy of the Board of Revenue must be within the 
orbit of that Provincial Autonomy. 
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Intarvieiis with saourity pHsonm detained in HiJIi Special Jail. 

02. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULI: (a) Has the attention 
of the Hon’ hie Minister in charp^e of the Home Department been drawn 
to the p-rievances of security prisoners — 

(1) Sreejut Jnanendra Chandra Mazumdar, 

(2) Sreejut Amulya Mukherji, 

(3) Sreejut Harikuinar Hoy Choudhury, and 

(4) Sreejut Harendra Chandra Hoy 

now lodp-ed in Hijli Special ,lail reg-arding interviews with their 
relations ? 

(h) Is it a fact — 

(V) that Sreejut Jnanendra Chandra Mazumdar. m.l.a., is not 
allowed interview with his sou ; 

(it) that Sreejut Amulya Mukherji is not allowed interview with 
his younger sister; 

(Hi) that Sreejut Harikuinar Hoy Choudhury is not allowed inter- 
view with his wife and his sister-in-law; and 

(ir) that Sreejut Harendra Chandra H(>y is not allowed interview 
with his eldest brother? 

(r) Tf the answer to (h) is in the affif^native, will the Hon’ hie 
Minister he pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(d) Will the Hon’ hie Minister he pleased to state whether the 
Government are eonsidering the desirahility of removing their grievances 
alnnit interview? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) No representation 
regarding interviews has been made to Government by these prisoners 
except by Bahu Jnanendra Chandra Mazumdar. 

(h) {{) No, it is not a fact. 

(it) She was refused permission to interview him in May last. 

* (ni) An interview with his wife and his sister-in-law was refused, 
but with the mother was allowed, 

(tv) An application for interview was refused in March last. 

(c) I am not prepared to disclose the reasons in detail. 

(d) No. . 
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Mr. NISHITHA MATH KUNDU: With reference to Snswer (r), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to give us the reasons in short? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HOQ: I am merely following the 

precedents. 

Post of Cflief Inspector of Smoke Nuisances. 

83. Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: Will the Hon’hle Minister in charge 

of the Public Health and Local Self-Huvernment Department be pleased 
to stale — 

(i) the qualifications of the Chief Inspector of Smoke Nuisances and 

Inspector of Smoke Nuisances; 

(ii) the method of recunitment to these ]>osts; and 

(tit) whether the rules of lecruitment are strictly adhered toP 

(/>) Is the Hon’bh’ Mini.^ter considering the desirability of reserv- 
ing the post of the Chief Inspector ot Smoke Nuisances for the Muslim 
community? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Santoeh Kumar 
BaSU): (u) (/) and (i.t) A statement is laid on the Library Table. 

(ini The rules were iidher<Ml to in the past. But as persons possess- 
ing the main qualificatione for tiie post of Chief Inspector as laid down 
in the Keeruitment Rules are available in England only and the qualifi- 
cations for the post of Insjieetors are not very clear and definite, 
Government are considering the ipiestion of revising these rules on the 
lines of the rules for recruitment to the posts of (’hief Tnsjiector and 
Inspectors of Boilers Service which is an allied service. In view of 
this and in view of the very strong opinion of the Smoke Nuisances 
Commission which Inidy controls and supervi*«’K the working of the 
•Smoke Nui.sances I)e}>aitment that Inspei tors serving in the department 
and possessing Im-al experience should he given preference over out- 
siders so far as the po‘<t of the Chief Inspector is eoiu’erned and further 
that the post of C’hief Inspector ‘should reasonably be filled up by promo- 
tion of Inspectors, I projane to ]>roniote tbe Senior Inspector to the 
temporary vacancy in the post of Chief Inspector with the approval of 
tbe Public Service Commission. 

(h) As the Senior Inspector who is proposed for promotion to the 
temporary post of Chief Insj»ector is a non-Muslim, it has been decided 
on the advice of the Communal Ratio Officer that the consequent vacancy 
in the post of Insfiector should be filled by a Muslim and the Public 
Service Commission is being accordingly addressed to select a Mualim 
candidate for the post of In8|>ector. 
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Appoiintment of Suporintondaiity Bengal Vaooine Instituto. 

64. Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI; Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department 
be pleased to state — 

(а) whether the^post of the Superintendent of the Bengal Vaccine 

Institute was reserved for any community; 

(б) if so, the name of the community; 

(c) whether the post was advertised; 

(d) whether the Public Service Commission was consulted ; 

(e) whether Government contemplate filling up the vacancy; and 

if) if so, from which community? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: (n), (r) and (J) Yes 

(h) Muslim. 

(e) and (/) The Public Service Commission, Bengal, while recom- 
mending two Muslim candidates has expressed the opinion that the 
standard of excellence of the candidates is low and neither from the 
academic nor from the practical point of view can they be described as 
good candidates.. The question of ajq)ointment of an efficient technical 
expert to this important post should, therefore, be further thrashed 
out. I am, therefore, of opinion that the method of recruitment to this 
key position so far adopted requires reconsideration. Accordingly I 
propose to take up the case for a decision whether — 

(1) the post should not be open to all candidates irrespective of 

community; 

(2) officers in the permanent service who are duly qualified for the 

post should not be allowed to apply ; and 

(3) a furtlier chaiu'e should not l)e be given to suitable Muslim 

graduates with the requisite qualifications to apply for the 

post in order to attract better candidates from them. 

I will take action iccording to the decision arrived at. 

Mtssage from tho Bengal Legislative Council. 

The Secretary read the following message received from the Bengal 
Legislative Council: — 

“That the concurrence of the Bengal Ijegislative Assembly be asked 
to the Bengal Criminal Law (Industrial Areas) Amendment Bill. 1942, 
as passed by the Bengal Legislative Council at its meeting held on the 
26th February, 1942. 
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Point of ordor. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a poinf of order, Sir. May I 
know what you propose to do in regard to tlie administration of the 
Assembly Department and the meetings of the Assembly during the 
absence either within the country or outside, of the Hon’ble Speaker 
about w'hich announcement was made yesterday. 1 submit, Sir, that 
section Go of the (loverninent of India Ai t 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: What is your point of order 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. In section (io of the (Tovernment of 
India Act it is stated tliat the Speaker and the l)ej)uly Speaker are both 
to be elected ofticials of the Legislative Assembly and it is said there 
that during the al)sence of the Speaker, the Deputy Speaker will act us 
the Speaker. I submit that according t(» that provision of the law, 
the Dejuity Speaker is to function as the full-fledged Spimker during 
the absence of the Sjieaker, and it is my a]»prehension that an attempt 
may be made to see that the Deputy Speaker is only allowed to preside 
over the meetings (»f the Assembly, the administration of thi* oflice 
being left in sombody eLe’s hand. I submit that it will be against the 
jirinciple 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, will you please sit down? 
You have taken me by surpri.se. The question does not arise at all at 
present. The Hon’hle Speaker is still functioning and I urn occupying 
the chair on his behalf. How can I answer off-hand your question K I 
am not conversant with all the rules and procedure of (he House yet. 
If you want a ruling from me I shall certainly give it later. First of all 
I have to consult the Hon’ble the Home Minister, and, if necessary, 

I shall also cou.sult the Advocate-Deneral. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I do not want you to answer my 
<lue8tion off-hand. I want you to apply your mind to the ijuestion even 
if you are to give your decision later. I also want the position to be 
cleared up before the Hon’ble Speaker is iK^miitted to go out, of the 
House or out of the country. I want to make the position clear that 
the House cannot permit its office to be administered by somebisly who 
is not a member of the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That is a matter for tlie House. You 
are at perfect lil>erty to do anything you like. The question of Speaker 
and Deputy Speaker is absolutely a matter for the House. The question 
will certainly arise, but it is not possible for me to give iny ruling 
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to-day. As I hare said I have to consult the Hon’ble Home Minister 
and also have to take the legal opinion l)€fore I come to any decision on 
this matter. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In that connection, I would also 
submit, Sir, that if you want to consult the Home Department, you may 
also examine the question as to what would be the allowance which 
would be dr.'iwn by the Deputy Speaker during the absence of the 
Speaker and whether he would be given any extra remuneration. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Yes. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

7-~Land Revenue. 

[The debate on the rut motion of Mr, Ahmed Ali Mridha under the 
head “7 — Land Kevenue" wa.s then re.siimed.] 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir. I rise to 
support the motion moved by my friend Mr. Ahmed Ali Mridha. My 
object is to draw the attention of the (lovernment to the great hardships 
that are being caused to the tenants by tlie zamindars in Noakhali and 
some other districts ])y the ai»]dication of the (larnishee Kules under the 
certificate procedure for the realisation of education cess and road cess 
together with the arrear rents, etc. The ap])lication of the certificate 
I)rocedure for the recovery of the public demands in the province had 
been operating very harshly upon the tenants and evoked universal 
piX)tests against the continuance of the same. There was complaint of 
bribery and corruption against the machinery through which the 
demands were realised before. The tenants were much harassed in the 
various stages of tlie certificate proceedings so much so that the 
certificate debtor had to pay not less than double the amount for which 
the certificate was filed. In response to the demand of the party in 
power, the then Government suspended the application of the certificate 
procedure for realisation of revenue due to Government and Court of 
Wards and at the same time ordered rent suits to be filed in Civil Courts 
for recovery of their dues. This was going on quite satisfactorily. 

Similar provision for realisation of rents by zamindars from the 
tenants under summary procedure existed in sections loSA fo 158AAA 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act. Many zamindars and even talukdars 
enjoyed this special privilege of realising rents from tenants under the 
certificate procedure before the Bengal Tenancy Amendment Act of 
1938. Consfstent with their policy, the Government of the day while 
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undertaking legislation for amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act 
repealed the whole Chapter containing sections 158A to 158AAA by the 
Act VI of 1938 by which a .special privilege had been given to the 
landlords to recover rents under the certificate procedure. It must be 
admitted that the measures taken by the then (rovernmeut in suspend- 
ing the operation of the certificate proce<lure f(»r realisation of the dues 
of the Government Estates and Courts of Wards as well as in abolish- 
ing the special privilege given in the Bengal Tenancy Act to the 
j-rivate landlords, proved extnunely salutary and beneficial to the people 
at large. But although this spetdal juivilege which had been given to 
the private landlords b\ the Bengal Tenancy Act was thus taken away 
b> repealitig sections loHA to loSAAA of the Act, still some of the 
zanundars are now indirt‘Ctl\ enjowng the same kind of privilege tj) the 
greatest detriment (d the tenants’ interest and I uill presently show how' 
this is being done under the provisions <»f the Public Diunands Recovery 
Act. Rules 1(SA t<» 18H of the Public Demands R(‘c<»very Act ordinarily 
known as the (lunnshee Rules lay <l<oui <ertain provisions for realising 
rents from the suh-tenants of a certificate debtor. It has now become 
almost a common jiraclice in the district «»f Noakhali and elsewhere (hat 
the zamindars ]i\ making default in pa\ment of road cess and education 
cess, etc , get Court certificates to l>e filed by the Crdlector against them 
so as to enable them to tuki* a»lvuntage of the (iurnisli(*e Rules. When 
tlo' zamindars make default in pa\ment of. the road cess and education 
cess and the Collector files certificates against them for the recovery of 
the same tlo^ zamindars submit a list of the arrear rents, cess and 
education cess <lue to them b\ their re.sprudive tenants. The Collector 
then orders for the issue <d certificate against each of the tenants, for 
tlie n*alisation of the arrear rents, cess an<l educatif)n eess. Thu« 
imlireetly the zamindars enjoy the Imnefit of the very same summary 
procedure under the Public Demand.s Rec(»very Act, whiidi was aliolished 
by the Bengal Tenancy Amcndinent Act VI of 1938. At Noakhali 
many zamindars such as the fjuw Zaiiiimlars, the Tewari and Trivedy 
Zamindars, the Kaniani Zamindar and many other zamindars have 
taken recourse to tliis indirect method for the realisation of the arrear 
rents from their tenants causing much hardship and inconvenience to 
the tenants specially at a time wdien a great distress is prevailing 
throughout the district owing to the recent cyclone and the seriouH 
economic crisis. The Garnishee Rules are not meant to applied in 
such cases. The object of the.se niles is not to assist the defaulting 
zamindars to reali.se the arrear rents from the tenants in this way but 
to provide special facilities to them in extreme cases when (hey, by 
honest endeavour, fail to realise the cess, etc., from their tenants and 
make default in payment of the ces.s, etc., due to the Government. 
For the recover^' of the cess, etc., due to the State the Collector should 
take resort to section 99 of the Cess Act hut not to the Garnishee 
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Eule« whlbh are very sparingly applied. As a matter of fact application 
of these rules was quite unknown in Noakhali until recently. It has 
now become almost a common practice and as a result several thousands 
of certificates of this nature are now pending in the Certificate Court of 
Noakhali. 

The Garnishee Eules are most detrimental to the tenants’ interest 
in more than one respect. It is considered to be reactionary in character 
as it is opposed to the most salutary provisions of section 168A of the 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act of 1940 also. This section lays down 
that nothing but the land in arrears can be attached and sold in execu- 
tion of a decree or certificate for rent. Under the ordinary law, there- 
fore, all the properties of a tenant, both moveable and immoveable, are 
now immune from attachment in execution of a rent decree of certi- 
ficate except the holding or tenure to which the decree or certificate 
relates. But under the Garnishee Rules all the properties of the tenant 
are liable to attachment and sale; and even hi>. moveables are not 
immune, (an there be a worse incongruity than this in law? The 
reliefs which the (iovernment contemj)lated to give to the tenants by 
the amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act as well as by suspending the 
operation of the certificate procedure have practically been taken away 
by enforcing the Garnishee Rules in the manner I have already mention- 
ed and the effects of the salutary provisions made in tlie amendment of 
the Bengal Tenancy Act art‘ thus being nullified b\ the frec^uent and 
indiscreet application of the (iarnishee Rules to the greatest detriment 
and hardships of the tenants in many districts, especially in Noakhali. 
The repealing of section lo8A from, and enactment of section KkSA in, 
the Bengal Tenancy Act are very popular measures and appreciated 
everywhere inasmuch as they seek to redre.ss the long-standing 
grievances of the tenants in general. But when they have just begun 
to enjoy the benefits under those popxilar measures, the authorities 
have thought it fit to deprive them of those benefits in an indirect 
method. This practice must be deprecated as it is calculated to do the 
greatest harm to the tenantry of Bengal. With the.se words, Sir, I 
suj)port the motion and demand an immediate annulment of the pernici- 
ous system of reulisutivm of rent, cess, etc., from the tenants under the 
Garnishee Rules. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I now 
move that the question be now put. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: But 1 must first allow the Hon’ble 
Minister to make a reply. 
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Dr. NALINAK9HA 8ANYAL: Sir, we reepeotfully request you to 
pennit ail the remaining motionn to be mored at this stage so as to 
enable the Hon’ble Minister to make a comprehensive reply dealing 
with all the subjects that would be raised. • 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes. Dr. Sanyal. after the present 
motion is disposed of. I will allow all the motions to be moved one 
after another and replied to by the Hon’ble Minister in one speech. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir. in this 
matter I am entirely in the hands of my honourable friend.s opposite. 
I would like to an.swer this particular cut motion first, and then you 
can follow the procedure you have suggested. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir. I have t^dlowed with deep interest the 
speech made ))y my honourable friend Mr. Abdul Majid. The p(».si. 
tion with referem'c to the garni.shee system of realisation aj)pears to 
be that so far as the rents are concerned, they must realise that this 
is covered by the amended llengal Tenancy Act, and se far as the 
(pHvsiion of realisation ])ur.suant to the aj>plication f)f the certificate 
prcx'cdure is concerned that "taiid.s suspende<l, the garrn.shf*e proceilure 
apj)Iies onl\ to the recovery of cess(‘s in khasmahal, in tfie f’ourt of 
ard.s estates aiol in other estates as well. Idle matter is covered, 
as my honourable friend lias put it so clearlv. by tlie Public Demands 
l{ec()ver\ Act ami H tiles trarned ther<‘un<ler. that is to say, Uule 18A 
to Pule 1)SI ot the certificate matter. At present 1 am perhaps riglit 
in stating tliat the pMcedure is confined to realisation of arrears of 
cess. Now, these cesses constitute the background of the revenues 
of district boards and local boards. Therefore, the question of 
realisation hecomes a (piestion of importance. When m\ lionourahli* 
friend referred to some sjiecific points, he first of all referred to the 
point relating to hiiherv, corruption and hard.sliip. Well, those are 
primeval factors, especially in our uiifortunute country, ami some 
procedure will have to be devised by the joint wisdom (d all my friends 
on ]»oth sides of the Douse whereliy tliese factors, if not eliminated, 
may at any rate be effectively controlled; and I shall certainly be very 
pleased if my honmirable friend suggests to me a suitable procedure 
whereby the ilesired end on wdiich tliere can be no two opinions can 
be achieved. My honourahle friend also referred to the case of 
Noakhali. Well, pndialdy there the hardsliips have become greater. 
If that is so, I shall institute a special enquiry on this jMiint. 

So far as the garnishee procedure is concerned, I have been told 
that sometimes when the landlords who are direct debtors are unable 
to pay because they have debts due and owing to them by their sub- 
ten ure-holders, they direct procedure against them — that probably 
gives them some relief, hut if there are specific instances of hardship, 
the Kevenue Department will certainly consider them. 
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With* regard to the general question of the abolition of this 
j>rocedure, it is bound up with the question of consideratidn of the 
recommendations at any rate of the Floud Commission, and we shall 
have to take ujf the whole question of the abolition of the procedure 
known as the certificate procedure. My honourable friend kuow’s 
very well that according to Mr. Stuart’s report to which reference 
was made yesterday, Mr. Stuart is not in favour of abolishing the 
certificate procedure. But the certificate procedure has been suspend- 
ed during the last four ^years and we will not revive the certificate 
procedure unless there are ahnornial circumstances or unless the 
recommendations of the Floml Commission are made acceptable to the 
House either as a whole or in part or unless there are special circum- 
stances recommending revision of the present juoccdure. I hope my 
honourable friend will be good enough to withdraw this cut motion 
because tbe (Tovernment is bound to consider the cases of hardship 
with reference to the ]>rocedure followed. 


Point of privilege. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: (In a ([uestion of ))rivilege, Sir. 
There W(‘re some benches on the western verandah for our frieinls to 
sit on when they come t(» see u> here. 1 find that those benches have 
been removed. It has jmt our friends who come to visit us liere ns 
well as ourselves to a gnuit <leal of inconvenience. Ma\ I know if 
it has been d(»ne in e<»niieclion with the A.H.P. work I'' 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If um have got anything to say in this 
matter, I would request you, Mr. Banerjee, to .see me in my chamber. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

7— Land Revenue. 

The motion of Maulvi Ahmed Ali Mridha that the demand for 
grant under “7 — Land Eevenue” be reduced b\ Bs. 100, was then 
put and lost. 

Prognmine of Business relating to Demands for Grant. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Now. as regards the programme to be 
fixed for discussion of other demands for grants, I would like to have 
the opinion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal and Sir Nazimuddin. For 
myself what I intend to do is to continue the Demand for Land 
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Revenue up to 10 o'clock this morning and then to devote 1} hours 
for Excise, which I ex|)ect to finish to-day. To-morrow I will take 
up Forest, Registration and Stamp. On the 12th and Idth I will take 
up General Administration. I have received Sir Nazimuddin’s 
programme also. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 am just consulting Sir Nuzim- 
uddin about it. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Ail right. 

7— Land Revenue. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, 1 beg to move that (he 
demand ot Ks. d(i,22,(HK) under tlic head “7 - Land Revenue” be 
reduced by Rs. lUO. 

Mr. l)eput\ Speaker, Land Knt)uir> ( '(>mniitt«*e ileals with n<m- 
agncultural tenancy. You are aware, Sir, that there was a jiersiHtent 
demand that the non-agricultural tenants living in molussul towns 
.should not be allowed to be ejected as tlnn are being ilone now. In 
view ot this the Bengal Non-Agncultural Tenanc\ (Temporary Provi- 
sions) Act, l‘4n, was passed and received the assent (d tlu* Dovernor 
on tlie Idth May, LGIK This was a temporurv measure and the life 
of this Act was oiil\ lor two yeais. It was going to expire. and it was 
thought necessary that the Non-Agricullural Tenancy Act should be 
jiassed and as a matter of ta(‘t for this imrimse the Land Kmjuiry (’om- 
mittee was constituted. A Bill like that \^as introdueed in the last 
.session but we are told in this sessom that (he Bill will no( lie taken 
up this session and a Bill will he taken up as soon us possible. We do 
not know when it will come up hut in the meantime it is said that 
the lite of the Noii-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary l^rovisions) Act 
will l)e extended. I may, lioMever, tell tlie llon’l^le Minister through 
you, Sir, that tlie extension of tlie life of the Noii-Agriculturul Tenancy 
(Temporary Provisions) Act will not be effective in giving relief to 
persons affected. I do not know whether the Hon’ble Minister is 
aware of the fact tliut it has been held b\ the Uon’ble High Court in 
rulings reported in 4*) L.M .N. at page bOd as well us in 4*) (. .W .N, 
at page %7 that section.s d and b ot the Non-Agricultural Tenancy 
(Temporary Provisions) Act do not ajiply to appeal. Unfortunately, 
in these sections the words “suit or proceeding” occur. We are of 
course aware of the fact that in previou.s cases it has been held by the 
Hon'ble High Court that “suit” includes an “appeal”, but unfortu- 
nately Mr. Justice Biswas in these two rulings referred to by me held 
that so far as the Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) 
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Act is concerned suit** does not include ^'an appeal”. The result 
has beeni as the Hon’ble Minister is probably aware, that many appeals 
have not been stayed and suits are not necessarily stayed. So by the 
extension of the Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) 
Act also many ^mits will not be stayed and decrees will be passed. 
Sir, I do not know why this Land Enquiry Committee was instituted 
and why the Government is not contemplating to introduce this Bill 
in this session. I beg to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister 
to these rulings so that the Temporary Provisions Act might be 
amended in order to include appeal within the purview of sections 3 
and t) of the Act. That is all I have got to say with regard to Land 
Enquiry Committee. 

Then, Sir, I shall refer to the Rent Enquiry Committee. This 
Committee was constituted in the year 1938. To-day in the year 
l{t4‘2 we are told that this Committee has not submitted its report. 
It is really scandalous, to say the least of it. The object of the Rent 
Enquiry (.’ommittee is to reduce rent in those areas where rack-renting 
prevails. To-day there is a demand from the tenants of Kazi estates 
and the tenants of Mahendra Hoy estates in the district of Tippera. I 
can tell the Hon’ble Minister that in those areas rack-renting prevails. 
After enquiry the Hoard of Revenue said that no amendment need be 
made of section 1 12 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. When we say 
rent must be reduced we are referred to section 112 of the 
Bengal 'fenancy Act. We know what the (iovernment will do. The 
Government will invest the revenue authority with powers. What 
we want is not investment of any powers to the revenue authorities; 
the judiciary must be invested with powers in order to give relief to 
the tenants who do suffer from rack-renting. 

Then, Sir, we are also referred to section 38 of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act. We know what section 38 is and the Hon’ble Minister is 
certainly aware of the provisions of that section. In section 38 of 
the Bengal Tenancy Act, under certain provisions relief can be given 
to the tenants in a suit instituted by the tenants; but the provisions 
do not lay down that where rack-renting prevails relief can be given. 
So section 38 is absolutely ineffective. Therefore, sections 38 and 112 
will not give any relief. What is immediately necessary is that the 
Bengal Tenancy Act shall have to be amended in order to give relief 
to the tenants who suffer from rack-renting. When we raise the 
question of any amendment to the Bengal Tenancy Act it is said by 
Governnient that in order to make a comprehensive amendment they 
are taking up the whole matter. But I am quite sure that the whole 
matter will not be taken up. What is immediately necessarj* is the 
reduction of rent where rack-renting prevails and I pray that the 
Hon’ble Minister will be pleased to introduc'e immediately a certain 
8e<‘tiou in the Bengal Tenancy Act investing judiciary with power t<\ 
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give relief not in .a suit but on an application made by those tenants 
who suffer from rack-rentinj?. The Hon^ble Minister will be pleased 
to state in that section what is meant by rack-renting, what is the 
rate of rent per higha which will be considered as rack-rent. In my 
opinion, Sir, where the rate of rent is more than one rupee per higha 
it should be considered as rack-rent. 

With these words, Sir, I move my motion and pray that the .sug- 
gestions made by me will receive the immediate consideration of the 
Government. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDOIN AHMAD: Mr. Deputy Speaker. Sir, 
I rise to support the cut motion move<l by Mr. Dhirendra Nath Dattu. 
There has been a long-standing grievance of the non-agricultural 
tenants against ejectment and the previous (iovernment justlv 
conscious of the fact u]ipointed u committee of en(|uir\ . iVnding 
report of the en(|uiry and enacting a permanent legislation the g(»vern- 
ment of the time enacted a temporary law stopping all ejectments and 
ejectment proceedings. The report of the empiirv committee has been 
published h\ the middle of 1M41 and the then (iovernment to protect 
the sufferers hurriedlv <lrafted a Bill und put it in the agenda of the 
November session to pus.s it into law. In tlie mean time with the 
advent of the progresMve Ministers the Bill has disapiM»ared. Nobody 
know's when that much-expected law will be enacted to save^housand® 
of the tenants of that class Irom the t\rann> of the opjiressive land- 
lords. The new (iovernment which exists on the supjiort of all vested 
interests and landlord as well as zemindar members couhl not find its 
way to intnaluce a Bill giving effect to the recommendations of the 
committee appointed by the previous (iovernment. 

Nobody in this Hou.se a.s well as outside excepting a few zemindars 
and landlords does deny that the law now governing non-agricultural 
tenants is not only oppressive hut also iniquitous. It is also a fact 
that originally there w’as no distinction in the relationship between 
agricultural and non-agricultural tenancies with the landlord, but, Sir, 
in the past all the vested interests combined together and by manipula- 
tion the non-agricultural tenancies were made a separate class of land- 
ownership which had been monopoli.sed by the landlords at the cost 
of the tenants’ socuritj.- The committee of enquiry referred to has 
justly observed that the {)rigin of the present day proprietorship in 
land in thi.s province was .some solemn error and that this has been 
allowed to prevail too long. The previous Goveniment tried to do 
away with the same but, Sir, to the misfortune of the people of Bengal 
those who had all along been oppo.sed to such a change now control 
the destiny of the province. It remind.s me of one cut motion from the 
Opposition just this time last year. There was a demand from those 
^ who now adorn the Government benches to enact a permanent law 
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stopping eviction of non -agricultural tenants. May | ask these friends, 
where ar| they now? Why do they not ask their Ministers to explain 
why the Bill introduced by the previous Government has been dropped P 
Is it because they have not yet been able to assimilate their new posi- 
tion or theirs was simply an eye-wash to capture imagination only? 
Do they realise how many ejeetment suits and proceedings were stayed 
in lil4() and what will he tl»e fate of those unfortunate tenants after 
May this year? Do they know now that thousands of ejectment 
notices have been ser^'ed upon the tenants and with what zeal and 
enthusiasm the landlords are looking forward to the day wdien the term 
of the temporary legislation wull expire? It is only natural that 
misgiving will arise and there are reasons to believe that people are 
rightly thinking that there has been an unholy combination of the 
flo-called champions of the Krishak-Projas and tlie landlords. Other- 
wise how can it be that the Maharaja of Mymensingh together with 
other representatives of the landholders and all the Nawabs and Prince.s 
are supiK)rters of the same Ministry? Their very inactiveness justifies 
the misgivings. Government must definilely give a clear under- 
standing what they are going to do with the non-agricultiiral tenancies 
just after the expiry of the term of the temporary legislation. Their 
conduct in dropping the Bill deserves condemnation and as such with 
these few words 1 wholeheartedly support the motion moved hy Mr. Dutta 
and move the motion that stands in my name that the demand of 
Ks, db,v%(M)() under the head “7 — Lund Kevenue’* be reduced by 
Bs. 100. 

Mft FAZLUR RAHMAN (Mymensingh); Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
Sir, I beg to move that the demand of Ks. d(),‘.i‘J,000 for expenditure 
under the head “7 — Lund Kevenue” be reduced by Ks. 11)0. 

Sir, in supporting my imdion 1 shall tr\ to impress upon the House 
that it is a problem of problems of this Hou.se to reduce the rent of 
raiyats of Bengal. 1 am ('onfident, in this House overwhelming 
majority desire sincerely that the rent of raiyats and under-raiyats 
sliould at once In? reduced to a great extent. Ninety per cent, of the 
population of Bengal outside this Hou.se are seriously interested in the 
reduction of rent. A.s a matter of fact every i>arty, small or big, has 
by this time got opixutunity to deal with the matter by changing their 
benches. In spite of all these facilities if we fail in our duties, it will 
be a matter of great regret and shame to all concerned. Only explain- 
ing that we w^ere in favour of reducing rent will not help us in any,^ 
way. I appeal to all of my honourable friends here, irre.spective of 
any party, w’ho are interested in reduction of rent that it is now high . 
time for us to exert our influence and right to respond to the legitimate 
demands of the down-trodden muss whom we have the honour to 
represent. Shifting burden from one shoulder to another at the time 
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of political speech will not satisfy the buD/^ry mass. We must also 
remember that by temporary friendship out of selfish motive with the 
persons of adverse interest we shall have in the lonff run nothing but 
disappointment and repentance for failure in our legitimate duties. 
Let us once more stand firm and united; uobo<ly will be able to stand 
in our way. 

Now let us see what we have done up till now regarding this 
important question. As a mutter of fact, the Hon'ble Minister, now 
in charge of this department, has come in power very recently. Fairly 
speaking he can explain his position that he has got very little time 
to tackle an important matter like thi.s. A.s for tlie ex-Ministcr 1 must 
say that with a view to satisfy the wishes of the then Coalition I*arty, 
he appointed a committee of which I had the honour to be a member 

(Mr. Abdul W.aiiah Khan: You are still a member). No, the 

committee has been dissolved for reasons best known to the authority 
concerned. I had to enquire into the incidence of rent of llengal. 
But unfortunately as soon as we finished our enquiries the then 
Ministi^ and the party supporting the Ministry were thrown out of 
power. Now 1 do not know what will be the fate of thi.s important 
question. I appeal to my honourable friends supporting the present 
Ministry to take up this important question in right eiirnest. Almost 
all the members of that Rent Kiujuiry Committee are still with the 
Ministerial party. As regards the importance of the question of rent 
reduction I must say that it is a lefytimate claim of the raiyats of 
Bengal to give immediate effei t to the question as early as jmssible, 
because the zemindars can by no means claim rents higher than the 
pargana rate existing in the year I7lh‘l. On a perusal of the documents 
connected with the Permanent Settlement of 17911 uiid tlie various 
regulations enacted at or near about the time of Permanent Settlement, 
it will be abundantly clear that one of the objects of the framers of 
Permanent Settlement was to make the rents of the raiyats as perma- 
nent as revenue of the zemindars. The Court of Directors in their 
despacth of September 1792 .‘sanctioning i»erinanent settlement had 
definitely expressed in the following term.^ : “It is an object of the 
perpetual settlement. It should secure to the great body of raiyats, 
the same equity and certainty a.s to the amount of their rent and the 
same undisturbed enjoyment of their fruits of their industry we mean 
to give to the zemindars themselves.” But as there w'as no clear indi- 
cation of this object in Regulation I of 179‘1, the very next year the 
thien Legislature enacted Regulation IV of 1794 by which it was made 
definitely clear that no proprietor or farmer of land or any other person 
aball require tenants whose pattax may expire or become cancelled 
under Regulation VIII of 1793, to take out new pattas at 
higher rates than established rotes of the Parganas for lands 
of the same quality and description but the raiyats shall be 
7 
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entitled to have the pattaM renewed at the established rates. 
Regrulatibn IV thus made it clear that no rent could be fixed 
by any landlord at a rate higher than the esta^blished Pargana rate, 
which was as sacrosanct as the revenue. For various reasons, however, 
in spite of the provisions of Regulation IV of 1794, the zemindars 
actually enhanced the rents of raiyats enormously. As a matter of 
fact they were subsequently in 1885 given legal power of enhancing 
rent in spite of the opposition by the prominent members of the Rent 
Law Commissioners Mr. Mackenzie and Mr. O’Kennely, flouting the 
principle and policy of the framers of Permanent Settlement of 1793 
and trampling down the legitimate rights of the deaf and dumb raiyats 
who had not the tongue to raise a voice of protest against unfair and 
illegitimate action of the then authority who at that time thought it 
necessary to satisfy their creatures in this country. Thus we see 
that there can be no manner of doubt that a grave injustice has been 
done to the poor raiyats by giving to the zemindars the power of 
enhancing the rents which was not only not contemplated but definitely 
forbidden by the framers of the Permanent Settlement. With a view 
to give immediate relief to the poor and helple.ss tenants I like to make 
some concrete suggestion as to how the rent reduction problem may 
be immediately tackled. My suggestion will l)e a modest attempt to 
restore sfMujt quo without seriously dislocating the existing state of 
affairs and without causing any undue hardship to the landlords. As 
a member of the Rent Enquiry Ommittee 1 liad the opportunity to 
think over the matter in my hqmble way. Because of the complica- 
tions in the rental system in Bengal, I believe this is the best and 

only way to deal with the matter wuth a view to give the greatest 

possible benefit to the greatest possible number of people. My sug- 
gestion is as follows; All enhancements made in the rents of raiyats 
since 1900 A.l). wdiether by contract or through court, or at the time 
of transfer or resettlement on whatever ground, except on the ground 
of any improvement eft’ected by the landlord, should at once by a 
proper legislation be declared null and void. 

I have selected this particular year because it will be possible for 
us to find out the then existing rate of rent. Of course we can 
legitimately go up to 1793, but it will not be possible to go so far 

and to find out the existing rate of rent at that time. 

After reduction of all sorts of enhanced rent the existing rent of 
raiyats should be further reduced by 25 per cent. This reduction of 
25 per cent, should not be applied in cases where if so reduced the rent 
will come down twice the average revenue, nor should it be applied in 
cases w'here it will come down below the existing Pargana rate in 
1793. I propose this 25 per cent, reduction partly because of the 
present crisis and partly because of deterioration of fertility of agri- 
cultural lands. But I like to include the high rates in and exclude 
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low rates from the operation of this 25 per cent, general ^reduction. 
After applying both the methods just now 1 have mentioned if it is 
found that the rate of rent of any raiyat still stands at more than 
10 times the average revenue in any particular area, the rent should 
be reduced to just ten times the average revenue t>f that area. The 
benefit of the extremely low r<‘venue should In* given io the raiyats also. 
It is not de^iruhle that the landlord alone should W allowed to enjoy 
the al)norinall\ high margin hetw'een the revenue and rent. All rents 
of raiyat paid in kind slumld he commuted to cash rent at the rate of 
average raiuiti rent of the village. Kents of niiiler-nn> uts w hether 
paid in cash or iii kind must not exceed the average (‘ash rent }»ayable 
by the raiyat to his superior landlord. Keiit^ ol t»*nure-holderH or 
oth(‘r interfiiediaries it aflVi led by .''Ueli reduction slionld also be re- 
duced in projiortion to the reduction in their assets. I hope the 

Hon’hle Minister coiu'erned ami the party behind him will give a 
serioii.^ consideration to my humhle suggestions. If we can reduce 

the rent in this way, it will be of great help to us in determining the 

amount of compensation at the time of aholition of KerniamMit Settle- 
ment which in my ofiinion must go without ari\ further delay. With 
these remarks I (commend iiiy motion to tlie a(!C<*ptan(‘e of the House. 

Mr. NIKUHaA BEHARI HAITI: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please move ail ytoir motions and make 
one speech of not more than five minutes. 


Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI HAITI: Yes. Sir 

I beg to move that the demand of Hs. dti,22,(MK) under the head 
“7 — Land Revenue” be reduced by Ks. 100. My intention is to raise 
a discussion about reintroductifui of certific.ale procedure after susjieu- 
sion in the Khas Mahal areas, Midnapore, while in other parts of 
Bengal it is suspended. 

I beg to move that the (hmiaml of Ks. um]«T the head 

“7 — Land Revenue” he reduced b\ Rs, lOfI The objec’t is to raise a 
discussion about failure of tiie (lovernment to give remission of rent 
to the people of Kha.s Mahal area, Lonlai, for tlie heavy-flooded year 
of 1347 B.S. 

1 also beg to move that the deiuuml of Rs. 3fi, 22,000 under the 
bead “7 — Land Revenue” be reduced by Rs. KKb The object of my 
^motion is to rai.se a discussion about the failure of the Government to 
auspend realisation of the instalments of the agricultural loan from 
the people of the area where there were heavy floods in both the yean 
1347 and 1348 B.S. in the district of Midnapore. 
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Mr. Eteputy Speaker, <<)$' out moti(aii4 gnbject matter ^ — 

^ cn mf c^jn^csrmotionNo. 9 

TOU Jn f%5, ^<8^ '31 <?tS I Motion No. 9.4 ?Frf5fiI sTM- 
certificate g’ltl I (7T? oerttficate 

g5f#H to:* '■rtf^ <4*| *tr*rt5*fi to ^ or snot 

4^ certificate g^fi ^[f«lra «pTl%t5 7CTO I ^ 

ffft ’FJf^ I 5SOS ’ItCSTir TO 'S'^^T^T? TtW* 

jrfH ’rmi gTO TOtn (Trfi'^’tit fwsrnt sifr? to -ror 

TOr=r I Or^TO fef? 'TO? ’TOT 4?; '^t’ll? to certificate tf«t] 

TO fro? ^tcTOn TOT? I '^frai ?f5i c? ^ff«i? totTOr tr^rfir 
oertifioate g-ifi 5tt ?1 I OI? TOI rsTOt? CoUetor, Mr. B. R. Sen 
Ol'TO S^tfro fSTO 4?r Subdivi^ional officer i4?^ 'TO8 officer 

%9t®f I '^f?l 4? certificate g«fi TOPS (TO%q^ I (?r^ 

TOt JTftTOWTO 'st'jRt? Tf?— 'srtTOin ot ?gr:CT, 'Jttro? ctp^ 

(TO certificate g«fl 5R — 4? Ot ^fTOl??! ?^tf=r — 4^ TOI TO, TO 

TOPr? TOT ft? I ''4tTOI gTO *C? CTO, CTO? CTO '51 fit? ?! I ^SfPS f%Pr 

"ilt^tpril TO? C*r? *f fS? — ?CTO, '=cH'(I"TI <?!?? WTOt?!?^*!? fV 

T5 — Wf'P '$t?l certificate g«n fit? fTO I C?^ '4^?IC? 'TO?1 ?'lf? «ftTO5lCTO 
TOrtfc? ?'oi-»rf?i%? '?fc?m ?rf? 4?s' »r3i-?f?f% ?Ff:^ c? to?? 

?rt?4lP5 ’Tot-’rf?!^ ?cf?, TO^ 'TOsttl'S? gwt?!, ^t?!??? to C? 4? certificate 
g^tl TO fit? ?! I ?'^?tTO C? ""It??:? certificate g?! ?r?r^ C?i?l TO fit? ?1 I 

fV* '«il»ficfp? f???, c? fro f%f? ^t?tPTO ?«ti ftw?, c?t fro TOt? 

?ftfit CTO? 4?: TO? fro JrTO crort? ?ff®*f? c?!t?F TO ?TO 4^ 4?t 

certificate g«fi TOI I t% TO 4^ CTO 45T, C? TO 'SltW ^tf? TOtPS 
fifti vtf^?lhrrtTO4t:3iTO^'TOt?TO??lTO'5r[W? «’ttP^'?f?TO*r5f% 
?lfaiP3 <5f Ttt?? f?fe7 TOTO Rc? (71^ TO?? Ttr? TOTO'?T?'5n5?lf%!— ?t?I, 
TOf? ^CfPf 'SCTO, — ?tf3IC'$ 4?^l, fe?TO TO?C?d; TOTO ?tlft fitc? 
?tTO?tC5t? 'JtfjpTO? ?ifii‘ motor in CTO C5T& TO?? ?tlft fTO — ?ffar? 
5 ? TOto — TO?? CTO fro 4CTO 4?t ?gp1? — CTOtPr? 4TO 4?t? C? TO1 
TO%I, (?rf «*t? «lt?Rl ?f? C?yt? CTO fits TOPSI ?tTO ?ft? ?dfitP3 ?<r? 
4PIC^ 'St? TO (TO TO 4?: ?SI C? '?t??l 4^ TO?1 C??1? fit^ I 'stt? 
TO TO 4i>l ?^CS1 TOt 5? C? -Sr certificate g?] 'stRR TO TO 5? ?1 I 
ISt? *l?fTO TOt?! C??tt? ?tpr? TO??farTO S* TO? '4t=tl TO f|» T, rSt?! ?ft- 
?r!t'r?c* c?^ TOt ?^'i I ?cw ?cw '®il? 4 ?f^ ft?? to i gpsr* 

?5t?l 4*^ form ftlC? ftCTO I iStOT? ?8n TO C? PSt??! ?!&— gwim TOOf 
fttc? TO? TO ftoi 4?— C?? rsl?! ?TO. TO TOO oertifioate gfl fift | 'sfin 
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rror rsTf^rr^ wfPrni *p*f fio <4C5ii i 'ii^ ^slc^ C3ff?r^ 
’T^tpr m\ rsf I TO (yim toi % r^rfroy 

«RI, 3rd Pebruaryrrs C?Tf^ oertificat# 

?r«fi TO c^i '*rwc^ TO 

TO ’rfbT-W 4 f^rro ^strs TO?n TOI^ '^^WfrTO 5th Fobruaary 

TO fro^ 1 ^ 3rd FebruaryC^ f% TO order ^ ISTO 

f%fs( CTOIt^ (Tfifl CTOfI ^t4TO ft ? 

TObT ^ (?f^^ (Tf’4i cTOr^p ? ^tgft ^ ctos 

TO 51^ (Tfftoj OT ^-rft to^, 

3fTO certificate gvfi ^T1 I I 

^t^i ^ TO cTO?j 'jyTOT sft^TO ^D> g^li 

suapended lj^.7 'Sit <sih ^ | ^l5l 

btqtrs ^ ^5TTOi ^ TO'^ttV fitcip? | ^ ^TOT TO'^tt^ ^ =1f41 
1 4tft TO ooi^ 5tTO^ ^ i 

The Hon'ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERilEE: Mr Deputy 
Speaker, Sir, I shall first of all take uj) the cut motion 
moved by my honourable friend, Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta. 
My honourahje friend has referred to (wo <|uestions: He has 
not dealt with the (Jratuity (’oinmitiee: he has dealt with 
the futility of the Land Enquiry (kunmittee and the Rent 
Enquiry Committee. I shall first take up the first item, — I’he Non* 
Agricultural Lands Enquiry Committee. The Non-Agricultural Lands 
Enquiry Committee, you have a recollection, was appointerl on (he Isl 
August, 1938, for the protection of tenant.^ from eviction at the will 
of the landlords. Sir, it i.s true that (hat (Vmimittee had about 21 
sittings. It is also true that the Committee submitted its report on 
the 15th May, 1941. A draft Bill was also prepared on the basis of 
that report of the Non-Agricultural Lands Enquiry Committee. I havn 
read the report very carefully but I find that the report of the Non- 
Agricultural Lands Enquiry Committee is n(»t (amiplete. For instance, 
if you will be good enough to look at page 10, paragraphs 39, 40 and 
41, you will see that the Committee could not make up its mind on 
the question as to whether or not the right to grant sub-leases should 
be rigidly curtailed. Secondly, it did not come to a conclusion as to 
whether or not indu.stnal undertakings or lands not immediately 
required for industrial purposes should receive the benefit of the provi* 
sions of the Non-Agricultural Tenancy I<egis]ation, and lastly it sug- 
gests* that special provisions will he necessary to cover temporary 
leases such as it is understood are granted by the Calcutta Improvemeni 
Trust in the course of carrying out their development schemes. Sir, 
the present Government which has been in office for a very short time 



ii 


DEMAND FOE GEANT. 


[IOth Makcr, 


is considering all these aspects of the question. In the meantime they 
have introduced a Bill and the Bill, I suppose, was passed by the Upper 
House for extending the life of the Bengal Non- Agricultural Tenancy 
(Temporary Provisions) Bill, 1940, by one year. There was an 
amendment to the effect that its life might be prolonged by 2i years 
but I suggested yesterday in the Council that if the life is extended 
by years that would introduce an element of lethargy in an other- 
wise energetic Government. 

With reference to the decision of the Hon’ble the High Court 
referrer] to in 45-Weekly Notes, pages 603 and 967, I realise fully that 
the Hon’ble the High Court in the plentitiules of its wisdom has cut 
down the operations considerably of the Bengal Non-Agricultural 
Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Act only to suits and that according 
to the decision of the High Court the provisions of the Act do not 
apply t/O appeals. This is a matter which I take a special note of. 
(Cries of “Hear, Hear” from the Progre.ssive Coalition Benches.) 

Then, Sir, there is the question of the Rent Enquiry Committee. 
My honourahle friend has quite rightly felt sore over it hut, as I 
mentioned to you, Mr. Deputy Speaker, yesterday, the question of 
reductiem of rents in general in Bengal is a question fraught with 
difficulties hut the present Government is not shirking its responsibility 
in the matter at all. All that we desire is that a report should be 
submitted by the Rent Enquiry Committee. The Rent Enquiry Com- 
mittee was 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: It is not functioning now. 

Thf Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: It has 

completed its work except that it has not written out its report. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: But it is not functioning now. 

Tbo Hon’blo Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: If it is not 

functioning now, then I shall take steps to see that it does function 
And does bring out its own report. 

The Rent Enquiry Committee was appointed in August 1940 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; What expenditure did it 
entail P 

The Hon’blo Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have not 
got it. But the Rent Enquiry Committee had twelve sittings and 
made several tours in the districts of Bengal, the number of districts 
where it went being four. A considerable amount of money from the 
public exchequer was spent by it. Government is now awaiting its 
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report. We want the report of the Rent Enquiry’ Committee for this 
reason that according to the report of Mr. Stuart with reference to 
khas mahal lands, pages 4-5, there are in Bengal certain areas with 
very high rents. He mentioned Bakarganj. Noakhali, Khulna and 
24-Pargana8. I do not know why he excluded my district, 
Burdwan 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARY HAITI: Ami Midmipore also. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Midnaporo 
he mentioned leutativel\ . I sliall quote here the fcdlowing pas.suge from 
the Floud Coinniis^ioiiV Beport, V(d. J, page 100, parugrujdi *04: — 

'‘Our conclusion, therefore, is that considering the level of rents 
obtaining in the ])rovince.s we havi* visited the value of the produce and 
the i»revailing economic conditions, there would be justification for 
enbancenieiits rather than reductions of rent in Ik'iigal. In making 
this observation, we <lo not intend to imply tliat a general enbance- 
ment of all rents could be made. There are high contractual rents in 
Bengal which could certainly not be eiiliunced, and would even be re- 
duced, if the systems ot asse.ssinent in force in other provinces were 
applied to those particular tenancies.” 

Sir, 1 am awaiting the report of the Kent Enquiry Committee on 
these two sj)ecific points mentioned in the reports of the two sets of 
distinguished authoritie.s 

Mr. 8UREN0RA NATH BISWAS: Cannot that Coinmittce be 
reconstituted ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Tinder the law 
the Committee, I do not think, I am wrong, can be reconstituted by 
the House but not by Covern merit. 

Then, Sir, 1 have listened to the speeches of Khan Sahib Hamid- 
uddin Ahmed and Mr. Fazlur Kahman and my (diservations with 
reference to the non-agriciiltural tenancies will cover the speech of 
Khan Sahib Hamiduddin Ahmed. 

Then, Sir, Mr. Maiti on behalf of Mr. Mai has raised the question 
especially about the re-introdiiction of certificate procedure after 
suspension in the Kbasmahal areas of Midnapore while in other parts 
of Bengal it stands .suspemled. I have listened to the narration of 
the doleful .story wiih interest but Midnapore was in the past consti- 
tuted as an exception: I hope in future it will be included within the 
province of Bengal and if that is .ho, then I hope my honourable friend 
will have no grievance. I am not interested with his ghosts and godi^. 
in this Legislature we are all gods. 
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The potion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand of 
Bs. 36,22,000 for expenditure under the head “7 — Land Beyenue’" be 
reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Sahib Hamiduddin Ahmed that the demand 
of Bs. 36,22,000 for expenditure under the head “7 — Land Bevenue^’ 
be reduced by Bs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Fazlur Bahman (Mymensingh) that the demand 
of Bs. 36,22,000 for expenditure under the head ‘7 — Land Bevenue” 
be reduced by Bs. 100, was then put and a division taken with the 
following result: 


AYEI-38. 


AMai Alii. MaalMa IM. 

ANmI Hill, Mr. Mina. 

AMii Hakin Virkamparl, Multi Mtf. 

AMal HamM. Mr. A. M. 

AMai Karim, Mr. 

AMal Malltf. Mr. lyM (Naakkall). 

AMal Mataiak Malik, Dr. 

AMalla-AI Makmaak, Mr. 

AMar Rakman, Kkaa iakakar A. F. M. 
AMar Rahmaa IMIiql, Mr. 

AMar Raieliik Makmuk, Mr. 

AMar Raiktatf, Maaltl Mtf. 

AMal IkakaM, Maalti Ml. 

AMI Naiaia Akma4, Mr. 

AkmM All Mrlika, Maaltl. 

AkmM HMain, Mr. 

AalM Nanala Kkaa, Kku RakaMr Maaltl. 
rarkak Rua Okawkkari, Mr. M. 


Pular Rakmaa, Mr. (Dana). 

Failar Rakmaa, Mr. (Myamatiack). 

Nakiaikia Okaa^kari, Maalti. 

NamMaaiia AkmM, Kku lakik. 

Jalalakkia Akmatf, Kkaa Rakadar Maaltl. 
Mafaira, Mr. L. T. 

Muiruddia Akkaad, Multi. 

Makammad All, Kkaa Rakadar. 

Makammad lirail, Maaltl. 

Makammad tiddi«aa, Kkaa Rakadar Dr. dyad. 
Naiarallak, Naarakiada K. 

Naiimaddia Kkaraja lir, K.C.I.I. 

Haaraddia, Mr. K. 
lailm, Mr. I. A. 

•arajal lalam. MK 
•akraarardy, Mr. N. I. 

Vauf All Okaadkary, Mr. 


NOEt—IIS. 


AMal Naki, Mr. Mia. 

AMal Nakim, Maalti (Myawaiiafk). 

AMal Majid, Maaltl (Myrnuaiafk). 

AMal WakU Kkaa, Mr. 

AMal WakM, Multi. 

AMar Ruiak, Maaltl. 

Aka Hauaia larkar, Maaltl. 

Akai Ful, Mr. Md. 

Aakaryya Okudkary, Makaraja laakl Kuta, af 
MaktaiMka, Mymutlaik. 

AkmM Kku, Mr. lyad. 

AmlaaHak, Kkaa lakik Maalti. 

AaUr All Mia, Maalti Md. 

Aaimaddia Akaaid, Mr. 

Aikar All, Maalti. 

■Mraddaja, Mr. lyad. 

•uarjM, tka Naa'kla Mr. Praaitika Ratk. 
taaarji, Mr. tatya Frlya. 
iarma, Raka Frtmkarl. 

•arma, Mr. FaMdJM. 

•anau, tka Mulda HR, Ufmadra Raftk. 

•aia, tka Hu'Ma Mr. lutaak Kiaar. 
tirltmyra. Hr Mury, Dart 
•tavaa, Raka Ukakml Rarayaa. 

Maaraa, Mr. RaMk ial. 

Muraa, Mr. taraadra Raik. 

•kakrakarty. Mr. daUadra Ratk. 

•kakrUarty. Raka R aiudra Rarayw. 


Okaadkari, Rai Maraadra Ratk. 

OkiyyMdalt, Mr. d. W. 

Mark, Mr. I. A. 

Dat, Ral lakik Aaakal Okaadra. 

Das, Ral lakik Kirit Rkaiu. 

Du, Mr. Maamaku. 

Du Rayta, Raka Kkafaadra Ratk. 

Du Rayta, IrIJat Raraadra Ratk. 

Datta Rayta, Miss Mira. 

Datta Masaaidar, Mr. Rlkaraadi. 

Cdku, Mr. Uyaadraaatk. 

ImdMal Haiaa, Kail. 

Faxial Haa, tka Mu'kte Mr. A. K. 

Rkaaa, Mr. Atai Kriskaa. 

Riauddia AkmM, Mr. 

Ralam Rakkui AkamaiM, Maaltl. 

Rtlam lararar Maaalai, Hr. Ikak lyad. 
Rrftfftks, Hr. R. 

Rayta, Mr. d. R. 

Raratf, Mr. Damku tiMk. 

Ryasaddfa AkmM Rkudkary, AAMJ. 
RakMaiak, tka HuHa Ravak Rakadar K., af 
Daaaa. 

Nasu AN Ckasrdkary, Mr. lyad. 
Ra u aaaa aaua, Multi Md. 

Naskam AN Kku, Tka Nulla Kku RkRtier 
Maaitt. 

Raaiu Mar t kad, Mra. M.tE. 
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NaiMMily JiMttfar, KImm luik Mtgivi. 

Mrif AHmH Ma. Maalfl. 

AN MajaMtfar. MmIvI. 

KaiMi All Mina, takikaaNa Kavaa 4ak lya«. 
KaaaaNjr, Mr. I. fl. 

KkM, Mr. Dfkaaira Lall. 

KiMf, Hr. Ahil OkaaAra. 

Knit, Mr. NhkHka Natk. 

Uklrl, taka Aikataak. 

MaPharata, Hr. tt. P. 

HafiwNIa AkaMk, Or. (lagra). 

Hairtak, Makarajatfklraja Oakakar, Ukaf Okaak, at 
■arkvaa. 

Mail, Mr. AkwaHa Kaauir. 

Haiaaikar, Hra. Haaiaprava. 

Haakal. Mr. Aairlta Lai. 

Haakal, Mr. Oaaka Btkarl. 

Haakal. Mr. Ilrat Okaakra. 

Mankal. Mr. kafat Ckaakra. 

Haakal, Mr. kaftakra Natk. 

Haakal, Mr. Kriakaa Praaak. 

Haairauaaiaa lalaaiakaki, Maataaa Mk. 

Makkai Haaaia, Mr. 

Makaia All, Mr. Mk. 

MaakariM, Tha Haa’kla Dr. Syaaiapraaak. 

Margan, Mr. fi., C.i.E. 

Maalam All Mallak. Maalri M. 

Makaaiaiak Aftal, Kkaa lakakar Maalri Iftk. 
Makaaiaiak Ikrakiai, Maalri. 

Makaaiaiak lakagaa, Maalri. 

Makkarjaa, Mr. Tarakaatk, M.I.E. 

Malllak. Mr. Palia takary. 


Haakarrat NawNa, Navak, Kkaa Jiakiiaf. 
Madagaorttl Nafaa, Mr. tyak. * 

Natlnr. Mr. Naai Okaakra. 

Naaikar AN. Mr. lyak. 

Pattlagar, Mr. t. U. 

Pranaaik, Mr. Tarkilakaraa. 

OakaMM, Kkaa lakakar A. M. L. 

Kaikat, Hr. PraMaaa Oak. 

Kaailaakkia Akoitk. Mr. 

Kay. Mr. Ofcaaaa^ay. 

Kay. Kakirak Kkaakra, Ral lakakar. 

Kay. Hr. MaaaMika Natk. 

Kay, Mr. PaUraai. 

•akarakkla AkaMk, Hr. 
katrakkia AkaMk, NaJL 
•aaaaHak, Or. 

laayal, Hr. fataaka lakkar. 
tartar. Kaka Hakkaaakaa. 
laa, Mr. Atal Okaakra. 
laa, Mr. Oklraakra Natk. 
taa. kagaak Okaakra. Kal lakakar. 
Ikakakall, Hr. 

•katatakkia Akaiak, tka Naatla Mr. 
tkaaiaakkia Akaiak Kkaakkar, Mr. 

Magfca, laka Kakatra Natk. 

•Irkar, laka Utta Maaka. 

Mark. Mr. A. P. 

Tkakar. Mr. Praaiatka Kaajaa. 
Warknvartk. Mr. W. 0.. O.I.E. 

Vaaaat Mlaa. 

Zaaiaa. Mr. A. M. A. 


The Aye.s bein^^ and the Noes 115 th«‘ motion was lost. 

The motions of Mr. Nikunja Rehari Muiti that the demand of 
Rs. 3(), 2^3, 000 for expenditure under the head “7 — Land Revenue” be 
reduced by Rs. 100, were then put and lost. 

The main motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath BanerjtH* that 
a sum of Rs. dtj,22,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
”7 — Land Revenue” was then put and agreed to. 


9— Provincial Excite. 

The Hcn’ble Mr. UPENORA NATH BARMAN: Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Kxcelleiicy the (iovernor, J beg to move that 
a sum of Rh. 21,80,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
“8 — Provincial Excise” during the next financial year. 

Sir, thi.s Government have declared total prohibition to be the 
ultimate goal of their excise policy. As a beginning, sale of liquor 
was prohibited in the district of Noakhali in the second year of 
Provincial Autonomy. The measure has proved a success there. 
Government have now decided to extend partial prohibition in the 
neighbouring districts of Tippera and Chittagong with effect from 1st 
April 1942 by abolishing a number of liquor shops as recommended by 
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the local Jicensing hoards. It has not been considered advisable to 
introduce all at once large scale prohibition in this province because 
such measures have not succeeded in other provinces. The object of 
prohibition has been frustrated in those provinces by the activities of 
illicit tratfichers. (Cries of “Queslioii^^ from the Congress benches.) 

Hasty legislation will not advance the cause of prohibition but on 
the contrary will retard its progress. Hasty legislation i.s also likely 
to affect adversely the social, economic and administrative life of the 
province. The problem of prohibition has been made more difficult 
in this province by the fact that nature herself has bestow’ed on the 
people materials for intoxication in abundance. Bhang grows wild 
abundantly in some parts of the province. Ganja can be grown easily 
everywhere, tari can be drawn direct from the tree, pachwai can be 
manufactured with (;ommon rice and yeast and country spirit can be 
-distilled with the help of a simple apparatus with raw materials which 
are easily available. The problem has also been made more com])licated 
by the exiTstence in this province of foreigners having their own habits. 
So, for the real success of any ]>rohibition measure, the first step 

forward must be the mobilization of public opinion against liquor and 

drugs as well as the suppression of illicit sources of supply. The facts 
have Ix'en recognised by this Government. They have taken steps in 
the matter by way of film propaganda and the (reation of the Civil 
Defence Department. 

Although, however, compulsory prohibition has not been enforced 
on a large scale, Hengal is ahead in comparison with many other 

provinces in the matter of temperance. This will be evident from 

statistics which I now tjuote: In Bombay excise revenue amounted to 
Ha. l,tH),l(),21d — (Mr. Dhihkndra Nath DuriA : Which yearl^). In 
19119-40. In Madras the excise revenue amounted to Rs. »l,ll(>,9o,742 in 
1940-41 and in Bengal it amounted to Rs. 1,74,47,218 in 1940-41. 

I may enumerate other measures which have been taken to imple- 
ment our policy of gradual prohibition : (Dr. SiHESH Chandra 
Bankrji : In Bengal it is increasing.) (1) Rates of taxation have been 
fixed at such a level that neither con.sumption nor illicit traffic is 
encouraged; (2) manufacture and wholesale vend are effectively con- 
trolled; (3) hours of sale are regulated; (4) new shops are not allow'ed 
without the approval of Government and without definite proof of 
strong local demand and proof that owing to the lack of facilities, 
consumers are taking recourse to illicit sources; and (5) to control the 
licensing of places for retail vend, Tiicensing Boards have been set up 
throughout the province with officials and non-officials having intimate 
knowledge of local conditions. Non-officials are in the majority on 
many of these Boards. With a view tn giving public opinion an 
effective voice in the excise administration these Boards have been 
vested with certain statutory powers. 
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Licenses for the retail rend of excisable articles ar6 settled finder the 
fixed fee system, except licenses for the retail sale of tnri and of 
pachwai in certain areas which are settled by aii<‘tion. The fixed fee 
system was introduced with a view' to rt'jrulatiiig: and controlling 
consumption. 

These are the main step.s that have been taken by (lovernment in 
order to regulate tlie sale ot litpnn’ and otln‘r sources of intoxicants. 

I may also j)oint out that enhamcineiil of duty on oj)ium will 
account for, to some exttujt. tlu' incn*ase in revenue from opium. 
Increased revenue from toreign li<|Uor has been derived by enhance- 
ment ot wlndasalc and retail license tees and also by the imj>oHilion of 
transj)ort fee on impctrted liqu<*r. im|»orted b\ persons other than 
licensees. Fees for registration ot brands of foreign liquor and 
revision of rules regarding compouioling ami Idending (d tondgn liquor 
also made some contributions 

AVith these words, Sir, I comnuuid the demand for the consideration 
and ai»proval of the House. 

Mauivi HAFIZUDDIN CHOUDHURl: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
the demand (»f ,(SO,(l()(l tor e\jH‘nditure under the head “H— Pro- 

vincial KxciNc * be reduced b\ KM). 

Sir, in the absence ot an\ cogent enunciation of poliey on this 
particular budget bead I am c(»n^trained to draw conclusions from the 
figures in the budget under tins beml. There will be an inferem‘e of 
policy suggested by these figures ami m> critieism will he directed 
against that j»olicy. 

Sir, it is ditticult !<• trace the date when drunkenness first appeared 
as a dangerous evil in tin* natn»nul life of India. I have here the 
quotation of a represen Uit ion to the (iovernment of India by the Indian 
Teinjierance Assoi'iation tornied in the year 1S8<, wlindi suyss 
“Inerea.sed facilities tor drinking produce steadily increasing consump- 
tion and spread misery and ruin among the industrial cla.sses of India, 
calling for immediate attention of the (iovernment of India with a view 
to their aba f emeu t.” 

In repl\ to this, Government of India announced a policy of check- 
ing the growing habit of drunkenness by limited place for sale, restrict- 
ing sale within certain place.s, ami by raising the cost of liijuor. 

This re.spon.se on the part of the India Government though not 
something to enthuse over shows still a tendency to fight tlie evil in a 
limited context. It became a provincial responsibility later. The 
excise policy of last Mini.stry as enunciated by the then Minister in 
charge of Excise Department was that the final goal of that policy of 
the Government was to enforce total prohibition. In pumuance of that 
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policy G^vernme*t enforced prohibition in^ihe district of Noakhali. 
It was certainly a move in the right direction. The present Ministry 
which has been tnimfifeted to inaugurate a new era in the life of 
Bengal associating as it is supposed to do the progressive elements of 
its political life, has ingloriously failed to improve upon the policy or 
the practice of the paftt. Here are the budget figures which will speak 
for themselves. Total revenue on this head for 1940-41 was 
Ss. 1,74,47,218, and the revised estimate for 1941-42 is 1,82,00,000 
and the budget estimate for 1942-48 is, 1,82,00,000. It is obvious from 
the above figures that they do not propose to enforce further prohibi- 
tion. This is contrary to the loud and vociferous speeches of some of 
the members now in the Government party, from the Opposition 
Benches in the past. I wonder how their voice could be rendered 
inartic.ulate to-day. Sir, for a full comprehension of the problem of 
drunkenness it is necessary to mention that the disastrous impact of 
the evil falls mainly on the huge body of industrial workers. It is 
common knowledge that the industrial lalwjurer spends more than 60 
per cent, of his income on alcoholic drink and the inevitable result is 
poverty, disease and premature death. No healthy nati«>nal life is 
possible with this depraved human material. Where are the accredited 
leaders of the labour movement? How could they silently accept this 
state of affairs. Their support to this item of the budget will be a 
flagrant betrayal. 

Sir, it may be contended that prohibition is not possible because it 
deprives the Government of a large item of revenue which, they say, 
is utilized on nation-building purposes. It is a clear contradiction in 
itself. How can we build a nation by encouraging a habit which 
depraves its nationals? 

Secondly, it may be argued that prohibition is not feasible because 
it leads to smuggling and illicit preparation of liquor and to stop 
that will mean additional expenditure for Government. It is a poor 
compliment to any Government if it cannot raise the moral standard 
of its people. No Government worth the name can justify its existence 
if it cannot fight the criminal evils. The expenditure, however large 
for the suppression of evils is absolutely essential for the existence of 
national life and security. No Government can afford to avoid it. 
The inability to suppress smuggling and things of that sort will be the 
very definition of anarchy. 

I will not be surprised if the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department tries to take shelter behind the war screen since to use the 
expression -of the Hon’ble Finance Minister, it is a War budget. 

In conclusion, I would like to point out that drunkenness is 
unbygienio and irreligious. It will be a lengthy and wasteful process 
to wait for the moral enlisrhtenment of everv individual when he will 
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discard drunkenness by himself. We immediately help him in 
his moral evolution by removing the temptation of drinl^ing Vom his 
path. The only deeirable policy, therefore, f^ the Government to 
pursue is to enforce total and immediate prohibition. 

With these few w'ortls, Sir, I commend my motion for the accept- 
ance ot the House. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN (Mr. Iciran Shankar Roy): I propose to call 
upon members to move their motions one by oi^e and then 1 shall allow 
a general discussion. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr Ihagmun, Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Its. 21,80,000 under the head “8 — Provincial 
Excise’’ be reduced by Its. 100. The object of my motion is to raise a 
discussion abount policy and lailure of the ti.cjveniment in giving effect 
to the policy of prohibition gradually. 

Total prohibition was tlie goal and gradual prohibition was tlic 
accepted policy of the predece.ssors of tli^* Government now^ in office. 
If you look at the revenue derived from iirovincial excise, you W'ill 
find that instead ol showing sign.s of -decrease it hu^ been increasing. 


The figures are a.s follows. — 

Year lU* venue. 

Ks. 

1938- 39 ... ... ... l,^)9.3:),0t)0 

1939- 40 ... ... ... 1,05,28,01)0 

1940- 41 ... ... ... 1,71,47,000 

1941- 42 (revised estimates) ... 1,82,00,000 

1942- 43 (estimates; ... 1,82,00,000 


On page 10 of the Red Book, \ou will find that the Government 
hope that the yield from the country spirits is likely to he larger than 
was originally estimated and they also boi)e for a similar increase in 
the year 1942-43. In the ye4ir 1939 the revenue derived from the sale 
of country spirits was Bs. 55,52,000, This year they expect a revenue 
of Rs. 74,50,000. Thus it will be .seen that the revenue is on the 
increase. The Hon’ble Minister who is in favour of gradual increase 
in revenue and not gradual prohibition has referred to Bombay and 
other plaees^where the revenue from excise is much more than the 
re^u?nue in Bengal. He is <*ertainly right but the quesfion^is w’hether 
the revenue from excise was increasing or decreasing from 1938. 1 

am quite sure that the revenue in Bombay, Madras and other plat^es 
has been decreasing. The revenue from provincial excise in Bombay 
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is much larger than in hwaiia© Bombay is an industri^ area. 

We IcQow that the eonsuniimfln of ooiintr/ spirits by labourers in 
industrial areas is reajjy much more thap in area^w^ere there are no 
industries. The Hoh’ble Minister .has also told us that on account of 
the policy^., of^gradual prohibition fbey introrllc.ed prohibition in the 
district <ff ¥oakhali. In this district the consumption of ctuintry spirits 
yas ipiich less because there was no industrial area. 

- ^ -r % 

Jn answer to a question ptit by me, it was said that in the district 
of Noakhali the sale of country spirits had been prohibited. The sale 
of country sjurits ctmld be said to be nil, but the sale of has 

not been prohibited in the district of Noakhali. 

In answer to a (ftiestioii put by me, viz., whether prohibition would 
be introduced in the district of Tippera, it was said that prohibition 
would he introduced in the district of Tippera, hut 1 may tell the 
House that it has not been introduced uji till now. In the opening 
speech of the Horrble Minister we heard from him that prohibition 
would he introduced in the districts of Tippera and diittagoug. Sir, 
in answer to u question put Ry I)i . Sanaullah regarding prohibition in 
Chittagong, viz., ‘‘Will the llon’hle Minister he pleased to state 
whether he contemplates introducing prohibition in Chittagong”, the 
Government said that they were introducing partial prohibition in 
certain parts of the district. Mark the word “iiartial”. The answer 
is also qualified by the words “in certain parts of the district”. I 
know, I am quite sure, that prohibition would not be introduced in 
the districts of Tippera and Chittagong as contemplated by the 
Government, and even if it he introduced at all it will be introduced 
only in certain parts of the districts and not in the whole of these 
districts. When a good revenue is being derived from ijnnjn and 
country litjuor, prohibition will not be introduced in these directions 
also in the whole of the districts but only in parts of the districts of 
Tipi)era and Chittagong. It is only hoodwinking the people without 
doing anything substantial in the matter of prohibition. It cannot 
be said that the last Government was re.sponsible for it. This Govern- 
ment has accepted it and expects a larger revenue from Provincial 
Excise this year. Why do they expect larger revenue?^ Is it prohibi- 
tion or is it an increased revenue from excise, may 1 ask, which is 
uppermost in the mind of the Government? It is said. Sir, that 
prohibition has failed in other provinces. That shows that it will fail 
here also; that shows that the Hon’ble Minister in charge has not 
got any definite knowledge about the working of the prohibition in 
other provinces in India. So, we should not like to be deluded, by 
the Government in this way, but we would ask them to speak plain 
that prohibition is not in their mind, that there would be no pn»hibi- 
tion and that they must derive revenue from the sale of country 
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apirit. 'bfjcourae the honourable* 

told this House tlie lamentable condit^dhsu of ib# me bare 

trial areas. .Tllte Jiinisters have toured in disthix^ indue- 
are industrial areas. May I ask why the (ioverniplnt. have there* 
duced prohibition in Ibe district of Howrah 1^ It is ^ 

there are a larjje number of labourers in industrial ar^a fikhm are 
being ruined for want of prohibitiim. But (ibvernihent will no^ 4o* 
it because tliey do not Iik« to introduce prohibition. We havb beejik 
told that the policy of the present (ioverninent will he henetieiul to 
tlie people at large. So we want the (joveftiment to tell us jilaitily 
what is thi‘ir policy in regard to prohibition. It is certain that the 
Bengal ('ongress Parliamentary Party has now a share in the 
administration of the province, and they know that prohibition — 
total prohibition — is the aim of the Congress. If they have any regard 
for the ideal of the Congress they must stick to their principle of 
total jirohibition. We strongly feel that prohibition must be made 
and must be adopted from this year, and the flovernment must not 
expect a larger revenue from excise. 

AVith these words, Sir, I inpport the'motion and endorse each and 
every w'ord of the previous speaker. 


Reply to Mr. Sibnath Banerjee’s point of Priviloge. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: I may tell Mr. Sibnath Banerjee that 
the arrangements of benches in the western verandah have been made 
under instructions from tlie A.K.P. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: May we k now. Sir, who are the- 
A.R.P. peopled 1 was given to understand that the A.Il.P. is being 
arranged by the Assembly Department with i^^ardens of the office- 
itself. The objection raised was with regard to placing of certain, 
benches. May we know who is the A.H.P. officer-in-charge here? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : 1 am afraid, that is beside the point. 
My view is that if the benches are not removed from there and if 
there is an accident it might damage the persons occupying them. 


Mr. SIBNATH BANERdEE: But I expect that there must bo- 
some sitting arrangements for those wrho come to meet us here. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is under oontemi^tion. 



RAKT. [lOxH MABci, 


. My suggestion is that benches Inay 

Mri 8IRNATH walls wbicb have already been construcU. 

be placed hehiff ^^^ ^ friends^ who come 
ed; otherw-'^^r hours, 
to see 


. rfte Hon*tola fir. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: These are extra- 
jrdmary times. 


O&MAND FOR GRANT. 

8— ProvinoiaT Excise. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 21,80,000 for expenditure under the head “8-r-Provincial Excise’’ 
be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, the previous speakers have given us the figures, showing how 
the revenue of the Government from Excise has increased. The 
Minister in charge says that aarohibitionas not feasible — even gradual 
prohibition is not possible to-day. I could understand such an observa- 
tion coming from a Minister of the bureaucratic Government who are 
intent on increasing their revenue from excise and to demoralise our 
people, particularly in the labour area, by starting liquor shops or 
country spirit shops. Now that the portfolio has been placed in the 
hands of a gentleman coming from North Bengal, who was himself 
before an advocate of prohibition, we thought that prohibition would 
be given effect to from now on. But today, we are surprised that the 
Hon’ble Mr. Burman also tells us that prohibition is not possible for 
the reason that the natural resources and materials for drugs are avail- 
able in plenty in the countryside. If that is the reason, if that is the 
policy accepted by Government — I mean, the policy of gradual prohi- 
bition — the portfolio Aould be given to somebody else who can do 
better in this direction. I could understand the old bureaucratic 
government — it was their policy to demoralise our people because it 
was not to their interest to infuse any sense of morality in them. I 
have personal experience in this matter and I have seen that the policy 
of the past Government has always been to demoralise this class of 
people. Now, with the advent of provincial autonomy when the 
popular Ministers got power, the Ministers in certain provinces, 
particularly in the Congress provinces, introduced prohibition. But, 
Sir, it took away our breath when the Hon’ble Minister told us that 
prohibition was not feasible and that it was not a success in other 
provinces. 

Sir, 1 must say that a Minister should not betray such colossal 
Ignorance regarding his own department for Bombay, Madras, Bihar 
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and Other provinces have already introduced prohibition. Members 
from this side — both Praja Party members and members who have 
seceded from the Congress and joined the Ministerialist, Party today — 
were vociferous in their condemnation and also for the short-sighted 
policy of the Governni^t and they also said that there must be t(»tal 
prohibition. I must ask them to refer to the papers, for they are public 
documents, and see what somersaults tliey have already turned. If it 
is not up to them to change their policy, I would suggest to them that 
they should be brave enough to stop the import <jf wine. lm])ort will 
be automatically sto]jped on account of other reasons and that will 
mean no credit to that side. 

Now, Sir, by insistent demand by the ()j)j)osition from this side of 
the House, there was a partial introduction of prohibition in some 
places, particularly in Nuakhuli. Why select Noakhali and why not 
24-Pargana8 or Howrah district!*^ They could not do that because that 
Government wa.s dictated by the Clive Street. Noukhali’s income from 
this source was hardly lls, d,0(H). However, it is regrettable that even 
this Government which claim to be popular will not take up this new 
policy but continue the same j>olicy which is very mucti to be 
regretted. 

Mr, KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: Mr. Deputy Speiiker, Sir, I beg 
to move that the demand ot Its. 21,iS0.00l) for ex]>enditure under the 
head “8 — Provincial Excise’’ be reduced In Its. 100. 

Dejmty Speaker 

r?T ^ I ( 7 J ^ 

^ ^ I 

•tPR ^ f^TTi? Trtl I ^ 

^ ppTfi^ ^ 1 

^ ^ *tTv^ 1 

(TT^ ^ 5 ■irr^rci;^ i itf^rrar 

c? TTT, — ii^ 

“tPR ^ "IPH tf'll CTt^ttS CJfi’ I 
^ ■tPPF ^ iwlicyiy , — Sit 

I (TiT'^ltiTrt-st wf , sit “Ippr , 

■itPrc^ in c*f^^ 1 

^ ?f<rpr5: 1 4^ 

0f^U5 4 ^ ^ I 4^ ^ 

’itRf 43rti t5?5T ^ ^ 4 ^ ^ i (Mr. Atui 

8 
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Chftndra Sen — — I 'flfHMilt RvstC^ ^rC5^ — 

^ I Sherry champagne ^ 1 %^-— 

(Tf 5Bf^ ?r5f ^ ^ ^r^hr 5 ^, ^ i 

^ ^ (yrff "^ttPr i of wtt^ ^ r 

’T^T^ ^ftrTOOT ^ ^ '^tPfot ?r^ ( 

'»rffw=j tprtr'Tt ^ < 7 r^ ^ ^fe, ( 7 r? ^ ^ ?pf«t ot 

c^ Prr’TC*^^^ ot tprj ^tPi\^ % ^ 1 , — =rffii^ 

( 5 ^ ^ C^ ; ?PT 5 ^ c«!f^ ^1 1 ^ 

c*f^c$ ^ ^®T^r?n 'sr^ cii, c*iTi ^stsi ^ 

fijiTOfff I 57 -— opy^ ^in c^- 5 t ^51^ 1 ^ 

^n ""TtfWRr !f 5 lr^ ^ TOT, <7^ '^^pR ^ <^1 

cri c^rt^ ^ 

’Sf^T^ ( 7 F ?i 1 i^wnr^ ^ 

W?[ ^ ftrsT^ ^ *f 5 ^ — c^ 

I 'sfi vstfro fer, '^fWcsT ^ 

?wc9r^ ftfeir? m^^ttc^ ^ ^ ^ tr tot c^ 

^ ®n 5 n ^ ^j^T (TT c^ ^ri— 

c^ ^ \^m ^f?r?n 

“ITO StOTf 1" 

^ ^nfirarr, brOT^ \?rj^ ^ fro 

(TT^ ^ tr^ ^ ^ — ' 5 tOT 

?f^ lOT (Tlt^ I 

TOT (TT^i ^ ^1 TC«T fV^ I 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERilEE: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
support the motion moved by my friend Mr. Kamal Krishna Roy and 
also to move the motion that stands in my name, vi*., the demand of 
Rs. 21 , 80,000 under the head “ 8 — Provincial Excise’’ be reduced by 
Rs. 100 . 

Sir, here is a sample of prohibition. In the year when prohibition 
was started, namely JOdiMO, it is stated in the report that as many as 27 
new shops were started — 9 for country sjiirit, 2 for foreign liquor, 6 
for gatija, 2 for hh/ing^ I for opium, 3 for tari and 4 for pachai. 

Now, in the very first session of the House in 1937 , the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister said: “Speakiny m a Muslim 1 believe it to be my 
duty to try and have total prohibiGon and as a servant of ^he. people 
1 am not worth my siijt if I Aa^ni^try to oarry out th^ 
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House ” I am personally of course very much against 

bringing religious principles in such raalters and I would endorse tlie 
view expressed by the speaker on that occasion. He said: “It is 
de.sirable that discussion of matters affe<‘ting the economic and political 
life of the people of this country should be <*urrie(l on on an economic 
and political plane. Matters coinerning ndigion ami religious matters 
might .safely be left out when political and e(“onomic questions arc 
dist'ussed.’* On tliat very occasion as man\ as four Hon'ble Ministers 
took part in the disciis-nion. The llon ble Finance Minister said: “It 
is not right on the j>art of Ooverninent to 1 m‘ a purl\ to organise ilriuk- 
ing which leads the peoj)le to the j)ath of ruin and destitution.” But 
within one year, i.e., in wlnui the matter was again disfussed the 
Chief Minister made certain discoveries, and the discovery was that in 
Bengal the peasants and workers did not drink; it is only the middle 
class who are addicted to drinking. Perhaj)s he got this information 
from the behaviour of his c(dleagues. I do not know' it for certain, but 
that was a very strange discovery. We know' it for certain that in the 
industrial area there are hundreds of liquor shops and on Satunlays 
and Sundays when the workers are off, they are kept absolutely drunk 
perhaps with the idea that they may not ftud the pinch of hunger; 
otherwise they might rebel and upset the apple carl. And that is why 
they are kept in a continuous state of drunkenness. When tlie prohibi- 
tion scheme w’as introrluced. it has been mentioned b\ several speakers 
that it w'as intr^aluced in a distriid where there was practically iuk 
W(» rker. It was a j^easant urea. Of coiiiHe in Chittagong there are. 
some workers in Pahartoli but it is a <HHe of ])artial ]>roliibiliim 
there. Most probably that area has been e\(luded. Wb\ If they 
are keen on introducing even partial pndubitioii, why should they not 
start it in Howrah and Hooghly!*' It has been inenliomMl bv several 
speakers that there have b<‘en several interjections about Howrah and 
probably also about Hooglily. but these are the two areas wliere the 
largest number of workers, apart from the 24-Parganas, live and work 
and, therefore, if Government is at all sincere they should try at least 
one of these two districts to introduce prohihilion. 

Now, Sir, the facts for Pb'lT have already hecn given hy several 
speakers. I would only like to add a few more from 19d4-d5 up to 
this year. Year by year there has been increase. It is true that the 
inrrea.se has not been very great. For the last five years in the Red 
Book.s we alw’ays find at the end of “I^rovineial Excise” some cryptic 
and laconic remarks, e.g., “The variations are small and call for no 
comment” find that is our grievance. The variations should have been 
large and we want reduction and not increase. There have ^)een nearly 
10 per cent, variations every year, but always there |Las been an 
increase atd not decrease' since 1937 or ^ven fro^ e^l^r. period., 
Thia yeiir^ib^ remark is:* “Increase is due partly t6 the grant to tb# 
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low-paid employees of a dearness allowance at the rate of Re. 1 per 
head.” Even that could not he compensated by any prohibition that 
they are contemplating. Therefore, the decrease is due mainly to the 
reduction, not of consumption of opium but of its cost price. No 
credit is even claimed by Government that due to their prohibition 
policy there is any decrease whatsoever. Now, I would only request 
the Ilon’ble Minister to note that this is so, not for one year onlj% for 
the last five years it has been going on. 

(At this stage the member reached his time-limit but was allowed 
to speak for half a minute more.) 

In five years’ time there has been prohibition in one small district 
only. If we are to go on at this rate, it will take more than 150 years 
to have total j)rohibition in this province. I hope that the Hon’ble 
Mi nister will speed up. 


Mr. A. M, A. ZAMAN: 05^51 

prohibition (7t (7f^ I 

oj firpR ^ i 

0)^ ^ ^ ^ ntd? 'sirj 

c^rf^ ^ ^ 

trm c^rc^ i '3^ oi ^ ^f?%r (y\ to ^ 

<?*Ta ^ ^ ^ TO ^5tTO (?l TO, 

TO. I ^ fro to i 

'Q ftri TO ^’TO '3^ ’TO ’3 C^t^f 

CTO? TO I (7T -TO TO TO ^ 

(TT^SiTin ^ ’TO 

I TOt?l TO] Opposition^ij TO 

^^tl^TfCTO TOITO"^ C^^Tn Htf^Cy ^StU3 TOT ^ C? 

C*R '3^TO^ <PT? CTOf I ^ 811 TO<T 'ilfTO 'STO TO5 

power %; 811 (TT 3r*f ^ TO, ^*tW] 

^ fros ’®TtTT df ^ jpns ^ to ; 

5TO5T f^, spfT I %! 

C5tcfe^ ^ C5lctt^ (71 fero ^ TO, 'TO fidtWn 

TO TO 5^5! *ffTO ^ ^ CTOTT ? fin 'TO 

^TO <71^ CP® ?<5T TO CTO ^ ^ 

5TTO ^ ^ JTO? TOR «RT ffhTO ^ TO ^TOC51 TO 
TO c!j® ^ ^ TO cTOc^t ^f%5r i 

TOrt TOT WWfi TO CTO TO TO 4T5 TOTitf^ #KTO 
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^ % a ^f 3 811 fft^^rtV99 ^ ^ 

’TCSff^CSR C^ ^ '^Hl CvaRf^c^ii C’? 

jiJ? 57^ I ^<rf4«fCHilf '^tC'5t ^rf? K1 

ft (?Ft^ to ftms: ^^rsn^r tot 

^ c^tn ?t 1 fe ? ^Ftz^ c^ ta ^ % 5 fJT ^ 5 f: c^ri 

fkf^ cff^os ^ '«fficffb*fi« I vii^ ym ftftr c^ 

^ CSfCH ^rt^ Kiel'S I vij^ Of — *4 

7’^ ^QTTtOr d}^^? ^Ttc^fe ft5^ ftf? ^ 

^ ^ I ^stus 01 

^ ^ ^ >G TOT^ *Q C^TMifr^ qvr ^1 

'4^n ft^TU53 C*^r5 ^ Of C»WT ^ ?T^rC5, ^tTT ^iTT^n 

^^ftu B^'G feft rnr ’^rtciH i >4^ ^ ft? ^sti:^ 

ftsi ?f’?OT, TO fVftn?] ‘^^•'Tt?i ■G’ttm ^j? ^ ?i 05 

di '3 ?ft ft I "^^pTr?! dit Hii or ^rw ?’c?ct §»7 ^ 

ftoi 7r? , ?prr»iT ^ ftr^ bt^-^Ftr? c? 5ft ft^i ^n i 
dir^ ^t^prtur^ ^ ?t^i ^\7m 

^d? Sck^ (a voice — ^*] ^rtCT?) ?1 CTt^ ^tft '^f*! ?tTt^ir ?ft 

71? ?T^ I ?5t7:Br^ 'S*? Of*t*t ^ 7555 I ft'? ^*1 rcff’ *f?if 01 

o)57| (:^»t"t i ’3*5^ *5nft ^ ft? c? ti^ 

o^t? ^ c? 3‘'it?ft3 {prtTO? ^t'-t ’ttflft r5iPF, or? 'ttflft csrpf- 
of<i ftT& ?'5? '^Pn ft?r (or or 5jv>t4 ! -qra ?rr?T ^sron 

ftfr^ C?'3 ?1 ? ?ft ^OT ^^*1 ’3*OF ftftb I ?1 ^ftCST oj?r?r? 

?f? fto? ?t^. ft^ TO ilOTO’ 1 fti:?J 01 ? 7 C 7 i? 

*f?F«r BTfrfBf 5 - c Tt5 CT or ’2r?Tl IJTrS ^'“N ?7r^ ?1 olOf-n? m 

?T?7t^ ?F?05 7? I 'G^tTOPT TO[t??Il ftCi; 5t? OT ’^rPTtOT 0} ^ItOI 

^ gtOT? dpip^fi <y\pf ?t? ?rc^ '^TOi ?^? 'g oj^ 

??TO ftrft? ?!R ?f?t? I TOB^ ’^wi or 01 ^itoi? OTP? 01 tfvroi 

I ’s^t'pTto^ ?r?r ftftb or ’^srMo^ '5 off? ftH 
?t?, ?i ft^ ’^rt^Wonr i ^ ?t? ?f? ofto? ftf55 

or ftc? ?«j? or C7 \ Tpini ’gI^i ^ oi?* o^tor ^ 

CT? 'QftCT ?tOR y\ 1 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK : ?7?1ft »n5t<tfe ?7l-f?, ^IWI 

?1 ?’c»! C^ll^ 01 or^C-r <.?ct5? ?tcwcfe? 5WCf '^tTS ?Of 71 

c94t?5Pt? OnrOT ?tOf^ TOl ftf ^^TOTt5?1 ?f?l I tJTTPf fTt^ttCI 

?ft ^Il|7t5 Or^?l 7? 07, Olft ¥'rraR, ?ltc>fttff -fa<- 

Or«S 41^ «rt#t— 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I would request you not to make any 
reflections on the discussion which has taken place so long in this 
House. You please go on with the subject matter of the motion under 
discussion. 


Dr, ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK : (OT%TT^ 

^ ^5rTi:5ftBr?q TOff 

nr c^tz^ wi n i 

■<5T7.'3 nit a, •(!, f%§ 

Ftv 7n I W'lN ^ <71^ "Devil of the 

Tamarind Tree”^ I TV (TT^ devil of the 

tamarind tree^ influence 4^ ^<1 fef^r I ^ rtgRt C'^ T?*! 

d(;vil of the tamarind tree. ^ (7T^ devil of the 

tamarind tr<Ki^ Excises Dopartmenti)^ I 

5i‘i' %?r fk^r, 4^ cvv i 

c^rtcy (TR oC^ tW (7r^ vrv^tzv 

fksR V] »it3rtf^ tfTOT^ 'll gKR, vm fkzv 

Tm oi Tvfi fk?rfi^ i rzv 

'rWd? (TTfePpTR l spirited medication 

i^-QCsn Cjppf alcohol4?f (TfSf^ S^t=sr<3 4^ 

duty I '®r^ CV, tincture iodine 4^ 

’TW^TT TtV ^>1*1^ ^^V\ (TTC^ ^ ^ duty Ttf^ ^ 5^ I CVp] 

^?in 41^"^ ^?r, to '®rrfmr OfZ^ | Port Wine 

cv fi?f^>rfri vff^ ^ vmtv TV, vtv /Tft^sesr^ 'tr 

V kn c>fkr duty ^rR* hi t'^ ^stres^ ^||o/^>, ^3^ c^ i 4^ 

^ tprirMlir ^^fhr fwf^ tfTFPP H^^fr h] h] aRtTTd?;^ 

(TT aRiTTdvB kf^ ^C5T fk^T/o^'d, -yo fir#! 

(7f 4^ 10 '^TRl I/O fif#! nr 1 ^^“fi 4fiT finr suggestion 

OfSin ^vli I CTORottTf 'srPTifl ^ ^5tr5 ^n?f nr C? suggestion 
fiT:sT3 CV^ devil of the tamarind tree oip] ^«r H\ I ^fif 

Ft^ 4^ (RRITR I Trfpr t5f|9f^ OTvfi 7p;5T^ ^cf 

’Tl ^ ^RfCViT V% ^*R1 ^srRfCSR SR ^STTC^. 

V\ wt\ CV demand^fir 'HH (TT- 

'^fir t|T'l '^H, ^rarti7r<ri?) ?i 'aiRR nrsF 4^c?, 

£xoi8e47 tftetj '^ST^nr spirited medicine4^ fftFtT^r ^^"rff*f^ 

spirit cainphor4W CV VPS ktfT ^ feSR (TT^fif 

^rfOT Sfe? c*r^?r fvsPs tftvfsrv 1 4 ^^ yt? fir ? 
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TffiT ^ ^ i AicohoM? m ^ ^ »n:v •c? 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^<C3n:^ mfi i 

^ ^ prohibitionij^ ^**41 — ^ra«t?n ?! 

<71*^ '9^ ^ a CfU C^, Cl ^ (TFt^? ^5tC^ 

^ (7?, ‘iJ ^ ^ ^ ^1. (TT^ TKTl ^ 

prohibitioni]=T ^={1 | (TT^niTT C^*t 

ypntK TTtOT ^rfN ^ c^'nn srr c5?*t5Ji f^rcvr^TiT ^'<h 

CWC^ prohibition C^fr^ (y'^ 51^ C?, ^ 

I "srtf^ ^ t 5^ ^ ^ <71, 

industrial arcaC5 (7i'^ff?7T C*^5h ^ftC^ (71, 'art’t^iTl ft* 

^5^ 5t=i I ^ ^ c^ti::^ C't^. (71, ^ c’TOf 

— f^ fV 4^vti ^?ftiT '2itn?. ^ftm 3ir^ ^«ii ^ 

'31117? (71, ■3K1 ^ (TTfr^ c^tc^ '^iwi (7ft^ undo 'aft^'HOT <ilfr 

&3f»n ? ^r5 TO^f C^pl ^r«r5 ^ ft I 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Mr Deputy 

Speaker, Sir. I'lie (j(»\eiiniient of file jiresenf day liave been ehar^fed 
with want of polic.N. and the irony ol it is that this eharjre has been 
made by Maiilvi Hafizuddin (’haiidlniri, and the ilebate from that side 
ha^ been comduded by Dr. Abdul Motaleb Malik. Doth of them belong 
to the Muslim l.ea^rue and only montlis ago they represented the 
Government that curried on tlii‘ admini.stratioii ami also ^.niided the 
policy on Excise matters for 4^ years. I cannot understand how they 
can charji^e the (jovernment of tin* pr(*sent day with any want of jiolicy. 
It does not fall with any ^-race from tlie mouth of those w1h> have 
supported the jiolicv of the j»revi(nis Government , J lie jiresioit policy 
is their policy becau.''e this (Joveinment hail not had timt* to deviate 
from the old policy and laum h anything new. They have based their 
criticisms on the figures of the budget, but 1 submit that tins budget 
has been framed on t)ie revised estimates of the year l{)41-4‘2, the entire 
portion of which was administered by the then Government which now 
represents the main oppo>itioii, I mean the Muslim League. So they 
cannot find fault with the figures of the present budget which has been 
based upon the figures which have been taken from the period of their 
administration. Hut I have to deal with the criticisms that have been 
levelled against the Government from the {Tmgress Benches. Sir, from 
my opening speech the members from that group might have concluded 
that we ha^'e followed and we shall follow the policy of the past 
Government. It may tell them that this Government is not going to 
do so. 

Sir, total prohibition was the policy of the past Government and 
total prohibition is also the policy of the present Government. But 



Hi 


DEMAND FOB QEANT. 


[10th Maech, 


while the previous Government in the name of total prohibition did 
almost nothing to give effect to that policy, this Government is going 
to take up that work in right earnest 

Mfi DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Then why did you not intro- 
duce it in Chittagong and Tippera? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I have already 
said in iny opening speec^h that we are going to stop ten shops in the 
district of Tippera out of a total of fourteen. But I must tell my 
friends opposite that immediate total proliibition which is their claim 
is not a feasible measure at all. (Loud noise and cries of “Oh I Oh!’* 
from the Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Silence, please. The Hon’ble Minister 
must be allowed to speak without disturbance. 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I may tell them 
this much tliat tliis (Government will give effect to prohibition as much 
and as last as possible. (Considering the difficulties that lie ahead it 
does not sound well to urge for immediate total proliibition. I would 
humbly ask my honourable friends over there to consider whether total 
jirohibition cun be introduced all at once. It has not been successful 
even in some of those provinces where it had been already introduced. 
But T can assure the House that (lovernmeut will push on in right 
earnest with the policy of prohibition and will, wherever possible, 
close down shops and will also see that no new shops are started. AVe 
will apply our mind most earnestly to this very important question and 
1 hope we will be able to do something substantial. 

The motion of Maulvi Hafizuddin Ohoudhuri that the demand of 
Its. 21,80,000 for expenditure under the head “8 — Provincial Excise” 
be reduced by Its. 100 was then put and a division taken with the 
following result: — 


AM«I Atlii Mulm IN. 

AM«t HtSt, Mr. Mint. 

AMtl NtkJM VIkrtMiNirt, MmNI W. 
AMil HanM. Hr. A. M. 

AfeM KtriM, Mr. 

AWtl H«|M, Mr. tyN (IMtkkMl). 

AMMt Mttaltk MMk, Dr. 

AMvNihAI MallMMi, Hr. 

AM«r RtkkUM, Kliat irtiMvr A. P. H. 
AlMNir HaiMt MNIfl, Mr. 

AMif IlMtIM MMiMNi. H#. 

AM«r Itmtmt, HmM HA. 

AMm UiiMN. HmNI Mi. 


AYEI-4f. 

Atai NtMla AkiMA, Mr. 

AkiMA All HrMka, HmM. 

AkMA HttMih Mr. 
toMfjM, Hr. Uknttk. 

■MtrfM, Dr. torttk OkaHra. 
■aaarH. Hr. P. 

DaiDvpIa, Dr.A. H. 

Dalla. Hr. DHrtaAra Nalk. 

DaM, Mr. NaraaAra Utk. 

Paiiai Mfen MlawHia iy , Hr. H. 
PMkil QMAD. Kkaa D NiaA if HnN 
PaMar takMM. Hr. (Daaii). 

PHiar takwaa. Hr. (HpaaiiMKli). 
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MtiitMHi CkMtfliarl. ■aalvi. 

NawIMila AkMN, Kkaa Sakil. 

^HalaMIk Akouitf, Kkaa lakaiar Maalvl. 
Haiti, Hr. Nikiaja lakari. 

HaairaNia Akkaatf, Haahri. 

HakaaiaMtf AJi, Kkaa lakatfar. 

HakaaiauH larall, Haalvi. 

HakaaiaMtf HMI^at, Kkaa Kahaiar Dr. tya4. 
HakkarJI. Dr. Ikarat Okaaira. 

Halliek, Irljat Aikattfk. 

Natarallak, Mavakia#a K. 


latiiaatfHa Kkvaja Hr. K.k.l.K. • 
Rtf, Hr. Kaaialkrkkaa. 

Ray, Hr. Rlraa laakar. 

•aNai, Hr. I. A. 

•aayai, Dr. Nallaakaka. 
laa^iapta, Hra. Rallla. 

•arajal laiaai, Hr. 

•kakakaailB, Hr. Kkaaja, A.R.E. 
Uaka. trijat Haaiaira Rkaaaa. 
•ar, Hr. Maraaira Kaaiar. 

Yaaal All Okaaikary, Hr. 

NOEt~-101. 


AMal Hati. Hr. Hla. 

AkEal HaaiM Ikak, Haalfi. 

Aktfai Wakak Kkaa, Hr. 

Akdar Raat. Kkaa Rakaiar Skak iRaagyaO- 
AkEar Ranafc, Haalvi. 

Aka Haiiaia tarkar, Haalvi. 

Akal rail. Hr. Hi. 

Aekaryya Ckaaikary, Hakaraja laifcl Kaala, af 
Huklagacka, Hyaiaaiiagk. 

Aktaai Kkaa, Hr. tyai. 

Aaiinallak, Kkaa lakik Haalvi. 

Aaiir All Hla, Haalvi Hi. 

Aiimaiiia AkoMi, Hr. 

Ackar All, Haalvi. 

SaaariM. tka Haa’kia Hr. Pramalka Natk. 

•aaarji, Hr. latya Priya. 

Baral AH. Hr. Hi. 
laraia, Baka Prtaibarl. 

Baraia, Hr. Paiyajit. 

Baroiaa, Baka Skyaaia Praiai. 

Baraian, tka Naa'kit Hr. Upankri Balk. 

Baaw, tka Naa'kia Hr. lantaik Kaiaar. 

Blrkaiyra, Hr Naary. Bart. 

Bitaraa, Baka Labakail Narayaa. 

Biaaraa, Hr. Raalk Lai. 

Btaarai, Hr. laraaira Natk. 

Bkakrakarty. Baka Naraaira Narayaa. 

Okaaikari. Rai Naraaira Natk. 

Okippaaiaia, Hr. W. W. 

Daa, Rai lakik Aaakal Okaaira. 

Daa, Hr. Haaaiakaa. 

Daa Bapta, Baka Kkagaaira Natk. 

Daa Bapta, Irijat Naraaira Natk. 

Datta Bapta, Hlaa HIra. 

Datta Hataaiiar, Hr. NIkaraaia. 
tikar. Hr. Upaairaaatk. 

PaiM Nag. tka Naa'Ma Hr. A. K. 

Bkaaa, Hr. Atal Kriakaa. 

Olaaaiiia AkaNi, Hr. 

Bataai Rakkaal Akaaiaiai, Haalvi. 

Balaai lararar Naaalai, Hr. Ikak lyai. 

BrlRMki, Hr. 0. 

Bapta, Hr. i. N. 

Sanag, Hr. DaaHar Uafk. 

Byaaaiiia AkaMi B kaa ik ary, Alkai). 

HaHkaRab, tka Naa’Ma Ravak BabaBar K., af 
Daaaa. 

NaariNaa, Hr. K. A. 

NaaM AH Bkavikary. Hr. tyai. 

Haataamaiaa, Haalvi Hi. 

HwBih ar KUhl Tka NaaHa Kkaa Rakaiar 
HaalvL 

The Ayes being 48 and the Noea 


Naalaa Harakai. Hra. H.B.t. 

Nataaially iaaiaiar, Kkaa lakik Haalvi. 
liriv Akaiai Hia, Haalvi. 
iaaak AH HaJaaiiar. Haalvi. 

Kuan AH Hina, laklkiaia Ka«aa iak lyai. 
Kkaa, Hr. Dakaaira Lall. 

Raaiar, Hr. Atal Okaaira. 

Kaaia, Hr. Nlikitka Natk. 

HcPkanaa, Hr. B. P. 

HaJI, Hr. Aiwalta Kuaiar. 

HaJaaiiar, Hra. Naaiaprava. 

Haaiai, Hr. Aairita Lai. 

Haaiai, Hr. Baaka Bakarl. 

Haaiai, Hr. Birat Okaaira. 

Haaiai, Hr. iagtaira Natk. 

Haaiai, Hr. RHikaa Pratai. 

Haairaivaaiaa lalaiaakaii, Haalaaa Hi. 
Hagkal, Hatala, Nr. 

Nakaia, AH. Nr. Hi. 

Naakarjaa, Tka Naa'kia Dr. lyaaiapraaai. 
Nargaa, Hr. B.. O.I.I. 

Haalaai, All Nallak, Haalvi N. 

Nakaaiaiai Atial, Kkaa Bakaiar NaaivI lyai. 
NakaaiaMi Ikrakiai, Haalvi. 

Hakanaiai lakapaa, Haalvi. 

Haharjaa, Nr. Tarakaatk, H.B.B. 

Nakkarji, Dr. N. 0. 

Nalliak. Hr. Palia Babary. 

Haakarraff Naaaaia, Nawak, Kkaa Bakaiar. 
Havtagavaai Nagaa, Hr. lyai. 

Naakar, Hr. Naai Okaaira. 

Pattlaiar, Hr. B. U. 

Praaiaalh, Hr. Tariaickaraa. 

Rakataa, Kkaa Bakaiar A. H. L 
RaJikviiiB TaraMar, Haalvi. 

RaailiaiilB Akaiai, Nr. 

Ray. Hr. Dkaaaajay. 

Ray. Hr. Haaantka Natk. 

Ray. Hr. Patiraa. 
lalraiiia Akawi, NaJI. 

•aayai. Hr. laaaaka lahkar. 

•an. Hr. Atal Okaaira. 

•aa, Hr. Dkiraaira Natk. 

•aa, iafaab Okaaira, Rai Bakaiar. 

IkakaiaH, Hr. 

•kaaiiaiiia Akawi, tka Naa'kia Hr. 

•lagka, Baka Kikalra Balk. 

•Mar, Bata LMIa Haaia. 

Mart, Hr. A. P. 

TkMiar, Hr. ProMalka Raa|aa. 

Yaaaaf Miaa. 
laHHi, Hr. A. H. A. 

101, the motion was loBt. 
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The Aiotion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand of 
Rs. 21,80,000 for expenditure under the head “8 — Provincial Excise” 
he reduced by Rh. 100 was then put and a division taken with the 
following results: — 


AYE8--48. 


AMhI Axil, Maalina M. 

AMul Mall. Mr. Mina. 

AMal Hakim VikramiNiri, Maaivi Md. 
Akdtti Hamid. Mr. A. M. 

Akdui Karim, Mr. 

AMal Majid, Mr. Syad (Naakkali). 

AMal Matalak Malik. Or. 

AMalla*AI Mah maM, Mr. 

AMar Rikman. Kkaa labadar A. P. M. 
Abdar Rahmaa liddidi, Mr. 

AMar Raiebid MabmaM, Mr. 

AMar Raibaad, Maaivi Md. 

AMax lhaaad. Maaivi Md. 

Abal Hoiaia Abmad. Mr. 

Ahmad All Mridba, Maaivi. 

Ahmad Haaala, Mr. 

•aaarjaa, Mr. Ilhaatb. 

•aaarjN, Dr. iaraab ObaMra. 

•anarjl, Mr. P. 

Mai Oapta. Dr. «l. M. 

Matta, Mr. Dbiraaara Hath. 

Dalai, Mr. Haraadra Rath. 

Parbad Raxa Obawdbary. Mr. M. 
raiiai QaMIr, Khaa labMar Maaivi. 


Failar Rabmaa, Mr. (Dttca) 

Pailar Rabmaa, Mr. (Mymaaiiaib). 

HaUxuddia Ohoadburl. Maaivi. 

Hamidaddia Ahmad, Kbaa tabib. 

Maiti, Mr. Nikanja Bahari. 

Maairaddia Akhaad, Maaivi. 

Mohamaiad Ali, Kbaa Bahadur. 

Mabammad iirail, Maaivi. 

MabammM tiddiqai, Khaa Bahadur Dr. tjrad. 
Makharji, Or. lharat Ghaadra. 

Mulliek. Irijat Aihatoih. 

Naiaraliah, Nawabiada K. 

Haiimaddia Kbwaja Hr. K.C.i.E. 

Ray, Mr. Kamaikbriibaa. 

Ray, Mr. Kiraa Saakar. 
taiim, Mr. I. A. 
laayal. Dr. Maliaakiba. 
laa-Buyta, Mn. Haliia 
larajal lilam, Mr. 
lhababaddia, Mr. Khuraja, C.B.E. 
tiaba, Irijat Maaladra Bhaiaa. 
bar, Mr. Haraadra Kumar. 

Tamiiuddia Khaa, Mr. 

Yuiat Ali Ohaudhary, Mr. 


NOE8-99. 


Abdul Nallx, Mr. Mia. 

AMul Hamid Ihab, Maaivi. 

AMal Wabab Kbaa, Mr. 

AMar Rauf, Khaa Bahadur Ibab (Raufyar). 

AMar Ratiak, Maaivi. 

Aba Hanala larkar, Maaivi. 

Aba rail, Mr. Md. 

Aabaryya Obaadbury, Maharaja laakl Kaata, at 
Maktafaaba, Myawailagb. 

Abaiad Khaa, Mr. tyad. 

Amiaailab, Kbaa labib Maaivi. 

Amir Ali Mia, Maaivi Md. 

Aiimaddla Ahawd, Mr. 

Aabar, Ali, Maaivi. 

•aaarjaa, tba Haa'bla Mr. Pramatha Rath. 

•aaarjl, Mr. tatya Priya. 

•arat All, Mr. Md. 

Barma, Baba Prambari. 

Baraui, Mr. PaiyaJIt. 

Barmaa, Baba tbyauM PraiM. 

Baraiaa, tba Haa’bia Mr. UyaMra Rath. 

•aaa, tM Maa*bla Mr. laataah Kumar. 

Birkmyra, tir Maary, Bart. 

Blaaraa, Baba Lakibml Rarayaa. 

BItaraa, Mr. Raalk Lai. 

BUwaa, Mr. laraadra Rath. 

Bbakrabarty, Baba Haraadra Rarayaa. 

Bbaadbarl, Ral Haraadra Rath. 

OMpyaadata. Mr. d. W. 

Oaa, Ral labM Aaafcal Obaadra. 

Baa. Rai laWb KIrH Bbaaaa. 

Baa, Hr. Maaamhaa. 


Dai Suyta, Baba Kbagaadra Rath. 

Baa Bayta, Irijat Raraadra Rath. 

Datta Bayta, Mita Mira. 

Datta Maiamdar, Mr. Ribaraada. 

Faxiui Hag, tba Haa'bla Mr. A. K. 

Bbaia, Mr. Atal Kriibaa. 

Biaiaddin Abmad, Mr. 

Balam Rabbaai Abammad, Maaivi. 

Balam lanaar Haaaiai, Mr. Ibab lyad. 
Brifttbi, Mr. 0. 

Bayta, Mr. d. R. 

Baraag, Mr. Dambar liagb. 

Byaiaddla Abaiad Chaadbary, AlbadJ. 
Habibaliab, tba Hm’Mu Haarab Babadar K.. af 
Daaca. 

Hamlltaa, Mr. K. A. 

Haiaa All Obawdbary, Mr. lyad. 
Haiaaanamaa, Maaivi Md. 

Haabam Ali Kbaa, Tba Haa*bla Khaa Bahadur 
Maaivi. 

Haiiaa Manbad, Mn., M.B.E. 

Hatamally daiaadar. Kbaa labib MaaNi. 

Idrii Abamd Mia, Maaivi. 
daaab All Majumdar. Maaivi. 

Kaxam Ali Mina, laMbaHa Kavaa dab lyad. 
Kbaa, Hr. Babaa d ra Lail. 

Kumar, Mr. Atal Bbaadra. 

Kaada, Mr. HUbttba Rath. 

HtPbaraaa, Mr. B. P. 

Hall, Mr. Adartlla Kamar. 

Majamdar, Mra. Mamdpiava. 

HMdal, Mr. Amrtta LaL 
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MMtfai, Mr. taRki Btkari. 

MMtfal, Mr. Mrat Ckaaira. 

Maaial, Mr.^aftaira Natfe. 

Haaiat, Mr. Kriihaa Pratai. 

MaalranaaMa lilaaMkaii, Maalaaa RM. 
Maakal, Mr. Hwala. 

Mahtia, Ail, Mr. Md. 

Maafcarjaa, Tha Han'feia Dr. Syamapraiad. 
Marfaa, Mr. 0., C.I.E. 

Mailaai Ali Mollak. Mauivi M. 

Makamaiad Afial, Khaa Bahadar Mauivi Sjad. 
Makammad Ikrahiia. Mauivi. 

Mufcaaiaiad Ishafua, Mauivi. 

Mnkkarjaa, Mr. Tarakaatk. M.B.E. 

Makharji. Dr. H. C. 

Maiiick, Mr. Puiia Bafcary. 

Maakarruff Hauaia, Nawak, Kkaa Bahadur. 
Maatafaurtal Haqaa, Mr. 8yad. 

Naakar, Mr. Naai Chandra. 


Ptttiaiar, Mr. B. U. 

Praaiaaik, Mr. Tarialakaraa. 
Rakauia, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 
Rajibuddin TaraMar. Mauivi. 
Raaiiiuddia Ahmad, Mr. 

Ruf, Mr. Dbaaanlay. 

Ray, Mr. Manamtha Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 
lanyal Mr. latanka Sakhar. 

•aa, Mr. Alul Chandra. 

San, Mr. Dhiraadra Nalh. 

San. dofoih Chandra, Rat Bahadur, 
thahadall, Mr. 

Skamauddin Ahmad, tha Han'bia Mr. 
Sirdar. Baku Litia Munda. 

Stark. Mr. A. P. 

Thakar, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 
Yauiuf, Mina. 

Zaman. Mr. A. M. A. 


The Ayes bein^ 48 and tbe Noes 1)!), the motion was lost. 


The motion ot Mr. ]‘. Buuerji that the .lemiiml of Rs. 21,80,000 for 
expenditure under the head "8 — Provincial Kxci.se" be reduced by 
Efi. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Kamalkrishnu J{o\ that the demand of 

Rs. evl,80,000 for expiuiditure under the heatl “8 — Provincial Kxcise” 
be reduced by Rs. JOO. was then jmt and lost. 

The motion of Mr, Sibnath Panerjee that the demand of 

Rs. ^1,80.000 for expenditure under the head “8 — IVovim’ial K.\eise'’ 
be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put ami lost. 

The main motion of the Hon’bie Mr. I'peiHlranath Harman that u 
8um of Rs. 21,80,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
8 Provincial Kxcise * wa.s then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 


The House was then adjourned at lJ-‘35 a.m. till 8-dO a.m. on 
Wednesday, the 11th March, 1942, at the As.sembly House, Calcutta. 
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[11th March, 


Proceeding! of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on 
Wednesday, the 11th March, 194‘-i, at 8-30 a.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Sykj) Jalali ddin Hashemy) in the Chair, 
9 Hon’ble Ministers and 202 menilM*r8. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Arrest of Muslims at Barisal. 

•126. Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(<) whether a number of Muslims were arrested on the lltli 
January, 1942, at Barisal; and 

(if) whether a number of them were confined in Jujjdt. 

(h) If the answe*r to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i ) the number of the Muslims that w^ere arrested ; 

(li) the numbei of them that were confined in hnjat; and 

(fn) the measurement of the hnjat? 

(c) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons for 
such arrests and confinement in the hajat ? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (a) (i) Yes. 

(it) No. 

(h) (i) 45. 

(ft) and (m) Do not arise. 

(c) They were arrested for committing an offence under section 
296, Indian Penal Code (defiling a mosque). 
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8YED ABDUL MA41D; WvW \w Won'XAe WimsteT \>e pleased 
to state wlietlier these persons were, kept confined in the thansT or the 
lock-np P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: They were not kept lou- 
fined anywhere. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the llon'lde Minister bo 
pleased to state where t})ey were taken alter the arrest if they were not 
kept confined in the luijat or lock-up P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The luuuuirable inemlH^r is 
aware that all persoihs alter arrest are taken to I'ertain police-stations 
and not confined anywhere. 

Mr. ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hoirble Minister be 
pleased to state how lon^r these arrested persons were kept under deten- 
tion after the arresl P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Alter they were arrested 
the followinjr jiarticulars woro taken d<»wn--their names, their fathers’ 
names, their le.^idences, their oceupaticui.^ and their stateineuls — and 
after that they uere let oil witli a v^arning. 

Mr. ABUL HOSAIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the nature oi the defilement of tlie iirnsqucP 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I ansuered this (question 
yesterday, and 1 repeat once aj»ain llie nature of the defilement, namely 
that they got upon the ijjomiu** and mteifered with tlie persons who 
were attending the mo>que lor ])rayer. 


Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the allegation that ol them were kept confined in hajat 
is a fact or notP 

The Hon’Ma Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is true that such an 
allegation has been made, but on enquiry I am told that it is not 
correct. 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: The allegation is that one of them 
also fainted in that hajat because the hajai^ was meant only for 4 
persons and 29 of them were kept confined in it. 
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The Hon'Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: This is the first time that 
I hear 'of it, and if necessary I shall make an enquiry. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Just now the Hon’ble Minister 
said that these persons were let off with a warning. Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state who gave the warning — the Police officer 
or the Magistrate? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Of course the Magistrate 
was there. They were given the warning by the Magistrate and let 
off. 


Arrest of Muslims under the Defence of India Rules. 

M27. Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(^0 the number of Muslims arrested, interned and externed under 
the provisions of the Defence of India Rules in Bengal since 
the assumption of office by the present Ministry; 

(/>) the number of them that are (U students and (2) Alims; and 

(r) their numbers referred to in (o), district by district? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Attempts will be made to 
collect the informations wanted but they will necessarily involve time. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state when the information may be made available to the 
inenil)er8 of the House? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ; I do not think it is possible 
for me to answer that question. How can I say that? I ean only 
try and expedite. 

Mr. ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the persons referred to in the question were 
dealt w'itli under the Dt'fenee of India Act for their arrangring black 
flag demonstrations against the arrival of the Hon’ble Minister and hia 
colleagues P 

The Honlila Mr. A. K.^AZLULtmrQi I cn siy ttbthhig tiU .I 

get the information I want. • c i a . 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, in view of Qie Te#y given 

the Hon’ble Minister, may £ suggest that the question be taken as held 
over? 


The Hon'Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have no objection. 


Serving of notices on oertain persons of Bonaimuri, Noakhali. 

M28. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon Me Minister in 
charge of the Home Department he pleased to state the reason for which 

9 persons of Sonaimuri have been served with noti<‘e by the District 
Magistrate of Noakhali on the 17th of January, 1942, to show cause 
why they should not be prosecuted P 

The Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: In order to allow them uu 
opportunity of showing cause against prosecution for activities of a 
prejudicial nature and likely or intemled to cause a breach of the peace, 
a disturbance of the public tranquillity an<l the exacerbation of com- 
munal feeling. 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased! 
to state what are the activities of these persons which are considered 
to l)e of a prejudicial nature mentioned in the reply 

The Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 have already said in; 
the reply that tiie activities of a prejudicial nature are those likely to- 
cause a breach of the peace, to disturb public tran(iuillity and to- 
exac’erbute communal feeling. 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the liniride Minister he pleased 

10 state if it is not a fact that no meeting was held in Sonaimuri at 
that timeP 

Th« Hon’hle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware of that. 
If neces.sarv, I shall make an enquiry. 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MA.HD: Will the Hon’Me Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is not a fact that notices were served on those 
persons only to terrorise them in order that they may not make any 
black flag demonstration on the occasion of the Hon'ble Minister’s 
visit? 

The Hon’hle Mr. A. K. ftAZLUk HUQi It ieenUi that itbe honour- 
able member knows more than 1 do. ^ ^ 
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Mr. H* t» SUHRAWARDYl Ib the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
in the notice which has been served, it is definitely stated they have to 
show cause on account of active participation in demonstrations against 
Hon^ble Ministers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have not seen the notice. 
If the honourable member wants, I may call for a copy of the notice 
and then I can answer. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware that 
the notii^e was dated Ifith January, 1942, although the Ministers were 
not expected to arrive before the 20th of January somewhere in Sonai- 
muri. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Till I have seen the notice 
I cannot answer. 

Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Will the Ilon'ble Home Minister be 
pleased to take action against the officer concerned if he finds that the 
notice has been .serv'ed as stated in the j)revi()us question? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: That is a request for action. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the EonTde Minister in charge 
be pleased to state whether he will consider the desirability of talking 
fluital>h‘ a('tion against the particular officer if he has issued such a 
notice ? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Please put the question in proper form. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, the honourable member has 
put the (luestion in a new torm, namely, whether the Ilon’ble Minister 
considers the desirability of taking action. 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: With regard to the question 
of desirability of taking action, if action is necessary, certainly action 
will be taken. 


Serving of notioas on oortain Muslim hotol-keopars and Islamia 
Printing and Publishing Comfiony, of NoaAhali. 

*128, Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state the reason why a 
large number of Muslim hot^-keepers of the Noakhali town have been 
served with notices to show cause why they should not be prosecuted ? 



Qtrbsiioirs: 

b it m tact tiiat a aimilar notioe *^41 «Ai%t 

NiMdUiftH Idlaittia Punting and PnbHfllung Company for print- 
ing bandbilli under tbe caption ** (TpTHf^ *'F 

(c) If to, will tbe Hon'ble Miniater be pleased to stale ibo reason 
therefor P 

I T^Hfn’Mn Hr* Ai IC. PA^LUL HIIQt (a) I am cawwng enquiries 
to be made and will give the honourable member the information called 
for on receipt. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) The local officer is advised that the leaflet is itself actionable and 
in his view the press would appear to be an undeclared press and to have 
consequently infringed the law in any case by printing it. 

Khan BahMiur MOHAMMED ALIt Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state what was the nature of the notice served on the printing 
press ? 

Tht Hon'hlo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs As regards the prinUng 

press I am prepared to give the information. It is this: the declared 
owner of the press at which the leaflet was printed is dead and no 
fresh declaration has been made. Under the P. and R. of B, Act, IflflT, 
it is an offence (section 13 read with section 4) to keep a press without 
a declaration and (section 15 read with section 5) to print at^ an 
undeclared press. An undeclared press is also liable to forfeiture 
under Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Act, section 17, for producing 
an unauthorised news-sheet [see section 2 (10) of the Indian Press 
(Emergency Powers) Act]. 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
tbe notice that was served on the press was not because it was an 
undeclared press but because it was alleged to have printed leaflets 
under the caption *'Samajdrohi Senapati”, without consulting the 
District Magistrate^ 

Thu Hon’M# Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Tbe honourable member 
may find from my answer that there are two aspects: first, tbe Jocal 
officer is advised to see if there is anything objectionable in the Icufiet, 
but apart from that he has also to see if any bfence hae 
mitted. And, in fact, an offence was committed. 

9 
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Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: What I am asking the Hon’ble 
Ministei* if he is aware that the notice to show cause on the ^'Islamia 
Press" was because it printed leaflets "Samajdrohi Senapati’^P 

The Hen^Me Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It may be so, Sir, but I 
am not aware. 


Extemment order oo 8J. Dab Kumtr CupU and 8J. Prafulla Roy of 

Caloutu. 

•130. Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(*) whether Sj. Deb Kumar Gupta and Sj. Prafulla Boy of 7/B, 
Jugipara Bye-Lane, Calcutta, were served with extemment 
order on the 6th July, 1940, exteming them from Calcutta 
and certain areas of Bengal ; 

(u) whether they were asked to explain their conduct before the 
service of the order or at any later time; 

(tit) the offence under which they were arrested at Muttra in United 
Provinces; and 

(tv) who authorised their return to Presidency Jail in Calcutta? 

(6) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the said Deb Kumar Gupta 
and Prafulla Roy were brought handcuffed from Muttra to Calcutta? 

(c) Is it a fact that orders for extemment from Calcutta and intern- 
ment within Bengal were again served upon them? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether they 
have been asked to explain their conduct at any time? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the afore- 
said gentlemen have applied for any allowance for them and their 
family? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that these two gentlemen have no 
other means of subsistence? 

(ff) Have the Government made an enquiry regarding prayers of 
their allowances? If so, with what result? 

(\) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware how these gentlemen and their 
families are maintaining themselves? 

(t) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of modify- 
ing the orders restricting their movements by allowing them to move 
within the area of any district without the necessity of giving seven 
days’ notice to the district authorities? 
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O’) Have the Government received any petitiona Iroa^ Sj. Deb 
Kumar Gupta asking for leave to come to Calcutta and paaaed any 
order thereon ? 


The Hofi’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs {a) (i) and (e) Yes. 

(tt) and (d) No. 

(tti) They were arrested under Defence of India Rule 129 by the 
United Provinces Police in view of activities considered by them to be 
prejudicial and the existence of an order of the Government of India, 
dated 13th March, 1941, directing them to remain within the Province 
of Bengal. 

(tr) The United Provinces Government with the previous consent 
of this Government. 

(b) I have no information. 

(c) Orders were served upon them on the 8th May, 1941, directing 
them, without prejudice to the order of the 6th July, 1940, to reside 
and remain in Bengal. 

id) No. 

(e) Yes. 

(f) They were joint publishers of a paper and joint owners of a 
publishing business and Deb Kumar was at one time an agent of an 
insurance company. There is no bar upon their pursuing these avoca- 
tions or otherwise making a living. 

(p) Yes, rejected. 

(h) I have no information. 

(f) I shall look into the matter. 

(;) Yes, rejected. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to the replies 
regarding the arrests made by the United Provinces Government, will 
the Hon’ble Minister l)e pleased to state whether any initiative wa* 
taken by this Government in those arrests as is indic4ited in the answer 
(a) (tv), namely, that the United Provinces Government with the pre- 
vious consent of this Government arrested these young men ; and if so 
who were responsible for taking the initiative P 

TN Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I find from the notice, 
dated the 8th July, 1941, that the Bengal Government was not re§- 
. ponaible. 
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Or. NfLIIIAKiHA lANYALs Bmt it is stated here that the 
United FroriaceM Ooremment arrested these young men with the pre- 
vious consent of this Government, 

The Hon^bfe Mr. A. K. MZLUL HUQ: But this Government did 
not take any initiative. Prafulla and Deb Kumar were extemed from 
Calcutta and the industrial areas by an order, dated the 6th July, 
1940. 

They then moved to Bihar where they made themselves objectionable 
owing to communist propaganda amongst the Sonthals in the Sonthal 
Parganas. The Bihar Government moved the Government of India 
for their internment in this province and with our consent orders were 
issued on 13th March, 1941, by the Central Government directing their 
internment in Bengal subject to existing orders and to certain further 
restrictions. They apjjeared to have evaded the service of these orders 
in Bihar and they were arrested in the United Provinces under Defence 
of India Rule 129 and with our consent were transferred to Bengal 
where orders similar to those issued by the Central Government were 
served upon them by the Bengal Government. Those orders were 
dated 22ud April, 1941. They previously applied to be allowed to 
return to Calcutta in order that Deb Kumar might visit his ailing 
mother-in-law who however was reported to be in no immediate danger 
of death; and against the further plea that they should be allowed 
to earn their living in Calcutta, the Commissioner of Police reported 
that the presence of both these men in Calcutta was not desirable in 
view of their bad records. No ground is put forward which can be 
conclusive in favour of relaxing the order of extemment. This is 
dated 8th July, 1941. 

Prafulla and Deb Kumar were joint publishers of “Agranee” and 
joint owners of a publishing business called the “Book Club”; their 
in(u)me is not ascertainable as they kept no accounts; it was not lively 
to be large. 

Prafulla is a Imchelor with no dependents. Deb Kumar has a wife. 
Neither is prevented from making a living: and in particular there 
is no reason why Deb Kumar should not continue as an agent of the 
Asiatic Insurance Company unless he has been sacked. We have 
already agreed that there is nothing in the orders of Government or 
any statements in the House inconsistent with refusing an allowance 
to Deb Kumar. This is dated 4th August, 1941. 

Or* MALINAK8MA SANYALt With regard to answer (6), namely, 
“I have no information”, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state 
wbetlier any attempt was made by him to find out if the statenient is 
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cprrect that the two joung meh were brought haad>eii^^d from 
Mathura to Calcutta, particularly on that portion of the journey which 
fell within this province? 


The HOfl’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs 1 have not pot specific 
information but I may tell the honourable ineinber that the nllepation 
made may be correct. I have l)een told that the hund-cuffinp of these 
prisoners is covered by the ordinary rules ap{>licable to prisoners. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: In view of the position explained 
in the note of the Hon’hle Minister, will the llon’hlc Minister be 
pleased to state what exactly is the position of these two younp men 
now for it appears that the Government of India has interned them 
in Bengal and the Government of Bengal has externed them out of 
Calcutta and certain parts of Bengal? Where are tht?y likely to stay 
on? It appears that by the order, dated the 8th of May, 1941, without 
j)rejudice to the previous order of bth July, 11140, they were allowed to 
re.side in Bengal without prejudice to the original order which was for 
externment from Calcutta and Bengal. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 agrc»‘ with the honour- 
able raemWr that from the materials at our disposal it is difficult to 
say what the t>osition now actually is. I will look into it and lei him 
know. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the ITon’hle MinisU^r l>e 
pleased to consider the desirability of making an enquiry with reference 
to his ausw’cr (/t) regarding how they are maintaining themselves and 
their families in connection with the enquiry regarding their present 
position ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 will l>e grateful if the 
honourable member will put a fresh question indicating the points on 
which information is wanted and I promise that I will give it as early 
as possible. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AHYAU Will the Hon'ble Minister please 
state if he has seen the file where there are at least one dozen applica- 
tions from these two gentlemen during the time when Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin was the Home Minister and will the Hon^hle Minister be 
pleased to state if the rejection referred to in (ff) and (j) refers to the 
period when Sir Nazimuddin was the itoroe Minister? 
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Th$ HotMi Ml’. A. K. FAZLUL HUQl The dates will show, but 
I am prepared to take the responsibility for any orders passed by my 
predecessor. At the same time, I would like to have definite points on 
which information is wanted and I promise to give the information as 
soon as possible. The honourable member will kindly remind me next 
week. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to stiite if, in view of the nautre of the allegation being that 
they were suspected for encouraging Communist activities amongst the 
Santals, (ioverniiient would consider the desirability of revising their 
entire order having regard to the new alliance l>etween the ABCD 
powers under which the Communists are definitely helping the Allies 
in their war effort? 

The Hon>bl« Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is more than I can 
say. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hou^de Minister please 
state the j)olicy? 

Tha Hon’bte Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: We have not framed any 
policy regarding Communist or Axis jwwers. That is too much for 
Bengal. 


Alleged prevention of certain persons from addressing a meeting at 
Natore by the Subdivisional Offloer. 

*131. Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN (Dacca): (a) h the Hon’ble 
Minister in chargt? of the Home Department aware that Mauiana 
Md. Akram Khan, m.l.c., and Mr. A Wasetiue, were not allowed to 
speak in a Muslim I^eague meeting held at Chackkoir in the subdivision 
of Natore, by the Subdivisional Officer of Natore? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons for such an order? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) This is not a fact. 

(b) Does not arise. • 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWADY: Will the Hon’ble Minister please tell 
us who is the officer from whom he has obtained the information which 
permits him to make a categorical statement that the allegation made in 
the statement is not coreert? 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: How can he say thntP 

The Hon'Ma Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So far aa the information 
is concerned, I will be able to give the informatioh^ in detail when I 
receive it, but I am not prepared to mention who the officer is. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that in 
the application for permission that was made to the Subdivisional 
Officer of Natore, the names of Maulana Md. Akram Khan and 
Mr. Waseque appeared among those who the organisers of the meeting 
desired should address the meeting? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The facts are these. These 
gentlemen were never restrained. Maulana Md. Akram Khan, m.l.c., 
was unwell at Natore. He did not go to Chanchkoir. The facts have 
been distorted. The organisers of the meeting did not include the 
name of Mr. A. Waseque or Maulana Md. Akram Khan, m.l.c., as 
probable speakers. Therefore the Subdivisional Officer could not 
include their names in the written permission. It is not a fact that 
these gentlemen were not allowed to sjieak at Chanchkoir. They were 
allowed to speak at Natore. There was no objection to allow them to 
speak at Chanchkidr. Their names would have been included in the 
list of speakers in the written permission if their names had been 
mentioned in the application by organisers as required by the orders 
of the District Magistrate isbued under rule oG of the Defence of 
India Rules. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Will the Hon’ble Minister please tell 
us what is the remedy of this House or of anyone when an officer makes 
a deliberately false statement of that nature? I desire to state here 
that in the application I definitely saw that the names of Maulana 
Akram Khan and Mr. Waseque were included in the list. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: What is your question? You cannot 
have the name of the officer concerned. 

The Hofi’hle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, 1 am prepared to 
answer. It appears that there is hardly any remedy against false 
statements, exaggerations and such other things. We have been sub- 
jected to false statements made in ignorance during the last 4 months 
and we have had no remedy. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the application that was sub- 
mitted to the District Magistrate for seeking permission about the 
meeting? 
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Th^ Hon^Me Mr. A. fC. FAILUL I mil nsfc for » copy of 
the application and if I get it, I will place it on the table ; I have not 
got it in my pocket. 

Mfi H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: In order to enable us to ask supple- 
mentary questions after a copy of the application has been placed on 
the library table, will the Hon’ble Minister please allow this question 
to l)e held over? 

The Hon'bie Mr. A. K. FAZI.UL HUQ: All right, Sir, I concede 
to the question being held over. In that case I would like to know all 
the points on which information is wanted. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: We are very grateful to the Hon’ble 
Minister. 

Granting of family alloaranoes to certain saourity piisonara. 

M32. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAdUMDAR: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state . 
whether the Government have received petitions from security prisoners 
Babus Ananta Kumar De, Jamini Mohan Pal and Birendra Chandra 
Chatter jee for the grant of family allowances? 

(6) If so, what action has been taken on those petitions? 

(r) Is the Hou’ble Minister aware — 

(t) that every one of them was the sole earning member of their 
families earning not less than Rs.lOO each ; 

(it) that they were granted family allowances at the rate of R8.45, 
Rs.tJO and 118.56, respectively, per month during the period 
of their detention in 1930-38? 

(ni) that their family circumstances have in no way changed for 
the better since their last detention ; and 
(iv) that owing to their arrests and detention their family members 
have l)een reduced to serious and critical financial straits? 

(f/) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of granting them family allowances? 

rut Mn A. K. FAZtUt HUQ: (a) Tes. 

(b) Babu Ananta Kumar De has been granted a family allowance of 
Rs.25 per month. No family allowance is considered necessary for 
Babu Jamini Mohan Pal as on fresh enquiry it transpires that his 
present detention has not affected the pecuniary circumstaniees of his 
family. The case of Mr. Chatterjee is under review. 
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(c) (i) I understand that Mr. Chatterjee waa earning no^ less than 
Rs.lOO. Messrs. De and Pal were apparently the only earning members 
of their families but their earnings were almost certainly considerably 
less than stated. 

(ii) Yes. 

(ni), (iv) and (d) I have no details of their family circumstances 
when they were under detention before 1938, but I refer the honourable 
meml)er to my reply to question (/>). 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERilEE: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
please explain, if Bahu Jamiui Mohan Pal is the only earning member 
of his family, then how his detention does not affect the pecuniary 
circumstances of his family? 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say whether he 
is the only earning member of bis family. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, that has been men- 
tioned in the answer. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It means perhaps, reading 
the language, that although the income may have fallen, it is suffi- 
cient for the family to curry on. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE! Will the Hon'ble Minister 
please enquire into the matter? 

The Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN; With reference to answer (r) (») 
where it is stated that the earnings of Messrs. J)e and Pal were almost 
certainly considerably less than stated, will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to modify the statement if 1 tell him that to ray knowledge 
Mr. Ananta Kumar l)e was earning Ijetween Rs. 3f)0 and Rs. 400 per 
month at the time of his arrest as Sales Agent of the Cotton Mill at 
Dacca? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have no materials with 
me to contradict the honourable member. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: In the case of Mr. Chatterjee the 
considerptiou is going on from the time of Eii Nacimuddin. Will the 
Hon'ble Mini.ster be pleased to state when this consideration will be 
finished? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: We will take it up 
immediately. ‘ 
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* Proomiofi with music before moeques. 

•m Mr, ABDULLA.AL-MAHMOOD: (a) Will the Hoa ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
the Government have come to any decision over the question of pro- 
cessions passing before mosques with music, specially with reference 
to the processions over which dispute was going on in Dinajpur and 
Budge Budge? 

(b) Do the Government contemplate any change in the existing 
procedure regarding music passing before mosques? 

(c) If the answer to (/>) is in the affinnative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability of 
giving an opportunity to this Assembly of discussifig the question of 
music before mosques? 


The Hon'ble Mr. At K. FAZLUL HUQ; {a) Not yet; special efforts 
were made by the District Magistrate in Dinajpur to reach an amicable 
settlement in respect of the Durga and Kali Pqja images in connection 
with the Saraswuti Puja celebrations earlier this year, but unfortunately 
without success. 

(b) Government have undertaken to consider this whole question, 
but my colleagues and I feel very strongly that any consideration of 
the general question will be greatly facilitated if existing disputes are 
amicably settled without prejudice to a definitive settlement later. 

(c) I should certainly not stand in the way of a diw’ussion of this 
matter if such is desired by the House. 


Srijut NAREHDRA NATH DAS GUPTA; Will the Hon'ble 
Minister please enlighten this House as to what is the reason, what is 
the necessity for an amicable settlement when the Hindus were only 
practising their legal and customary rights of leading their processions? 

The Hoffi’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That was the point in 
dispute in Dinajpur: I cannot say. 

Babtt PREMHARI BARMA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether, if there be no amicable settlement, Government pro- 
pose to do anything in the matter to help the Hindus? 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; That is a hypothetical question. 
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Toddy shofM In Barraokporo Oirola. 

•134. Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Forest and Excise Department he pleased to state — 

(а) the number of existing fari shops in the Barrackpore Circle 

of district 24-rargana8; and 

(б) the annual rate at which each such shop of that circle has 

been settled in the years (1) 1940-41 and (2) 1941-42? 

MIHI8TER in charge of the FOREST AND EXCISE DEPART. 
MENT (the Hon’blo Mr. Upendra Nath Barman); (a) 9. 

(h) A statement showing the annual rates and total annual receipta 
from each of these shops during the year 1940-41 is laid on the Table. 

The revenue fron\^lan shops consists of two parts, namely, (1) licence 
fee and (2) tree tax. The tree tax is variable. The period for which 
tari licences are granted runs from October of one calendar year to 
September of the next. So the total rates and receipts for the year 
1941-42 cannot be ascertained until after September, 1942. 


Statement referred to in reply to clause (b) of the. starred question No 134. 


Nemo of 
shop. 

Monthly 

fee. 

Minimum 

tree 

tax. 

Total 

monthly 

demand. 

Amount 
of the 
monthly 

1 icon CO 

realiHOil. 

Amount 
of total 
annual 
trmi tax 
rcaliHod. 

Total 
revenue 
of the 
shop. 


Rs. 

Rh. 

Kh 

Kh. 

Hh. 

Its. 

<1) Xayabasti 

100 

100 

2or» 

1,200 

1,2)0 

2,410 

<2) Chandan- 

260 

125 

376 

3,<HN> 

i,r><K» 

4,600 

pukur. 







<3) X|Jpukur . . 

326 

160 

476 

3,9(K> 

1.042 

6,842 

<4) Tittaghur 

420 . 

200 

620 

6,040 


7,440 

<5) Khardah . . 

375 

200 

675 

4,60i) 

2,403 

6,903 

•(6) Sukchar Ist 
licensee.* 

. 75 

30 

105 

225 

167-1 

120 

346 

167-1 

i%A) Sukchar 

61 

30 

81 

424-7 


724-7 

2nd 

boensee.l 







<7) Panihati . . 

76 

6C. 

126 

900 

610 

1,610 

<8) Kamarhati 

250 

150 

.400 

3,000 

1,800 

4,800 

<9) Belghoria 

100 

70 

170 

1,200 

961 

2,151 


* Itt lioenaee from 1st October, 1940, to 21st Janiuury. 1941, at IU.75 p«r mensem. 
IU.167-1 realised duriiiy the faW ye«r of 194]'42. 

t Slid licensee from 22nd Janusry, 1941, to 30tb September, 1941, ai ,Bi. SI per 
iMoaem. > 
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Raj Sahib ANUKUi. OMAIiOilA DASi Will tbe Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether theije licence fees ^nd tree tax are fixed by 
this department? 

The Hon’bla Mr, UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Tes: both licence 
fees and tree tax are fixed by this department. 

Rai Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to atate why there is this variation in tree tax ? 

The Hon’Ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN : The tree tax is fixed 

upon each tree. So if the number of trees increases, the tax also 
increases accordingly. 

Rai Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if it is a fact that although these taxes and licence 
fees are not realised through the shopkeepers, still the shops are being 
given to the defaulting shopkeepers? 

The Hon*ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN; In the year 194142 
entirely»iiew sets of vendors have been appointed. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITIi Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there is any communal ratio in the distribution of 
vendors P 

The HofPble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN; Not in the case of 
toddy shops. ^ 


Reoruitment of a Musiim Aeeiatant Exaoutiva Engineer In Qommunion- 
Uont Md Works Department. 

•135. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: (a) WfH the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleaaed 
to state — ^ 

(i) the present number of — 

(1) Executive Engineers, and 

(JJ) Assistant Executive Engineers, in the Public Wpiks 
Department; and ^ 

(it) the number of them that are Muslims f 

#(6) Is the Hoii'ble Minister considering the desirability of recruiting 
directly an Assistant Executive Engineer from thi Muslima in this 
departm#at? 
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IIINI8TER in ohwge of tho GOMMUNICATIONt Wd WORKS 
department (the Hon'blo Mr. ShoimiHliNn Ahma(|>> (a) Jt «tate- 

ment is laid on the Table. 


(h) Yes, the question of recruiting another Muslim Assistant 
Executive Engineer in the Bengal Senior Service of Engineers in the 
Irrigation Branch is under consideration of Government. Recruitment 
tp the Indian Service of Engineers has been stopped. Direct recruit- 
ment of Asiatics to the posts of Assistant Executive Engineer in the 
Bengal Senior Service of Engineers in the Communications and Build- 
ings Branch of the Communications and Works Department is not 
permissible under the existing rules. 


Statement referred to in reply to dame (a) of the iiarred qnettion 

No,J35. 


Posts iif thb Communications and Buildinos Beaitcb of th» 
Dkfartmsnt of Communications and Woxks. 



Indiftc 

^hrvieeoi 

Engineers. 

i jBengal Senior 
! < Se^ioa of 
Engineers. 

UneotHeal. 

Total. 

(o) (t) (i) Esasuiive 
Engmeera 

4 (3 are oiBciet- 
ing a« Superin- 
'' tending £n- 
^ gineer and 1 te 
' on Mibtary 

Servwe). 

13 (2 are perma- 

nent afid 11 are 
ofliriaiing). The 
eervicoM of one 
permanent Execu- 
tive Engineer are 
placed at the din- 
poiial of the Homo 
XJepartnieiil in 
connection with 
theA.B. P. work*. 

S <3 pfffiii»» 

neni and 

one oflioiat- 
ing). 

20 

(2) Arbu^i 
E jBiOMAive 
Engineer. 

Iftl 

1 (officiating a« 
Executive Engi- 
neer). 

No post 



Nil 

' NU ' . . i 

NU "" .. i 

• 

AwwUnt 
Execute j 
Engmeer. 

m 

NU ^ .... 

m 

^ 

■ 
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AsTS IK THS IWGATIOK BbAKCH OF THE DePA&TH^ QF CoKy^ITl^GA- 

TICKS AKO Works. 


1 


POft«. 

Indian 
Service of 
Engineers. 

Bengal 
Senior 
Service of 
Engineers, 

Total. 

(a) (i) (1) Executive Engineers 

10 

1 

'r 

11 V 

(2) Assistenff Executive Engineers 

Nil 

7 

7 

(it) Executive Engineer 

Nil 

Nil 

NU 

Assistant Executive Engineers 

Nil 

3 

3 

n 





Dr, NAUNAKSHA 8ANYAL: With reference to the scandalous 
reply of discriminating treatment contained in the last part of answer 
(6) that there still permitted a '{n*os8ly unfair and discriminating 
treatment against the Asiatics including the Indians in the province of 
Bengal, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps the 
present Government have taken to see that such discrimination is 
brought to an end forthwith? 


TIm Mr. SHAMSUDDiN AHMEDs The honourable mem- 

her knovfs what steps are being taken. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; No, no: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the present Ministry of B^gal have taken 
any steps to see that the original claims of tie Bengalis and Indians 
are recognised by the Government and g^ven effect ,to forthwith? 

A 

The Hon’Mo Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: If the honoOrable 

member and the House will help us, we wil^ certainly do it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. My qu^tion it what steps have 
been taken. Am I right in presuming then that no steps be^ 
taken by the present Gq>’ernment so far? 

.A 

TIm lion'Oto Mr. A. IC FAZLUL HUQ: The steps are being taltsii 
jl}owly. 


NALINAKIHA 8ANYA(,: Let us understand, Sir, if you haye 
taken any steps or not. 
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Jlie Honlild Mr. 8HAM8UDOIN AHMED S Up till now no dirfct 
steps inTc been tiken, but the (Government do prop<^ to tak» step® in 
the matter if it is within their power under the rules. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALr Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state under whose authority these rules have been framed? 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I ask for notice. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon Mfe Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fart that as a result of this unfair discrimiua> 
tion against Indians in general and Bengalees in particular, it is very 
difficult for an efficient Bengalee officer to become the Chief Engineer 
in the Buildings Branch and even if he becomes so at the end of his 
career, it is difficult for him to continue^or a long time? 

Tha Hon’bie Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMEDs There are many diffi* 

culties that I know of and you know of. 

Dr. HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 

plea^d to state when he proposes to come to this House with a specific 
proposal demanding removal of such discriminating treatment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8U0DIN AHMED: When the time comes. 
1 cannot tell you when. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the Government of Bengal considers the desirability 
of demanding of the a:||thorities outside Bengal immediate suspension 
of these rules to enable a united and co-oi>erative effort in the matter 
of war, so 4hat there may not be any feeling of discrimination against 
the Bengalees and Indians? 

The HOfl’blo Mr. 8HAM8UDD1N AHMEDi CerUinly. These 
things will be considered. No efforts will be spared. 

4 

MK iriRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: With reference to the statement that 
is laid on the table, will the Hoa’ble Minister be pleased to state the 
re^n why out of 20 Executive Engineers muptioned thej;e, therein not 
a kingle Muhammadan? 

JkB mn’Me Mr. 8HAM8UDDfN AHMEDM cannot say 
powiteaiM was no suitable Muham|»adan candidiiie aud that M Why 

appa^iiN^nt eould be given, 



QlFBSfIOK&; 


IM 


[llTH ICAUi^' 


* Ritirfmiirt eHivvMiiiiNiit Mnitiitt aftar a yaan of aarwio% " 

% 

*138L Dfa MNAULLAHs (a) Will tlie Hoii»bI« Minister in charge 
of the Finenjoe Department be pleased to stata whether the QpTernment 
have accepted the proposal of compulsory retirement of Goyenunent 
servanis after 26 years of service or at the age of 66 years whichever 
is earlier? ^ ^ ^ iri I 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, when will it be given 
effect toP 

(o) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 


MIHISTER in eharge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tM 
Hon’bla Dr. Symnipraiail MnoNrlie): (a) and (c) It has Been decided 
not to make any change in the rules governing superannuation of 
Oovemment servants during the war. 

(6) Does not arise. 


Rat Mlib ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: Has the principle of com* 
pulsory retirement been accepted by Government? * ** 

The Hon’M# Dr. 8YAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEh No. 

' , . - 1 . i 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS When was this decision arrived 
at by' Government? ^ 

Tha Hon’bla Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: During the last 
month, I believe. 1 don't remember the date. - 


Naur Oofiitittianoiaa for daaaora Diatriot Board Elaotion. 

M37. Mtuivi SERAilUL ISLAM: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Loca} Self^vemment Department be pleased to state 
iThether the delimitation of new constituencies for the purpose of dtreM 
election to the District Board of Jessore, since^he abolition of the local 
boards of that district, has been completed^ : if / 

(6) If the answer to ^a) is in the^ffirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister ha p^Med to stale whether it has been approved by Govern- 
ment? 

^ ' (c) If the answer id (ll) v in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to etate— 

the present aUgaof the eaid delimitation work; 

(u) when the matter is lifiriy t<ft)e completed ; 
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(ttt) tbe total number of seats in the delimited constituencies; 

(iv) the number of them that are to be filled by election; and 

(u) the number, if any, to be res^^ved for the minority community ? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh 
Kumar Basu): (r/) No. 

(h) Does not arise, 

(c) (i) The projx)saI for the delimitution of coiislituencies is at 
present under the cousideration of the District Board of Jessore. 

(li) As soou as possible after the receipt of the pr()j>osul by Govern- 
ment. 

(in) to (v) The information is not available at present. 


Diatrict Board Election, Mymensingh. 

M38. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: (a) Will the Hon ble Minister 
in churjfe af tlie Bublic Health and laM'ul Selt-tiovernincnt Department 
be pleased to .stale "hether the delimitation of seats in (H)nueetion with 
the election of the District Boanl of Myinensinph has been completed!' 

(h) If the aiisuer tp (/i i is in the attirnial ive, will tJie llon’ble 
Minister Ije pleased to lay (mi the Table a statement showing' the 
constituencies and the nuni})er of .seats allotted to each ^ 

(c) If the answer to ia) is in the in‘gative. will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state when it is expected to be doneP 

{(1) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when the ele(;tion 
ie likely to be held ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) The proposal for the delimitation of cf>iistituencies, w'ith the 

views of the Di.strict Board thereon, i.s being awaitwi from the f'orn- 
missioner of the Dacca Division. Governmeift orders will be published 
as early as po.ssible after the proposal is received. ^ ^ 

(d) The election to the District Board will be held after the 
oonstituendes are delimited by Government ' 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDOIN AHUEDt Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the GavernnMnt ie aware that the prelimi- 
naries for holding the election are in progreesf 
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Th« Hon’bla Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: It is a matter for the 
District 13oar(l. I am not aware of it. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he i.s aware that the preliminaries are in 
progress by order of Government 't 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Yes, I am aware that 

delimitation has been made and this answer has become out of date. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Government think it desirable to 
postpone the election till the present critical situation in Bengal is 
•ver P 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: If there is a critical 
situation in Mymensingh, Government will consider it. Tlie inter- 
national situation will have nothing to do with the election. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government think it desirable to postpone 
the election in Mymensingh on grounds for which the District Board 
election of Noakhali has been postponed? 

Tho Hon'bla Mr. SAT08H KUMAR BA8U: Yes. if those grounds 
apply to Mymensingh. 

Treatment of an insane seourity prisoner. 

MSS. Mr. ilNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (n) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Homo Department be pleased to 
state — 

(t) whether security prisoner Babu Dhirendra Chandra Ghosh of 
the Hijli Special Jail has devel()i>ed signs of mental 
disorder; and 

(tt) whether on the recommendations of the Medical Officer of the 
Hijli Special Jail and the Civil Surgeon of Midnapore. he has 
been transferred to the Presidency Jail, Calcutta, for proper 
medical treatment P 

(6) If the answer to (# 1 ) is in the affinuative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what arrangements have been made for his 
proper treatment at the Presidency Jail? 

(c) Is the Hon'ble Minister considering the desirability of permitting 
him to live in his home amongst his relations ? 
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The Hoii’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c) He has since been removed to Ihe Indian Mental 
Hospital, Ranchi. 

The answer to tlii.s question was draftetl after the resij»’iiation of the 
last Ministry and before the present Ministry came into office. 1 have 
ascertained facts since therj. The\ are a.s follows: Security prisoner 
Rabu Dhirendra Nath tiho.sh (not Dhirendra ('handru (ihosh as stated 
in the (question) showed si^ns of insanity since the duN of his admission 
to the Hijli Special Jail on loth November 1940. He was transferred to 
ihe Presidency Jail under Government order No. ITdOll.J., dated 4lh 
March, IfGl, to be kept under medical of)servation. Subsetjtiently on 
tlie recommendation of the Superintendent, Presithmcy Jail, he wsts 
transferred to the Indian Mental Hospital, Ranchi, under Government 
order No. ^DdoH.J., dated 2lHt November, 1941. 

The question of permittinp^ him to live in his home iinder the control 
of his brother was considered but dropped on the objection of the 
Deputy Inspector-General, Intelli^ifence Rranch. who considered it 
undesirable to let him free. If appears from the Commissioner of 
Police’s letter dated 29th November, 1941, that the Government order 
No. 39.3oH.J.. dated 21st November, 1941, directinj^ the transfer of the 
prisoner to the Indian Mental Hospital, Hanchi, was made over tr) the 
Superintendent, Presidency Jail, on 2oth November, 1941 Presumably 
the j)risoner has been transferred to the Indian Mental Hospital by this 
time. 

Co-operation of various non-offfeiai organisations with A.R.P. for Civil 
Defenoe duties. 

M39A. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: (o) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Civil Defence Department be pletised to state 
what do the Government propose regarding the enlistment of the 
co-operation of non-official independent volunteer organisations like the 
Congress Volunteer ('oq)s, the Ramkrishna Mission, the Hharat 
Sevasram Sangha, the Rengal Provincial Students’ Federation and (he 
Bengal Provincial Muslim I^eague in the j^erfonnance of various Civil 
Defence duties? 

(h) Are the Goveniment considering the desirability of permitting 
such organisations to take up ameliorative and humanitarian duties like 
maintenance of First Aid and other relief centres without merging their 
identity into the A.R.P. or C’ivic Guards Services organised so far? 


MINISTER in charge cf the CIVIL DEFENCE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’hie Mr. 8antoth Kumar Basil): (n) Govemmeni is eonvernmg 
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a Conference of representatives of non-official opinion where the matter 
will be considered. I may add that the conference has been held. 

(h) Yes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether answer {a) refers to the conference held on 
Saturday, the 7th instant? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Yes. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased lo shite whether in that conference the questions covered by 
question (a) were discussed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: It was originally 
intended that this conference would discuss questions raised in question 
(a). That idea was given up at the suggestion of a very high authority 
in the political field. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state in tl)at view what modification he desires in the answer? 
The answer evidently was drafted beforehand and what is to-day’s 
answer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: That Committee may 
extend its scope of operations if that is agreed ui)on. If not, as .soon 
fls ofl’ers of as.sistance are received from the bodies and organi.sations 
mentioned in ijuestion (a), the\ will certainly be considered with the 
greatest amount of sympathy. 

Dr. NALtNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if at the conference mentioned he outlined the general 
policy of Government by stating that the need of a unified control 
cannot be over-estimated in these directions and that parallel organisa- 
tions doing similar work are sources of dajiger and comsequently there 
would be difficulty in Government coming to a decision in permitting 
other organisations than the A.R P. services to manage various 
humanitarian and ameliorative work? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I don’t think that the 
honourable member is at all correct in summarising what I have stated 
and it seems that the error is still persisting in his mind. What I said 
was that unified control over the actual A.R.P. work was essentia] and 
I did not at all refer to other organisations carrying on humanitarian 
and ameliorative work outside the actual A.R.P. work. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Mmister b* 
pleased to state if yarioos civil defence duties referred to in the question 
other than what the Hon’ble Minister calls as actual A.B.P. duties were 
the subject-matter of discussion in the conference? 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Probably they were. 
Various speakers took part in tlie conference and they mentioned matters 
which they considered necessary. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Was there any decision in rejyard 
to any other matter than what the Hoirhle Minister terms us actual 
A.R.P. work? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Actually none. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state what are the actual A.K.P. duties contemplated? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I am not in a position 
to enunciate tliat within the short compas.s of an aswer to a 
supplementary question. 

Brijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon’hle 

Minister also accept the oiler of co-operation from the Hindu Mahusahha 
which my honourable friend does not like ]>resumably when he put the 
question ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: It is certainly 
W'elcome. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the 11 on’hle MiniHt(‘r be 
pleased to state if he is aware that (pie.stioii .specificall.v mentioning the 
Hindu Mahasahha were also directed and mention was madf* in the 
conference hut the deci.sion refer** onl> to such f)rj.rani.sat ions that have 
80 far actively come forward with their voluntary organisations doing 
the work? 

The Hon’blO Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I am not in a position 
to apportion credit or blame as between different organisations. So far 
as these organisations are concerned, I shall welcome assistance and 
help from 4II of them if offered in a bf>na fide manner. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’blen Minister be 
pleased to state whether the actual A.U.P. duties include such duties 
as burial of the dead, removal of the injured, succour to those rendered 
homeless, maintenance of refugee centres and first-aid centres? 
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The Hon’bie Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8Us With regard to first- 
aid centres, I think that the A.K.P. work includes that in the casualty 
clearing area. As regards the other types of work, it does not include. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: E veil the removal of dead bodies? 

(No answer.} 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to slate if we understand him rightly from his answer that 
whereas lie welcomes the humanitarian work of non-official organisa- 
tions, llicir assistance and help, he is not prepared to co-oj)erate with 
them : nor does he seek their co-operation? 


The Hon'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I did not say that, 
but if there is any niisappreliension on the part of m\ honourable friend 
on that score I will try to remove that misa})])rehension. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to slate if it was intended when he replied jireviously about the 
actual A.R.P. duties that sindi duties involve work during a raid and 
immediately after a raid? 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: I am not in a position 
to bring it within (he formula of (he nature sugg(‘s(ed by mv honourable 
friend. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Pay and proepeots of inferior Government servants. 

8S. KAZI EMDADUL HAQUE: (n) With reference to the reply 
given tt) unstarred (piestion No. 28 of the 4tb August last, will the 
Hon’hle Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to 
state whether the Government has as yet come to any final decision in 
the matter? 

(b) If so, ^^nt are their decisions? 

(<■) If the answer to clause (a) al>ove l>e in the negative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state when the Government expect to 
reach a final settlement in this direction P 
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Tlie Hon’We Dr. SYAMAPRAMO MOOKERJ€C: (a) N{. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(c) Government feel that the present disturbed times are not appro- 
priate times in which to consider the revision of the pay scales of 
menials. 

Ban on Muslim League meeting at Daudkandi, Tippera. 

86. Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI: (rr) Is the Hoirble Minister in 
charge of the Home Dejiartment aware that permission to liold a Muslim 
I>eague Meeting at Daudkandi, Tip})era, on the 19th January, Jtl42, was 
refused ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the rea.sons thereb)r? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; (a) Yes. 

(b) The Magistrate withheld j>ermi8sion till some subsequent date 
as he considered that disturbances would <>c(‘ur if the ineetiug wore 
held on the 19th January. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hondde Minister be 
pleased to state when the permi.s.sion given for bidding tin' meeting was 
V ithdrawn ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It ajipeurs that in connec- 
tion with the visit of some Hon’lde Ministers permission was sought for 
holding a meeting on the 21st January, but subsequently permission 
was sought for holding a meeting on the Itith but the District Magis- 
trate thought that that might ircate trouble, and so he withheld the 
perm i.ss ion for the 19th. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Does the Hon’ble Minister mean to 
flay that the District Magi.strate refused permission for the meeting on 
the 19th lest it interfered with or lest it caii.sed some .sort of diminution 
in the attendance of the audience waiting for the Ministers on tlie 21st 
January ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state if on account of the fart that the Ministers were expected to 
arrive at Daudkandi on the 21st January, permission was refused to the 
Muslim Leairue for holdinsr a meeting on the 19th January? 
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TIN NM'iil* Mr. A. K. FAZkUL HV«I A$ I have already gtated, 

permiflfliba was asked for holdiog a meeting on the 2l6t January and 
that permisaioD was given. But subsequently permission was asked 
for holding a meeting on the 19th, and that was refused, but permission 
for that meeting was proTisionally sanctioned on condition that it would 
come at a later date. 

Khan Rahadur MOHAMMED Ath Will the Hon Me Mmister be 
pleased to state what was the exact nature of the trouble that was 
apprehended by the District Magistrate on the 19th and why was the 
pennission that was granted for the meeting of the 2l8t refused for the 
meeting of the 19thP 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The honourable member 
himself knows what sort of trouble they were creating in East Bengal. 

Mr. RAMIZUDDIN AHMED: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
the convening of the meeting for the 19th was done at the instigation of 
persons from outside the district of Tippera although the people of 
Daudkandi did not want it? 

(No reply.) 

Defalcations in C<M>porative Societies in Chittagong. 

67. Mauivi MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM; {n) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the (Voperative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department l>e pleased to state the names of the (\>-operative Societies 
in the district of Chittagong where defalcations were detected in course 
of last seven years? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how many criminal 
cases were started in this connection and with what result? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi 

Hashem Ali Khan); (o) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(b) Six. Four failed, one settled amicably and one is pending. 


Statement referred to in reply to clause (a) of unstarred queition 
No. 67. 

1. Cox's Basar Frban Co-operative Bank, Limited. 

2. Cox's Basar Union Urban Bank, Limited. 

8. Noapara-Quxra Urban Oo-<^ratiye Bank, Limited. 
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4. Daboa Co-operative Bank, Limited. 

5. Zorairargranj Urban Co-operative Bank, limited. 

6. Dkarla-Kanungoepara Urban Co-operative Bank. 

7. Purba Sakpura Joutha Bank. 

8. Anwara Joutba Bank. 

9. Azimpur Banskhali Joutha Bank. 

10. Mohamuni Co-operative Bank, Limited. 

11. Patiya Urban Co-operative Bank, Limited. 

12. Chittagong Baidya Brahmin Co-operative Bank, Limited. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state why (»ut of the twelve cases of defalcation detected 
procedings were taken against six only and why is it that even out of 
that six, four cases had failed? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: 

As a matter of fact 12 cases were det(*eted. but as a result of departmental 
enquiries six cases onl\ were instituted be(‘ause there was not suflioient 
evidence against the other six. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble .Minister be 
pleased to state if any departmental enquiry was made with regard to 
each ami ever\ one of these detalcations and, if so, what is the result 
of that departmental eiKiUiry in regard to the allocution of responsibility 
with reference to such defalcations? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: 

Certainly departmental enquiry was made before any action was taken 
against any indivirlual member, and where it was found that then* wa» 
sufficient evidence cases were instituted. So iar us the other caseH are 
concerned, onI> departmental aetion was taken. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the lloiri.le Mininter be 
[ilea.sed to state wliat was the result of the departmental enquiry in 
regard to Cox’s Bazar Union Urban Bank? 

Tho Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: I want 

notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if be knows anything about any one of these twelve 
cases specifically in which departmental enquiry was made and can he 
enlighten us about the result of departmental enquiry into any one of 

these caseeP 
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The Han^ble Khan Bahadur MauM HASHBM ALI KHAM: I want 
notice. 

Mr. 8y6d ABDUL MAJID: Will the HoD*ble Minister be pleased 
to stale the iiaineH of the particular societies in respect of which 
criminal action was taken out of the twelve? 

The Hon’bte Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: I can- 
mot say offhand. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he hud seen the file before lie came to answer this 
question ? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8y6d ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon ble Minist(‘r be jileased 
io atate if he is prepared to direct a departmental enquiry to be made 
in each of the four cases which have failed? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: As for 

these four cases, I am sorry to brin^ to the notice of the House that as 
ft matter of fact the accused jieisons were the directors and infliiential 
members of some of these banks, and the witnesses who were under 
iheir influence could not be induced to give evidence in these cases. So 
the cases automatically failed, because without the co-operation of the 
villugius and their honesty and integrity it is imjiossible for the depart- 
mental otlicers to bring such cases to a succes.sful termination 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to accept this (juestion as h<*ld over in view of his unprepared- 
nesa, as he has himself admitted? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: I have 
no objection. 

(Acconlingly the question was held over.) 


Point of Order. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker. Sir, may I 
know what arrangements have been made with reganl to the Ifeputy 
Speaker’s position? With regard to both the questions that I raised 
on a point of order as to the administrative arrangements of the office of 
the As.sembly Department and also that of remuneration and responsi- 
bility of the Deputy Speaker, will you kindly let me know what 
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arrangements are heing made? May I also submit in this connection 
that under the Government of India Act there is nothing to prevent the 
Speaker to hold a remunerative office outside India and at the same 
time continue to be the Speaker of the Assembly? 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I submit that that question need not 
be taken uj) now. It ma> be taken !i]> later on. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I agree with Sir Nazimuddin that it i.s 
now j)remature to come to a decision on this (juestion. As a matter of 
fact, I do not know yet as to wlnit is a(‘tually the position. First of 
all. a reference will Inive to be made to the Hon’ble S}>eaker who is still 
in Calcutta and then a reference will also hav(‘ to be made to the Consti- 
tution and Flections llrancli of the Home Department. I will consider 
this matter as soon as jnissibh* and consult both the TIon’bh* Speaker 
and the Ilon’ble the Chief Minister and then after ascertaining the 
actual facts I will give my decision. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will it be po.ssiblo to give it 
to-morrow ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I uill try to give my ilecision to-morrow 
or the da\ after. 1 am getting into touch with tlie Hon'ljle Speaker, 
the Hon’ble ('liief Minister and the Constitution and Flections Depart- 
ment and I will give my decision as earl\ as possible. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Ih fore Mr Speaker leaves 
Calcutta ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes. 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

10— Forest. 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Sir, on the 
recominendatiijn of His F.vcellency the (iovernor 1 beg to move that a 
fcum of Rs. 14,blbtK)0 be granted tor exjxuiditure under the head 
“10 — Forest’’. 

In moving for the grant it ma\ not be out of place to attempt a brief 
outline of the geneial jiolicy followed by Government in the administra- 
tion of State fore*‘t*i. Rroadlv •speaking the policy of Goveninieiit is to 
conserve all valuable forests in order to maintain local anri provincial 
aupplies of timber and fuel, and to protect the countryside against flood 
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and drought. The sole object with which State forests are administered 
is public heneBt, In some cases the public to be benefited is the whole 
body of tax-payers; in others, the people of the tract within which the 
forest is situated; but in almost all cases the constitution and preserva- 
tion of a forest involve, in greater or less degree, the regulation of rights 
and the restriction of privileges of user in the forest area which may 
have previously been enjoyed by the inhabitants of its immediate 
neighbourhood. This regulation and restriction are justified only 
tv hen the advantage to be gained by the public is great; and the cardinal 
principle observed is that the rights and privileges of individuals must 
be limited, otherwise than for their own benefit, only in such degree as 
is absolutely necessary to secure that advantage. The Indian Forest 
Act provides two distinct procedures for tlie management of forests. 
The procedure under Chapter IV of the Act, whereby forests ar^ 
declared to be protected, is applied where the rights to which the area 
is subject are extensive, and (he forest is to be managed mainly in the 
interests of the local community. The rights are recorded and regulated 
in order to provide for their more beneficial exercise rather than to 
override them in the public interest. (dia])ter II of the Act provides 
the other procedure by which re.served forests are constituted. This 
procediir(‘ is stricter and is applied to forests, the preservation of which 
is essential on climatic or physical grounds or to those which afford a 
supply of valuable timbers for commercial purposes. The pr(>cedure 
under (diapter IT may also be provisional and introductory to reserva- 
tion under ChajJter II. 

Sir, with this observation, I commend my motion to the acceptance 
of the House. 


Mft DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I would like to fix some 
time limit for speeche>. I ho[>e ycni will not take more than 10 
luiuutes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: As mine is the first speech I would 
take lo minutes. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: All right. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I l)eg to move that the demand 
of Hs. 14,()0,tKHl for expenditure under the head “10 — Forest” be 
reduced by Its. 100. My object is to raise a discussion on the general 
policy regarding forests and forest administration and particularly to 
draw attention to the desirability of increasing the facilities for suit- 
able training and employment of Rengalees in the various grades of 
services in the Forest Department, specially in the superior services. 
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Sir, in an atmospliere of complete unreality it is diflScult to speak in 
a comprehensive manner drawing attention to the various e^ils and 
various acts of omission and commission in reference to the administra* 
tion of a particular department of Government. Sir, the importance 
of forests in the economic life of the province is hardly realijsed and it 
is regretted that neither the peojde in general nor the Government of 
Bengal in particular have taken this mutter with as much seriousness 
as it demands. The forests of Bengal are practically the life and soul 
of the province of Bengal. It is on the forests that the question of 
erosion, of flood, of drought very largely depends, in particular in some 
specific districts of the province, and also the valuable commercial 
products that are obtainable from tlie forests are not sufliciently 
explored to the benefit of the province. We have ranges of forests to 
the north, to the east, to the soutli and to the west of the proviiu-e. and 
I submit that it is high time that Government should come forward 
with a definite and co-ordinated policy in regard to conservation and 
regeneration of the torests of the pnivince. 

The Hon’ble Minister has stated in his introductory remarks that 
the policy that the Government follows in the administration of forests 
is “public benefit” It is too vague an enunciation of jiolicy, for from 
the accounts of revenue receipts and expenditure it appears that the 
forests are maintained more for the benefit of the Forest Department 
than for the |uiblic in general. For example, we find that the revenue 
receipts from HidT-dtS tr» l!t42-4d budget have gone up from ‘J1 -o lakhs 
to 20 lakhs, whereas the expenditure has gone u[> from lo*0 lakhs to 
18-7 lakhs. There has been an increase of 4.} lakhs of revenue, but 
corresponding to that tlie administrative department has claimed an 
increase of d lakhs of rupees ami tins lias been done as a ])ermam‘nt 
load on the expenditure side, whereas on the revenue siile the increase 
is due to temj>orar\ accretions due to special onleis tiom the Supply 
Departmnt, and due to general increase of demand for timber ,^d 
higher price.s. Sir, we submit that the time has come when Govern- 
ment should appoint a special committee of expert officers to review 
the whole question and determine the entire }>f»licy with regard to 
forests in the Darjeeling district, in Chittagong and in Myinensingh 
and Dacca districts as well as in the Sunderbans area ami in Western 
Bengal. Sir, in 1988, Government realised the necessity of an 
immediate enquiry into the conditions of West Bengal forests and, Sir, 
in the resolution published on the 2oth July, 1938, Government had 
recognised that there had been a progressive denudation of forests in 
West Bengal by tenants and private owners. The supply of timber and 
fire wood has been in danger, and there was reason to believe that owing 
to soil erosion large tracts of land were becoming poor and almost un- 
productive. There were also reasons to apprehend — the resolution went 
on — that the destruction of forests was rendering West Bengal as a 
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whole more and more liable to flood and drought. Although a com- 
mittee ^as appointed in 1938 and the committee reported in 1939, yet 
in the year of grace 1942 we are not aware what steps Government have 
taken to act up to the recommendations of the committee for conserva- 
tion and reafforestation of the Western Bengal forests. 

^ The problems connected with the forest administration have from 
time to time been drawn attention to on the floor of the House through 
questions.' vSo far as I have been able to gather, not being an expert 
myself, these problems resolve mainly under two heads, namely, 
conservation and maintenance and regeneration and reaff'orestation. 
But along with tliese there were other (juestion.s also which require 
investigation, viz., the necessity and desirability of extending State 
ownership as against private ownership of forests and the question of 
management of private owned forests either bs the juivate owners under 
certain restrictions or under certain kind of independent, trusts 
controlled by Government. The other (jiiestion that recpiires very 
careful examination is the machinerv for sale of forest products and 
ISollection of various accounts of economic iinalucts in the forests. 

The researches on the forest pndilems also require careful handling. 
So far we have depended upon tlie (’entral Government for forest 
researches. It is time that we should do something in the line our- 
selves. This question struck me, particularly in connection with the 
extension of cinphona plantations where, when I had been to the area 
myself 1 discovered that hardl> an> wcll-])lann(*d pidicy was being 
pursued in regard to extension of cinchona jilantation. The technical 
side of cinchona, the industrial production of cinchona, come.s under the 
Industries Dejiartment, but the maintenance of cinchona ]>lantation 
and extension thereof came under the Forest Department. The Forest 
Department wa^^ not directly interested in the tinancial succe.ss of 
cinchona plantation and vet the province of Bengal needed extension sa 
h.%. (Fries of “Hear, hear” from the Opposition benches.) I have 
also noticed that large tracts of valuable forest land were given away ^ 
either on lease or on long term arrangement to parties who are not 
using the forests in the best interest of the province. I have discovered 
that large areas have been leased out to tea gardens and companies that 
have capital from outside Bengal, that have been standing in the way 
of increasing reafforestation and particularly extending cinchona culti- 
vation. Government should come to some decision in regj|rd to these 
matters as well. The question of protection and the question of prflNluc- 
tion — these are, as I understand, two outstanding problems in the Forest 
Department. Some forests ore required to l>e maintained and 
conserved for protection of the people and some others are for com- 
mercial purposes considered to be productive. With regard to these 
two classes of forests, arrangements should be made independently as 
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far as possible to keep the accounting* of these two in different wa.\'s, 
so that we can understand the commercial success of the pit)ductive 
section of the forests. In course of enquiries into such questions whea 
we discussed these in the Public Accounts Committee, we have dis- 
covered that it is very difficult to keep control over expenditure of the 
Forest Department, because the expenses are trickling through the 
hands of a number of ofhcers staying at different outstations. It is 
also very difficult for the Audit Department to find out how far some 
of the expenses were justified. Arrangements should be made l(» see 
that where it is a question of productive department c(»inmcrciak 
accounting are as far as possible maintained. 

In this connection I may refer to llie Siliguri Saw Mill. My friend 
Rai Harendra Nath (!haudhuri is smiling. Every year he had drawn 
attention to the state of affairs in tliat saw mill leading to a virtual 
subsidy to a most uneconomic arrangement. From last year of course 
the pn.sition I know has clianged and the Forest Dej)arlnient has been 
able to justify the maintenance of the saw mill. Sir, we would like the 
Government to examine these carefully and to have proper accountiuiT 
of the saw mill maintaified, so that we can understand bow far the- 
maintenance has been successful on a commercial basis. 

Sir, I would only draw attention to one other matter before I 
conclude, namely, the employment of Rengalis in the Forest Depart- 
ment. I have carefully examined the Civil List and as far as I have 
been able to ascertain, T have found that there is not one Hengali 
Conservator of Forests There are two ('onserv’ators of Forests, both 
of whom are Europeans. I liave tried to examine the qualifications of 
these gentlemen. It is not desirable for me t<» enter into that side, hut 
T have not been convinced that they are of snch outstanding merit that 
no suitable Bengali can be available. Ain<»nght tlie Deputy and Assist- 
ant Conservators of Forests also there i.^ a comparative paucity of 
Bengalis. 

(At this .stage the member reached his time-limit but was allowed to 
speak for one minute more.) 

This deplorable state of affairs has been possible, l)ecauHe there is 
no suitable arrangement for training Bengalis and giving them 
opportunities to be absorbed in higher posts when an opportunity arises. 
Sir, we dnim that the Bengali brain is in no way inferior to the 
Europeans in the management and handling of plants, an Bengalis 
have shown their aptitute in other fields. We should have ample 
opportunity for developing the rescmrces of the province in every 
sphere of our work and I hope the Hon 'hie Minister concerned will see 
that, in future, no other recruitment is indulged in except of Bengalis, 
for the purposes of the Forest Department. 
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Sir, we hare alao found that there has been careless expenditure 
inrolvecf in the matter of movementa of the Forest office from Calcutta 
to Darjeeling, and recently there has been also a splitting up of the 
offices. Sir, I am not very sure what assurances were given by the 
Forest Department when the Head Office was transferred from 
Calcutta to Darjeeling. We would ask Government to enquire into 
these questions. 

Mr. Mirza ABDUL HAFIZ: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Its. 14,69,000 under the head ‘'10 — Forest” be reduced by Rs. 100. 
The object of my motion is to raise a discussion about the grievances 
of the tenants of the Atia forest in the district of Mymensingh. 

Sir, I am not certain about the boundary line of the Atia forests 
but the forests beginning from Madhupur and ptissing through several 
thanas of each of the subdivisions of Tangail, Mymensingh Sadar, 
Kishoreganj and Dacca up to Joydebpur railway station and‘bteyoiul 
including the Madhupur forest, Atia forest, Bhowal forest, etc., cover 
over a liundred miles and are next to the forests of Sunderbans. I am 
io detil with the Atia forests only. 

Sir, these Atia forests were notifiwl as reserved forests in the years 
191^7 and 19v8 an<l they were treated perhaps as protected forests from 
sometimes before. The forests belong to a good number of private 
pioprietors, big and small. They signed an agreement in favour of the 
Oovernment for its management, etc., for a period of ten years which 
expired on the -ilst of March, 1941. I am in doubt whether the 
proprietors have signed again for a fresh agreement but an attempt 
was being made by an underhand policy sometimes Ixick by some 
persons of the Dei>artmeut. Sir, to give a bit description, I beg to 
submit that tlie Atia forest is sctittered over an extensive area of arable 
lands intersper.sed with patche.s of jungles standing as islands in the 
midst of the cultivated fields comprising alxuit a hundred villages and 
the people of those villages cultivate those arable lands. These are the 
facts admitted by the Government in starred (luestion Xo. 241 of the 
Septemlier session of 1940 of the Bengal Legislative Assembly made 
by the hououmble mover himself. 

But does the G<nernment derive any income from the management 
of the forest? Absidutely nothing, ride answer (h){iii) of the aforesaid 
question. Government admits that there is no income. So, Sir^ if the 
Government does not earn anything therefrom — what hai it ^earned 
except want of confidence of the local public in the departmeift for 
unnecessary oppre.ssione? Sir, oppres.sions and suppressions, omissions 
and commissions have been notoriously inflicted upon the poor rcdyaU 
of the locality for this sufficiently long period of time— in multifarious 
ways by instituting criminal cases in criminal courts and by cases 
in local thanas and so on — what for — not infrequently for extortion of 
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money, for gratification. There might have been some true 

cases but it cannot be denied that the ralyufs have got no grievances 

for various reasons. In three years from ]92r>-2v^, over 150 cases were 
made by the forest officers against the ratyats and some counter cases 
against the offi<‘ers by the miyotn though very small in number (iwV/c 
question No. 27, volume 31, No. 1 of 1929), oppressions and extortions 
were day to day incidents. Nobody can swear by putting his hamls upon 
his breasts that such opjjressions for some fuels, for cattle, for tliis and 
that do not occur very often even now. I cnnmO say now how many 

hundreds of cases have been made from the year 1929 up till now, but 

their number is apprehended md to be a few only. 

This can he guessed also from the f(dlowing staff of the Atia forest 
according to (luestion 2b unstarred of 1929 in the same volume. 


Extra Assistant Conservator of Forests ... ... 1 

Foupst Hangers . . . , 2 

Deputy Ranger^ ... ... 2 

Foresters ... ... ... 10 

Revenue (Vdlectors ... ... ... ... 3 

Forest Guards ... ... ... 40 

IVatchers ... ... ... 0 

Pefjn and orderlies ... ... ... ... 7 

Dakwalla ... ... ... ... ... 1 

Chaukidar ....... 1 

Swee})er ... . . 1 

Clerks ... ... ... ... ... 4 

Majhies ... ... ... ... ... 4 

Boatmen ... ... ... ... ... T 

Total ... 83 


Their maintenance cost is Rs. 27,27.3-5. I do not know what are the 
present staff and what are their mainlenan.e <liar(re per annum at 
present. The Hon 'We Minister may furnish the House with that 
informat^u. ^ 

Sir, wbat will these forest guard-», watchers, i>eon and order! ie.s do 
there if they do not sing the clioru.s of “Shyarna Iluq Ki Jui” and 
realise some two pice from the poor rniy<tt» there? 

Sir, I know there are utility and necessity of forests in every country 
in the world for .some scientific grounds for proper rainfall in time and 
out of time, for preservation of many trees and plants, animals and 
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animate objects and so on and consequently there is necessity of their 
protection and reservation but I do not find any reason why small 
patches of jun^^les standing as islands in the midst of cultivated fields 
and such arable lands around it would be limited into the reservation 
area at inexpressible disadvantages to the poor raijfnts of the locality. 
Can there be any other ground, somebody may ask, if it be not for an 
evil motive of some oppression and extortion? 

Sir, a similar cut motion was moved for releasing the Atia forest by 
the then lleiigal Legislative Council on March 19, 1929 and it was 
passed by a majority of votes in its bureaucratic regime. It was not 
given effect to and has been thrown into the waste pajier basket. 

Sir, may we not now legitimately ex})ect that under the present 
so-called national Shyma-Huq Ministry of Bengal, the Hon’ble Minister 
concerned will declare to-day on the floor of this House that the Atia 
forest in the district of Mymensingh be released henceforth? 

In this connection I shall wait to see the conduct of the supporters 
of the Ministerial Party who pose themselves to be the “daradi’’ of the 
poor rail/ fit xY 

M’ith tliese remarks I commend the motion for the accp])tance of 
the House. 

Khin Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, Sir, I have liatenesl to the speech of the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Forest and Excise for the indication of some guidance 
as to the jwlicy which he proposes to follow in the odministration of 
forests. I congratulate the present Minister on at least some indication 
which he has given in his statement. May T remind the House of the 
speech which wa.s delivered by his predecessor in office, Mr. Raikut, 
who was called the “man of the forest”? Tw'o things outlined in that 
speech were forest school with afforestation and improvement of forest 
administration. The improvement was confined to increase of protec- 
tive staff but nothing for increase of forest wealth by reproduction or 
regeneration. So the development of forest or afforestation in West 
Bengal was nil. As for policy, the Bengal Government had none. 
It was drifting at the discretion of the local forest department. 

I will now ask for your permission, vSir, to trace the history of the 
Forest Department right from the very beginning. It waaw a sheer 
unwisdom cm the part of the Government of India to create forest 
reserves and to administer them at a time when Government had 
absolutely no knowledge about forest matters and when there had been 
no geological survey. So far Ijack as in 1863 the Government of India 
in order to expand its activities in newer fields created the Forest in 
Rengnl- When the idea of creating new departments like the nation- 
building de|uirlments of Agriculture and Industries was mooted, the 
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Government of India thought of creating a Department of Forests by 
declaring forest reserves. But, Sir, it is well known to every one of 
us that in spite of our having extensive forests under Government 
control and management in Bengal we have to import timWr from 
abroad, especially Burma. Excepting to declare re‘<ervation of forest 
tracts in Bengal, nothing has been done so far for their improvement, 
conservation or exploitation except that the forest people who used to 
earn their living by grazing their cattle in forest tnicts and by collect- 
ing fuel wood have been made to pay heavy tolls to the public 
exchequer in return for wliat tliey get from tlie forests. These jHKir 
people liave now been put to grwU troubles jind difficulties on account 
of the imposition of such tolN Originally these forest p(M>ple were 
settled in areas which were then khasinahal arejis and tliev were allowed 
to enjoy the forest produce although there was nothing in writing that 
they could enjoy such advantages. The Government of India unrler 
section fi of the Indian Forest A<-t notified without instituting any 
geological survey even without any scientific empiiry what.soever 
certain tracts in Chittagong to be forest areas, the result being that 
the reserved forest area w'as increased by one stroke of the pen from 
over 100 square mile.s to oNer l.tMM) square miles. Then, Sir, in 102f), 
when Sir Frederick Sachse of I>iuid Bevenuo Commission fame w<is the 
Collector of Chittagong, he found that there was a constant friction 
between the kluismahal forest auth<»rities and the reserved forest 
authorities, he was plea.sed to haml over all the khasinahal forests to 
the Forest l)ej>urtment. But, no p(dicy wan chalked out for the con- 
servation and improvement of forests .since the mir 1808 when the 
Forest Department was first bisnight into being. 

Sir, I will not try to forget what was or wa> rait done in the remote 
past but I will content iny.self now liy referring to what has been done 
and is being done for the last four years, 1 am of opinion. Sir, that 
the Forest Department as at pre-iciit constituted is intajxible of any 
improvement. It has been established as a Department of Government 
only as a show' just to be on i)ar with European countrie.s with a Forest 
Department. Rere we have a Forest Department only for the purjKiHe 
of deriving some revenue ho that it nuiy go to support the Forest 
Department to keep the tenant^ of Bengal under hardship. In this 
respect, Sir, I endorse every W4ird <»f Dr. Siinyal that forest is really 
a source of wealth wliich cs)uld ami should ha\e been conserved and 
imppove<l if there had been any seriou.s attempt on the part of Govern- 
ment^'under whcKse care it hits been placed. From the year 18f{8 to 
this time, ‘that is, for nearly eighty ye«ir.s, nothing has been done. 
There is a system of o<jnservatiou and improvement prevalent in 
Burma with concession to people' even thfit system has not been 
adopted in Bengal. Even the (y)ncession« given by the Burma Govern- 
ment to its tenants and cultivators in forest areas have not been 
extended by the Government of Bengal to its own people. In Burma 



DEMAND FOB GRANT. 


[IIth Mabch, 


m 

foreat people enjoy the rights of free use of fuel and of pasture land 
for their ‘cattle and there has been no complaint against its tenants 
with regard to the conservation of its forests. But in Bengal for 
even creeper money must be exacted from the poor forest people and all 
aorts of legal and illegal exactions are going on. Corruption is 
rampant in forest areas and there are all sorts of prosecutions, legal 
and illegal. And even with the exaction in the shape of tolls and fees 
the Forest Department is not a self-contained department. It is simply 
like a white elephant. It is only a losing concern and is more like an 
expenditure department without any corresponding income. Up to 
1935-36 the department was being run at a loss, the expenditure 
exceeding its incxmie. It was practiciilly a service department provid- 
ing for such highly paid posts like the Conservator of Forests, Deputy 
Conservators and others, the incumbents of which have been brought 
out from England, having only crude theoretical knowledge without any 
practical idea and past experience. I do not think these people would 
have been able to hold such responsible posts anywliere else except in 
this unfortunate land. 1 hold a copy of the Forest Administration 
RepxM't for 1939-40 and 1 fiml therein that the establishment charges 
fire more than those for conservancy 4ind reservation of forests. So 
the establishment cost is more than the direcit work of the department 
with the result that there is neither any regeneration, afforestation nor 
any improvement in an> sphere worth the name. Again, if you will 
go through the page's wliich deal with (9iittagong forests you will be 
surprised to find that the Chittagong Forest Division is being worked 
without there being any working pUin whatsoever although the old 
working plan of Mr. Cowan exjnred long before. There is no working 
plan. The success of the Avorking in the Forest Dejwirtment depends 
mainly upon the working plan and you will })e surprised to know that 
there is no phui. In the administration rejwrt, under head “Manage- 
ment”, under head “Regulation” and under heiid “Protection” there 
is no working plan in Chittagong Division. In the Chittagong Division 
a working plan was prepared and submitted to Government in 1931 by 
Mr. Gupta, the then Divisional Forest Officer, but that was rejected 
by the Government. Since then there has been no working plan. 

(At this stage the red light was lit.) 

One minute, please. Then, Sir, I brought it to the notice of the 
old Government that the increase of forest income was due on account 
of forest prosecutions under section 68 under 'which large powers were 
given to Forest Officers. I would point it out to the Hon’ble Minister 
that the old Indian Forest Act cannot be applied to the present 
condition of Bengal. I put a question to the last Minister and asked 
him to bring in a new Bengal Forest Act. I ask the present Hon'ble 
Minister to give his attention to this and to bring in a new Bengal 
Forest Act for running the Forest Department properly. 
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In this connection I would bring to the notice of Ifon’blo 
Minister that there was a DisforesKitiou Committee nppointe<l hy the 
last Government for Chittagong, Sunderhans of Rumpal and Charan- 
dwdp block. I think this Government has stepped into the shoes of the 
old Government and although some of the members have changed sides 
they would not say that it was not their wmcern loit I think they would 
accept the commitments of the old Government, sjierially as the Chief 
Minister is there. The (’hief Minister knows that Disforestation C’om- 
mittee was appointed for some areas of Sunderbans whitdi were only fit 
for p^iddy cultivation and have no forest value. This was ap]»ointed on 
the recommendation of Co-<»perat ive Department and the lu'ofxisal was 
initiated by the tormer Collector and (kmimissioner. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Khan Ihihad iir, please sit down. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDiN AHMAD; One minute, Sir. 

I would als<i draw the attention of the HoiChle Minister in clwirge 
of Co-operative De|nirtment to the fact that the committee m> apjHiiiited 
has finished its labours after two or throe years on the (piestion of the 
release of Ram{xil and Charandwip from the Forest Department. The 
HonTde Minister will find this from his files. Hut the result wus U8 
anticipated. The officials went one wa\ ami the non-officuils went 
another way, and unfortunately one iKUi-officud member went to the 
.side of the C<dlc( tor ami the ('oiiimissioiier , although he <]ifl not attend 
any enquiry. Although the non-officials were in a monority the Chief 
Minister promised that in spite <»f the minority he would give best 
consideration to the mimirity reixut. I hope lie will keep his promise 
and W'ill give his personal attention to the release of {{ainpal and 
Chartiiidwip. T also draw the attention of the Don’hle Co-operutive 
Minister to this fact. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I propose to follow the following time- 
table. 

Forest will he guillotined at H)d5. Stamps will take 25 minutes 
and will he guillotined at 11 a.m. Registration will take dO minutee 
and will he guillotined at 11 30. 

Mr. Datta, I hope you will finish in five minutes. Yes, Mr. DatUi. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, T do not like to indict 
a long speech in view of the unreality of the situation and in view of 
the fact that what I have got to fwiv has been said hy the previous 
8p€^kers and specially in view of the inattentive attitude of the members 
of the Assembly. 

Sir, this is a subject which is very im}>ortaut because a large 
revenue con be raised from the Forest Department. Figures have been 
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mentioned by my friend Dr. Sany^il, but, Sir, this is a department in 
which a revenue of Rs. 26,18,000 is expected to be raised at a cx)st of 
Rs. 18,73,000. If a zemindar whose income is 26 lakhs spends 18 lakhs 
oui of the revenue of 26 lakhs, certainly he is a zemindar who, it must 
be said, is not manaj^iiig his estate properly. 

Sir, another fact to which I have to draw the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister is that this i.s a depjirtment in which out of 18 lakhs, 
4 lakhs and odd are charged expenditure. This is much higher in 
proportion to the charged expenditure of other departments specially in 
view of the fact that this is a department which is really manned by 
the white people. 

Then, Sir, it has been properly said by my friend Khan Bahadur 
Jalaluddin Ahmad that this is a department which is run without a 
plan. Specially after provincial autonomy has been inaugimited, there 
has been some pressure upon the Ministry in other departments, but 
eo far as this department is concerned, there has not been much pressure 
on accoiint of the fact that persons who are interested in this depart- 
ment are few as only Chittagong district, Jalpaiguri district, Darjeeling 
district and .some portions of Mymen.singli, Dac ca and 24-Parganas ore 
really affected. But, Sir, this is a matter in which we ought to take 
much more interest in view' of the fact that Government revenue of the 
whole of Bengal c^n be raised suhstaiitially if the administration of 
this depjirtment is run wdth a plan and profK'rl\ . 

Sir, 1 shall not take much time of the House as what w'e have got 
to say has been .said and 1 hope — I shall not liope in vain — tliat if the 
Minister in charge of this dejwirtment takes up the matter seriously, 
then I am cpiite sure this department can he developed properly. 

Sir, in this connection T would draw’ the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister to the fact that there has not been any geological survey of 
the forests. I am quite sure that if there had been a geological 
survey, much mineral wealth would have been found in the forests. 

Sir, with these few words I support the motion of Dr. Nalinaksba 
Sanyal. 

Mauivi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: Sir, I beg to move 

Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER: You better support the motion of 
Dr. Sanyal. 

Mauivi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: Sir, my motion is entirely 
different. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: All right, you move your moiion. 
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Mauivi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: Sir. 1 beR to move that tb« 
demand of R:). 14,69,000 for expenditure under lieod "10 — FoA-st” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. 

The development ol forest imhistries by the Forest ])e|)artment is a 
matter of great imjxirtance to the province and especially to agricul- 
turists who live on the outskirts of the forests. 

Almost all the provinces have some forest industries from forest 
piM)duces suitable for such industries, smdj as manufacture fixun wood, 
paper from bamlMX) pulp, matclies and Ixixes, etc., and they have 
engageil experts to find out suitabilities of forest produce for some 
industries. Rut Rengal lags behind; .several other industries might 
also be attempted such as making of char<‘(Kil, extraction of tur|>entine, 
manufacture of essences and oils from plants 4uid extraction of gums, 
resins and dyeing and tanning materials. W<K)den handle.s and frames 
for agricultiu'al implements and furniture C4in ^il.so be made from wood. 

If the new industries can be sUirted or existing industries, if any, 
developed in which cultnators C4in engage themselves they will be 
amply benefited The great number of cultivators have at least to 4 
months ab.solute leisure in the year. To improve their economic 
condition Government should bring industrial opportunities within their 
easy reacli to fill up their sjwire time. 

Xot only the agricultural and lalwuir clas.ses in the neighhourhood 
of the forest will be benefited but others from distant places may 
migrate to indu.strial ceiitr*es to sui»plement their incomes. 

Pressure on land has been .so great that the cultivators are compelle<l 
to migrate even outside the province. If they are eiiwmraged and 
impediments of migration are removed, loloiiies in suit4»hle places by 
the side of the forest m<iy he formed jiiid with State aid and Itvaiis forest 
industries can be started and developed. 

With these few words, I commend my motion for the acceptance 
of the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, Sir, I am grateful to rny frieud.s who have criticised the forest 
budget and have given many helpful suggestions while doing the 
same. 

So many points have been raised and so many facts have been 
mentioned regarding the administration of the Forest Department tliat 
it will not be possible for me to answer each and every fact and each 
and every point within the .short .space of time allotted to me and, 
especially, due to another fact, namely, that within the short time I 
have not been able to study all the fact.s and go through all the reports 
and resolutions and the Assembly questions that have been referred 
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to by my friends in their criticisms. I shall deal with a few of the 
facts ayd a few of the points raised on the floor of the House to-day, 
but when I do not reply to any point at all it must be understood that 
either J could not j^^ather all the facts that have been stated or that 
I am not conversant with the actual state of affairs mentioned in their 
speeches. I shall humbly ask my honourable friends to put in bkck 
ond white the su^rj^estions and alleprations that they have brought 
against my department and give me helpful hints for the improvement 
of my department. I shall be thankful to them for that. 

First of all, the revenue policy of the dep«irtmeiit has l)een criticised 
by some. My honourable friend Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta has 
criticised the Forest Department .saying that it i.s not a.s efficient as a 
zemindari would have been. I would humbly ask him to consider the 
Forest Department not in the light of administration of private 
zemindaris. The private zemindar exploits the forest for the purpose 
of revenue and collects as much revenue as he can, but Government 
does not follow that policy. The policy of Government is the con- 
servation of forest.s and the administration of the revenue policy in 
auch a manner that at no period of futurity the revenue from the Forest 
Dep<irtment can decrease in any way. On the other hand, tlie policy 
of Government is to administer the revenue policy in such a way that 
with the lapse of every year the revenue of Government increases 
neveml times when the new plantation.s under the working plan mature 
after the lapse cd a certain period. I may cite only one instance giving 
the present revenue position. The expenditure has risen ye<\r after 
yejir. At the siune time, w'e should not lose sight of the income that 
we have derived from the depjirtinent side by side. In the year 1931-32 
the revenue was Its. 10,94,000; the expenditure w'as Ks. 14,97,000. 
So the income was Ks. 1,97,000. I do not like to deal with all the 
figures yeiir by year, but I would like simply to state that each 
flucceeding ycvar the revenue has gone up, .so that in the year 1940-41 
the revenue was Es. 20,34,000 and the expenditure was Rs. 18,00,000 
thus giving a net luilance of Ks. 8,34,000. Thus, within the course 
of these 10 years, the revenue has l>een increased by four-fold by our 
new working plan that has been adoptejl everywhere and in every piirt 
of the forest that i.s administered by Government. AVe expect that 
when the new plants that we are now' generating will mature w’e shall 
get at least 100 times the revenue that we are getting from such forests 
now. So, the revenue policy of Government cannot be compared with 
the revenue policy of a private zemindar. 

I have been told in the course of this discussion that Chittagong 
has got no working plan. I have enquired into the matter and I am 
in a position to .say that it is not correct. If I find that there is no 
working plan, certainly it will be the first and foremost duty of this 
Government to see that a w'orking plan may be made immediately. 



DEMAND FOR GRANT. m 

I can only say thjjt we have a working plan for Chittagong forests just 
as we have got working plans for every other forest under ouf nuinage- 
ment. 

As regards Atia forests one of iny friends has said that Government 
should release them. I shall mention a few facts and circMimstances 
about that. The reservation of At in forests is |K)Ssihle in the interest 
of l)oth tenants and landlords. So far as the interest of the landlords 
is concerned, it niuy he noted that this forest was detdared to he a 
reserve forest under the pix)visions ot .section -‘10 of the Indian Fc^rest 
Act at the recjiiest of more than two-thirds of the piHjprietors, The 
term of the present agreement with tlie pi'o])rietors expired on -list 
March, 1941, hut the propriet^irs are renewing that agreement for n 
further period of ten years and pending a final settlement almut renewal 
the present arrangement will cxmtinue. If the intere.st of the land- 
lords is at stoke, they would not have allowed this Government to 
renew it for a further period. As regards the tenants, T may jM»int 
out that l>efore reservation of the forest, a Forest Settlement Officer was 
appointed on 19th June. 19'JT, under .section 4 of the Indian Forest Act 
to encpiire into the existing rights of the tenants. 

So, wliatever rights the tenants had, before* the fon*st wa.s taken 
over by Government, are intact and cannot be taken away by Govern- 
ment or by the officers of G(»veninient. The dilHculties that arise 
in connection with the (directions and criticisms lav(dl(‘d against 
the Government in the matter of administration of forests are due to 
certain facts which 1 may mention. Before the forests were projierly 
managed, the tenants that lived b\ the side of these forests had 
unlimited u.se of the forest jinaluce. Formerly, we allowed this sort 
of abu.se of tlie forest and ot fore'^t jirodnce. ('(*rtain]\ no forest can 
be improved and maintained under such conditions. It has been proved 
by examination in various bjcalities. If Government want to pr(‘»<*rvo 
and maintain the forests not onl\ for tbe benefit of tlie jiresent genera- 
tion but also for future generations, then those rights wliieh the 
tenants had pieviously enjoyed must be curtailed and tbis curtailment 
is necessary in the interests of the forests and in tin* interests of the 
province as a whole. 

If there are any general grievances felt by tbe tenants living by 
the side of these forests and if there are any oppressions practised upon 
the tenants by the Department or Departmental officers, I give this 
assurance that if they are brought to my notice, I shall enquire into 
the matter and if I find that the temirifs are really subjected to 
unnecessary zulum in any direction, I shall try my utmo.st to remove 
them. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA tANYAL: Sir, before you proceed to put the 
motions to vote, I would like to be enlightened about one thing 
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referred to by the Hon ’hie Minister in his reply. He said that the 
forest intonie would go up by a hundred per cent. We find that the 
maximum yield in 1937-38 had been Rs. 33,4*5,000. We have so far 
not reuelied even the maximum yield and this year the budget figure 
is Ks. 2i) lakhs. I would like to be enlightened on what figure he 
based his statement that the income would go up by one hundred per 
cent, which would mean about Rs. 33 crores on the basis of 1937-38. 
Wild statements like that are not helpful. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of 
Rs. 14,69,000 under the head “10 — Forest” be redure<l by Rs. 100 was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Mirza Abdul Hafiz that the demand of 
Rs. 14,09,000 under the head ”10 — Forest” Ee redur.ed by Rs. 100 was 
then put and lost. 

The motiiui of Maulvi Maniruddin Akhand that the demand of 
Rs. 14,09,000 under the head ”10 — Forest” be reduced by Rs. 100 
was then put and lost. 

The main motion of (lie Hon'ble Mr. Fpendra Nath Barman that a 
sum of Rs. 14,09,000 be granted for ex})enditure under the head ”10 — 
Forest” was then put and ugree<l to. 


9^tafn|». 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, Sir, on the recommendation of the Governor of Bengal, I 
beg to move that sum of Rs. 4,75,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head ”9 — StampvS.” 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Sir, I beg to move that the 

demand of Ks. 4,75,000 under the head ”9 — Stamps” be reduced by 
Rs. 100. My object is to raise a di.scussion about the commission paid 
to vendors of judicial and non-judicial stamps. 

Sir, the commission that is paid to the vendors of judicial and non- 
judicial stamps has been reduced to such an extent that many of the 
vendors hud to disc(»ntinue their profession. There has been a conse- 
quent inconvenience to the public in general. In the mofussil it is 
not possible to find any stamps for daily requirements and people have 
to go to distant towns only to secure stamps from district or subdivi- 
eional headquarters. Nowadays there are Union Courts, Union 
BenchevS, Debt Settlement Boards and vsub-registry offices all over the 
mofussil areas. 

Court-fees are necessary for filing applications before Debt Settle- 
ment Boards, for filing suits before Union Courts and for filing for 
processes in Sub-Registrars’ offices. But no court-fees are available 
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in the mofussil in view of the fact that many of the vendors have jriveii 
up their profession. In tlie Civil and (Viniinal Courts of the suhdi vi- 
sional headquarters and also in munsifis court-fees run short on many 
a day, and applications for suits cannot he filed for want of 
court-fees. In such cases, the Courts liave to he approached for 
accepting applications on a written guarantee by the pleaders or 
inukhtars that the court-fees will he sujqdied as soon as available. 
Then, Sir, there are other difficulties which we have ourselves experi- 
enced in Suhdivisional Courts, that court-fees cannot be had from the 
sub-treasuries on all days even for filing ai)plieations for suits before 
Courts, in view of the fact that there are only three day.s fixed for 
vendors to get court-fet*s. So, unless tlie number of sucli days are 
increased and also the commission paitl to the vendors are increased 
this difficulty will continue and also it will not be possible to 
obtain court-fees in mofassil areas and towns. So, I appeal to the 
Hon ’hie Minister to kindly see that tlie commission jiaid to the 
vendors is increased and the days that are fixed for the chalan of the 
sale of court-fees are also increased. With these wonls, vSir, 1 
commend my motion to the acceptam'e of the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; Mr Deputy 
Speaker, Sir, thi‘ sale of non-judicial stamps is the main question that 
has been raised by the previous speaker who has also referred to the 
commission [laid to vemhus in respect of judicial and non-judicial 
stamjis. So far. no complaint has reached Goveinimuit with refenmee 
to the sale of* the^e stamps or with reference Id the commission given. 
If the hoiiourahle memher thinks that then* is any trouble or difficulty 
I shall certainlx be pl(*ased to emjuire into the matter. 

The motion of Maulvi Muliaminad Israil that I he demand f»f 
Rs. 4,7-).0t)t) for openditnre umler tlie head “9 — Stamjis’^ he reduced 
by Rs, 100, wa.s put and lost. 

The main motion of the Ilon’hle Mr, IVamatha Nath Banerjee 
that a .sum of Rs. 4,7o,t)(KI he granted for expenditure under the head 
“9 — Stamps' ’ wa.s then put and agreed to. 


11— Registration. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Mr Deputy 
Speaker, Sir, on the recominendation of His Excellency the Governor 
I beg to move that a .sum of Rs. 19,57,300 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “11 — Registration." 

Mauiana MD. ABDUL AZIZ: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 19,57,300 under the head “11 — Registration" be reduced by 
R«. 100. 
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femr vm firstr-n ^- 

(Trnr w c^ft^rfr >rrt.’^Of?r 

tffi ’^rt?f ^5t?r c^tr^f '^cr i ?^?r5 

(Tfvps ^5Tc*f^ ^arfir^ y’r® *nfr ^ ’rrs's #TOr 

tatC^iT C*I pTR13f% '31 ’TC^ I 

QualificuiiouH for recruitment (Mhowing rules for appointment in the 
Regiatration Department). 

(i) They must have passeil the Islamic Matriculation ami Inter- 
mediate Examinations, or the l.A. or the I.S(‘. Examination of the 
Calcutta llniverHity or the corresponding examinations of any other 
recognised Indian University, or hav(‘ qualifications declared by 
Government to he e(|uivalent to passing such examinations. 

(ii) They must have passed the higher standard or the final 
examination of the Arabic Department of a recognised Madrasah, and 
have sufficient knowledge of English for the proper performance of 
the duties of a Sub-Registrar. 

TOT, (Tf^ trtrwi (TT csfl^rlt ^ 

^’c^TT^ 4^: tor (t3?Ri ^>0 ^ tor, 4^^ #ti 

3t5T ^ tor), 3tOT 4TOT 5rrTO in 

TO5 TOR, fVli 3tlTOT 4^ ^ft33 TO 

I ^ 8 ^toTIr tftfR ?r«t7r f^fir cirf5n:§»R (TOc^ 

tff3 4^WJT OtFfC^ TORT^ direct appointment 

4^ TO ?ff3!ff3 f^7R%RR ; 4R f% 4''RR ’ttff ((Rt<t ^ 

vfr^^R) RTOT^ Tor ^’Rfk^R R Rtft 4TOR GfUrft Rt C RR 
fror frrR l f3f^ RRI? direct rocruitment4 

TO TOf 3tR1T W 4^®R (R>1^ TORR CR I 3t?r<1r?T ftlR?r 

^ fR, TOR ^ TO. TO Rf3^fV3 r^Rl 8 ^<TO C^, 

f?F^ ^ ?r’5T ^n, CTOtC^R 3T:-5TT ITO ^ I 

TO^I ^ TOR 3t5T-3tr3?r trf3^(3 fTOr%TO, (Rt^Tst TOTOT TO 
^R f^l 

nTO, 4^“ fV 3tC< fRJS* TO TOF 1 (^) direct 

appointment ^ OR I ^ ^ C^TO (R3^ 5R 3t^ 20 per cent. 

OTO direct appointment4 (^) 3t^ RK Jth (?) Inspector- 

General of Regi8tration4? nomination4 (R5^ 75. ^5 51 5tC^ 

60 per cent. C5 Divisional CommissionerCTO noniination4 (R651 75 I 
fro 4^ 733MT cTOal 5TC955I 51 TOCWR I.-G. R.45 nomination, 
51 TOCW5 Comm«j8ioner45 nomination, 51 TO555 direct appointment. 
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qj ^ 5Ttr^ i a ^ 

qr«n:^ i c^ f^f% ®Rr. c^ ^r, 

(7T<t^ wm 4r^ cro ^ i ^5tr*^ ^vn ^t^ <r q 

ifr TOt*^nRn ctr^ i ^ a ^rlt ^rr^iJnr c^t^ 

TT c-ftr=r^ fVs frc^ -^c^ i 

f!|fiH ?rs^c^^ '*1?:^'' ^^rcRr^r ^stkc^t '3T<i *rT^r?r ^to^ffri 

I w.ifi ^ritf^c^i^. ^ar 

^ fer^i ^rrsrcf^ ^ ^ 

rtfifT^'t" ^!rf5#3 %?R I ^ 'pttfft N5Nt? ^f<?rr5 

:pr#^ vstrt^ ^ vfw vfi^i^T^ | ^ ^ij^jrr 5f^7f 

??:<rT (Ti ^TWrr 5^ 

!RJ 1#M TR 3rf3i iD^tTlR^ ( shows the 

30oks containing rules of appointment. ) '^^TtTT^ 

^mr^. fVs fr^ ^vtnr ^rt^, ^rr^, 

qC^ ^ C'ft'ft^ 1 ^ 2 Tm ^ 

fvn I isrc^ <r^fe. Rtrs =t c^rf^ i 

rr^rfl I TTpipT TTtft ^ *5tr^ ? r^rf^ i ^vfi c^v|t?r 

rR c^R 31^^ I ijF'Tr i ^«r 

¥^?h 5r^*Rr^ f^fe a frTRjj ^ 

[n^RR c3fr^fctr*R ^ fmij isr^^ c^ ^.t«r i 

rf^ fr^R 3^3R 3i'rc^ (R(^ -^RmrtR (TfroT'^tr i ^ ^ (RtM (Rr?F 

^tr^* ^'rz \ vft^ 5 ^^ c^ 

Vf f'R. ^5T r?r5 nf^ ‘'(RTfm%:FR’’ (R'sfl <q^: TRI CJftflfCKW 

t«n fPpRi sTB^i R^. cRflt^ ''t^ ^«R '3=ji 

1t^ ( laughter ]. 

(Rry^Kt^ C'^fT^RR 3n I iRT-fcv '5r^‘f"r3r<^r’F ftw- 

5tC^ ^flRURT^ C^, $Rl C^R (?FT?R C^*!41c*t^ 

TOTH ^TOR, ^firR fiRStC^R mj) «RT fifWTo VTC«R I 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHAs 

A^ «Xi^ /'♦A A.I? 

^ J;^- jf Uybl o^f 

When intoxication is oflF — headache comes. I promise I shall not 
ouch wine any more. Alas, when the cup-bearer appears, I forget 
he promise — needless to say. I drink again. 
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there is a difficulty I go to Furfura Sberif. I make promises, 
laviHli •though they are. 1 promise to help Madrassahs, I promfse to 
give them graiit.s, recurring and capital liberally, and I make the 
proirii.se without reservation. I promise in the name of Islam, in the 
name of Muslims— for the benefit of the Muslims one and all— for 
Madrassahs under old and new schemes. When I come back, my 
friends, tlie devils of the tamarind tree overpower me. They haunted 
me in my cliildhood, they haunted me in my youth, they haunt me 
to-day also whenev«^r 1 am out of the clutches of the peers of Furfura. 

I promised to them that anybody w’ho passed the Fazil examination of 
the (’alcutta Alia Madrassalj or corresponding examination elsewhere, 

1 shall give Ihem service. If they possess a little working knowledge 
in English I shall make them Hakim, if not full-fledged, at least of 
Sub-Registrar ty]>e. 

Such was the promise of Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq made a 
little over 4 years ago. The promise was rei>eated whenever a 
Cabinet crisis was ap])rehended. The promise has been repeated very 
recently also. 

As we read through the departmental rule.s we find that anybody 
who passed the Fazil examination of the Calcutta Alia Madrassah and 
possessed working knowledge in English was eligible for Sub-Regis- 
trarship. Alternate qualification is that the candidate must pass the 
I, A. examination of the I niveraity. 

During tin* last 4 years there were many suitable candidates from 
amongst the Clemas of Bengal. But blood always proved thicker 
than water. 

Single qualification or absence of any qualification would do for a 
kin but a Muslim not connected by ties marital otherwise though 
in possession of double qualification and a Syed in the bargain could 
not succeed. He passi'd the Fazil examination and passed the I. A. 
examination and came of a highly respectable family. He applied 
when he was aged 2d. He repeated the application when he scored 
24 and 2o. He knocked the door but always in vain. The reasons of 
failure given out — the ghost of the tamarind tree was on the shoulder 
of the man in power. The .scions of Bani-Tsrail family were not 
exhausted. The poor Syed therefore was offered a job not Sub-Regis- 
trarship hut a small and inferior post. 

Now, therefore, the policy need be defined. Nepotism or no 
nepotism — tiualification <^r no qualification — must be definitely stated 
in the rules for appointment of Sub-Registrars. The poor Inspector- 
General of Registration is helpless. Let people out.side know that he 
is so. Wipe off* the rules and make your own games. 

There are friends just down from the tamarind tree. They will 
tell me that the tjresent Government is in power for days three score 
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and ten only and that the old Government was responsible. Sir 
Nazimuddin, Mr. Shahid and Mr. Tamizuddin shall be put* on the 
cross. May I know who was the man in charjj^e as Minister in the 
Registration Department in the years from April WM to December 
1941.'^ Were Sir !Nazim, Mr. Suhrawardy or Mr. Tamiziiddin in any 
way connected with the Registration Depariment ? Was the question 
of appointment of sub-registrars made a (^^binet .subject!^ Out of 10 
Ministers seven are now seen on the Mini.sterial side either as 
Ministers themselves or as supporters of the Ministry. Tliree only, 
the true leaguers Messrs. Tamizuddin, Suhra wanly and Sir Nazim ai>e 
in opposition. Who then were the majority in the Onbinet ? The 
deserters from the Muslim I.eague, destroyers of the edifices of the 
father of the position of Nawab Khwaja Sir Salimullah Bahadur, the 
Maharajas and Nawabs were there and are there. Were thes<^ seven 
all powerless against the three mighty souls now in opposition P Wa.s 
His Excellency also not just in the Cabinet meetings P Are then all 
the seven of the famous poem, all neuters, now having the only 
business to neutralise the energies of the tiger of Bengal of the Hindu 
Mahaaabha variety let loose P 

The ghost of the tamarind tree will not judge. He has no mind 
to judge. Let us therefore sing: 

* !) “'V’ t/* r'** 

“Oh, Hafiz! Drink wine, Ik* m«id and make merriment, 

But for God’s sake, do not misread the quoran to deceive the people,’* 

Mr. P. BANERill; Sir 1 beg to move til at the demand of 
Rs. 19,57,300 for expenditure under the head “11 — Registration” bo 
reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I will just devote myself for the few minutes at my disposal 
in speaking of the location of the varioiw registration offices. The 
location of the registration offices is mostly in the outlying places, 
particularly in places wliere it is not convenient for the people to 
attend. For instance, there was a registration office in a place in 
Rangpur for the la.st 15 years. That office has been removed from that 
place to another place at a distance of two miles, with the result that 
the people near about that area have l»een put to immense difficultie.s. 
L would give some concrete examples.^ There are registration offices 
both in Diamond Harbour and in Falta. These two offices are not 
necessary. I would therefore suggest that if one of them is abolished 
and a new office is created in Sirajganj, it will be more convenient for 
the people. Then, Sir^ there are registration offices both in Alipore 
and in Behala while there is another registration office at Park Circus 
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for Dum Dum people, which is not at all necessary. Again, there are 
two very important places, viz., Kakdwip and Sagardwip along the 
big rivers, and it is very inconvenient for the people of Sagardwip to 
oorne across the river to Kakdwip to attend^ the registration office there. 
It is, therefore, necessary that there .should he a registration office 
located in Sagardwip for the r'onvenience of the people of that area. 
I would, tlierefore, suggest that the Hon’hle Minister will look into 
the location of different registration offices, abolish the offices where 
they are not necessary and start new f^ffices in such places as will he 
convenient to the ])eople of the areas cfincerned Government will not 
suffer for that, hut at the same time tlmre will he an immense good to 
the peo])le in diff(‘reiit ])arts of the province. 

With these words, Sir, 1 move m\ motir)n. 


Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: ^Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 1 heg 
to move that the d<‘mand of Hs. It), 57, MOO for expenditure under the 
head “11 — Hegist ration” he reduced hv Hs. 100. 

Sir, my friend Maulana Ahdiil Aziz in a ]>revious speech has 
attackt'd tlu' policy of api)ointment‘< in this dei)artment on entirely 
separate grouixls. M"e have, Sir, from time to time, seen how 
grievances of various character are entertained in regard to the appoint- 
ments m'ade in this departimml and mc hav«* felt lhat there must he 
sometliing very wrong in the whole m(‘thod of recruitment of Suh- 
Kegistrars and Registrars. The rules for apjrointment in the Regis- 
tration Depart mtmt at the present moment provhle that the appointing 
authorities are the local Government hut the appointments are made 
not on the recoinimmdations of th<* Huhlic Service rommission hut on 
the recommendations <»f the (’ommissioners of Divisions and the 
Inspector-General of Registration. There is also provision, in excep- 
tional eases, for direct appointments without calling for nomination 
nt all. This system at the pre.sent moment raises very grave doubts 
about the working of the department, and in our humble opinion it 
leads to the possibility of corruption and patronage. I am not attack- 
ing the present Ministry with any particular charge of having 
indulged in patronage for appointments in this department, hut it is 
within our knowledge. Sir, that during the previous regime patronage 
was actually indulged in in this department and when I tried to raise 
this question we found that we were faced with the difficulty that the 
appointments are made not on the recommendations of any technical 
authority wdiich will examine the qualifications of the candidat<^ 
specifically hut on grounds entirely different from pure merit. Sif,* 
the rules provide for i*ertain minimum qualifications. The rules lay 
down that the qualifications of the candidates will he (11 that they 
must have passed the I.A., l.Sc., Islamic Ma|j^iciilation examination 
or the Intermediate examination and (2) the rules also provide that 
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in certiiin exceptional cases Commissioners of Diyisions %nd the 
Inspector-General of Begistratiou are not precluded from nominating 
persons who may not have such qualifications at all. That, in my 
hiimble opinion, makes it possible for very unqualified persons to creep 
in and the important work of the Registration Department is likely to 
suffer if recruitment is made through such machinery. 

I submit, Sir, that the general question should be reviewed about 
the machinery for recruitment in this department and the rules under 
which recruitments are at the present moment made. I also submit, 
Sir, that this is a defect which does not relate merely to the Registra- 
tion Department only but also to other departments of Government 
where it is considered that certain classes of appointments which ar# 
below certain ranks are to be filled in by the department itself or by 
the local Government on the recommendation of the department 
without reference to any higher tribunal like the Public Service Com- 
mission. I .submit that the whole question should be reviewed and 
the present procedure revised to ensure that merit alone may be the 
guiding principle for appointments in Government service and 
nothing else, subject of course to such communal ratio as may be 
agreed to by the communities and by competitive examinations within 
the communities. 

MAULVI ABDUL WANED : Deputy Speaker ^ 

^ ^ 

I (TTfri 4&i 

^ ^ ^ ^ (TT^ ^ 'JtTTR 

% 4^^ (?T? ^ ^ C5h wm ^ 4^ Tnrft 

1 or (?T^ CT i 

fror i C’ttptt'f? 

^ (yfpf 4?^ ^ (Tt c^i 

oiifi firspff I 4^: 4^ nc«F ^ cff 

'fST ^ ^ ^''f-5Tf3r ^ csistnft 

^ f^53pn ^ ^ ^ (7r 

c? 4^ cn ^ ^ fw 

PfZWC^ ? (7lt ^ 45Tt (7T^ 

TO 4^ ST’Grf^ I 5:< 57 CsftTOl 4^ 

4^ 7^ I "fftCV ^ 

jpdW 7^ 7^ 4^ ^571 <7# OfCW tHi 

Trnw jpriv tstm Try to 4 if 777 towp a t#itt 

^lil 777^7 47 h PtH ftj Rf^bi 
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(BIr. JiAna?) a 

5ffar '*TtJT-?rJ «RT tpSt^ W ^ TOTC^ C^ 

3Ttv'5Tt?r (oheere — noise) CRT 

c^ c^ftr=T c^, ^^•sm «nfe 

f^Rn?*fc^, (Tfrtr ^Tt®t 'SRI I 

o<i ^5R Tat'ftOT c^ 'ftfin? cvir^ ’jftr'f, ^^(trsR ^rsKmOT 

^snsrsT *fTfin '3 »ff%OT wf%^ 

c<*rc5F tprrPf^ TOTc^ '^Vs ^ fir^R ^ (?r 

TOT ^^5PTR ’pam^ (TT^ ProH c^ cn ’rramfir^ 

f^CVfl ^®[T13”^ f^cT— — 

Mauivi AHMED HOBAIN: On a point of order, Sir. Are these 
remarks relevant to the cut motions? 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: All that 1 can tell you is that you 
introduced a new subject into the debate and he is replying. I am 
absolutely helpless. 

MAULVI ABDUL WANED ; c^ ^>9^ ferjC^ 

tf^ TR 1 ^Itc^ c^5TRi -^rtf^ 

iTa’t (Vice-President) ^ C^ I 

(noise — interruption) | (7t C^ cbMC^fh ^'JC^ — ^ 

«il^3|t3r ^ (tRTS <?T YC^ (7R ^ yrjRRC*R 

^ ^v|" ?rc?rf^^T ^Rri i ^ 

^ Chl5TRf5 (noise) | ^ 

C4^«1 Pf’TR^gT^ ^srf^RFT^ 1%T I T^TR 

^ ^ C'Sf'Y^ 

FRR TOt f^Car^ (TT^ ^ 

MTV ^T$ rorr?^ tot ^ i 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I have 
listened to the speeches of Maulnna M<1. Abdul Aziz and Maulvi Ahmed 
Ali Mridha with great inU'rest and 1 can assure them that the 
interests of Maulvis have received and will always and ever receive my 
earnest and careful attention. P’or their satisfaction I may inform 
tho House that as a matter of fact up till now we have recruited 6 
Sub-Registrars with the qualifications for which the claim is now made 
and it is definitely within our programme % encourage such people, 

• • 1 » .\ ii 
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mucli preference as is possible under the present rircumstanjes. But 
at the same time the Government are not prepared at present to accede 
to the request that 50 per rent, of the Muslim appointments to be 
made in the ranks of Nub-Repistrars should be earmarked for this 
class of Maulvis. 

Then as regards the point raised by Mr. P. Baiierji, this is the 
first time that I hear of the vagaries of the Registration Department. 
I wonder as to what the honourable member means by “vagaries of the 
Registration Department” or what he actually means h\ the word 
“vagaries”. We know that there are vagaries by physical method. 
There are also vagaries in the political field and there are intellectual 
vagarb'-s as well. But 1 cannot ((uite realise what Mr. Banerji 
actually means by vagaries as regards the allocution of the sub- 
registry offices (Dr. Nalinaksh.a Sanyai. : One of the many.) 

Yes, it may be so: but. I believe, when the sub-registry f>fficeH referred 
to by Mr. Banerji were establi.shed. due consideration was taken of 
public convenience to allocate them in their respective places. I do 
not know for how long the.se .sub-registry offices have existed. Of 
course, if the honourable member can sufficiently c’onvinco the Govern- 
ment about the removal of a particular sub-registry office or offices 
to a more convenient place than where they are at present situated, 
I can assure him that Government wdll gladly consider lliow* cases. I 
would, therefore, ask the honourable member to bring to the notice 
of the Government .specific instances supported by public representa- 
tion that the prewmt allocation of those sub-registry offices is not 
conducive to public interest. If such representations are rec^dved by 
Government, I can assure the honourable members that all |)ossiHle 
steps will l>e taken to remove their legitimate grievames. 

Then, Sir, Dr, Xalinak.^ha San.\,»I lias referrctl to th<* recruitment 
of Sub-Registr^jc;*, A.s a matter of fact. I nia\ tell him, the present 
position and tlie rules as tln‘y :ipiM*ar to me, as far as 1 am concerntHl 
and as far a.s my knowledge its a new Minister about the working of 
the department goes, are not tlie last words anri cannot be the last 
words on the subject. At the same time I do not think Dr. Sanyai 
18 quite accurate in saying that the appointments of theiw* Sub-Regis- 
trars are not done by any technical authority. The procedure is this: 
Tnder the existing rule.s the appointment^ of Sub- Registrars are made 
on the nominations of Divisional f/ommis.sioners — I mean, nominations 
made by Divisional Commissioners on the recommendation of the 
Di.strict Officers of the Division. Some appointments are also made 
on the nominations of the Inspector-General of Registration, and 
those nominations are mainly reserved for the .son.s, children and 
relations of 


Dr. NALINAKiHA 8ANYAL: Influential people f 
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Th« Hon’lile Khan Bahadul M. ABDUL KARIM: Not necessarily. 
The Sub-Eegistrars or other departmental officers who have tendered 
26 or 30 years of service, if they die befoae retirement, certainly they 
have some claim on the department, and therefore, the nominations 
of the Inspector-General of Registration are mainly reserved for their 
SOBS and relations. Therefore it must he seen that the principle on 
which the appointments- are made are quite in consonance with reason, 
commonsense, humanity and justice. Therefore, I think, there is 
nothing to object to that. 


DFi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: There is a third category of direct 
nomination. 


Tha Hofi'blo Khan Bahadur M» ABDUL KARIM: As regards my 
nomination I may tell him that 1 am not free to act according to my 
vagaries of which so much has Wn said. I may also tell him that 
there are certain well-defined rules ac(‘ording to which 1 have to make 
my own nominations. The present procedure is this: We receive 
nominations frojii the lnsiK*ctor-Qeneral of Registration and from the 
Divisional Commissioners. Then we make our own decision and that 
decision is submitted to His Excellency the Governor and His 
Excellency the Governor sends them on to the Publii* Service Com- 
mission according to Rule of the Public Service Cominissit)n Rules, 
and then appointments are made after the ap])roval of the Public 
Service ('ommission. Now, the Public Servi<‘e Commission not being 
aatisfii'd \\ith llu' <'xisling arrangements, have of late asked the Provin- 
cial G<»veriinient not to send any applications to them at all. 
(Dr. Nai.inaksii\ S\nv\i. : Ib‘cause they know that decisions are taken 
already.) No, not that. 

There is amither diflicult\. There is a talk of comi>etitive examina- 
tion. Of course, if people want a thing like that, it is quite possible 
that by a process of evolution these appointments may be thrown open 
to competition at some distant date. So far as we are concerned, we 
are not prepared to consider that unless and until a more satisfactory 
arrangement is suggested by public bodies or public leaders. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You are not prepared to accept 
the principle of competitive examination? 


Th# Hofi'bln Khtii Bftlisifur M. ABDUL KARIM* If suggestions 

to that effect conite to us. we will certainly consider them/« but at 
present we havi no.^such idea under contemplation. 
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Rs. 19,57,300 for expenditure under the bead “ll—Begistration*' be 

reduced by Rs. 100 was. then put and a diVision taken with the 
following result : — 


AYBI-33. 


AMal Asb, MmIua M. 

AMal Hail, Mr. Miaa. 

AMal MaaiM. Mr. A. M. 

AMal Karin, Mr. 

Aft«al MaJM. Mr. tyaH (Naakkalf). 

AMal Mttalak Malik, Or. 

AMalla<Ai MahmaM, Mr. 

AMar Rakiaaa. Kkan 0«ka4ar A. F. M. 

AMar Ratkaatf. Maahri Mtf. 

AMai Skakaari, Maaivi M4. 

AkMar Raia Okaarikary, Kkaa laka^ar Maatvi. 
Akal Haikiai, Maalvl. 

Akal Natain Ahmak, Mr. 

Akaiad All Mriaka, Maaivi. 

Akaia^ Haaaln. Mr. 

railai Qaa4ir, Kkaa takatfar Maaivi. 

Fatiar Rakaiaa, Mr. (Dacca). 


Failar Rakmaa. Mr. (Myaiaailagk). 

NaAiaMia ttkaaikari, Maaivi. 

NaaiikaMia Akaiak, Kkaa lakik. 

JaainaMla Akaia«. Kkaa taklk MaatvI. 
MaairaMia AkkaaF, Maaivi. 

Makaaiantf AH. Kkaa Rakakar. 

Makaaiaiai lirail. Maaivi. 

Makanaia^ liNigaa, Kkaa iakaiar Or. lyM. 
Haaaraliak. Navakiatfa K. 

RaiiaiaMia Kfcwaja lir., K.O.I.I. 
•akaka-Alaai, Mr. lyak. 

•aliin. Mr. I. A. 
larajai lilaai, Mr. 

•kakakaiFia. Mr. Kkaraja. 0. 1. I. 
•akraararFy, Mr. H. I. 

Yaiaf, Ali CkaaFkary. Mr. 


NOEt~93. 


AMal Halil, Mr. Mia. 

AMal Nakcarn. Mr. (Kkulaa). 

AMal Hakim, Maaivi (Mymcasiagk). 

AMal Wakak Kkaa, Mr. 

AMal WakaF, Maaivi. 

AMar Raaf, Kkan BakaFar lhak (Raagyar). 

AMar Raiiak, Maaivi. 

Aka Hanaia, tarkar, Maaivi. ^ 

Ackaryya CkaaFkary, Makaraja laaki Kanta, at 
MaktagMka, Mymaacingk. 

AkmaF Ali Enayatpari, Kkaa BakaFar Maalaaa. 
AkmaF Kkaa, Mr. lyaF. 

Aaiir Ali Mia, Maaivi MF. 

Aaararai Ailm, Kkan BakaFar MF. 

AaimaFFia AkamF, Mr. 

Azkar Ali, Maaivi. 

BaFraFFaJa, Mr. lyaF. 

BaaarjN, tka Haa'kla Mr. Pramalka Ratk. 

Baaar|i, Mr. latya Friya. 

Barat Ali. Mr. MF. 

Barman, tka Haa'Ma Mr. UpaaFra Ratk. 

Bata, tka Haa’Ma Mr. laatHk Kaaur. 

Bkaarmik, Or. QaklaFa CkaaFra. 

Biiaraa, Baka Laktkmi Rarayaa. 

Bbaraa, Mr. laraaFra Ratk. 

Okakrakarty, Baka RaraaFra Rarayaa. 

CkaaFkari, Rai RaraaFra Ratk. 

B M p p aaFala, Mr. 4 . W. 

Oai. Rai takik Aaakal CkaaFra. 

Dm, Mr. MaanMkaa. 

Dm Bapta, Baka MkafaaFra Ratk. 

Dafta Bapta, Miaa Mira. 

DaMa MaaanFar, Mr. RHnraaFa. 

Fatlai Mac, Mw Maa'Ma Mr. A. K. 

Bkaaa, Mr. Atot Kriakaa. 



Baraag, Mr, Damkar liagk. 

BycaaFFIn AkmaF CkaaFkary, AlkMJ. 

HaMkallak, tka Haa’kla Rawik BakaFar IL, at 
Dacca. 

Haaaa Ali OkaarFkvry, Mr. lyaF. 

Haianwiiaman Maaivi MF. 

Haikam Ail Kkaa. Tka Han'kic Kkaa BakaFar 
Maaivi. 

Haslna MarikaF, Mn. M.B.E. 

Hatamally Jamadar, Khan lakik MaalvL 
IFria AkmaF Mia, Maaivi. 

Faaab All MalarnFar. Maaivi. 

KakiraFFIa Kkan, Kkaa BakaFar Maaivi. 

Kaiam Ali Mirra, lakIkraFa Kaaran Fak lyaF. 
Kkaa. Mr. Oabaadra tail. 

Kamar, Mr. Atal CkaaFra. 

KaaFa. Mr. Nirkltka Ratk. 

MePkartoa, Mr. B. P. 

MaJI, Mr. AFaralta Kamar. 

MaJamFar, Mrt. Hamaprava. 

MaaFal, Mr. AmrHa Lai. 

MaaFaf. Mr. Baaka Bakari. 

MaaFal, Mr. Birat CkaaFra. 

MaaFal, Mr. FagaaFra Ratk. 

MaaFal, Mr. Kriakaa PraaaF. 

Maalranamaa lalamakaFI, Maalaaa MF. 

Mafccia Ail. Mr. MF. 

Maakarlaa. Tka Haa’Ma Or. lyamapraaaF. 
MakammaF Afial, Kkaa BakaFar Maaivi lyaF. 
MakammaF Ikrakim, MaalvL 
Maakarraff Haaaala, Ramak. Kkan BMlaFar. 
Mavtagawaal Hapaa, Mr. lyaF. 

Raafear, Mr. Man CkaaFra. 

Raaakar All. Mr. lyaF. 

PaFFar, Mr. AanaCMM. 

PraauRlk, Mr. TarialaBarM. 

RMinaa. Kkaa BakaFar A.M.L 
Ba lMaFFI a TaraMar, MaaML 
Da nlniF F Ia AkanF, Hr. 
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Rtjr, Mr. Cftar* OkMtrM. 

ity, Kihiratf Raf Rahatfar. 

Rty. Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Ray, Mr. Patiram 
•alamddin Ahmad, Mr. 
laaaullah, Dr. 

•miyal, Mr. Saianka lakhar. 
taa, Mr. Atut Chandra. 

Ian, Mr. Dhlrandra Nath. 


•m, daftaft Ofcaadra, Ra/ iaAadar. 
Ihabadall, Mr. 

•liamwddiB Ahmad, tha Han'bla Mr. 
Ihamaaddia Ahmad Khandhar, Mr. 
•irdar, Bahu Litta Manda. 

•tark, Mr. A. P. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjaa. 
Yaaaiir Mina. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


The Ayes being •T3 and the Noes the motion was lost. 

The motion of Mr. V. Banerji tliat the demand of Rs. 19,57,300 
for exj>enditiire under the head “11 — Registration” be reduced by 
Bs. 100 was then put and lost. 

Ihe motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Saiiyal that the demand of 
Ra, 19,5/,d00 for expenditure under the head ^‘11 — Registration” be 
reduced by Jts. 100 was then j)ut and lost. 

The motion ot the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim that 
a sum ot Rs. 10,57,300 be granted for expenditure under the head 
”11 — Registiation” was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 


The House was tlnui adjourned at 11-40 a. in. till cS-30 a.m., on 
Thursday, the 12th March, 1942, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 , 

The Assemuly met in the Assembly House, (hileutta, ou Thursday, 
the 12th March, 1942, at 8-30 a.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker i^Mr. Syed jAEAEuniuN Hashemy) in the 
Chair, 8 Hon ble Ministers and 2(Mi members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Pirojpur Jail Yard. 

M40. Mr. UPENDRA HATH EOBAR: {a) 1h the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department aware — 

(t) that the \ard of the Pirojpur suh-jail is very low; 

(w) that it is over-flooded at the time of flow-tide in the rainy 
season ; and 

{tti) that the jail yard, which is kutclui, causes inconvenience to the 
inmates of tlie jail, during the rainy season K 

(b) If the answer to {a) is in the affinnative, what actions, if any, 
do the Government jiropose to take for the improvement of the said jail? 

MINISTER In charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (o> Ye.w. 

{b) Government have administratively approved a scheme for raising 
the level of the compound and of the floor of the buildings, increasing 
the accommodation of the sub-juil and enlarging the enclosure of the 
sub-jail at an estimated cost of Its. 23,749 and funds for the work will 
be provided as soon as possible. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state bow long this condition was going on? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say that. The 
papers do not show that, but the matter has been under discuision 
for at least a year, if not more. 
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Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIKS Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
lileased tto state whether the yard which will be raised will be a pucca 
or a kutcha yardP 

The Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is very difficult for 
me to say that. I have not got any previous intimation. 

Reo om ii i e fH tatiotii for improweiiiiiit of Boourity Prisonert’ Rules. 

M41. Mr. dNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR; (a) Will 
the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to 
state whether the Superintendent of the Hijli Special Jail, the District 
Magistrate of Midnapore and a non-official visitor of the Hijli Special 
Jail have made any recommendations for improvements of the Security 
Prisoners’ Rules as reported in Government Press Note, dated the 27th 
July, 1941 ? 

(h) If so, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table 
copies of their recommendations P 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action, if 
any, he has taken or proposes to take on the said recommendations? 

Tha Hon’bit Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes 

(b) I am not prepared to supply this information which is 
confidential. 

(c) The recommendations of the Jail Superintendent have been 
accepted and correction slips to the revised Bengal Security Prisoners’ 
Rules have been issued. The supply of better quality soap, as recom- 
mended by the District Magistrate, and tongue-scrapers, as recom- 
mended by Mr. Muhammad Mamtaj, is under consideration. The other 
recommendations made by these gentlemen have been found 
unacceptable. 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister please let us know what are the recommendations made by 
these gentlemen which have been found unacceptable? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Something about daily 
allowance, supply -of fish, diet allowance, twill shirts and punjabis^ 
and over and above that something which is not admissible under the 
rules. 


BJ. NARENDRA NATH DAB GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please eo^plain why these have been found ubaoeepiablw? ^ 
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Ths Hon’bto Mr. A. K» FAZLUL HUQ: Departures from ordi- 
nary rules are permissible only under certain limits. Theses recom- 
mendations cannot be accepted unless the rules are changed. The 
rules are now under consideration. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hou’ble Minister pleaae 
tell the House whether there was any recommendation as to the supply 
of blankets to the security prisoners? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister please 
let the House know whether any action has been taken ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The matter is still under 
consideration. We are in communication with the authorities in the 
neighbouring^ provinces regarding the regulation and comlition prevail- 
ing there. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is the Hou’ble Minister aware 
that two winter seasons liave passed but still the recommendations 
for blankets have not been given effect to? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 am not sure about two. 
One has passed. 


Amendments to Seourity Prisoners’ Rules. 

M42. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: U the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department aware — 

(i) that a Press Note was issued by the Dovemment on July 17, 
1941, announcing the summaries of the main amendments to 
the Security Prisoners* Rules; 

(it) that the said amendments were stated in the Press Note to 
have been made in consideration of the demands put forward 
by the security prisoners and several members of the Legis- 
lature on their behalf ; 

(tit) that the security prisoners of Hijli Special Jail intimated 
through several petitions to the Qovemment that they consi- 
dered the said amendments to be inadequate and unsatis- 
factory; * i ; A .P 

(iv) that they prayed for further amendiiienti of dM imid Bulie; 
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(v) that no reply to their petitions had as yet been received by 
• them; and 

(vi) that in the said Press Note the Government announced to 
instal a wireless receiving set at Hijli Special Jail? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the Government contemplate further amendment of 
the Security Prisoners’ Rules; if so, when; and 

(n) when the said radio set will be installed there? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of instituting 
enquiry into the grievances of the security prisoners of the Hijli Special 
Jail ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (0, («) and (n) I 

refer the honourable member to the Government Press Note of the 2(ith 
July, 1941, a copy of which is laid on the Library Table. 

(in) to (v) Yes. 

(h) (f) The matter is under my c^onsideration. 

(it) All the security prisoners at Hijli have since been transferred 
to other jails and the matter will be taken up again as soon us they are 
finally accommodated in one special jail. 

(c) T refer the honourable member to my answer to (6) (t) of the 
question. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
tell this House whether Government has in contemplation to send these 
prisoners to Buxar Duars? 

Th6 Hon’biB Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say. If the 
honourable member has got that information, 1 am not prepared to 
contradict him. It may be so. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister jilease 
tell the House that if those prisoners are sent to Buxar there will be 
great hardship on the prisoners and their relations who want to inter- 
view them and send information ? 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is a hypothetical quevstion. 

Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, Buxar is practically outside 
Bengal. It is nea^ the Himalayas 
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DEPUTY SPEAKERS You say if the prisoners are sent to 
Buxar. • 

Mr# CHARU CHANDRA ROYs Sir, the Hon’ble Minister just 
now practically adniilkMl that (ioverniiieiit has in conteinplutioii to 
send these prisoners to Jiuxar. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 .said that f cannot con- 
tradict him. It may he so. 


Number of tecurity prisoners under Defenoe of Indie Act eiNl 
ellowanoes. 

M43. Bibu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the non’hle Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to .state- — 

(a) the number of N^ urity prisoners in Ben|?al us on 30th Septem- 
ber, 1941 ; 

(h) the numW of prisoners convicted under the Defence of India 
Act, and the rules made thereunder up to 3(>th Septeml)er, 
1941 ; 

(c) the number of security prisoners referred to in clause (a) that 

are in receipt of any allowance from Government; 

(d) the uumb^T of applications for allowance that have Inten 

rejected ; 

<e) the uumlier of them that are still under consideration; and 
(/) the maximum amount paid for a aingrle prisoner? 


The Hon’Mt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) 529 

(b) The total numlxjr of “persons” convicted under the Defence of 
India Act and the nibs made Hiereunder was 1,341 to the end of 
September, 1941. 

(c) An allowance has l>een made to dei>endauts of 20 such prisoners, 

(d) Applications in 92 casee. 

(e) Applications in 28 cases. 

(/) Re.35 ^r mensem. 

Dr. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: With reference to answer 
(d), will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state whether the Govern- 
ment foUows any definite policy as regards granting allowance to 
security prisoners and if so, what it is? 
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Tili Hofl’llla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs The policy that has been 
in forcft hitherto is still in force. Applications are received and they 
are enquired into. If it is found that the dependants have not 
got sufficient means of livelihood or subsistence, for instance, if they 
have not got any relation or any source of income allowance is given. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEEs Was that principle fol- 
lowed in these 92 cases? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It must have been fol- 
lowed. But I may say that I do not personally approve of those rules. 
I am examining them. If I can possibly improve them, I shall do 
so. 


Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the minimum allowance granted? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Ks. 10 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether, in view of the difference betwen the informa- 
tion received by the members of this House and the information 
received by the department, Government will be pleased to appoint a 
committee to enquire into the genuineness of the case? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Where is the difference? 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: In one place you have said, 
“My information is otherwise.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: Where? I have not con- 
trad ic ted anything. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (f/), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to tell the House whether the Govern- 
ment will consider the desirability of reviewing the applications for 
the reavson that prices have considerably ^one up these days and also 
in view of the fact that questions have been asked relating to the 
subject from time to time on the door of the House? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The applications praying 
for revision are being recived, and I shall certainly consider them. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state who reviews these applications and whether they are 
ultimately seen personally by the Hon’ble Minister coneemed? 
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Th* Hon'bto Mr. A. K. FAZLOL HUQ: Tie applictions are 
received in office. As regards the other question. I hope the fionour- 
able member will not press it. 

Dfi NALINAK8HA SANYALs Will tbe Hou’ble Minister be 
plensed to state if it is a fact that the Hon'ble Minister in charjj^e bus 
been given charge of the Home Department on eomlitimi that he will 
not look into the hies of security prisoners!^ It is so strongly 
rumoured, 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That question does not ari.se. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 nev er said anything to 
infer that — 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You may. if \ou like, give the 
lie direct to that. The rumour is that the Home portfolio bus been 
given to the Home Minister on the distinct understanding given to 
His Excellency that he will not look into the files of security jirisoners. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The ruinour i.s untrue, 
maliciously false, not founded on facts and invented by some mis- 
chievous brain. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Thank you 

Mautana MD. ABDUL AZIZ: iiMni ^ 

answeril^T WT — ^ (JfPf convicted rniC!?' 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUL HUQ: c^rtf^ 51 ^, i 

Financial help to seourityjirisoner 8|. Prafulla Kumar Tripithl. 

M44. Bibu KHACENDRA NATH DA8 CUPTAl (a) U the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department aware — 

(t) that Sj. Prafulla Kumar Tripathi, a security prisoner, now 
detained in the Presidency Jail, Calcutta, has recently lost 
both his father and mother; 

(u) thi^t beipg the only son of his parents he had to perfonn Sradh 
oeremoniea in jailF 
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(iit) that he applied to the Government for monetary help !or the 
* performance of these ceremonies but the help was refused; 
{iv) that he had to incur debt for the purpose; and 
(v) that he has no source of income out of which he can bear these 
costs? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) the reason for refusing the help for performing the Sradh; and 

(u) whether he contemplates reconsideration of this case? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAILUL HUQ: (a) (i) and (m) Yes. 

(u) He was granted home leave to perform Sra/Ih ceremonies on both 
the occasions, hut he performed the Sradh ceremony of his father in 
jail. 

{iv) It is ]mderst(Kid that the priest who officiated at the ceremony 
in the jail incurred wune expenditure on behalf of the prisoner. 

(t>) He has a house and some thirty highas of landed property. 

(h) (t) There were no exceptional circumstances in this case, and the 
request was refused in accordance with Bengal Security Prisoners^ 
Rule 4a (2). 

(u) No. 


Family allowanoe for security prisoner SJ. PratuI Cobinda Dob. 

*145. Mr. JATINDRA NATH CHACKERVERTY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state 
whether Sj. PratuI Oobinda Deb arrested at Bangpur is being detained 
in the Hijli Special Jail, since 30th May, last? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that PratuI Gobinda Deb had a tailoring shop at Rangpur; 
(ti) that the said shop has been close# owing to his detention ; 

(Hi) that the income from the said shop was the means of mainten- 
ance of his family consisting of his old parents; and 
(rr) that owing to the closing of the shop the family has l)een in 
a very destitute condition? 

(r) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, is the Hon'ble Minister 
considering the desirability of granting a monthly allowance for tha 
maintenance of his old parents? 
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The Hon'We Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: («), (b) (.) and (..) T«. 

(Hi), (iv) and (c) Iso. 

M&uivi ABU HOS8AIN BARKER: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state who has supplied him the information on which he 
bases his answer “No’’? 

Mfe DEPUTY SPEAKER: That you cannot ask. He cannot state 
the source of information. 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN 8ARKER: I want to know whether the 
information has been supplied by the Intelli^^ence Branch or the I>i8- 
trict Magistrate. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That he cannot answer. 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN BARKER: Why not? My point is this: 
What is the source of hi.s information. There is no secrecy about it. 
It may be one departnient or the other. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: He cannot possibly give the source of 
his information. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the source of his information to show that after the 
closing of the .shoj) the fannl\ is not in a very destitute condition P 
Is there any other s«>urce of income to the family? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The onl\ informatioa 
available to me with regard to the prisoner which I am prepared to 
place before the Hou.se i.s that th<* jiri.soner is unmarried and that the 
monthly income from the tailoring shop which has been closed down 
after his arrest was Rs. 2d only. His father has a home and property 
and he is not a destitute. That is the information I have got. If 
the honourable member thinks that the matter should be revieived^ 
I shall be willing to do so if an application is made. 

f 

DistNirsement of the amount budgeted for MahamohapeiRiyeya Haridet 
Sfdhantebigish. 

MSB, Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Deffartment be pleased to staite 
whffll was the amount of Rs. 4,000 jmssed by this House in the Budget 
for 1939-40 paid to Mahamohapadhyaya Haridas Sidhantabegiah? 

(h) If the whole amount has not yet been paid, will the Hxm'ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons therefor.*^ 
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MINISTER in oharit of tho EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’bM Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim): (a) Rs. 2,000 was paid 
in 1940. 

(b) The balance is due to be paid on completion of the work and the 
work has not yet been completed. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to let us know whether there was any stipulation that the 
amount would be paid only after the completion of the work ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: That was the 
understanding between the department and the Mahammohapadhyaya. 

Mauivi Mdt I8RAIL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to 
state if the work is not completed whether the balance would be paid 
at all? 

Tha HonW Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: That is a matter 
for consideration. 

SJ, NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: In view of the fact that 
the Mahammohapadiiyuyu requires money for the completion of his 
work and also in view of the fact that the sum of Ks. already 

given will not cover all his expenses, will the Hou’ble Minister consider 
the question of making payment of the balance sum of Hs. 2,011(1 as 
early as possible with a view to helping him in accelerating his work 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Government 
is not in a position to say whether Ixovernmeut will be prepared to pay 
more than what is stipulated in the Budget. 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA; That is not my question, 
Sir. The Hon’ble Minister has said that the balance sum of Rs. 2,000 
will be paid after the completion of the work, but my question is 
whether, if the Mahammohapadhyaya requires the balance sum imme- 
diately, Government will be prepared to make payment earlier. 

Tht Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Yes, Govern- 
ment will have no objection to paying the balanoa sum of Rs. 2,000 
sooner than the stipulated time. 

Mauivi McL ISRAIL: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether there is any time-limit within which the Mahammeha- 
padhyaya has been asked to compkrte this particular work and if he 
fails to complete his work by that time he will not get the promised 
irrantP 
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Th« Him’bte Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The Maham- 
mohapadhyaya gave us to understand that he would t^ke five years 
to complete the work of translation of the Mahabharata. 

Evacuees from Burma and Far East. 

M46A. (Short notick. ) Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: (a) 

Is the Hon'ble Minisier in charge of (he Home Department aware that 
a large number of evacuees, who are resi<lents of the Province of 
Bengal, from Burma, Malaya, Singapore, Hongkong, IVming and 
other enem\ -occupied territories have come hack to this Province ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state the number of such evacuees.^ 

ic) Is it a fact tliat a large number of |H‘ople }iuvt‘ become 
unemployed b\ such evacuation!*" 

{d ) If so, are the (iovernment considering the desirability of holding 
an enquiry to determine — 

(/) the miniber of such evacuees; 

Hi) the districts to which they belong; 

{in) (he places where they have settled; 

(tr) their previous occupation; and 

(ri the number of dependants of each person who liave lost their 
occupation ? 

(e) Do the (Government contemplate making any imovision for such 
unemployed ])ersonsi’' 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq); (or Yes. 

(6) The number is not known, 

(c) Government liave no information but presume that it is so. 

(d) and (e) I regret that it is not imssible to undertake any such 
enquiry without interfering with the immediate task before tbe local 
officers, viz., to arrange for the reception and comfort of evacuees, of 
whom there is n continuous influx into this Province. 

Mr. DHIRENORlk NATH DATTA: Will the llon'iile MiniHler be 
be pleased to state bow the enquiry^ sought for will interfere with the 
immediate task before the local officers as mentioned in tbe answer? 

Tha Hon’bia Mr; SANTOBlI KUMAR BtAiUs That will certainly 
be an addi^onal burden upon them so far as their immediate work ii 
concerned. 
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Mr..OHIRENDRA NATH OATTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
of the fact that there are other non-official agencies to arrange for the 
receplioii and comfort of evacuees? 

The Hon’Me Mr. SAMTOSH KUMAR BASU: I am fully aware of 
tliiit, hut that does not lighten the task of the officers because they have 
also to look after the reception and comfort of evacuees. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
ot the fact that iH'sides the evacuees who have come and are coming to 
Calcutta, there are many evacuees who have gone to other districts 
where no arrangement for their reception and comfort is made by the 
(Government ? 

The Hon’hle Mr. SANTOBH KUMAR BA8U: T am aware of the 
fact tliat evacu(‘es have gone to other districts of Bengal, but I am not 
aware of tlie tact lliat there is no arrangement for their rece]>tion and 
comfort. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to make an empiiry into the fact that there i.s no arrangement 
for recejition *und comfiirt of evacuees in places otiier than Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: It my honourable 
friend will l>e pleased to supjily me with the names of the places where 
such things have occurred, 1 shall l>t» glad to emjuire into the matter. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Sir, ’he answer as given to 
clauses (<I) and (c) does not cover the question in clause (c), viz., “Do 
the (lovernment contemplate making any provision for such unemployed 
persons?” Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state, “Yes or 
No?” 


The Hott’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: No provision can be 
made for .such unemployed persons without first ascertaining who they 
are. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hoif’ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of making an enquiry sought for 
after that immediate task is completed? 

Th« Hoil’bM Mr. 8ART08H KUMAR BA8U: I think |hat can be 

done. 
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Dr. 8URESH CHANDRA BANER<IEE: Does the OoveniiiieQt keep 
a register of such evacuees so that subsequently whatever is necessary 
may be done? 

The Hoffi’bie Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: (ioveniinent is not at 
present engaged in keeping registers, but they are engaged in looking 
after the comforts of the evacuees. 

Dr. SURE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon Me Minister 
be pleased to state how cun the (io\ eminent expe<‘t repayimmt to be 
made b\ the evacue{*s if they do not keo|> any record aliout them? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The record, so fur 
as is kept, is in the shape of railway warrants which are issued to these 
evacuees on a i>r(miise for repayment. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Do not the Goverumoni 
think it necessary that a record contuining the names of the evacuees, 
from where the\ conic, to vn Ihtc tliey \^il! go or int4*m] to go -all tliese 
should l>e kept by the Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: Probably it may ho 
necessary fiom certain jmiiits ot view but cerlainls it i.s not necessary 
from the point of view ol finding tint whcthei tbe\ are employed or 
unemployed. 

Dr. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the llon'Mo Minister 
be pleased to give us an assurance that such a kmomI will he kept? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 1 am not in a [losition 
to give any such assurance. 

8]. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the HorPhle Minister 
be pleased to state what arrangements have Wen made for the recep- 
tion of the evacuees? 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: This is too large 
question for me to an.swer at the present moment. 

Mr. NikUNJA BEHARI MAiTI: Will the Ifon'Me Minister be 
pleased to state if the Government are doing anything neces.sary for the 
evacuees ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOfcH KUMAR fliASU: ¥hey are doing a 

great deal. 
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Mn $IBNATH BANERJBE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how the evacuees are being given comfort, whether in the shape 
of money or in edibles, (and if in money whether any record is kept of 
the money given? 

The Hofi’hle Mr. BANTOSH KUMAR BASU: The evacuees are 
being given relief in the shape of edibles, particularly by providing 
them with railway passages, and a record is kept of such provision. 

MmiIvi MD. IBRAIL. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the Government will make any arrangement for appoint- 
ing a Special Officer for looking after the comforts of the evacuees who 
are coming to Chittagong? 

The Hon’hle Mr. BANTOBH KUMAR BABU: 1 think Government 
have already allotted a Special Officer for looking after the e\acuees in 
(’hittagoiig, and a S[)ecial Officer has been appointed to my knowledge 
in ('alcutta. 

Mr. J. W. CHIPPENDALE: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state whether most of the eva(‘uees are pef>ple of provinces other than 
Bengal ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Yes, 1 think so. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Ilon'ble Minister l>e pleased 
to state whether the evacuees from Chittagong are getting sjxH’ial 
steamers ’from Chandpur to Goulundo, when they want to come to 
Calcutta vtd Goalundo nml whether there is therefore tremendous con- 
gestion in the tiuiiiN, for want ol special trains? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BANTOBH KUMAR BASU: 1 do not think that 
is corrcrt. So far as 1 know, there has been no congestion in the matter 
of jjassage of these evacuees. 

Mauivi MD. IBRAIL: Will the Hon'hle Minister be pleased to state 
whether Government are making any arrangement, with regard to the 
evacuees coming from Burma on foot to Chittagong, for their going 
safely to their respective villages? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BANTOBH KUMAR BABU: Yes. I think so. 

Dr. NALINAKBHA SANYAL: AVith reference to the answer just 
now given that there is no congestion in the trains, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be nleased'to state what is the source of his information, and 
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wiJI he be pleased to state if he had ever been to the railway station to 
find out if people were hanging on the foot-boards of the train* coining 
to Calcutta from Goalundo? 

The Hon’bte Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Yes, at tjnw's conges- 
tion does take ]>laee on uecount ol t})<‘ p.iueity of intonnat ion Iroin the 
plaic from where they travel, l)ut arrangement has recently been made 
so that information may bo obtained l)y telephone from (Joalundo in 
order that arrangeniefit'' for eas\ jia-">ag«‘ nia\ la* inade l)v proNidiiig 
them with railway accommodation. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Ilofi’ble Min-sler be pleased 
to 'slate il il i^ a fa<t that the^(‘ (‘vaenees wen* mostly (oniing from 
< h). o oiio (,ii board the '<teano‘i or b\ (rain f<n s< s'eral lionrs after they 
had b'lt the Chittagong I*ort or ('hamlpur ami that the railwu>s get 
amjrle time to intimate tlie (rovernment a-^ to “ht* nuiiiliet r>t (‘vacuees 
aeliialh coming in the s1(‘aniei. and will the llon’ble Minister bo 
pleaded tf> ^tat(* how the positHOi eari be helped in the matter of g(‘tting 
earl\ information at (roulundo^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: If tiformation is 

gi\en b\ telegrams iiom Chittagong (he^e telegiams r(*acil 
('on^lde^abi s alt(*i tin* time of arrival of the e\ai uees 1 h<‘ms(*lveH. 
Telegrani'' leaidi Cabulta in man\ eas(*s mmdi ]at«*r than fho 
pvaeuees lhems(d\(‘s. ]'oi this leason it has been arranged 
that tidephonic eommnnieat ion trom Goalnndo should be obtained 
and tl’.e ICiilway Comjrames, particiilarl\ tin* llengal-Nag-jmr Itailwaty, 
should be nilormed that a<'eommodaf ton shmild be jirovirb'd. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; Will the Hon’bb* Minister bo 
pleased to state v^hat measuies have be<*n taken to ensure that the 
railwa\s are making arrang-ements to enable passengers to Is* cletired 
from (Joalundo to Calcutta with some amount of < f>infort ‘r 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU; My information is 
that there is no eonge.stiou at (joalundo, but if there is aii\, I trust the 
honourable memlier will exert his iiifluenee with the Eengal ami Assam 
Railway Advisory f'ommittee of which he is a prominent figure, to 
relieve that (‘ongestion. As for the (fovernment, Government will 
certainly do its jwrt. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the ITruCble Minister be 
pleased to state if (iovernment lia%e takep any measures to asicrtaiii 
whether there is scandalous eonge.stiou in the Chittagong Mail during 
the last few days? 
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Th« Hon’Me Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BASU: Government do not 
know wlijft congestion is scandalous and what is not. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I want a direct reply. I want- 
ed a reply as to whether Government have taken any measures to 
asceiiuju whether trains coming down from Goalundo, ]>articiilarly the 
Chittagong Mail, are- getting scandalously congested during the last 
few days ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hailwa y matters are matters of Central 
Government . 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. Sir, we do not want the Secretary 
io mislead you. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; Dr. Sanyal, you cannot say that the Secre- 
tary is misleading me. It is not lair to sa> that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I found him doing so. It is 
not a (|ueslion of opinion. S(‘cretary should better ke(‘p (juiet when 
you are there, 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What i.s your question? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: ^ly (piestion is whcdher the Govern- 
ment of Jhmgal have taken any measures to ascertain it trains coming 
down from Goalundo taking evacuees, particularlv the (Chittagong 
Moil, me lieinjf .Mcamlal<m!.l\ (■(mj’t'.slial duriii}' the last lew days, 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: ]). •fore y<»u get the answer, will you 
kindly tell me how could you anticipate that Secretary misled me or 
that Se<’n‘tar\ gave me that information? I would recjuest you to 
withdraw that remark. You cannot ])ass that sort of remark that Sec- 
retary misled me. I am doing my work and you know that 1 am trying 
to accommodate you with regard to this jiarticular question. I have 
given you all jKKS.sihle facilities, and I do not think it is fair to pass 
nuch a remark. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I would he only too glad to 
withdraw my remark if you kindly let me know what the Secretary 
spoke to you immediately before. 

Mt*. DEPUTY SPEAKER* It was nl>solutely between myself and 
Secretary*. You have no right to ask for it. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, that i» a thing which everylwdy 
saw in this House. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I would request you to 
withdraw that remark. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I would again .submit to you 
that there is no ([uestion ot withdrawal on a matter of fat t. If the 
Seeretary has said something <‘1 m‘ ami if T am told that it was a different 
matter, I wouhl most gladK withdiaw my remark. Hut if the Seeretary 
has said that it i*^ a railway matter, then I numt ^ay that 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: On a point ot ordei. Sir Is 
Dr. Saiual in order when he a'<k^ th<* Ilon’ble D(‘]>ut\ Speaker to 
diselo^^c' what the Secretary ha'^ s[»ok«‘n to himV 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: No. he latinot ask that (|Uestion. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Tlien he must withdraw that 
remark. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir. I lone asked whether the 
(i(nei nniriit of Ihuigal ha\e taken an.\ steps 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That ([uestion will come later on. What 
I am saving is that it is not fait on your ])art to pas*, such a rcmiark, 
and I ho])e voii wdll withdraw it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I will most M)ud)\ withdraw' if voii 
assure me that he did not say that. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; That wa^ absolutely a different matter. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: If you say tluit it is not that advice 
which he gave 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am not advised by Secretan’ in any 
matter. You have no right to anticipate that. I go in my own way. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Then I would gladly withdraw it. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister 
please tell us if any Government officer has been potted in Chandpur 
and Goalundo to look after the comforts of the evacuees? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BASU: 1 think arrangements 
have bet'fj made to post local officers to look after the evacuees. I can- 
not give you details now. 


Mr, YUSUF ALI CHOUDHURY: Is the IW hie Minister aware 
that there is no medical and sanitary urrangemonts given ]>y (lovern- 
ment at (ioulundo (Jhat and that two persons have died recently? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BASU: T do not know 
whether medical assistance has been ]>n)\ided for by (rovernment, hut 
on» exp(‘cts that tin* District Hoard will play its part in this matter. 

Mr. YUSUF ALI CHOUDHURY: Th(‘ District Hoard has deputed 
tw<y doctors at (hyalundo (ihat and other sanitar> arrangements^ have 
been made, but from the (iovernment side no arrangcunents hav(‘ been 
made, and for that reason two jxusons have dic'd. 


The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU; I am not sure that 
these two jH'rsons died U*c’aus(‘ (iovernment have not m.ich' an\ pr(j»\i- 
sion although the District Hoard has. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, in view of the fact that 
many of the answcTs arc* ba.sed on suimises, will (iovernnHUit c'ontem- 
plate the devsirahilit \ cef making a chdinite staiemcMit in the' near future 
n.M to the steps («(n(MnmcMi( liave takc*n in the* distri<‘tN a^ wt‘ll as in the 
city of Calcutta with rc'gard to the rece])tion and comfort of the 
evacuees ? ♦ 


The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: If an opportunity 
oflFers itself to me, I will take that opiK>rtunity. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: qft- 

Tfu fro ^ 


The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: I am afraid no each 
information has reaehed me, but I shall try to find out what is the 
position. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 
(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Politioal prisoner Samar Roy. 

68. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT MAJUMDAR: (a) Will tho IFmrble 
Minister in charg-o of the Tlonie Department be ploase<l to state whethor’*- 
political prisoner Samar Hoy, who is at present bnlged in Jessoro Jail> 
is suffering from any serious ailments? 

(b) If the answer to is in the aflirmati%e, will the llon’blo 
Minister l)e pleiised to state — 

(i) what is the nature of winplaints he is suffering from; 

(n) what arrangements, it any, have been made for his proper 
treatment; 

N (ifi) whether he has be<*n placed in Ihvision 1, II, or 111; 

(it-) his weight <i!i first admission to Jail with date; and 

(f) his latest recorded weight with date? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. PAZLUL HUQ: (a) and (b) ii) 'Fhe jirisoner, 
who is at ])resent in the Tfooghl\ .lail, has no serious symptoms hut 
occasionally complains of vague pain in the alHioiniMi which is relieved 
as soon as he is put on milk diet. 

(//) He lias been thorougiiiy examined at the Medical Co 
Hospitals and the c'ourse of treatment indicated h\ them is Ixdng 
followed . 

(til) Division III in Jail. 

(tv) 12H Ihs? on 18th July, IfMO. 

( T- ) Ido Ihs. (m 10th Fehruar} , JOIlJ. 

Mr. NiSHITHA NATH KUNDU: With referen((‘ to his answers 
(a) and {b) (i) and ui), will it Is* possible for the Hon’hlo Minister to 
tell us sinc e w lien he i-c <-oinplaining of 'ague* pain in the alxloinen and 
when he was last examined in the Medical (\)llege Hospitals? 

The Hoffi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: He wa.s first admitted on 
the 18th July, 1940, and he must have been examined immediately 
after, but I .cannot give the exact date. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister |te 
pleased to say whether there was an X-ray examination made in thU 
case? 


The Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I ran not say that. 
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MaintHNuiM allomiHM for fmilieo of two soourity prisoneiv. 

0 

ea Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULY: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charg’e of the Home Department be pleased to state — ► 

(i) whether the security prisoners (1) Sreejut Charu Chandra Roy, 
and (2) Sreejut Tarani Bhusan Shome of Dacca now lodged 
in the Hijli Special Jail have been granted any allowance for 
the maintenance of their families; and 

(n) whether an enquiry was made about the condition of their 
families? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (li) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ ble 
Minister l)e pleased to state the result of the enquiry ? 

(c) Is the Hon 'ble Minister aware — 

(1) that Sreejut Cham Chandra Roy was the only earning member 

of his family consisting of his mother, two younger brothers 
and a sister of marriageable age : 

(li) that Sreejut (.'ham (’handra Roy’s family is, since the death 
of his fatljer, in a starving condition; and 

(lit) that Sreejut ('ham ('handra Roy was an advertising agent of 
newspapers and was earning from Rs.50 to Rs.GO l)er 
mensem ? 

•((/) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware- - 

(i) that Sreejut Tarani Bhusan Shome uas tl»e only earning male 
member of his family consisting ot his mother, aunt, 
sister and sister-in-law’, jUI widows; 

■(ff) that they are now in a starving condition; and 

(Iff) that Sreejut Tarani Bhusan Shome while on detention was 
granted allowance on previous occasions? 

(р) Is the Hon' ble Minister considering the desirability of granting 
4iny allowance for their families? 

Thi Hoii’IHd Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (t) (1) No. 

(2) Yes. 

(tt) Yes. 

(6) The enquiry did not reveal facts justifying the conclusion that 
am allowance is essential in the case of Babu Charu Chandra Roy. 

(с) (i) and (it) My information is otherwise. 

(in) I have no precise information. 
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(d) (f) iDformation now available ia to the effect that this is so. 

(ti) They are reported to be in distress and supported by relatives. 

{Hi) Yes. 

(e) (1) Not in the case of Sreejut Cham Chandra Roy. 

(2) Does not arise in the ease of Sreejut Tarini Bhusaii Shonie. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With nferenee to his answer 
(a) (/) (2), vill the Hon’ble Minister he phrased to state how much has 
been ^jranteil to the family of Tarani Bhusan Shome as family 
allowance ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 will pve you the full 

infonnatioii that 1 have ^ot He had hetui (Mnph*\e<l in Bharat Insur^ 
ance Company then hut not after IJhtS. He claimed when interviewed 
by the Distiict Ma^^istrate. Mr. (ieor;jrc. to la* at the time of tin* arrest 
the or^'aniM^r of another in.suranee company wdiich had admittcally paid 
him nothing* and to have been Imt not now tlie pioprietor of a priiitinj^ 
work. He now (daims to hav(» nunle nn)ney by llie sale oi cotton mill 
share.s — this was not nienti<ui(‘d in his pre\iou.s petitions nor to the 
INstrict Magistrate on interview. He had a few cows in what he called 
a dairy at liis rented Dacca house. 1I(‘ was. m la< t, dt'jHmilent on his 
brother lailit and w’as reported to ha\e no income of his own in S 
terabf’r, IDtO. The po.ssibilit) ha« been suggcste<l that Lalil has since 
fhen died and further <‘mjuiries aie Udng imnhc 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Wilt the H oTi'ldc Minister be 

pleased to state how much allowaruc has hccn given to liis family!'' 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ * |{s. '.iO ))i'r iiii'iiM'iii. 

Maulvi MD. I8RAIL: With reteren<‘t‘ to answer (//), will tlie 
Hon’Ide Mini.ster be plea.sed to state the nature of enf]Uirv that was 
made in this case and the reason which led Hovemment to think that 
it is not essential to pay any allowance to Babu Charu (’handra Roy? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ; The entiuirv was made by 
the Collector through propt»r agtuicie.s. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Ilon'ble Minister l>e 
pleased to state in relation to (jiiestion ir) and the answer thereto what 
he really means. The Hon’hle Minister has .said: “My information is 
otherwise.” Here I want to know that when an information rt*ceived 
by members of this House and the informuiifm received hy the dejiart- 
neiat are different whether Government think it nee«»ssary to hold a 
joint committee of enquiry and enquire into the matter. 
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The Hofi’bie Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: The language that I haye 
used isj: ‘'My information is otherwise.’’ That means that the allega* 
tiun niude in the (question is not true. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (c) (/) 

(?/) \v}i(‘re it is state<l : “My inforinatioii is otherwise”, will the 
Ifon’hle Minister he pleased to tell the House what precisely his 
iiiforiiiation is? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; The infonnatirm is. as I 
have said, u denial of the allegation nia<l(‘. If the honourable member 
huH leason to iKdieve that it was otherwise, 1 shall be obliged it he will 
kindly address me. Then I shall make an einjuiry. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the HouTde Minister please 
tell the Tlnuse when the empiirv was made? Is it before the <leath of 
('haru Habu’s fatlier or after that? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: I must have notice. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether tin* informatifui of the d(‘partment differs from 
the information receiv(‘d by honourable members and, if so. whether a 
joint einjuiry can be held? 

ThQ Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am afraid m\ honourable 
friend has not folloNsed what 1 haNe saitl. A" la'gards tin* facts un 
oiHiuir\ was iiiadt* and they w’cre fo\ind collect. Thertdore 1 have said : 
“M> inionuation is otlicrw ix(‘.“ I have m> ]a*m(mal information. 

Point of Order. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: (hi a point t>f order, Sir. Section 
51 of tlic (fuveininent td Imlia A<‘t, lOdb, hl\^ dt>wn the definite eondi- 
tioiis under which the Ministers will be paid their salaries and the 
(*ir<mmsi;un cs und(‘r which these •^alaries can be changed. Section 
51 (V) la\s down that the salaries ot Ministers shall be such as the 
Pnoincial l/egi>lature may from time to time by Act of the IjCgisla- 
ture iletermine and until the Provincial Legislature so determine shall 
be iletenuineil by the iioveriior: provided that the salary of a Minister 
shall not Ih^ varied during his term of office. Accordingly T gave notice 
of a cut motion of Rs. HH) to raise a discussion alnmi the failure of 
(Jovernmeiit to take necessary steps to reduce the salaries yf Ministers. 
It is not a cut motion on the salary itself. A cut motion on the salary 
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itself might be considered to he out of order, because it is a charged 
revenue, \ ut it is a motion to (luestion the manner in which the (Govern- 
ment have failed to take recourse to section 51 (J) where it is provided 
that fn)m time to time the Legislature will determine the Ministers’ 
aalaries and where also it is stated that this salary of a Minister shall 
not l>e varied during his term of office. T submit when the new 
Ministry has been formed, the term of office of the old Ministers having 
terminated the (luestion of fixing the salary has been reopened and it 
is the duty of the present Ministry to come forward with proposals 
for salaries of the new Ministers, If they do not dt» it, the House will 
not have an opportunity to fix the salary. 

Now, Sir, the provision of law is that so h»ng as the Provincdal 
Legislature do^‘^ not determine, it shall he determined hy the (tovernor. 
1 submit it is in order to raise a dis<-ussion on that issue that 1 have 
projjoserl my cut motion, atid I do not find in the order ])aper my cut 
motion included 1 submit tliat it is not lair either on the ]iart of the 
office or on the part of the Speaker, exen if he is very exalted in his 
position — I do not want to (juestion his ruling — it is not fair nor is it 
■I'onipeieiit for him to go against the (Government of India Act itself and 
seek to provide protection to the Ministers against such a motion of 
mine. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Ail that I may tell you is that your 
motion hit" been disallowed b\ (he Ilon’ble Speaker. I will consider 
the matter in the line as to whether J am competent to interfere with 
the decision of the Hon’hle Speaker. 1 will consider this later on. 
Meantime J shall pr(*ceed with the ordinary husiness of the House, 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: As 1 have already submitted, the 
iSpeaker has no authorit\ to go agiiinst the Government of Jndia Act. 

Mr, DEPUTY 8PEAKER; I will have to eonsider whether 1 am 
competent to intertere witli the decision of the Sjieaker. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: This is a matter wbiih 1 have been 
pres.sing upon you tor the last two days. You have all the rights of 
the Speaker. You are in the (’hair. If you do not g^ve your decision, 
it is impossible to (urrv on the work of this House. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER; In this particular matter I will go 
through the relevant section you have referred to. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I submit that in the meantime the 
dificussioQ on the General Administration should be postponedL 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I wil] first of all oonsider whether I am 
competent to /<ive any decision. i»et us now proceed with the work. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: That is why I have been pressing* 
upon you for the last two days. How can we allow you to proceed 
unless you give your decision on this point? This is absurd. We do 
not propose to be guided by anyl>ody outside the House. We want to 
have the Ministers’ salaries definitely decided. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I shall deal with it later on. 

Notice of Cut Motion. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: On a point of information and 
also on a point of privilege, Sir. I sent two notices for two cut motions. 
Your othce must have received them l)etore the lOth March. I have 
now received a letter from your ofli(*e wliich is as follows: “With refer- 
ence to yfuir notices regarding Hudget cut motions, I am desired to 
inf(»rm you that they have been rejected hy the Ilon’ble Speaker as 
they were received too late.” Sir, the only rule which controls notices 
of motions is rule db, clause (.2) requiring ten days’ notice. If my 
notices were received in the office })efore the KHh March, certainly 
there was clear ten days’ time lH*<*ause the <'ut motions in regard to the 
policy about Jails and (’(»nvi<t Settlements will be taken up on the 
2l.st March and that in regard to police on the 2drd March next. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: 1 will eiuiuire into the matter. I shall 
let you know later on. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

25—Gencr«l Administration— General Administration. 

The Hon*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor, I In^g to move that a sum of 
Rs. 1,27,42,0(K) be granted for expenditure under the head “25 — General 
Admini.stration — General Admini.stration.” 

(Mr. M. Farhad Baza Choudhury rose to speak.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I have your ruling, Sir, before 
the <‘ut motions are taken up? 


Mr.«OEPUTY 8PEAKER: I shall give it later 
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Or. NALINAK8HA 8AHYAL: Shull I get it in the course of th» 
dayP 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, I think so. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Thank you. Sir 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITi: May 1 know, Sir. why item 
No. 2 has heeii passed over? 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: I haw made a sli^dit ehan^e in con- 
sullation with the leaders ol different parties. Item N«». 2 will he taken 
up later. 

Mr. M. FARHAD RAZA CHOUDHURY: Mr Dtpnty Speaker, 
Sir. I hen’ t(» move tliat the dtunaiid (ff Its. 1,27,42,000 undcM’ the hi*ad 
“(lem'r.il Admirnsfrat iofi*’ he reduced by Es. 100 My purjiose in 
moving tliis token cut motion is to draw the attentif>n of Government 
and memh«*rs of this Ihuise t(» the illepil and arbitrary [letivitioH of 
the District M an i>t rates of Noakhali ami Tijipeni and the manner in 
which the provi.>ion.s oi the Delema* ot India Eul(‘s have been ^roHsly 
misused. 

Sir, District Map-islrates are very resjumsible officeis of G(»verninent 
and have been vestcMl with extiaordinary powers under the Defence of 
India Act to counteract and prevent subversive activities ‘ directed 
against the \sar efforts of Go\ernment Hut I am confident that little 

did the framers oi the Ar t dream that the v\ ide sco|m* oi the law would 

be Used as a weapon ot oppie^sioii a^minst le^^itimutr* activities of 
political organisations. 

Theoretically >peaking, District Magistrates are the permanent 
executives of Government who uie supposed to jmssess no political bias 
or jirejudice. 

Hut it is a moot point how far this is po.ssible or practicable in 
actual life. 

Then again there is another important psychological factor which 
often plays a great part in inducing responsible offie^Ts of Government 
to go out of their way to try and win favour of their political muHters. 

I refer to the element <»f human ambiti<ui: thi.s weakness of man has 

been lesptmsihle for many grave misdeeds. And greater men than 
mere District Magistrates have succumbed to this. It is no wonder, 
therefore, that these two District Ofticer>, who belong to the inferior 
service and are now holding officiating appointmenti* of listed postft: 
should try to curry favour of their new ]}olitical mat ■ ts by iiarassin^ 
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the members of an organisation politically hostile to the one person who 
has in ^liis power to make or mar their future. And the knowledge 
that that person is quite capable of being influenced by such eifra- 
ordinary zeal on their part has been an incentive in leading such 
responsible officers astray. 

Nom', Sir, 1 shall give instances of the flagrant abuse of the Defence 
of India Act by these two ambitious officers, I shall, first of all, take 
the District Magistrate of Noakhali. He it was that was responsible 
for a ])u' lic notification calling upon the general public, under threat 
of prosecution, to give a reception to the Hon’ble Ministers. Can any- 
one imagine a baser abuse of tlie powers of a District Officer? Has 
anyone ever heard of such a fantastic order of compulsion? I ask 
you, Sir, if such a conduct of a responsible officer of Government can 
be tolerated by any sober Government? 

Then again this District Officer prior to the arrival of the Hon’ble 
JHInisters rounded up influential ])ersons who had given magnificent 
reception to the Muslim League Delegation and passed orders of intern- 
ment and externment. Four Muslim licague members, one a passed 
student, two jiierchants and another a candidate for the ILA. Examina- 
tion were interned for five months. Another boy was given the savage 
punishment of being interned tor one year for no reason whatsoever 
other than participation in slogans against Mr. Fnrdul Huq. 

Then the Secretary of the District Muslim I^eague and his clerk 
were each interned for three months. Notices \^e^e also served under 
the DefeiH’e of India Rules on a l*ress for having j»ublished a docu- 
ment in which tfie treacherous act of Mr. Fuzlul Hu«i was fully 
explained. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN BARKER: On a point of order, Sir. Is 
the word “treacherous” which the honourable meinher has used in 
describing (he (’onduct or the allcg^ed conduct of the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister f)arliamentary ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 could not catch what he exactly said. 

I shall send for. the otliciul record and see what wa> the exact w^rd he . 
used. 

Mr. M. FARHAD BAZA CHOUDHURY: On the day of the arrival 
of the Hon ’hie Ministers at Noakhali complete hort^t was observed by 
the public. But the overzealous Magistrate served notices on the shop- 
keepers to show cause why they should not In? prosecuted. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran, Public Prosecutor and President, 
District )£uslim League, was served with a notice to show cause why 



1942,] 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


203 


he should not he removed from his office of Public Prosecutorship for 
his non-attendance at the public reception to the Hon’bJ^ Chief 
Minister. 

M. Abdul Majid Chowdhurv. local (Tovernment Pleader, has l>een 
removed from hi^ office tor not attending: the meeting lield to welcome 
the Hon’ble Miiiisteis. And in his place two pleaders have already 
been appointed. 

The Xoukhali Islamia Printing Press was searched and the Manager 
of the I^ress has been prosecuted under the Defence of India Rules for 
printing notices ot a League Meeting. 

I could go on niultij)l,\ ing instances of such gross abuse of ])Owerr. by 
the District Magistrate ot Noakhali. 

Sir, us to the District Magi>trate ot Tip]»era. it was this worthy 
(jfficer of (roverninent who betore the llon lde Minister’s visit to 
Hajigunge home-interned four Muslim students for just a day — and 
that day hap})eued t(» be the day of the arrival of the Ministers — and 
another good Leaguei was inttuned tor 16 days. And all these acts 
of rejnession were perpetrat(‘d under the Defence of India Rules wdth 
the .sole avowed object ot preventing any unti-Fazlul lliuj demonstra- 
tion. 

Then again as Magistrate President (»f (Tovernrnent Aided S(‘hools 
and Madrassahs he issued a ’‘firman” to all those institutions directing 
attendance (d studefits under threat of .stopping (iovernment aid at the 
reception (d the Ministers. 

During the visit ot the .Muslim Ia*ague Delegation he, without any 
just cainse, withheld permission that is necessary under the Defence 
ot India Act for the holding (d meetings. 

Sir, I have quoted instances ot order of externment and internment 
on Muslim Ivcague workers In .several cases the orders were witli- 
drawn betore the expiry ot the full term. \V"e cannot account tor such 
sudden change of mind. If the District Officer wa.H wrong in passing 
such orders which was subsec|uently withdrawn then the mischief was 
already done and hara.ssment cau.sed to lots (d innocent jiersons. If so, 
was he not guilty of such hasty and illegal acts!^ Are these not suffi- 
cient evidences ot the abu.se ot powers on the part ot the two District 
Magistrates who aspire to be confirmed in their officiating posts, who 
look to the Hon’ble Chief Minister in charge of the Home portfolio 
for betterment of their prospects? If Mr, Faziul Huq's conscience is 
clear, if he ha^ not connived at such repressive measures being adopted, 
then let him vindicate his position by accepting my suggestion of a 
Committee being immediately constituted for starting an enquiry into 
the conduct of tliese District Officers. If Ibe District Officers were 
within their rights, then let the Committee come to that finding and 
14 
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if they are found guilty as alleged, let proper punishment be meted 
out whi(Ji should serre as a lesson and a warning to all officers who 
aspire for higher posts by questionable means. 

Mr, H, 8. SUHRAWARDY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, knowing the 
character of the present AssemMy and the composition of the various 
j)arties and the interest of the honourable members, who are for the 
time being basking in the sunshine of official favours, in sup])orting 
the present Ministry even in all its inicjuities, knowing also that though 
there are certain sections ol this Ash(‘mbly who declare that they hold 
independent views and only give responsive co-operation to the 
Ministers, they have at the same time closed their eyes and their ears 
to the change in the character of the administration, knowing also. 
Sir, that there is little chance oi getting a ju-.t verdict from the House, 
but depending upon the verdict ot ))uldic opinion, and hoping that the 
(■(UiHcience of some (d the hommrublc men.beih on the other side may 
be mov(‘d t(» try and reform the chaiacter ot their own Minister,-), I 
am taking ]iart in ibis discussion today. 

Sir, the motion has })roiighl into prominence certain vital }>rinciples. 
In the first place then* has been a change in the character of the 
administration, namely, from a .fUst, a fair ami an impartial adminis- 
tration conduct4*d to the best ot tin* ability ot the then Ministers, the 
spirit oi the administration has changed io one oi revengefuliiess and 
vindictiveness against its political ojquments. In the second ])lace 
are jtermanent oliicials (d (Tovi'inment . s(*rvant^ of the Ministers, or 
are they servants ot (In* (bowny When peimanent otliciaK begin to 
imagine that their dut\ lies in serxiug the wbinl^ <d tlie Ministers, and 
in using their powei to curb p(diti<al opinion ayain^l tlie Mini-ster-;, a 
clear case for an eiujuiry is made out In the third placi*. Sir, should 
constitutional agitaticm i*ease even though the constitution is function- 
ing through the agency ot Ministers and have not ]K)litical parties the 
right to demonstrate in au> mannei tlie\ think tit and projier and to 
give expression to their ictdings; provider] llo*y remain xvithin the 
bounds of lilt* constitution, ami conduct themselves in the lawful 
manner y 

Aow, Sir, I shall prove to the honoiuablt* inembeis oi this House 
that the atlmi lustration has changed its character most definitely, as is 
reflected in the conduct ot the District Magistrate of the two districts 
of Noakhali and Tip]>eru. 1 shall prove to you that these officers are 
utilising their powers to eurb political opinion and have relegated them- 
selves to the position not merely ol lienehnien hut of slaves and servants 
of the Ministers. There has lieeu a delilnjrate attempt. Sir, to suppress 
the legitimate expression ol public opinion. So far, Sir, Mr. Farhad 
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Raza Choudhury bavS j?iven many instances which prove this point to 
the hilt. I shall refer to them concisely, but before I do so *I would 
like to refer to the answers to two questions ^iven by the Hon'ble the 
Home Minister yesterday and a few days back In answer to (juestion 
No. J21 regardin^^ the procession at Coinilla, the Chief Minister stated 
that he did not know why no applicatiii^ had been made for permission 
to take out a proee>si(m, and the real rea.son why no lU'tion was taken 
against the ])roeessionists in respect of the procession having beioj taken 
out without previous permission, although so ordered undet tin* Defence 
of India Rules, was that m'thing yirejudicial was done. This pro(*es- 

sion was taken out on the 2(>tli .lanuai>. I!t42, mi a day km'wn as the 

Independence Day, and those honourahli* lueniluMs who must have been 
present in their constituencies about that tiim* mu''t know that when 
these jiroi'ession*' wi-re taken tuit they weic taken out \\it)i(oi( pn*viouH 
permis.sion. The\ wme attended by a \ef\ huge numiici ol young 
men and tin* slogans \\hi<*b tlo'y uttered were not on1\ anti-imperialist 
or anti-(iovernnicnt but wen* detinit<‘ly .subversi\i* According to the 
Home Miuistm’ tlie-'C are not prejudicial act-'.* ac«<>rdiiig to the Home 
Minister mt a<-tion i> KMjUirrd to be taken it a proce^si^)n is tak<*n out 

witlnoit periiiissKni . and it notliing prejudicial o<< uis Itut in the 

case ot Muslim League pioM-ssmiis tlie\ are bamu'd Irom the very 
iieginning ; tiiid it anxbodv has the temerity t<i accompany a proiession, 
or even to attempt t<' juit oro ‘^lep Pirwaid. he is immediatelx arrested 
and juosecuted. 

A'ow, Sii. 1 (all the attention ot do* Hoii-e t(» this aspect (d tin* ease 
because 1 propo-'e to test the atiswci <d tlie ('hiet Ministiu that jiro 
cessions may in due c(»u!s<* be biougbi out witlouit iiermisscui it tbej 
do not cominil an\ pjt'iudn lal act b\ snung il Mii'-lim League pro- 
cessions as well <an la- taken out w.tiiout aii\ actKui being taken 
against them. A' 0 \. Sii. wiidt ait p: cjmliei.i i atl- aerording to the 
Home Miiiisiei r 1I)> < iujm>i,iti'»n is biougbt out in bis aU'Wei to 
(juestitui AC 12.'^ asked u\ Mi >yed Abdul Majnl K'galdiiig iioliees 
served on eeilaiii pei'Oiis ai Nnu.nmuii I’be notnes sm vt d on 

nine ptusoiis at .Sonainiuii to .siiow cause wb\ liie\ should ioU be 
prosecuted lor aetivi'ly fiaitnipating in bosiijr rlemoiist i at ieiis against 
the Cliiet Miiiistei and certain olloi Mniist<,-rs on the oecasien ot ibeir 
visit to thi.s place. I ask the H(»iisc tet note tin* dates. 'Jbe nolire is 
dated IGth .lanuaiy: the notice was .served (Ui the ITth Jannarx, but 
the Ministers were not exjrer led to pas.s In (hat place before the 2bth 
and they werg not expected c\eii to visit Sonuirnun. Hut merely 
because the people ot Sonaimuri xxere good Muslim l^eagntcrs, the notice 
was served on the ITth .Tannaiy. het(»re the Ministers were anywhere 
near, for actively participating in hostile demon.stration against the 
Minhsters. 1 a.sk any jieiMjn who knows the English language to judge 
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the meaning of this expression and conclude from this that the District 
Magistrate of Noakhali has absolutely lost his mental balance. I ask 
again, what is a prejudicial actP The answer of the Chief Minister in 
respect of this notice was that the notice was served for showing cause 
against j)rosecution for activities of a i)rejudicial nature and likely or 
intended to cause a breach of |Jie peace, a disturbance of the public 
tranquillity, etc. The question of a' breach of the breach on the 17th 
of January does not arise, nor does the notice indicate that it is served 
for activities of a j>rejudicial nature. The notice .says that it is being 
served for active participation in hostile demonstrations against the 
Ministers. 

Consequently, Sir, it follow's that the Chief Minister has inter- 
preted participation in hostile demonstration again.st Ministers as 
activities of a prejudicial nature under the Defence of India Rules. 
Now, Sir, it is a matter of very great importance to decide — have the 
public a right to demonstrate against the Ministers or not? Have they 
a right to show black flags against them when they arrive at a certain 
place? Have they a right to voice their protest by observing hartals 
or in any other manner? So far as black flag demonstrations are con- 
cerned, it really does not matter a tuppence if these demonstrations 
take place against any of the League members or ex-Ministers. AVe 
have no police wdth us, we have no District Magistrate or Subdivisional 
Otficer to support us or any authority. For us black flags have no 
significance, but perhaps the District Magistrates knowing full w'ell 
that the black flag to the ('hief Minister is like a red rag to a ])ull have 
classified showing a black flag to the Ministers amongst the prejudicial 
acts. I ask those gentlemen w'ho have a grain of honesty still left 
in them to judge whether these demonstrations against the Ministers 
at the present moment are justifiable or not and to judge the conduct 
of District Magistrates from this point of view . 

Now\ Sir, w’hat does the District Magistrate of Noakhali do before 
the TL)n’hle Ministers arrive within the preciiu'ts of Noakhali? In 
Feni a notice was widelN published by the District Magistrate to the 
effect that everyone in that place shall welcome the Ministers and if 
they <lid not welcome the Ministers or act according to the notice tlien 
proceedings will be taken against them umler the Defence of India 
Rules. Does it not show absolute dementia on the part of the person 
who issued the notice? It is not a question merely of abusing one’s 
powers. It shows that he has lost his mental balance and it is essential 
that before he is permitted to carry his insanity further in that district 
another person should be appointed in his place. Now', before the 
Ministers arrived notices were served for detention on five persons who 
had the temerity to organise the demonstration in favour of the League 
deputation. Who were those persons? They were — one who had just 
passed the B.A. examination, 2 merchants and 2 students, sons of a 
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retired Government official. Four of them have been interned for 
three months and one of them has been given the savage sentence of 
being interned for one year. When I spoke to the District Magistrate 
he said “Did ] pa.ss that order? Really, did 1 pas>. such a monstrous 
order?” But even after I brought this to the notice of the District 
Magistrate and of the Government, Ho steps whatsoever have been 
taken. 

(At this stage blue light was lit.'l 

May I have a much longer time? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I decided to give you the longest time 
— 1*3 minutes. Do you want two or three minutes more? 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I ^^ant about 10 minutes niore. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 will give \ou 20 minutes in all. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Thank \ou, Sir 

Thereafter, Sir, there was a certain demonstration at Feni which 
ultimately led to the e.xpulsion f»f certain students. On the day the 
Hon’ble ( hief Minister arrived police were posted outside the window's 
of the hostel with the niuzrdes of then guns pointed at the windows, 
lest the windows might be opened and u demonstration take place. 

While the (’hief Minister was at Feni, orders were pas.sed expelling 
seven student.s. It might be said that this was a matter for the college 
authorities, and not the district authorities. I only w'ish that that 
was so. Here I w'ish to repudiate the statement of the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister, who interferes in these internal matters amongst 
ourselve-s without knowing anything about them, that we fomented the 
strike and wanted the students to continue tlie strike. T can fell 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister or any other Minister who hf)lds that 
view that w’e did nothing of the kind and if that is the information 
he has received from the district authorities, the sooner he get.s rid 
of such district authorities, the better. We certainly sympathised w'ith 
them and did all that we could to assist them in their troubles. The 
other day we received information that everything had been satisfac- 
torily settled, and we expected that things Wf)uld continue peacefully. 
There was an undertaking given b\ the Subdivisional League (»f the 
place, by the^ students as well as by the Principal that no comments 
would be made regarding the settlement of the strike in the papers. 
We carried out our part of the agreement. Imme<liately thereafter, 
however, this insane District Magistrate brings out a statement refer- 
ring to the settlement of the strike in which he attacked the Muslim 
League leaders in terms which would not be used by any responsible 
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person. Now, Sir, he has started the row all over again, and the 
latest iifformation that I have received is that the Principal has been 
forced to go back on all the tenns of the settlement and has served 
a notice upon the boys whose stipends and scholarships he promised to 
restore. I can only hope this information is not correct. 

Thereafter the Ministers go to Noakhali. Before their arrival at 
Noakhali the Secretary of the District League is interned bo- d months 
and his clerk, a man by the name of Siddi(|ulla — just imagine, his 
clerk — is interned for .d months, in the obvious hope that thereafter 
there would be a great demonstration in favour of the Ministers. The 
results of these acts of internments, of these acts of re])ressi()n were 
obviously just the ()])posite and when tht‘ Ministers arrived there was 
a lidrial in Noakhali, 1 may inlorm the House that the Secretary 
was reh*ased after internment oi a montli and a half, because tliere was 
nothing a; 4 aiiist him ami the oidei was j>atent]\ oiiti <ige(Uis. For after- 
all the Muslim Leaj^ue is not a suh\ei.sive organisation and the Detence 
of India Pules (ainnol )»e legitimalelx aji)di(‘d to its activities. Now 
he is heiri^ j)rosecnled under the Detence ot India Pules lor having 
produced a leaflid known as “Samajdrohi Seriapatr’, a document which 
is mild comjraied to the much more a<hei-se eomineiils against the 
personnel of tlie Ministry made in the jrapers. This is not corosidered 
euough. Notice has been served on the Islarnia Pres.s. Here, Sir. let 
me report to the House the answer that was given h\ the llon'hle 
Minister \ ester-day with regard to this notn-e. When he was asked on 
what grounds notice was served on l.slamiu Pres.s he said that the 
fact was that the lu'opiietor was dead and no elforts had been made 
to substitute another jrerson. Now, 1 will read (Oit to this H(»use 
the notice which was a(‘tiiall\ served on the Islami.i l*ress and it will 
show that (he Hon'ble Cliiel Minister is bein^ deliheratel\ misled 
h\ the local ollicers. The notice which was served was not because 
the name (tf the new- proprietor was run <leelared hut because (he leaflet 
‘‘was printed h.\ your Press without placing tire maiiusciijrt betore the 
Distric’t I’ress Ailviser for his serutin\ as retpiired of \ou h\ my pre- 
decessor in oHice in u meeting held to explain to j)ress owner's and 
printers things for guidance of the press during war”. The Islamia 
Press was prosecuted iirrder the l)eleni*e oi India Pules. The ( hief 
Minister said yesterday that the real reason why the j>iosecutioii was 
started wa.s that no substitution was made after tlie death of the 
previous ])roprietor. Then notices have been served on sixteen hotels 
for (drserving hurtnl. Have we not got the right to observe hartal? 
Has not that been done evei N w here w ithout it being considered a 
prt'jndicial ai-t In (bib-utta timusuiids of hiirtal.s have been held. 
The ground given is that the hartal inconvenienced a large number of 
persons who eould not get their food, and that it was against the 
notice that had been previously circulated by the District Magistrate. 
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I asfe honourable members to recall to mind those notices in which 
it waJ stated : “You shall welcome the Hon’ble Ministers; Otherwise 
action will be taken under the Defence of India Rules”. This is the 
notice. It ruus as follows: “Whereas it has been reported to me that 
you closed your hotel on the IDth instant in order to observe h/irUtl 
on the occasion of the visit of the Hon’bl^ Chief Hinister and other 
Ministers to Noakhali, in spite of my orders prohibiting sucli action” 
— has anybody a ri^^ht to say that nolwHly shall observe lnirtnl- 
warning? that such a<‘tious are liable t(» pros<‘ciil ion under the Detence 
of India Rules thereby (‘au.sin^ a ^'•ood deal of incon\ enience to a lar^e 
number of person^ in N(»akhali on that day \ou are hereby directed 
to show caus(‘ . etc 

Now, Sir, a notiet* was served on the Rnblie Prosector, a resju'clable 
peiitleiiian ajijiointed permanenll.\ ami n(»t toi a lei in to slmw caiisi* 
wh> he should not be removed Ironi the pane! of Public Ib*oseeu1ors. 
The letter indicated that tln‘ District Ma^nstrate n'ceivinl th(‘ order to 
issue notice from the hij^hei authonties, ami tlu' e\ |>lanii I ion (d the 
Publii' Prosecutor was to be tf'iwanleil to ( ioverniiKUit . That shows 
not onl\ (hat the District Ma^i‘'tiate is serving'' tin* interests of the 
Mini'-tr_\, but it also proves the \indictive character of tin* Ministry 
itself The Public Piosccutoi was called upon to show caiisi* why 
he did not attend the Darbar cd the ( hud Ministei lie had told the 
District Ma^»i''trate that he had sonit* s(‘ssn»n cases prmdin^'' for that 
<ia\ ; and he did not know whether the session eases would be taken 
up. Dn that da,\ the District Jud^^e was pr(‘sent at the Darbar ami 
the cases did not come u]» Still notice was served ution him to show 
cause why his name shouhl not be removed from the panel of Jbiblic 
Prosecutois. A bo\ named AImIuI Karim was arrested for just holding' 
a black Ha^'’ and baibnl out on Hs. IIH); ami the tele^rranis which were 
sent from that locality to su> that a hnrtal had taken placf* in Nmikhali 
and that the hdrtnl had been succi^ssful were withlodd bv the District 
Ma^'^i‘'tiate Now. Sir, soinet hin|^»^ more has b(*en done. The (hair- 
man of the Debt Settlemiit Roar<l and members of the Didil S(‘tt lenient 
Board are bein^^ threatenefi that the\ will be removed from their 
oftiies because the\ an* suspected of havin^»^ I^eac^ue s\ niiiathies. In 
Lakhimpur leaflets were bein^r distiibuted before the Ministers arrived 
tiiid the police snatcheil awa\ those leaflets Worse than th.it the 
iTovernment I'leader id Lakhimpur, a resp(*ctable old lemati -- 1 

bad the jdeasure (d rneetint^ him for the first time after the Ministers 
had ileparted — a very respectable penfleman, was .served with notice 
on the D)th January, — Ministers were arrivinjf at Lakhimpur on the 
19th — to this effect; “You are actively part icipatin/^ in hostile denion- 
etration.s mi the occasion of (he visit of the llon’lde fJiief ifinister”. 
How could there be demonstrations before the Ministers arrived (here, 
and yet this notice was served on the Ifith, although the Mini.sters 
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arrived on the 19th, for “actively participating in hostile demonstra- 
tions oh the occasion of the visit of the Chief Minister aiw other 
Ministers to Noakhali and whereas such demonstrations are likely to 

endanger the public peace ”, etc. This notice was served, and 

on the basis of this noric;^ this gentleman has been removed from the 
office of Governflfenf Pleader. (Cries of “Shame, shame” from the 
Opposition benches.) I ask the House to judge whether the character 
of the Ministry has changed or not. 

Now, Sir, in Sonaiinuri there is a Madrassah; 200 boys study there. 
The school has had cent, per cent, success in the examinations. But 
all the grants have been withheld at the instance of the District Magis- 
trate who is the Chairman of the District School Board. Is this the 
new policy of tlie Ministry to destroy an institution — an institution 
W'hich is serving that locality and where so many students are getting 
education ? 

Now, Sir, in general all meeting.s of the Muslim League have been 
prohibited. As 1 have said before, the Muslim League i.s not a sub- 
versive organisation. AVe have done nothing against either the prose- 
cution of war or against (lovernment, or against tlie constitution. 
Our purpose is to educate the public, enlist their sympathies and ask 
them to join the League. What right has anybody to forbid these 
meetings, particularly in those places where the Ministers have them- 
selves been to carry on their propaganda’:^ AA^here the Ministers have 
already fouled the atmosphere we have every right to carry on our 
propaganda,, but instead all meetings have been forbidden. AA'hat 
possible justification can there be}' The ground given is absurd. 

(At this stage the member reached his time-limit but was allowed 
to continue though there were objections from the Coalition benches.) 

We have already been gagged outside. AA’hy do you desire to 
gag me inside P (Laughter). 

The ground given by tlie District Magistrate i.s that the personnel 
of the Ministry is being attacked and not its policy, but the Ministry 
is composed of persons without any policy at all and they cannot 
possibly do any good to the country or even in the matter of prose- 
cution of the war. At all events. 1 do maintain that if any prejudicial 
act has been done which will interfere seriously with the prosecution 
of the war, it is being done by the District Magi.strates who are anta- 
gonising the Muslims and antagonising the Muslim League. AA> are 
anxious to see that the war is pro.secuted pn)perly but we also want 
the House to take note of the fact that iuju.Ntice i.> being done to the 
Muslim community. 

Let us now come to Tippera where the list is not v#ry large. 
Maulana Ari*ur Rahman Islamabadi, a preacher, a pleader, was asked 
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to go ottt of Tippera for eight days, but the District Magistrate is not 
allowing any meetings to be held by him even after the expiry of the 
time. 

Mr. Abdul Matin, on As.sistant Recruiting Officer and a very loyal 
subject of Government was interned for 15 "d^y^^ previous to the 
arrival of the Ministers at Nangalkot lest there should be any public 
demonstration against them. One of the brilliant Imys of our t'om- 
munity was interned in Ilajiganj for 15 <h»ys previous to the arrival 
of the Hon ’hie Ministers there. All these things were done in order 
to control public opinion, and 4 persons were interned actually in their 
homes on the day on which the ll<ui*ble Ministers arrived at Ilajiganj. 
Honourable members might remember that we wanted to hold a meeting 
on the 19th January at Daudkandi where the Ministers were expected 
on the 21st January. Permission was refused to us perhaps on the 
ground that our meeting might interfere with the reception of the 
Hon’ble Ministers. There a meeting of mine to be held at Sarail 
in tbe subdivision of Rrabmanbaria on tbe 29th January. Permission 
was asked for on the IJth Januarv and for 14 days nothing was heard 
of. The l)i strict Magistrate gave us permissi(m on the 27lh of 
January in the evening, thinking, perhaps, that as he hud giv(*n no 
time for the issue of leaflets the meeting might be dropped but it 
was not dropped. 

Now, 1 come to anolhei \er\ imjK>rtant i>oint. In Pascbimgaon o 
number of black-flaggist.s wanted to welcome the Hon’ble Ministers; 
it was attacked by the Police when it was a mile away from them, and 
a gentleman who was carrying a black flag was arrested. The crowd 
shouted “Allaho-AklKir.” A l*esh-Imam was arrested for shouting 
“Allaho-Akbar” 

(At this stage the fioiiourable member reached the time-limit.) 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. You have already 
taken J2 minutes and it is iwit possible to give you more time. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: (hi a point of order, Sir. May 
I submit that there are f»4 motiruis given notice of under GenersH 
Administration for discussion on two day.s. Gur juirty has got certain 
very impfirtant motions given notice (if. May we recjuest you, Sir, (<!► 
kindly allot the total time to be taken by our friends to the left, by 
the Government and by ourselves respectively during these two day#i 
so that we may accommodate our speakers accordingly f" 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Let us dispose of this motion first. I 
shall afterwards consult the Party leaders and then fix the time. 
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liaulvi ABU HOBiAIN BARKAR: 1 heard with rapt attention 
the splech delivered by my friend the ex-Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy and 
it reminded me of a Bengali proverb which runs thus “Bhuter mukhe 
Ram nam" 


Mr. H. 8. BtfHRAWARDY. On a small point of order, Sir. 1 
wanted to speak somewhat later after hearing what the honourable 
members on the other side had to say, if they had any local knowledge 
of Noakhali and Tippera. I was given to understand that no one was 
going to speak from the other side. If I had been allowed to speak 
later, I would have been able to meet their poiut.s. I am sorry to say 
I have been misled. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Suhrawardy, I gave you the 
maximum time that was possible. It is only fair on the part of the 
Ohair to give Government a chance to place their viewpoint. So, I 
have asked Mr. Abu UosMiin Sarkar to .speak. After that, I .shall also 
allow the (Vingress Party to speak on this motion which is considered 
by them to be of so much importance. 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: That is true. Sir. I thought that no 
one was going to spwik from the other side except the Hon’lde the 
(’hief Minister. I don’t understand how you asscx iate Mr. Abu Ho.ssain 
Skirkar with the Government. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, may I make a sugges- 
tion I' Mr. Suhrawardy complains that it would be better if he knew 
what (bo eminent had to Siiy with regard to some very serious 
allegations that had been made against our District Officers. Sir, 
although it may be somewhat unusual, I am prepared to make a state- 
ment with reference to the charges that have been made and let the 
House have a deluite on the facts that I may disclose. I think that it 
ns fair to the Opi>osition that they should know what I have got to say 
in answer to tiie allegations that ha^e been made amt if that commends 
itself to the House, I shall be prepared to make a brief statement, 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: After the Le<ider of the House has 
made his statement, 1 shall call upon Sir Xazimuddin to close the 
delxite or the Leader of the Congress Party will have a chance. Are 
you prepared to adojb that (‘ourse? 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Let the Lender of the House make a 
statement. 


Mr. CIA8UD0IN AHMED: The Hon’hle Chief Minister should 
have a right of reply. 
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Mr. NIHARENOU DUTTA MAZUMDARl The Ho&’ble Chief 
Minister should be called upon to make a statement at the enit of the 
debate. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQt The reason why I wish 

to make a statement is simply this. I find that it would not he possible 
for speakers on either side to take ptirt in the debate with calmness, 
consideration and also without jnission or prejudice. I wish to make a 
clean statement of facts as far as I know and as far as 1 have been able 
to ascertain. It would clarify matters and it may be that it would 
put an end to an acrimonious del>ate. It is for this reason that I desire 
to make a statement as briefly as possible if the House permits. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, it would l>e most 
convenient it the Ilou'blc tliief Minister w'ere (‘ailed ujxm at the end 
of the debate to make a 'statement and nie(‘t all the jioinls I'aised in the 
course of the dehate. This would avoid dupli(‘ation af speeches. I 
su;r^es(, Sir, that Mr, Aim llos.siiin Sarkar who was alre<idy on his 
le^*'" sli<uild he allowed to continuf’. At the end of the debate the 
Hoiriile Chief Minister nia> make his statement. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It has been tlu' tradition of this llou.se 
that w'henever the Leader of the House nr the Leader of the Op|>osition 
wants to make a statement the House permits him to mak<‘ that slato- 
ment without interruption. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; I rise to a point of 
order, Sir. The Leader of (he House wa.s pleased to sjiy that he would 
like to make a statement later on it he is not now‘ allowed to make it. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Leader of the House can, I think, 
make a statement at any time in the House. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARi{AR: As 1 was just ^roin^ to say, 
Sir, the attitude of the lionouruhle Mr. Suhruwardy 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I am no longer honourable and 1 am 
happy tliat I am luit (called honourable ahui/r with that body of persons 
who have now got that appendage. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN SARKAR: As 1 was just going to say, 
Sir, the attitude of Mr. Suhrawardy, no longer honourable as he has 
himself said, reminds me of a Bengali proverb ^ * 1 

He has characterised the activities of the present Government as 
oppressive to a section of our countrymen, namely, t^ Muslim 
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L«agu«r8) but let me rexpind this House, and especially Mr. Subrawardy, 
of the* activities of the Government which Mr. Suhrawardy had the 
honour of adorning as a bright luminary. 

I will only refer to some of the oppressions perpetrated by the 
Government in which Mr. Suhrawardy had a seat, on political parties 
who were then in the Opposition. 

Mfi H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: But we are not a subversive 
organisation. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: The first instance of their 
oppression appeared in their attempt to muzzle the Press. The Krishak- 
Proja party had a paper called “Krishak-Proja.” This weekly paper 
used to criticize the policy and tlie activities of Government of the 
day 


Mauivi ABUL HA8HIM: But Mr. Suhrawardy had nothing to do 
with the muzzling of the Press. He was not the Chief Minister who 
was primarily responsible for it. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Sir, because of that attitude 
of that paper (Loud noise from the Opposition Benches.) 

Mfi FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of order, Sir. My point is 
that the motion before the House refers to the activities of the two 
District Magistrates of Noakhali and Tippera. Therefore, Sir, the 
speaker is quite irrelevant when he refers to extraneous matters having 
not the remotest bearing on the subject under discussion. I would 
ask you, Sir, to request the present speaker to be relevant. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: As far as I can understand, it may be 
that he is developing his point by referring to past incidents and I 
hope he will presently come to the subject matter under discussion. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Thank you, Sir. 

Then, Sir, the whole press and its office was one day surrounded by 
a gang of policemen and the press was seized by force of arms and the 
paper subsequently had to stop its publication. This is only one 
instance of the oppressions of the Government of which Mr. Suhrawardy 
was a brigfit jeweh 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MA4ID: On a point of order, Sir. The 
present motion relates to the activities of certain District Magistrates 
and that matter has already been thoroughly discussed. In view of 
that fact, Sir,fl bag to submit whether my honourable friend opposite 
is entitled to refer to something which happened long long ogo. 



m] 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


21 (( 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: As I have already stated, be is refer- 
ring to past incidents with a view to developing his point and J[ have 
allowed him to do so. I hope the Opposition will please have some 
patience and give him a hearing and there will be no more of inter- 
ruptions. When Mr. Suhrawardy was speaking there was no dis- 
turbance and, therefore, it is only fair that the Opposition sliould allow 
the present speaker to develop his points in his own way. 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY^ May I submit, Sir, that the present 
motion relates to the conduct of the District Magistrates of Noakhali 
and Tippera and t%t it has nothing to do with the activities of the 
past Ministry. In the second place, Sir, I cannot be blamed for all 
the activities of the previous Government. As a matter of fact I, who 
was just an ordinary Minister in the previous Fazlul Hiui Government 
and who was certainly not the Chief Minister, cannot l)e blamed for 
all its activities. 


Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: It may be. Sir, that 
Mr. Suhrawardy was not the Chief Minister in the previous Govern- 
ment but there is no denying the fact that Mr. Suhrawardy happened 
to be a leading luminary in the Cabinet. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the meeting of Muslim Ijeague held in the 
Dental College Ilall where you were elected the Secretory of the then 
Mo.sleiu League one Mr, Robertson of the Calcutta Police with a l)ody 
of foii.^tables broke open the door of the House in which the meeting 
was l)eing held and forcibly di.spersed the gathering at the instance of 
the Government of Mr, Suhrawardy. 

Again, when the OpfHj.sition of the then Government organised a 
meeting somewhere in the di.strict of Faridpur of which my honourable 
friend, Mr. Abul Fazl, was the president, a gang of pidicemen was sent 
immediately by the Government of Mr. Suhrawardy tor dispersing the 
meeting by force of arms. 

Then, Sir, you know fully and this House also knows of the I’ark 
Circus incident in which Mr. Humayun Kabir of the Bengal Legislative 
Council and Mr. Abul Man.soor, two respectable public men, were 
badly beaten and insulted by the hooligans of Mr. Suhrawardy, and 
why? — Because they had committed the sin of being in the Opposition. 
And the wonder of all wonders is that Sir Nazimyuddin and 
Mr. Suhrawardy were later on found shaking the bands with the leader* 
of those hooligans who took part in that nefarious affair. 

Then again, Mr. Deputy Speaker, you know that a meeting was 
organised by the members of the Opposition et Gaibandha and it had 
been arran^ that the leaders w^ be accommodated in the Dak 
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Bungalow. But whan the leaders went there, they found the wife of 
the Diftrict Magistrate occupying the Dak Bungalow at the instance 
of Mr. Suhrawardy. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, you knpw the incident when the meeting of 
the Jamiat-ul-Ulema was being held in Calcutta under the presidentship 
of that most venerable gentleman, Mr. Obaidullah Sindhi. That 
meeting was dispersed by a body of police force and a gang of hooligans 
and goondas who belonged iU> the party of the ex-honourable 
Mr. Suhrawardy 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY; It is a lie. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR; Then, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
you know of the other incident at ('oniilla where when a meeting was 
being held in the Town Hall a respectable gentleman, Mr. Ashrafuddin 
Ahmed (Miaudhury was ussaulted— — 


Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN. On a of order, Sir. The 

honourahle meniher has had i)Ienty ot time to de\clop Iiih point and 1 
suhmii that up to now there has been no rele\aiicy in his speech. 1 
appeal to you to see that the honourahle member is relevant to the 

IK)int. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: On a point of order. 
Sir. Before you give your ruling on this point ot order. 1 wi^h to 
make a statement because otherwise 1 would not get an opportunity 
to dll so. We iire di.scussing “Oeneral Administmtion". The lIoir))le 
Mr. Suhrawmrdy’s speech (Cries of “Xo.,^<». iioi hommrable.” ) — I find 
there is objection to the appellation “Hon'hle”, then I withdraw it — 
my friend Mr. Suhrawardy’s speech and Mr Ahu llos.sain Sarkar’s 
s|>ee( h give a comparison on the question of “General Administration” 
between the activities ot the jxist Ministry and those of the present 
one. In the circumstances, it is necessary liow that all these facts 
should l)e placed before the House so that the House may form its own 
judgment and there need be no concealment of facts unless there are 
people who are afraid of these facts. It is those facts of which they 
were guilty and for which they were resjmusible. We on this side 
without demur and with the greatest piUience gave the most courteous 
hearing to 6mt frieud on the other side who spoke just before and there 
was not that orgafiised interruption by frivolous points of order with 
a view to create disorder. But, Sir, they hove not followed that 
example. Therefore. I suggest that if these neetlless points of dis- 
order in the garb of order are allowed to continue, then, Sir, that may 
be followed by members on this side. Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar has 
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be«ti intmupftej time and again and tlie time of tbe House has been 
unnecessarily wasted.^ We wish the other side to show the* same 
courtesy as the previous honourable member has enjoyed. 

Mr> DEPUTY SPEAKER: So far as the point of order raised by 
Sir Nazimuddm is concerned, I may tell him that I am closely follow- 
ing the speech of Mr. Abu lIosHiiiu Sarkar and the ti'eiid of his speech 
leads me to think that iTe is making a^jomparison of tbe jwist Govern- 
ment with the present Governiffent and I think that he is coming to 
his conclusion with regard to the activities of the present Government 
and he is trying to^ieet the |K)ints raided by Mr. H. S. Suhrau'ardy. 
I>et me hear him further ami if necessary I will slop him. 

Mr. ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: In ih at meeting. Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, you will l>e hoiiihed km»w that the cap of Mr. Ashmfuddin 
Ahmed Choudhurv was taken away from liis head and was burnt in 
the open street. 

Airain, Sir, you kmuv the imodent which t<K)k place witlj reference 
to another honourable member, 1 mean Dr. S^niaullah, in ('hittagong. 
lie vas going somewhere to eondiict propaganda against the then 
(Tovernment and lie was attacked l)y the hooligans of the MiKslim 
League, his ainama, his cap and his long (oat, usually worn by the 
Hajis of Bengal, were taken aaaN and made a sljow of in <»rder to dis- 
grace the most honourable Doctor of the Calcutta High (ourt. 

Sir, these are some (d tlie instances which charar teriscd the Govern- 
ment of which the h<iiiourable Mr. Suhrawanly hapjiened to be a 
member. 

Coming In llie other side obrfhe picture, I may remind the honourable 
Mr. Suhrawanly as how he set Government otHcers to suppresH 
piopaganda against hi.s Government. I happened to he in the 
Oppo.sitiou and genendly I used to practise at ihat time in (hn'bandha. 
There the Subdivisional Ofhiei was a Muslim I>eaguer, the Suh- 
(livi.sional Munsif was in '‘upixirt of the Miislnn liCague and not only 
that, the thana officer, the police iiispecUir, the railway station imister, 
the post imisler, the .sub-inspec tor of m Iwxd.s and other officers of 
Government or semi-fiovernment institutions were all at that time 
supfwrters of the Muslim League and the> were placed there in order 
to suppress the movement of the Knshak-Braja Party which conducted 
activities against the ih^n Ministry of which Mr. Suhrawardy liappened 
to be a metpber. These were the actual things and this Mr. Suhrawardy 
now comes forward and says that the Government officers are now 
oppressing the Muslim Leaguers, but who are these officers P The 
District Magistrate of Comilla happened to be the Subdivisional Officer 
of my subdivision. He was Sir Nazimuddin’s man and he was sent to. 
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suppress the propagaudft against the then Ministry. T|e^present con- 
duct of, that gentleman^ is also questionable. Mr. Suhrawardy was 
very loud in complaining againit him, but he Ifid not tee the other 
side. I may remind him that when the Hon'ble Ministers of this 
Government went to Comilla, that gentleman issued orders under 
section 144 against the Krishak-Praja workers who belong to the 
Ministerial Party now. Again, when the workers of that party were 
arranging for the reception of the Ministers, tjikey were openly beaten 
by the Muslim Leaguers and uKM’e tba^ a dozen people were wounded 
and the District Magistrate did not take any steps whatsoever which 
were expectefl from that office^. 

Now, Sir, I forgot to mentioi another tlliigf What about the 
Jessore District Board? A meeting of some members or bogus 
members was held under a tree and the mos^ respected Chairman of 
that district Mr. Waliur Rahman, M.L.A., was removed from the 
chairmanship on a flimsy ground. But the Court came to his rescue 
and he was restored to his chairmanship. What does Mr. Suhrawardy 
say about the conduct of his Government now? What about the case 
against Mr. Nausherali? The honourable gentleman conducted pro- 
paganda against the arbitrary orders of the Government for jute 
restriction and he along with some other M.L.As. were arrested and 
were awarded the brutal punishment of one and a half years’ imprison- 
ment and a fine of Rs. 600. Can Mr. Suhrawardy say that that punish- 
ment was very lenient? Very recently all the honourable gentlemen 
were acquitted by the High Court. This was the character of the 
Government that was conducted by Mr. Suhmwardy and his gang. 

Now, coming to the present circumstances, I may mention at least 
one instance in which his Muslim Leaguers beat an honourable member 
of this House, Mr. Hasauuzzaman. Is he not now' conducting the 
whole gang to discredit the present Government? He complains of 
oppression and gives instances. 1 do not know w'hether they are true 
or not. The Hon’ble Chief Minister who is also the Home Minister is 
in possession of facts and he will state about these cases, but I am 
prepared to say 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Sarkar, your time is up and I will 
have to accommodate one or two more speakers. 

Dr* NALINAKSHA SANYAL* Sir, the question be now put. 

Mr. ABU HdBSAIN SARKAR: That if is the business of 
Mr. Suhrawardy to set people deliberately to break the law to gain 
cheap popularity and discredit the present Ministry. 


Dr. MAIittMIIIIA SANYALj Sir, I move the oloitre motion. 



lilSl.l DEMAND FOB OHAST. «» 

#> « "jil''’" 

Mr. DEPd^Y SPEAKER: My Liitentiou^ wag that I would aak 
Mr. Datta maw. If you are serious about the closure tuotion, 

r will have te^ftsl^ 'the Hon’ble Chief Minister to speak now. 

« 

Dr. HALJ|li^K8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, as I have been insisting from 
the beginning, there should be a time-limit, otherwise many important 
matters would be shut out. Three minutes may be given to Mr. Dattu 
and 10 minutes to the Hon'ble Chief ^Minister. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAK8R. Mr. intention is that I will give 10 
minutes to Mr. Datta^ .jfiinutes Mr. (iolam Sarwar Hosaini and 
will ask the Hon’ble Chief Minister to speak afterwards. 

Or. NALINAK8HA*‘8ANYAL: Sir. I mnv submit <hat Mr. Datta 
will not take more than *1 to 4 mniutes and you may give whatever 
time you think reas<uiahle to the Hoirble Cliief Ministei. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Deputy Speaker. Sir. I 
want to make the position of the Congress Party in regard to tliis 
motion clear. We fully recognis<‘ the iiecessit\ for securing civil 
liberty, and the Congress during the last few years has been insistently 
demanding that (iovernment should refrain frfmi taking snch measures 
a.s are directed to curtail the liberties of tlie [)eople. In order to 
secure civil liberty we are determined to take some amount of risk. 
While this has })een the pidicy oi the Congress all along, the Congress 
ha.s also l>een anxious to see that hooliganism may not gnm in the 
country, especially during the »*mergeiH V throngli which we are iiow 
passing and lil>erty may not degenerate into licence. Sucli being the 
position of the Congress and having in our jcossessicui facts regarding 
the events that have happened in the district of Tippera, and regarding 
the anti-national activities of some section of the Muslim League, we 
feel that our party will not be justified in extending their support to 
this motion especially in the fcjrm in which if has been moved, 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I know of certain incidents that hap|M*ned 
in the district of Tippera. Before the visit of the Hon ’hie Ministers 
there was a visit of Sir Nazimuddin, Mr. Suhrawardy and Maulana 
Akram Khan. On that occ asion some persons on behalf of the Krishak- 
Proja Party went to the station with black flag to demonstrate their 
disapproval of their conduct, hut, Sir, those persons who went with 
black flag were beaten by some Muslim I.»eaguer8 at the station 
C ‘Shame, •Sham*,” from the Coalition Benches) and as a result they 
were injured. Tho.se supporters of the Moslem ].< 0 ague who went to 
the stAtion were armed with lathi* and other deadly weapoii«,j but the 
District Maififlirate did not take propfr atepi to hdp those penong who 
went thef^ to demonstrate their disapproval with b^ck iag, 

15 
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Tiien some time after an honourable member of this ftouse, Maulvi 
Hasan^zaman, was assaulted in broad daylight i« the town of Comilla 
by certain Muslim Leaguers. 

% 

Mfi Hf 8« 8UHRAWARDY> On a point of order, Sir. This 
^matter is st/h judice and, therefore, is it proper on the pari of a member 
to refer to it and say that persons were assaulted by certain Muslim 
TioaguersP 

Mfi DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I do not think, Mr. 1?uhrawardy, it is 
a point of order. ^ 

Mfi DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, Ldo not know when the 
Hon ble Ministers went to Noakhali. Some incidents did happen in 
the Luksam station — 

Mfi ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQIS On a point of order, Sir. I 
seek your ruling on this point: are we permitted to refer to matters 
which are nub judice? , 

< 

Mfi DEPUTY BPEAKER: The point of order raised by 
Mr. Suhrawardy is that the matter under discussion is sub judice. 
He did not make any particular reference. Mr. Dattta said that some 
gentlemen were assaulted by some Muslim Leaguers. I do not know* 
whether the matter is in a Court. 

Mfi Hi 8i 8UHRAWARDY: I am pointing out that the matter 
is in a court and the statement made by Mr. Datta is not correct. 

Mfi DEPUTY 8PEAKER: All these are questions of facts. I 
have, therefore, allowed Mr. Datta to go on. 

Mfi ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQIS I want your ruling, Sir. Are 
we allowed to refer to matters which are sub judice in our speeches in 
this House? 

Mfi DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Certainly not. We cannot. But in 
this matter 1 do not know whether it is in a court or not. It is a 
general remark against some Muslim Leaguers and I have, therefore, 
allowed Mr. Datta to go on. 

Mf# NIKUNilA BEHARI MAITIS Is it your ruling, Sir, that a 
fact about which any member speaks and about which you do not know 
atpiything and which is already a sub judice matter will be allowed to 
be discussed P I Vant to Icnow il in that case your ruling would be 
that the discussion can be held. 
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Mr. DHiRENDRA NATH DATTAs When the Hon'hle Ministers 
went to Noakbali, something happened at Laksham and pr(tsecutiou 
was started against some persons who elaimed to be Muslim b'aguers, 
The.se persons admitted that the proeession was held without thf 
permission of the District Magistrate. They were prosecuted andsc 
aentenced till the rising of the Court. I do not know what exactly 
happened in the distriit of Noakhali. But I was in the district »)f 
Tippera, I was **10 the town of Comilla and 1 know that nothing hiMt 
happened which can justify a motion like this. On the other hand, it 
is the Krishak-Proja Party and those who demonstrated their dis- 
approval of the conduct of the Muslim Leaguers were badly treated by 
the District Magistrate. Therefore, in view of the facts which I am In 
possession, I do not think that we can lend our support to this motion 
though we are fully aware or rather anxious to secure the liberties of 
the people. So far as Noakhali is concerned, I am not aware of it. 

I do not know what has happened there, but as in the motion there is 
a reference to the activities in the district of Tippera, though we are 
fully anxious to secure civil liberties of the people, cannot lend 
our support to this motion. * 

Sir, before I take my seat I want to mention one fact. Mr. Suhra- 
wardy has referred to tacts that on the 2()th of January a pnaessiuii 
was held without the permission of the District Magistrate. This 
House is aware that so fur as 2bth January is concerned a circular was 
issued by the (Tovernment to this effect that btr celebrating the 
Independence Day proc'essioris and meetings can he field without the 
permission of the District Magistrate and as a matter of fact last year 
and the year before last such prmes.-iionH and meetings were held in the 
town of Comilla without the permission of the District M agist rate. So 
reference to activities, namely, processions and meetings held on the 
2()th January for celebrating the Independence Day ought not to have 
been made by Mr. Suhrawardy. 

There was a circular and perhaps he was not aware of it. The 
processions and meetings were held previously without the peniiissioii 
of the District Magistrate. This time also processions and meetiuga 
were held without the permission of the District Magistrate. Sir, 1 
have tried to make the position of our party clear that though we are 
anxious to secure the liberty of the people, we cannot lend our support 
to this motion especially in the form in which the motion has been 
worded. . 

Mf. SHAH SYED COLAM SARWAR HOSAINI: 

<*> sfinw* »«r* ’PPTT fk: cfBprtft ft: c’twwft'o 

Ntcsitw '3 iPH ’ITfStt? — 
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Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. AVTien 
do you propose to put this matter to guillotine and when you will 
allow UB to move our motion? 

Mfa DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I will try to finish by 11 o’clock. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will we hH up to 1 o’clock? 
Otherwise how can you take other motions? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: You have got two days. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I hope you will then aee that no 
other motion is moved before our motion is taken up. 

Mr. 8HAH 8YED GOLAM 8ARWAR H08AINI: c? ^ 

Q 

ft: ^ 

ftf^ felt# ^ft ( 

TTtftrc|1i S administration ?TTO ft: 

^ft 3 

tfftjftft ft: -Sti 

I (?r»Rl '^Rrt^TotC^ 

:irrtf^c§i?r^ s cni C5h 

^finrrc-F? 1 "^^^tft c^rt^^R cfr-^t (pj (prm^^ 

^nfwc^^ ^fRri vftc^i ft: 

C^tRNT^ SCO ^Jp( I 

wm (TTfri 5to3 mpr 1 ft: 

^*?nrf5f csrsfR (A vokn* ; qf-pfRpy l) (RtWT^t 

cvfr^ I fefts <pi ^vn (ymn^n^ s to:« 

nc5R I 

ftu5 (R (RRi-iiT^hr 'SRf^ q •ipr 

ftr«rt*f I zTupf ^RTr?TtCT ^ ^15 fl^r 1 

<71 3m ^r?n (TmrNt^fft ^- 

mrR cTom ^ftus '^strs (TT^itr^T 

ftro ftr^ ^ %t i feSlt srrtftrli^ 

'3tm <7r«(tR ^ ^firat%5R 1 ft^R 

ft: ^sftw^ftpf, ^*1 ^T5ft>p ^Hn«i (TTtpR tfofesr 3 t^ 

^ ^ft ftrtNf cror 
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^ <*l ^rt5tp 

c^C4>6llt ^4? 4i>4f*<c^ 5ir5rf|5Tf3r, “c?^ c^Tf^rNTsit c^StiRn c^ 

^ ^1 1 ^pftiTf< tf*fpr ^ ^TTiT’yQ 

C^ ^1 ^ ^St^rsT (7rf?lNT«?t CVfTJf 

waiter ores «ft?r^ ^i i nf^ ^<tiT c^ ?rr ^TT'.f 

^fsT!?T 31^ I C5JTr?rf?p^ >rfrn:^ ^nr. (7mrt^ ^ 

^<7, c^rm^itifT (TitftOT 5T?i. (Trnrw^T i 

cm W575! (cheers) | ^*] s^t^tp 

'sit^ !:rferf% (7J w^ ^rtrs^ ?m 

C5firf/:w<j Trrv firr^r ^sfcTvf"';^ t’^i” vsta ^ 

^ i]^ 7J|?7 I TO S^cy!T ^fRfSf 

^fe?n 3T^^^ ^ inPf (yU c^rrm^ (r^r^ ftfe-r 3rr?rj?t7i 

“’Prt^JTft tT^tf^ rc^ 

tfBt? i;‘4tTRi; (c^fwr#i) ^'^t=rfh:*f^ r^m% '9^>ft<fi"<‘4 ^'^«t 

r7 1 “ i] f%c^ fV Tjy (?nr5TfR»f r* ^tf^f 

I CTO ??t"4 (TiriFWt #4 c^cffe"!^ 5tr?r^ ^Tf^rsTf^r, 

“4^ cstrrc^^ ?:rf3!fp5 TOi 9 Tff^ 7^5 TOi ^'ryF^ >s]t rMC^r 

c^^i r^‘tc^ ^ 

^’T'^ r?- ’iTCTT'r^ JijvpF^-i v!^ TO''fi vfh'^^v^ c^tc^ T 

totoh '4*5fpTi; R!5TO “W^’TBtvT c’prt'iri:” ’Ttc^''^C4' 

3^7 ^fspfotc^ ■^4>'3r4 ^Yto I 3l7TO^ >|TO'1 J34: 

jnt^T .Tfr^.T#rnTiT [^3?^ c^rniffr^tc^; p-to; TOfe-t i c^r^ttc^ 

yv?f ivriy., Tfr^ 

?tc^{ C7>R^ T51 ^’CTO^ C^ mpl atU’iHluiicc 'j'f -'f*! TOfv^ I C^rT^Tl- 
S3'4 ^f<7t7 ^’'ifj. c^rnrr^^H to'7to 7’^ >Ttc?7:'T^ 

's^T C^TO&¥t#t TOM CTO 1^) *5 TO»J '4t?.T^feT'^f^i I C^‘'r*T 

CTOT^^^T Rf^ TO =77 mri *TOT5 rrsRTTi R^9i TO 

tfBf^ ^Rto ’s^T =7-TO =Tr*»Tt'T’? r^mfe^T ! 

Public Prosec'utur CTOTO'R TOfef ^ TO^-f I 31TO TOI^ Rr^^lRc^f? 
^ Rsrf^f C5T5ftt?l R?n ^=7^^ I il=7’ 'TUTO#?^ CWM^ ctotott 

^RBt=T r?T Ml Mfro 3 "TRFnr T^ mi I CMnrTsftMtMP?? Public Pruw-cutorM 
W^ RM5J I T^fM Public Prusecutor^ T53R STO'3 ’S^MMlTOC^fM 
TOf7 Tsrf^ I 31^ CTOt^lTMRt^ Public Prosecutorsf BT?r ) 

CB"'^ "1“YTO TOTM! R; CStT^MSUrr^ 3 3TM ^ &9t^ 

yfTOr TOTO ^‘tRf fros cbIi MfRry.vM i R: c!s7V53^n^, TO MfftrjRfM 
Mit TOT M7^ fMM7T%5 3 ttTOR^ 7^570^ I ^i\ TOW^tM 
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8fa ^ i ^ 

irfQut^ ^ ^ 5jl??rtc^ I Jprtw 

’T^ •<ttf?Trtc^ I ’rat^ «rt 

^»*Tm, ’afWi^Q (7R1 

S<ia I c^rat^rr^ <ij^ ^vn ^(?i^ ^%5fe i 

oq^ ^pTfrl, ^rtwfw ilPTT tffete ^T, (yny\^ mj Trf^ 

<:fo«i"ra«i? c^t^T ^5Tfr ’tor ^ r^ c^ ott (Rtat^r^t^ cs^ 
^-ra^ f%r*N i 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLAL HUQ: Mr. Dopnty Speaker, Sir, 

1 have ^ot io say a lew words in reply to thi.> del)ate. Before I do so, 

1 shall he;^iii witli a very sineere prayer to the Ahni^'-hty that in what- 
ever I tna> say in the eoiir^e of inx speech J ]na\ not be led to make 
any false statements or say anything whi(*h ma\ wound the feelings 
of iny jxdiiieal opponents. Sir, 1 am a sinner, but ii*\ ojaver ma> be 
fteeepted by (lod. 

My object is to luing alxuit a peaceful atmo^phere so that the civil 
war that is no\\ going on in this (’oiintr\ may <'ease and that all (Uir 
efforts ma> be co-ordinated t(ovards meeting the aggression of the 
\»nemy and that we may all work together hand in hand for the good <d 
our common motherland. 1 find not merely from t’ne sj>eeclies tliat 
have been delivered but also from the (juestions that have ])een ])Ut to 
me by various members of the ( )j)j)osition as aKo from what apjrears 
in the press which HU]>ports the Ojrposition that inanv of the alb'gations 
that art* made against me or against this Ministry aie founded on 
tf!)soIute untruths, exaggerations, half-truths, distortions of fircts which 
nililst necessarily mislead p<*ojde wdio do not know what the actual facts 
urip.'^ Now, Sir, rrr> friend Mr. Farhad Baza riroudliurv who opened 
the" debate spoke of m\ treacherous act 1 forgive him for wliat hejias 
said because the poor innocent lamb dws not know tlie meaning of the^ 
word he has used. 1 am sure he has innocentlv read out the speech 
which was written b\ somebody cBe for him. Th^‘^e words Mo not 
harm me irr the least because 1 have filed certain suits in the High 
Court and 1 want the defendants to go into the witness box and fa<‘e 
cross-examination. The worbl can then see wherein lies the treachery, 
who is the traitor, and who are the betravers. 

Sir, ever since we took office nearly three months ago, my triends 
in Opposition have not only had the utmost latitude in their speeches 
and pnvpaganda but that this latitude ha.s not merely overstepped the 
hounds of discretion but has been positively harmful in bringing about 
a condition of things which we all now very deeply deplore. 
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As regards the meetings held by the Muslim League, the House 
will be surprised to hear and, 1 think, even the members, of the 
Opposition will be surprised to hear, that they have hehl no less than 
427 meetings up to tlje end of February. 1942. Most of fiese were 
unauthorised meetings, in some which even the leaders of the 
Muslim League party have taken part. The piotes> that Imd been ^ 
followed all along was simply this: Permission uas sought for a 
meeting to be attended In lenders. Put on that da\, througlouit the 
district and in the rieighhourhood, hundred'' of their t‘nn'',saries 
collected j)eople and instead ot making speeches' and ciiticisjiis cim- 
demning the polic\ of tin* present Ministr\ the\ indulged in p<‘i\sonal 
abuses, distortion ot tacl.s and ]M»ur(‘d ahnsi*> on ui\ devoted head. I 
have been compared with most despieahle eharacters known in history. 

I have been called a traitoi. 1 ha\e been ealb'd a bet laser (\oires f?om 
the Opiiosition Ilencbes - Uiglill\ ) I know. Sii. ni\ friends ojiposite 
iiave got wounds in their heart w ineli ha\e lacerated their fet'iings in 
eonscMjuence ot the favours the\ have several linies received at ni\ 
hands. Thcv ni|,\ think that the abu.ses thev have jioiired on tiie and 
the <listorti(Ui oi tacts will carrv ihe dav tor them, d'hey iiiav also 
think that the slateiiieiits ihev havr* made and the disioilmn of iarts 
and untriitlih they have indulged in will luuxlwriik the jteople and they 
will be able to win over <iuf r'Ujrpoilers to join the Opposition. I may 
tell them, (iod the Almightv has alwavs s-ived no* and will also nave 

me now 1 can declare here and now that in s)>ite ot the eanipaigns 

that have taken jiiace against myself and niv ministry, in spite of thi' 
tremend(»us ellorts that have heen made to mi.slead the people and *o 
hoodwink tliem not a single sujiporter ot mine has t'Ver wavered or will 
ever do so, (Cries ot “Hear, hear” ln»m the Progressive Omilition 
Benelies.) Tliereton*, I am determined here and now to carrv this 
Ministrv on through the rro'rev of Providroiee. dioud noisr and crieii 
of “The verdi(‘l ot the people will he given at the time ot the nyxt 
General Fleet ion.”) 1 tiavc got a<‘<•u^toJllcd t«» thr'sc ehaliengcs 

General Fdection. I declare Iutc and now tliat 1 arii the first man 

who would like to havr* a (iencial Flection even ri<»w , jiossihle, 
(Mr. Ahul Hashim rose on his feet and wanted to sjieak sometlnng. ) 

I know the ferdings of the party opposite, and I ahso know that some 
of the leaders of that part> had been assaulted by the public when 
they wanted to say anything against me. 


As regards these challenge.s. maj 1 remind the honourable members 
of the Opposition that such challenges were thrown <»ut t<» me in Hh% 
also; I had accepted those challenges at that time. Ami if through 
the mercy of Providence the General Election comes now. 1 am f|uite 
eure that hiatory will repeat itself, and I know quite well on which 
•ide the verdict of the people will be. 
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Sir, I am speaking about facts now, to which reference has been 
made ihy friend Mr. Suhraw^rdy whom I congratulate for the very 
mild tone of his speech and to whom I convey my thanks for not being 
bitter against me which he could have been. May I tell Mr. Suhra- 
wardy Ibat his information about h/irUils in Noakliali and all that he 
has said are not (juite true? As regards my friend Mr. Farhad Raza 
Choudhury, he not only dta^s not behnig to Noakhali, but I do not think 
he has ever been to Noakhali. Mr. Suhrawardy has been to Noakhali 
and some of the facts are perhaj)s within hi» knowledge. As regards 
others he has been talking like a harri.stei- Iroin his brief containing 
false statements. 

As regards the complete horfuJ, may I tell my friend that 1 was 
at X( 111 Khali on the day he has referred to? Eft'orts w'ere made by 
my friend Mr. Abdul (Jotran, Public Prx>s(*cutor, in his position as 
(’huirman ot the M unicij)alit\ , to indu(‘e the public to close their 
shops on the pain of condign iHinishment. 'Die District Magistrate 
thereupon issued a notiie that if these fuirtnis uere observed he would 
see that the (ransgressois oi lav\ were juini^hed. Xoh, Sii. so far as 
tile luirfal is concerned. I went about the streets and lound that tliere 
was absolutely no harfdl. (Pries ot “there was InirUil" iioin the 
opposition Henclies.) I am onl\ making a statemtuit. \oii ina\ or may 
not Indievc it. 1 say theic was no Mr. Sulirawanh sa\s that 

there was a fnirt/iL It it pleasos the members of the ( tpjiosii mn. b*t 
them assume ibt'i'e was a hfirtal, but it will not 1im(1 us an\ where. 
Thank (iod, 1 am hen- in sjiite of the iiarhil \ and it it pleases 
Providence 1 will be lime in "pile ot or an\ tiling elst*. 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: On a ])oint id iMi^onal ixjdaiiation, 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: On a point of order, 
Sir. Ib'isonal explanation ran come only at the end 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 had no desire to raise the 
question of hartal 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: What is >our ruling, 
Sir, on my point of order? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. Mr. Suhrawardy has 
already stood on a point of personal explanation and he must be allow- 
ed to finish his point of personal explanation. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Rut I respectfully 
submit, Sir. that a point of order must have precedence. It has been 
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the rule in this House, time and again, when a member rose on a 
point of personal explanation, that he minst do it at the of the 
speech in which ^ome points have been raised reiiuiring a personal 
explanation from somebody. May we kn4)w. Sir. if you will hold on 
to that convention or you hold a dijTerent view^ 

Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Dutta Mazumdar, I atii siuTy, I 
do not agree with you. The honourahle iucmb(*r is entitled to rise on 
a jKiijit of p(‘rsonal explanation here arnl ik»w. 

(At this stage Mr. II S. Suhrawardv rose to speak again by way 
of pers(»nal t‘X))la nation when there was a trenoMidous noise both from 
the Progressive (’oalitioii Benches and from the Opposition Benchea.) 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, tlo* (|U(*.slion be now put. 
You sai<] that nou would put tin* questn»n at 11 o'clock 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sii’, I would like to have- 

some iintfc time becaus<‘ owing to these intcrni})tionH I could not (hull 
with all the points raised. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: How (an we help it 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I wanted to make iv 

detailed rc[d\- 

(Mr. H. S • Please do n<tt mak<* it a ]>ersonal (juestion.) 

No, I will not; li 1 do. ph*asc iorgive me. 

M\ frioiid Mr Snliraward_\ }ia> said that tin* Opposition Jiarty 
should lia\c a ri^jht to express then opinion on tin* ( io\ ^onimoit in 
power. 1 cutireU a^'iec and it lhal njj;hl h deiiicil the Opposition, 
there i*' an eml ol {»art\ s\*>|j-m (u domocrato- govf jii merit . 1 entirely 
agree and it niv tiieml will take tlo* titmble of -.eeing me and do me 
the lionour of talking to me and jMoniing out to im* wherein this right 
has l»een denied to m.\ triends, I pnmiiM- here and now tliaf I will 
satisfv him that this ( io\«'r!i!m‘nt will do its utmost to give them the 
fullest liberty to exjoess tbeir disap|»rtdnil ion of this (jovernment and 
its policy. ("Dierc was interruption from the Muslim I/uigue benches.) 
Dr. Sanyal will not give me more than two minutes; so let me finish. 

Now, Sir. as regards our highhandedness I hope 1 will not be 
interrupted when I niak<* this statement. V\ c all know that the 
Presidenh of the All-lndia Muslim l^-ugue, Mr. .liiinuh, visited 
Calcutta the other day and went to Serajganj to preside over ft 
meeting. It may not be known to the members of this House that ft 
very big black-fiag demonstration had already been organised and the 
Commissioner of Police (Voices from the Muslim Tjcague benches t 
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You orgranised that.) I wa« not here. I arrived at 11 o’clock and 
Mr. Jijinlh arrived at 12. The Commissioner of Police had consulted 
me iM'fore I left Calcutta and believe me, Sir, I told all officers with 
whom 1 came info contact that utmost efforts should be made to see 
that no disrespect was shown to the President ot the All-India Muslim 
Lea^fue, t)ecauH(* I felt that it is against good breeding, against courtesy 
to show disrespect to a guest and because I also ielt that disrespect 
ahown to Mr. Jinnah might have a very serious repercussion on ])ublic 
peace and tramiuillity. (Khan Paliadur Mohammed Ali : AVhat 
about rilaj)ara telegram Tlie telegram which 1 sent to mv IVivate 
'Secretary never referred to Mr. .Tinnah. 1 can tell the House that if 
I sent a telegram for that I could liave some i»eople to bring out a 
black-flag (hunonstration. Tlie teleg-ram referred to did not give any 
date. I was told that Mr. A.shrafali and other ])ersons belongings to the 
damiat-ul-Clema were coming t(» Calcutta and that telegram referred 
to tiuit. It HO ha))])en(‘d that Mr. Aliaf ]l(*.Hsain, Direct()r of Public 
Information, hap]»ened to he in m\ !*rivat<‘ SA'cretarv’s otfi<'(‘ and I 
was told that lie immediately rang- up Sii Xaziinuddiu and ])ersons 
went to the (’onimis.sifuier of Police distorting facts and saying tliat I 
flent a tclcg^ram in ord(‘r to organis<* a (bunonstration against Mr. Jitinah. 
I say here and now that I nev4-r did anything ot the kind. 

Now, Kir, let nn* touch one otlier jioinl li has ht*en said that 
Public Prosecutors have been sacked, that Mr. (i of ran is under orders 
of suspension or has Wen dismiss<‘d, that names ot ]>leaders belonging 
to tlie Muslim la-ague have been remo\<‘(l tioin the panel ot IWhlie 
I’rosecutors, and so forth 1 say tliat th(‘s(' siaD-mcnts an* absolutely 
false. 1 verified tliem h\ relcr<*nce to m\ friend tin- dudicial Minister 
and I further verified them by referem-e to the Legal Pememhrancer, 
who AAJis lu-rt-. 1 make the statement here and now that not a hair 
•of any Muslim pleader or id an> pleader hehmging tt> Muslim Wague 
lias he4*n touclu'd. Nobody lias been dismi.ssed or ilischarged or punish- 
•ed in any wn> . That is a taUe jiropaganda whldi is Wing carried 
against us like other false statements in order to prejudice the people. 
My friend Mr. Farhad Ifaza (^hoinlhury said that Public Prosecutors 
have btK’it ilismissi'd. This is ahsolulidy false. No one has l>et*n dis- 
mi.ssed. I have got all the.se files with me — not here hut in my office 
— and 1 can bring them to-morrow to show that nothing of the sort 
has hiHui done. I make this statement in tin- pre.sence of the Hon’hle 
Revenue Minister and the Legal Hememhranter. who is present in this 
House. This is the manner in which lies are (-ireulated against us. 

Sir, I have tried to he as brief as possible Wcause it is not even 
necesflary for me to give a denial to the atrocious charges that have 
Keen made based on aWolutely untrue and false statements. But it is 
nt'ccasary that the public whom we .serve should also know how sorely 
we are tried, how keenly we feel the impediments that are put in our 
way and I wish to testify that although these attacks on me and my 



xm.] 


229 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


Ministry are Inking made in the name of democracy and freedom and 
liberty tliey really strike at the root of the well-beinir of the inarticulate 
masses whose interests will alwa\s be our most sacred charge. 

Mr. H. S, 8UHRAWARDY: On a point of personal explana- 
tion — 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Sir, the Question now put. 

The motion of Mr. M. Farhad llaza (’houdhui\ that tli(‘ (h‘nmnd 
of Ks. 1/^7,42,000 for expenditure umbT the head “2o--(i!enerul 
Administration — fieneral AdmiiiHtration” hr r<‘duced by Ks. 100, was 
then ])iit and a divisiim taken rtith the tollouing result; — 


AYES 41. 


A*4«i Attt. ■wlana Mi. 

AMal Hill, Hr. Mina. 

AMbI Haklai VlkraMpari. Haalvi Ml. 

AMal NaaiM. Mr. A. M. 

AMal Karim, Mr. 

AMal Latif ftevaa. Maalvi. I 

AMal MaJM. Mr. tjrM (Naakhali). 

AMal Matalak Malik, Or. j 

AMnila-AI MakmaM, Mr. j 

AMar Rakmta, Kkaa takalor A. F. M. 

AMar Rakmaa IMIlqi, Mr. 

AMar Rttekil Mahaitol. Mr. 

Akiar Ra«kaM. Maalvi Ml. 

AMal IkakMl. Maalvi Ml. 

Akilar Rata Ckawlkary, Kkaa Rakalar Maalvi. 
Akal Haikim, Maalvi. 

Akal NtMia AkmM, Mr. j 

Aftak All, Mr. I 

AkmM All Mrilka, Maahri. 

AkiMl Masala, Mr. i 

AalM Hastaia Kkaa. Kkaa Rakalar Maalvi. I 

NOEf 


AMal Halil, Mr. Mia. 

AMal Makim, Maahri (Mymsaiia|k). 

AMal NamM Ikak. Maalvi. 

Akial KMtr, Mr, (aliai Lai Msah). 

AMal Majil Maalvi (Mjamailafk). 

AMal Wakak Kkaa. Mr. 

AkMri Wakal, Maalvi. 

Akiar Raal, Kkaa RakMar Maalvi I. (Hawrak). 
AMar Raaf. Kkaa Rakalar Ikak (Raafpar). 
AMar Ratiak, Maalvi. 

Aka Nassala larkar, MaalvL 
Akal Fan. Mr. Ml. 

Aafcanrya Rkaa^kary, Makaraja lasM Kaata, at 
MaklafaMa, Myamasiafk. 

Akami AM Kaafatparl. Kkaa RakMar Maalaaa. 
Akami Kkaa, Mr. lyM. 

AmJaaiak, Kkaa lakik MaalvL 
Amk AH Mia, MaaM Mi. 

Aamaral Atim, Kkaa RakMar Hi. 


Farkai Raia Okavikary, Mr. M. 

Fallal Quaiir, Kkaa Rakalar Maalvi. 

Failar Rahman, Mr. (Dasea). 

Failar Rakmaa, Mr. (Mymsaiintk). 
Naliaiila Chaaihari, Mawivl. 

Namliaiiin Ahmai, Kkaa lakik. 

Maairailin Akkani, Maalvi. 

Makimmvi Alt, Khan Rakalar. 

Mahammal Israil Maalvi. 

Mahammal liiil^as, Kkaa Rakalar Dr. lytl. 
Naiaraliab, Rawabiala K. 

Naiimallia Khvaja Hr. K.O.I.I. 

Naarallla, Mr. K. 
lakakS'Alam, Mr. lyal. 
lalim, Mr. I. A. 

Israjal Islam, Mr, 

Ikakakallla, Mr, Kbaraja, C.R.E. 
lakraararlf. Mr. H. I. 

Tamiiallla Kkaa, Mr. 

Yasaf AM Cbaalkary Mr. 
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Askar, AM, Maalvi. 

Ralrallf Ja. Mr. lyal. 

Rtaariaa, Iks Man’Wa Mr. Fraaiatba Nafh. 
Raaarjii, Mr. lolya Priyt. 

Roral AM, Mr, Ml. 

RaroM, Raka Pramkari. 

Raraia, Hr. PasfaiM. 

Rarama, Raka Ikyaan PrasM. 

Rarona, tka Naa’Ma Hr. Upaaira Natk. 
Rasa, tka Maa’Ma Mr. laataak Kaoiar. 
Rkavmik, Dr. Raklala Okaalra. 

RIrkaqrra, lir Haary, Rort. 
rnmm, RaM Lakskml Nartyaa. 

RIawaa, Mr. Rasik Lai. 

Mmvos, Hr. laraaira Natk. 

Rkakrakarty, Mr. laHalra Natk. 
dakrakarly, Raka Naraaira Narayaa. 
Okoalkart, Ral Naraaira Natk. 
Cklppaalala, Hr. I. W. 


Hart, Hr. I. A. 



23p 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


[12th Mabch^ 


Dm, fill laliik AMkal Maiitfra. 

Dm, Dai laUil Kirit Ibaiaa. 

Dm, llr.|«aaaMkaa. 

Dm Dafla, Data Kkagaatfra Natk. 

Dm ttairta, Irijat Naraakra Natk. 

Datta flakta, Miu Mira. 

Datta MMaaMar, Mr. Nfkaranda. 

Edkar, Mr. 

iiMadal Haaaa, KmI. 

FMlal Had, tka Hoa’kla Mr. A. K. 

Qkaaa, Mr. Atal Kriakaa. 
ttiaMitfla Akaiad, Mr. 

Dataai tarwar Hoaaial. Mr. Ikak Syad. 

DrlMtka. Mr. 0. 

Dakta, Mr. 4 . N. 

Daraai, Mr. Daaikar llagk. 

DyaaaMia Akaiad Okaatfkary, Aikadi. 

Haailitoa, Mr. K. A. 

NMaa All Okawdkary, Mr. lyad. 

HaaaaMitaaiaa, Maalvl Md. 

HMkaai All Kfcaa, Tka Haa'kia Kkaa Dakadar 
Maalal. 

HMiaa Marikad, Mra., M.i.C. 

Mataaially daaiadar, Kkaa laklk Maalvl. 

Haary, Mr. David. 

Idrla Akaiad Mia, Maalvl. 
daaak All MalaaMar, Maalvl. 

Kakiraddin Kkaa, Kkaa Dakadar Maalvl. 

KHaai All Mlria, laklkiada Kawaa dak lyad. 
Kkaa, Mr. DaNadra Lall. 

Kaaiar, Mr. Alai Okaadra. 

Kaada, Mr. Ntakitka Natk. 

Lakiri. iaka Aakataik. 

Mekkaraaa, Mr. D. F. 

Makiaddia Ahaiad Dr. (Bogra). 

Maktak, Makarajadkiraja Dakadar, Uday Okaad. at 
Bardwaa. 

Maji, Mr. Advaita Kaaiar. 

Majaaidar, Mn. Hiaiakrtva. 

Maadal, Mr. Aairita Ul. 

Maadal, Mr. Baaka Bakari. 

Maadal, Mr. Birat Ckaadra. 


Maadal, Mr. Kriakaa Fraaad. 

Maairunaman lataaitkadi, Maalaaa Md. 
Mifkal Naaala, Mr. 

Makaia, All, Mr. Md. 

Maokarjaa, Tka Haa*kla Dr. lyaaitiKtikd. 
Margaa, Mr. Q., C.I.E. 

MaHan, All Mallak, Maalvl M. 

Makammad Atial, Kkaa Dakadar Maalvl lyad. 
Makaaiaiad Ikrakiai, Maalvl. 

Makaainiad likadaa, Maahri. 

Makkarji. Dr. H. C. 

Mulllek, Mr. Palia Bakary. 

Muikarrut Haatala, Nawak, Kkaa Dakadar. 
Mattagawtal Haqaa, Mr. lyad. 

Nackar, Mr. Haai Ckaadra. 

Pattiagar, Mr. 0. U. 

Praaianik, Mr. Tarlaickaraa. 

Rakaiaa, Kkaa Bahadur A. M. L. 

Rajikaddla Tarafdar, Maalvl. 

Raailiuddin Akaiad, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Ckaru Ckaadra. 

Ray, Mr. Dkaaaajay. 

Ray, KtkirN Ckaadra, Rai Bakadur. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaiatka Natk. 

Roy, Mr. Patiraai. 
ladaruddia Akaiad, Mr. 
kaaauilak, Dr. 

taayal, Mr. Saainki lakkar. 
larkar, Baku Madkuiudaa. 
laa, Mr. AtuI Ckaadra. 
laa, Mr. Dkirai|dra Natk. 
laa, dogaik Ckaadra, Rai Bakadur. 

Ikakadali, Mr. 

Ikaaiiuddia Akaiad, tka Haa'kia Mr. 
Ikaaiiuddla Akaiad Kkaadkar, Mr. 
liagka, Baku Kikatra Natk. 

Sirdar, Baku Litta Muada. 

Stark, Mr. A. P. 

Wallur Rakaiaa, Maalvl. 

Waikar, Mr. J. R. 

Youiut Mina. 

Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


Tilt' Am‘.s 41 am] IIm* 1*21. the mol ion wa.s lo'^t. 


Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Sir, I lo move that the 
(It'mand of IN. 1,27,42.(KHI for expoiidituro iindiT the head “2-> — 
General Administration — 4reiieral Admini.''tratioir‘ ]>(» redueed by 
Ra. 100. 

Sir, tliere has Iuh'M a persistent demand for retrenehment of 
ex|HMiditure \tilh respeet to department's other than the nation-building 
ones, Kdmulion, Agrieulture, Industries, etc., both from inside and 
outside (he legislatures for a long time past. 

Two Retrenehment Committee.s sat and after deliberations sub- 
mitted their re])orts one in 1020 and the other in 1932, at a eonsiderable 


publie expense. 

Rut a study of the Rudget figures since the introduction of MontagJ- 
Chelmsford Rtdorms as well as the inauguration of the so-called 
Provincial Autonomy leaves no room for doubt in one’« mind a.s to the 
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fact that the top-heavy rhararfer of the administration has come to 
stay, that the outlook of tlie him^aucratic reg'ime has not xmd^rgone 
any vital chancre. 

Two facts become clear from the study — 

(1) The expenditure under the heads “(ienerul Administration, 
Police, Civil AVorks, Sufw*rannuation an<l Pensions”, etc., has ^^rndually 
increased from year to year in c<nirse of the last 20 sears. 

(2) The ex}>enditure under the nation-building D<‘partments varies 
from 17 or 18 per cent, at the lowest to 2^') per cent, at the higheit of 
the total revenue receipts. 

To sul>stantiaie the first point, let me quote some figures — 


General Adnumstration . 


Year. 

Rs. 

1921-22 

1,09,35.000 

1931-32 

1.23,29,00(1 

1937-38 

1,49,82,000 

1938-39 

1,59, 12, 0(H) 

1939-40 

1. TO. 12, 000 

1941-42 (rcviNcd estimate) 

1,81,34,000 

1942-43 (budget c'^timate) 

l,8(;,(i0,000 

From Die above it will be seen that as 

Wtween 1921-22 and 1942-43, 

the exiKuditure (»n (Icneral Administration has gone up by 

Rs. 77,20,000. 


Now, Sir, let me <juote some figures 

regarding the ex|M'nditure on 

“I’olice” — 


Police. 


Year. 

Rs. 

1923-24 

1,76,92,000 

1933-34 

2.22,72,000 

1939-40 

2,28,28,000 

1940-41 

2,34,50,000 

1941-42 (revised e.stimate) 

2,50,73,000 

1942-43 (budget estimate) 

2,48,62,000 

Thus the increase under this head from 1923-24 to 1941-42 has l)een 
aa much as Rs. 73,81,000, and this holds good with regard to the 

expenditure under other similar heads. 
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After the iuauguration of the present reforms, in the year 1937-38 
the toial revenue receipts were Rs. 13,00,85,000 and the expenditure 
on Education, Meilical and other nation-huiJding Departments was 
Rs. 2,f53,ll,000, which came to about 17 or 18 per cent, of the total 
revenue receipts. In the year 1938-39, the total revenue receipts were 
Rs. 12,70,81,000 and the expenditure on nation-building departments 
was Rs. 3,07,52,000, the percentage being about ‘25 per cent. In 
1939-40 lh<‘ total revenue receipts were Rs. 14,31,60,000 and the 
exj)enditure on nation-building departments w^as Rs. 3,15,86,000, 
about 2‘2 per f*ent, of the total revenue receipts. 

Now, Sir, the administration as has ]>een carri<‘d on so long may 
be ('onij)ared to the management of the funds of a joint family, the 
managemcFit alone appropriating the major jFortion about 75 per cent, 
of the family funds and the memlx'rs starving as a conseipience thereof. 
The (ioverniiient exists for the few^ fortunate highly-jiaid otiicials and 
tlieir li(‘nchmcn — certainly not for the people iti general who have to 
bear the biirden. 

The members of this House particularly those who represent the 
masses have held out big promi.s<*s to their electorates. Rut, Sir, if 
this state of things continues where will the\ get the money recjuired 
to give effect to their programmed Ry taxation? Well, measures of 
ta\atit)n have been resorted to and on every occasion the (fovernment 
gave assuraiH’e tliat the money to be raised would be utilised for the 
nation-building dej)artments, only to be dishonoured subsequently. 

()nl\ v<*ry rec«'ntly three new taxation measures, viz. The Rengal 
Finance (Sales Tax) Act, 1941, the Rengal Motor Sj)irit Sales Taxation 
Act, 1941, and the Rengal Raw Jute Taxation Act were passed and 
assurance given as usual and the proceeds of these taxes are anticipat- 
ed to Ik* Rs. 1,94,74,006, but the fact remains that the assurance has 
been dishonoured. 

Raving regard to the limitations of the Government of India Act 
and the commitments under the present circumstances of the previous 
Governments, retrenchment of expemliture under these heads is the 
only jiractical proposition if you want more funds for the nation* 
building departments. The present Ministry should adopt the most 
salutary principle tliat the nation-building departments should absorb 
the major portion of the total revenue and that the other departments 
should under no circumstances absorb more than a fixed percentage 
say 33J per cent, or at the highest 40 per cent, of the total revenue 
receipts. 


Sir, in the year 1921-2*2 the expenditure under the head 
* ‘Superannuation and Pensions” stood at Rs. 44,07,000; in 1931-32 it 
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was Rs. 49,48,000. In lliaiMO it roso to Rs. l.tM.04,000 and in 1940- 
41 it r(Kse further to R.s. U07,o3,000. According to the revi8#d esti- 
mate for 194 J -42 it was Rs. 1.11.92,000 and the budget estimator for 
the coming year is Rs. J ,H),42,00(). 

From the figures I ha\e given, I submit, it is «-lear thal^iOs Govern- 
ment exists not for the pc'ople in general. In order to have more 
funds for tile nation-building Departments, the only tdTectivt* praeiical 
stej) would 1 h‘ that the pay (d the liiglily-paid officials should 1 m‘ revised 
so as (o mak<‘ it (•ommen^ul ate with the itieome of t!o‘ Government. 
You mii>t ( ut the coat acr(»rding ic) the cloth. The maximum ]»uy of 
an officer of Go\e‘rnmciit should not exi’ml Rs. oOO per jueiisein. I 
am strongly of opinion that there no other method except a drastic 
cut in the pay of highl\-j)aid otficero and expenditure under heada 
other than luitioii-huilding departments. 

With tlie>e tew words. 1 eoiiimend my motion to tlie ne<'ej)tance of 
the House. 


Adjournment. 

It being 11-80 am. — 

Tlie Hou<s‘ was ailjourned till 8-8ft a.m. on Fridav , the 18th Marcb, 
1942, at the As->emhl\ Houm‘, C'alcntta. 
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Procecdingt of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
undei the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The AsslIsMflLY met in the AHsemblv House, (alciitta, on Friday, 
the 13th March, ^94‘^, at 8-30 a.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Den^^ity Speaker (Mr. Syed Jalaliddin Hashemy) in the 
Chair, 7 Hon’hle Ministera and 210 memhers. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Appointment of a temporary Assistant Analyst in the Public Health 

Laboratory. 

•147. Dr. SANAULLAH: (a) Will the Hon'hle Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and l/ocal Self-doverninent Department l)e pleased 
to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that the iK)st of the Assistant Analyst, Public Health, has l)eeii 
lying vacant for some time past : 

(li) that the said jxwt is reserved for the Musliin*^; and 

(iit) that a non-Muslim is officiating in that jK)st y 

(b) If the answer to (//> is in the affirmative, is the ITon’ble Minister 
considering the Assirability of apjxiiutiug a suitable Muslim candidate 
4,0 the post ? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Santc^h 
Kumar Basil)* Owing to the resignation of its Muslim incumbeat 
a teinpornry post of Assistant Aiialysti-in the Public Health Laboratory 
fell vacant and the Comi^iunal Ratio Officer having advised^that the 
post should be fillwl by a lion-Muslim other t)ieit«A Scheduled ('aste, 
as it was the second vacancy in the cadre, the Demonstrator of the 
Laboratory who is a caste Hindu has been appointeil to officiate in 
the post. 


(b) Does not arise. 
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Mr. ABUL HOBAIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleiised. to state whether the appointment of the Muslim indumbent 
exceeded the communal ratio or not? 

The Hon’bie Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I not quite 
follow the question, I am sorry, but ii appears thi^ the Communal 
Ratio Officer has given his advice in this case and that advice has been 
followed. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Ijon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the advice of the ( onmmnal Hatia OHicer was 
obtained during the regiiin* of the present Ministry ? 

* 

The Hon’bte Mr. SAHTOSH KUMAR BASU: On many occasionB 
his recommendations have come up for consideration. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there is any other Muslim in the same cadre? 

The Hon’bie Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: 1 will look into the 
matter. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the number of Muslim officers in the cadre 
has exceeded the communal ratio? 

The Hon’bie Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: No 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’bie Minister be 
pleased to state whether this appointment was mi^ excluding the 
cases of other deserving Muslims? 


The Hon'ble Mr. IaNTOSH KUMAR BASU: No deserring 

Muslim has been excluded. 

i 

Mauivi ABDUL«LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’bie Minister be 
pleased state whether the post was adver4jiie<l and whether de^rviny 
Muslims came^nHiTa^ or not ? 

Tha Hofi’bla Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: 1 think it is o^n 
all Muslims, but as to whether any advertisement was issued or not 
1 shall look into. I want notice. 

16 
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Prom^ions of Junior Civil Servioe oflloers to Bengal Civil Servtoe. 

*148)1 Mr. SHAHEDALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department he pleased to state whether under the existing 
rules Sub-Deputy Collectors putting in more lhan 20 years’ service, 
are not eligible for promotion to the Bengal Civil iSer\'ice? 

(6) If so, is the Ilon’ble Minister aware tb^t there is a feeling 
amongst the senior members of the Bengal Junior Civil Service over 
this question ? 

(c) Do the Govarument contemplate the revision of the said rule 
in the mattefrP 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Pkziul Huq): (a) No. 

(/>) and {(') Do not arise. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: With refrence to answer {a), will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is the practice ot the Govern- 
luent of Bengal not t() promote Sub-I)«])Uty (Olletiors who have put 
in 20 years of service to the Bengal Civil Service Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There is no such rule. 
But I may inform the House that what ha])i)ene(l with regard to these 
promotions so fur is this: Under the distinct rule. Buie o (2) (/>) of 
the Provincial Service Becruitment Buies, a Siib-l)e})ut\ ( ollector is 
entitled to promotion to the Bengal Civil Service without restriction 
of age, provided he is recommended f(»r promotion before the age of 
40. There was a proposal to motlifv the rul(‘ to the effe(‘t that only 
otiicers who have rendered lo to 20 \ears ot service would be eligible 
for promotion to the Bengal (’ivil Service. This proposal has since 
been dropped umj[^the service concerned has been informed accordingly. 
So there is no such rule now. 


Parking of motor oars near oinoma. 

*148. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (n) With reference to 
the reply gi^en to clause (b) of unstarred question No. 5 on the 16t4i 
February, 1942, will the Hon’hle Miniater in charge |)f the Home Deport- 
ment ^ pleased to state— 

(i) what the nature of the inquiry; 

(it) by w'hom it waa conducted; 

whether any witness was examined: and 
(♦r) whether the complainant or the occupant of the car waa 
examined ? 
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(b) If the answers to {a) (iii) and (/r) are in the ne^rative, will the 

Bon ble Minister l)e pleased to state the reason therefor? ^ 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be please<l to lav on the Table a copy 
of the report of the enquiry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FA2LUL HUQ: (O) u) Departmental. 

(4i) The Commissioner of Ihdice, Calcutta. 

(iii) Yes. 

(iv) No. 

(h) Does not arise as re^»‘ards (//) (ui). 

As regards {a) (/r), the complainant hatl alread\ staled his case in 
a written representation. 

(c) I do not consider that this is expedient. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the ( oniinissioner of Police j>ersonall\ went t(» the 
spot or had the empiirv made b\ another subordinate oiticei ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 cannot say. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon Me Minister be 
pleased to state if the witnesses that were examined were onl\ sergeants 
and constables or if there were out.siders amongst them? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: This case arises out of an 
incident with which the honourable member himself is concerned, and 
he is aware of this. However, it he writes to me confidentially, I 
will state the whole facts, but I am not in a position now f(, deal with 
it as I have not got the file with me. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the de.sirability of per.sonall.v emiuiring into the 
matter and ascertaining whether there is any discrimination ifS the 
parking of motor-cars? 


Tho Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, a** I liave already 
said, if the honourable meinher would very kindly write to me 
confidentially, 1 will look info the matter personally. 
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Aoquisiljon of land for the proposed headquarter station of Notkhali. 

*150. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: (a) Ib the Hon’ble Minister in 
of the Revenue Department aware that a large number of dwell- 
ing lM)ine.st(*ads near tlie (!howmuhuni railway station and on the south 
of llie Hegainganj-Ohowinuhuni Road leading from the east to the 
west are beizig ae([uired for the proposed headquarter station of 
Noakhali? 

(h) Will the Uun’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
original plan for ac(iuisition of land for the prc)]>osed headquarter 
included those boiiiesteads and also the lands on the east of the hhul 
vvliich is passing north to south l)y the west of the llegainganj High 
English School P 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be j)h*used to state the reason for shifting the site of the head- 
quarter from the cast to the west and bringing it to the close proximity 
of th<‘‘ rail way line? 

(d) Is the Iloirble Minister aware that there are enough arable lands 
on the west of the khal which can be acquired for the j)ro]>osed head- 
quarter? 

(c) Will the llon’ble Minister be jdeased to state whether the work * 
of construction of the town will commence this year? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee): (o) There are 47 homesteads 
whicii are under acquisition. 

{(>) Yes. 

(r) Does not arise as there has l)een no shifting of site from the 
original plan. 

{d) Yes. There is some arable land which is also under acquisi- 
tion. 

ie) No. 

m. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: In view of the reply to question (c), 
w’ill the Hon^We Minister be pleased to state what is the reason for 
not commencing this work this year? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: War condi- 
tions. 
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Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hou'ble Minister pleuse 
consider the desirability of postponing? the acquisition of homestead 
lands ? * 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: A iaiKe sum 
of money was voted for the purpose of acquisition this \enr, but since 
the financial year is almost coniinj? t(» an end. probably the proceedings 
will not be completed. So far as this matter is concerned, I under- 
stand there is a grievance on the part of the Noakhali tnembers. and 
what I propose to do is that if the Noakhali member^' would be good 
enough to see me, I shall consider the matter with their advice. I 
have got the maps and plans here, but since 1 am myself not familiar 
with the locality I find it difficult to come to a conclusion. So, we 
all of US shall consiiler the matter together. 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY; Is the Ilon’ble Minister a^'a^(‘ that 
several representations have been received from tin* residt'iils of that 
locality requesting tio\ernment not t<» ac(|uire homestead lamls but 
to acquire arable lands instead Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (Vrtain repre- 
sentations have been lei ened b,N the (lovernment, but not thi.s (iovern- 
ment but tin* fiovernment <d uhieh my friend was a member. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Will tin Il n bb Minister 
please state whether the uork of construction will commence in the 
next financial year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 could not 
say, and as I said just now I should like to consult tin* Noakhali 
members about this. 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Will the Ilon'ble Minister consider 
the desirability of postpoing acquisition until such time’^as he considers 
the proposal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I shall 

certainly consider the desirability of postponing aequisition, if jtossible. 

Detention of security prisoners. 

MSI. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (n) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Departmenf be pleased to 
state whether the security jirisonerii detained under section of the 
Defence of India Rules in Hijli Sf>ecial Jail and other jails, have been 
BO detained at the instance of the Bengal (lovernment? 
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(h) If so, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of 
releasing them forthwith or putting them under trial in a I^w Court? 
(c) If not, will he l)e pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(//) and (c) The whole question is under consideration at present, 
and I hope to be able to make a statement shortly. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(anawers to which were laid on the table) 

Grant of alloMrance to the families of security prisoners. 

70. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Horne Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that the H(‘curity i»risonerN, namely, — 

(1) Sreejut Jamini Mohan Pal, 

(2) Sreejut Makhan liol Dutt, 

(3) Sreejut IJirendra Chandra Chatterjee, 

(4) Dr, Saral Kumar Sen Gupta, 

(5) Sreejut Shyama Charan Biswas, 

(()) Sreejut Hirendra Nath Bose, 

(7) Sreejut Oharu Chandra Roy, . 

(8) Sreejut Tarakeawar Bhattacharji, and 

(9) Sreejut Nalini Mohan Das Gupta 

have not been granted any allowance for the maintenance of their 
families ? 

(h) Is the TIon’ble Minister aware — 

(t) that these security prisoners w’ere the only earning members of 
their families; and 

(ii) that their families are now in a stan’ing condition? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of granting 
any allowance to their families? 

Tho HOffl’bIc Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (ft) In respect of Nos. (8) 
and (9), no. 

In respect of otjhers, I refer the honourable member to th^ question 
already answered by me on the 2l8t February, 1942. 
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(6) (i) No, except Babu Birendra Chandra Chatter jae. 

(it) No. 

(c) I refer the honourable member to the question already answered 
by me on the 2l8t February, 1942. 


Provision for examination foes and for purchaotng text-boolis for studonts 
detained as security prisoners. 

71. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANCULY: {a) U the Hon'ble 
Minister in ehai^re of the Home Department aware — 

(/) that a large number of students have ]>een arrested and detained 
as security prisoners if> tlie Ilijli Special Jail ; and 

(//) that many of those stu<l**nts want to appear in the ensuing 
Uni versify Examinations? 

(h) If the answer to (a) in) is in the affirmative, w'ill the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any provision has been made for 
their examination fees and for pureliasing text-books? 

(r) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(d) Do the Government contemplate making ])rovisionH in this 
respect? 


The HOfl’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (i) There are a Duml>er 
of students among the security prisoners. 

(it) Yes. 

(b) No. 

(c) and (d) In view of the many urgent demands on the Provincial 
revenues in the present conditions, I am inclined to think that Govern- 
ment should not incur financial liability for the purjioses mentioned, 
but I will have the matter examined. 


Mr. /VTUL CHANDRA SEN: Wi th reference to answer (c; and 
(d), where the Hon’ble Minister expressed the opinion that the Govern- 
ment should not incur financial liability for the purpo.ses mentioned, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the total cost Government 
are likely to incur in order to meet the expenses mentioned ? 
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Tin Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I must admit that the 
cost is, not very heavy. I am, therefore, prepared to consider the 
question if some relief can be given. I admit the cost is not heavy — 
only Its. 10, 15 or 20. ^ 

Dn NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer {b) 
“No,” is it the intention of Government to keep these young men 
without facilities for education and examination? 


The Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Personally 1 entirely 
agree with the honourable member. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, hitherto the practice has been 
that personal allowances were given so that out of these personal 
allowances security prisoners could purchase such text-books and pay 
examination fees. These allowances having been stopped, ma^ we 
enquire whether it is the intention of the present Government not to 
give proper facilities to these young men for prosecuting their studies 
and for appearing at examinations ? 


The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have said No on 
advice, but 1 entirely agree with the honourable member that the 
question should lie examined because tins attitude is leally harsh on 
the poor prisoners, and I jiromise if 1 cun 1 shall do something to give 
them some relief. 


War subsorifition realised from Bengal districts and the method of 
oolleoting them. 

72. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’bie Minister 
in chargt? of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(tf) total amount of sulwcription realised, district by district, up to 
date towards waf fund; and 

(b) who are collecting the subscription? 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) A statement is laid on 
the Table. 


(h) Officials and non-officials. 
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Staterrient referred to ui reply to clause (a) of unstarred question No. 72 , 

Bengal War Purposes Fund and East India Fund. 

Analysis of contnbntions. 

The following ie a statement of the AnalyHia of Contributions as at Januar}’ 2\\ 1042: — 



Districts, 

Bengal War 
Purposes 
Fund, 

East India 
Fund. 

Total. 



To date. 

Perioil 

I — Presidency Division — 

Ks. 

Rs. 

Rh. 

Rs. 

1. 

. 24-Pnrganas 

09,204 

1.11,010 

2,11,114 

17,055 

2. 

Jessore 

76.021 

083 

70.004 

I.IKK) 

3. 

Khulna 

6;}.7(i7 

070 

64,083 

3,142 

4. 

Murshidabad 

84,445 

1,483 

86.028 

2.670 

5. 

Xadia 

87.662 

2.800 

00.412 

2,127 


Total 

4.(M».829 

1,17,012 

6.18.741 

20.704 

II — Burdwan Division — 





6. 

Bankiira 

34,400 

46 

34,636 


7. 

Birbhum 

26,119 

133 

26.262 

3.2(K> 

8 . 

Bur<lwan 

2. 83.832 

30.874 

3,23.700 

11,647 

9. 

Hooghly 

06,068 

11.743 

77,701 

842 

10. 

Howrah 

4t»,0l8 

74,108 

1,16,080 

1,150 

11. 

Midnap«,>re 

I, ‘20,304 

6.(H)2- 

1.26,300 

12,060 


Total 

6.70.711 

1 .30,006 

7.01,070 

20,398 

Ill — Chittagong Division — 





12. 

Cliittagong 

1,10,742 

40,374 

1,00,110 

2,551 

13. 

Chittagong Hill Tracts 

0.123 

027 

0,760 

227 

14. 

Noakhali 

74.308 

208 

74,000 


16. 

Tippera 

1.73.971 

2,Wi2 

1.70,473 

127 


Total 

3.77.234 

52,711 

4,20,045 

2.JH>5 

IV— 

Dacca Division — 

* 

* 



16. 

Bakarganj 

14,100 

1#0.787 

1,13,063 

1,742 

17. 

Dacca 

1,57.401 

85.037 

2,43.428 

6,732 

18. 

Fandptir 

05,421 

1.705 

07.216 

22,518 

19. 

Mymensingh 

1.58,079 

5,134 

1,03,213 

3,618 


Total 

4,25,157 

1,92,653 

6,17,810 

84,610 



QTTE8T10NS. 


[13th Mahch, 


SH 




BmgAl War East India 

Total. 



Districts. 

Purposes 

Fund. 

/ ^ 

^ 


< 

Fund. 


To date. 

Period. 



Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

-Rajshahi Division — 





20. 

Bogrs 

10,760 

260 

11,000 


21. 

Darjeeling 

96,378 

78,690 

1,73,968 

989 

22. 

Dinajpur 

99,764 

246 

1,00.000 

1.970 

23. 

Jalpaiguri 

67,393 

1,41,814 

2,09,207 

12,746 

24. 

MaMa 

42,463 

1,622 

43,976 


2fi. 

Pabna 

41,252 

953 

42,206 

446 

2fl. 

Rajiihahi 

1,14,216 

4,881 

1,19,096 

1,055 

27. 

Hangpur 

77.330 

1,251 

78,681 



Total 

6.48,626 

2,29,507 

7.78,032 

17,206 


Mft NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU^, With reference to my question 
{b)f the answer jfiven is “officials and non-officials.” Will the 
Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state who are these officials — whether 
police officers, special officers of l>eht Settlement ffoards and circle 
oflficers are also making collection Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As far as 1 can find, 
police officers have not been employed, but officers of the Bengal 
Junior Civil Service and the Bengal (Uvil Service, debt settlement 
officers and even jute restriction officers have been asked to help collec- 
tion. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state the methods of collection? 

Tho Hon’bM Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; Persuasion, Sir, but 
unfortunately we have received complaints that some kind of coercion 
has also been used, hut I do not know if that has been substituted, but 
it is persuasion mostly, 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Will the Hon ble Minister 
please consider the desirability of i.ssuing a circular to the district 
officers indicating clearly that the tioverument policy is that no coercion 
or extortion should be applied in the matter of this collection and 
that the matter should be left entirely to the voluntariness of the con- 
tributors ? 

Th« Hon’blt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Circulars to this effect 
have been issued from time to time. 
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SJa NARENORA NATH DAS GUPTA s Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that in the Bakarganj district Union Board Presidents are 
collecting war subscriptions to the extent of one-fourth of the tax 
paid by the yillagers P 

Th6 Hoil’bla Mr A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 am not aware of it, and 

I find nothing in the papers })efore me. 

Babu MA0HU8UDAN BARKER: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that different persons in different 
capacities have been realising from the same person war contributions 
and thus the same person is put to much difficulty in payment P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: We have received no 
complaint of that kind. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of the Hon ble 

Minister’s reply that circulars have been issued from time to time, 
will the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of issuing a fresh 
circular b> the new (lovernmcnt. sj>ecially in view f>f the fact that 
complaints have been received from time to time that various objection- 
able methods were applied in making the collectionP 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; Very well. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it will be possible for the Hoi»’ble’ Ministers to ask 
the f»ff]cials not to take part in the collection? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As fur as I cun s(*(^ from 
the papers, the practice is for the officials not actually to collect but 
to help the non-officials in this work. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Does the Hon ble Minister 
consider the de.sirability of drawing up a scheme asking the district 
Board to spend the collections made in a particular district towards the 
organisation of emergency war efforts in the district itself? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is a matter which 
requires consideration. I shall consult my cidleagues and if found 
practicable, we shall do so. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if he is aware that in the industrial area 
Mill ManOgers 4ire threateniujg the U|gnirer$ that will JoHO their 

job if thej' do not pay subscription? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware, but if the 

honoupble iiiemher gives me particulars, 1 shall enquire. 

8J« MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: Does the Hon'ble Minister 
consider the desirability of seeing that ik) war collection is made in 
those districts, particularly in the districts of Bankura and^Birbhum 
where distress is prevailing? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: We cannot give any 
definite instruction. It must rest on the discretion of the officers 
themselves. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
enlighten us if he can take special steps which will ensure only 
voluntary collection and not enforced collection? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I think the warnings 
that have been given Irom time to time ought to deter the officer^ from 
having recourse to force. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DA8 COPTA; is the Hon ble Minister 
aware that the Subdivisionjil Officer, Pirojpur subdivision, has circu- 
lated notices asking the ( nion Board President'' tf) realise ^\ar sub- 
scriptions at the rate of annas 4 in the rupee from the villagers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, Sir. I am not aware 
of it. • 


Bengal Finance (Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir. I beg to 
pre.sent the Report of the Select Committee on the Bengal Finance 
(Amendment) Bill, 1941. 


Point of order. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. On a point of order, Sir. I want 
to know the fate of my motion No. 189 to which reference was made. 

Mr. QEPUTY 8PEAKER: With reganl to your motion, 
Dr. Sanyal, I have admitted it after consultation with Mr. Speaker. 
You will have to divide your motion into two parts. The demand of 
Buch and such be reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion about the 
failure of Government to take necessary legal steps to reduce the 
salaries of Ministers — this is the first part, and (h) and (c) another 
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part. I have also uiade a sli^jht modification with reprard to the first 
part, I mean (a), namely, failure of Gorernment to'inlroduce netessary 
legislation to reduce the salaries of Ministers. I have admitted that 
portion . 

Dr. HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: All right. Thank you. Sir. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

2S— General Administration — General Administration. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: B on’hle Mr. Fazliil Hucj, are you goitjg 
to give any reply to item No. 2, namely, the motion moved by 
Mr. Harendra Kumar Sur? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs Yes, Sir. I shall do so in 
a few words. 

Sir. 1 do not wish to take uj) the time of the House, but 1 want to 
make one or two general observations. It is true that the cost *t)f 
administration has gone up and ‘shows a tendency to increase. Hut at 
the ])resent moment the circumstance.s nn‘ somewhat t*xtra(>rdinttry. 
Many it<‘ms of e.xpenditure appear in the Hudget, because we have to 
undertake certain duties at the instance i>f the Government of India. 
In many cases the (iovcrnment of India shared the co.st with the 
Government of Bengal , ami it was not left to us to say anything 
except making suggestions towards war efl’(»rts. A regards General 
Administration it is true, as 1 have said, that the ('Xpimdit ure show^s 
a tendency to increase If our friends frame a scheme of n*trencliment 
showing in detail what, in their opinion, should he the line of 
retrenchment, this (i<ivei nim*nt will be only too glad to give etle(‘t to 
these suggestions, that the next Budget ina'v ajipear to h(‘ more satis- 
factory than the Budgets we have firesented t(» the ilouse in tlie past. 

The motion of Mr. Harendra Kumar Sur that the demand of 
Rs. 1.27.4*2,000 foi expenditure under the heat! "25 -(ieneral 
Administration —tieneral Administration" be reduced by Its. 100, w'as 
then put and lost. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1, 27, 42, tKW) for expenditure under the head "25 — 
General Administration — General Administration'’ be i;t*duced by 
Rs. 100.. 

Sir, my object in moving this token cut motion is to enter my most 
emphatic protest against the highhanded manner in which the Defence 
of India Act is being grossly misused by the local officers of 
Govemment. 
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Sir, when the Defence of India Act was framed the Government 
of India gave a solemn undertaking: that the provisions of this law 
would be applied only to throttl^A, revolutionary and subversive 
activities of persons and orj^anisations that were lH)stile to the war 
aims and efforts of Government. And that the legitimate activities of 
political organisations would in no way be hampered or restrifteil. It 
is, therefore, surprising that the application of the provisions of the 
A(5t in this province c(»mpletely belie the solemn assurance given to the 
country by the Central Government. And the powers vested in the 
local Government and their exe< utive officers are being chieflv utilised 
in stifling and gagging expressions of public opinion against the 
personnel and composition of the Ministry. Under all recogni|ied laws 
of civilised Government expressions of opinion and criticisms against 
the pcdicy, i)rogramme and personnel of the Ministry is lawful and 
legitimate, Ilut here in Bengal Mr. Fazhil H\Uj thinks otherwise 
and, theretore, tliis liberty and freedom is denied to the people. 

Sir, in this conne(dion what is more Nhocking is that even members 
of the Legislature are debarred from addressing their <’onstituents and 
pelmissiim to hold meetings are withlndd unless undertaking is given 
to the District Magistrate that no <‘riticism would be levelled against 
the policy, or personnel of the present Ministry. This, I submit, Sir, 
is a direct encToachment on not only tlie civil liberty of the people but 
on the fundamental ]>arliamentury jinvilege of members of the 
Legislature. 

Sir, we are tyld that we are iiyassing through perilous times and, 
therefore, freedom and liberty of the {leople miiNt be curtailed. Sir, 
the war situation has been a great boon to Mr. Fazlul IIU4 and his 
Ministry. This has not only given them extraordinary autocratic 
pow’ers but has at the same time served to cover a multitude of their 
sins. The plea that the war is at our doors affords them an opportu- 
nity of suppressing all legitimate activities of persons and organisa- 
tions HOW' in opposition to him and his party. Sir, we. mere mortals, 
cannot see any reason or justification for such ruthless suppres.sion of 
freedom of thought and speeidi at a time when we are supposed to be 
fighting for democracy and the free<lom which we all hold so dear. 
Indians, by nature aiul temperament, are freedom-loving people and 
they would gladly sell their lives for the complete attainment and 
retention of such freedom. Therefore, the policy of repression follow- 
ed by the Government of Bengal is bound to have a serious repercus- 
sion on the war efforts of Gtivernment as that policy is inconsistent with 
the Allii'd war aims. But Mr. Fazlul Iliiq loves himself more than 
he loves freedom. And. therefore, he. in his profound w'isdom, 
believes that the onljk* inherent right the people of Bengal have is to 
worship him as their lord and master. And any indication or expres- 
sion to the contrary is illegitimate, illegal and unlawful which must 
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b€L ruthlessly brought within the mischief of the penal provisions of 
the Defence of India Act or the rules promulgated thereundiir. In 
other wotds. the ilefence of In^ia Act must be interpreted to mean 
Defence of Fazlul Huq Act. And, Sir, it is exactly in accordance with 
and in conformity to this principle^ that the provisions of the Act 
are being applied by the local officers of (Jovernmant. Sir, these are 
adopting Nazi and Fascistic methods with vengeance. 

My friend, Mr. Farhad Reza Chowtlliury, and Mr. 11. S. 
Suhrawardy quoted at length instances of the gross misuse of the Act 
by the ambitious District Magistrates of Noakhali and Tippera. But 
there is one instance of inhuman <Tuelty, to which I n(»w want to make 
a particular reference. At Barisal, the home district of Mr. Fiizlul 
Huq, about oO Muslim students were arrested for a demonstration 
against him and 25^) of them were confined in a hnjnt which was meant 
to accomodate only 4. Sir, we have all heard of the mythical Black 
Hole tragedy invented with the sole pur|)o.se of tarring the reputa- 
tion of Nawah Sirajuddowla, Hut here in the same province, 
Mr, Fazlul Huq, smeessor in office to, and a prototype of Mir Jafar, 
was responsible for enacting in real life what was only legendary and 
fictional. Sir, though Mr. Fazlul Hmi is fighting against Axis war 
aims, he has at the same time no hesitation in borrowing (lestapo 
methods in trying to subjugate the people of this province to his will 
and domination. 

Sir, the volte fare of Dr. Syamaprusad Mookerjee is more surpris- 
ing than the somtjrsuult of the well-known political acrobat. Mr. Fazlul 
Huq. Dr. Mookerjee. once the redoubtable champioiuof civil liberty, 
i.'H now supremely indifferent to the policy of rejircssion which his uew- 
foiind colleague and his (iovernment is pursuing against persons who 
dispute their right to represent the people of the province. And the 
chief actor of the Bhagalpur drama, who himself defied law and order 
in a neighbouring province and who sUmd so heroically by the right 
of the people to hold political meetings, is now a mere passive looker-on 
when similar claims are made by other organisations and which is 
unjustly denied to them by his co-Axis partner. As for the Forward 
Bloc members in the Cabinet, forming the third end of the unhol.v 
Axis partuershif), they have now with their elevation to the Treasury 
Bench become transformed into what may be described as dummy show 
bottles of a Bureaucratic Pharmacy. And their grandiloquent sjieeches 
of the past frtJin the Opposition benches in defence of the civil liberty 
of the people Lave lost all meaning and significance so far as they are 
concerned. 

Sir. as long a.s Bengal’s Axis partnership Ministry continues in 
office with a motley crowd of self-seeking supporters, kept in tow with 
a few lollipops of parliamentary confectionery, freedom of thought, 
speech and action is likely to be scotched and buried in the soils of 
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tke one province where ft is valued dearer than life itself. Well may 
the mtmbers of the Progressive Coalition Party slnwit, /‘Down i«itht ' 
Freedom ! Long live Mr. Fazlul Huql^ ^ ^ ] 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: I^hall first of all ask Dr. SanyaJ to 
move his cut motion, and then I shall, consider what motions are to 
be moved and whether a general discussion will be necessary or not. 

Dfa NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that Hie demand 
of Rs. 1,27,42,000 under the head “25 — General Administration — 
General Administration’* be reduced by Rs. 100. My object in Moving 
the motion is to raise a discussion on the failure of Govern meni to take 
necessary legal steps to amend the Government of India Act with a 
view to reduce the Ministers’ salaries. 

I beg further to move that the demand of Rs. 1,27,42,000 under the 
head “25 — General Administration — General Administration” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 because I also want to raise a discussion about the 
additional extravagant provision for Parliamentary Secretaries and 
also the extravagant provision for travelling allowances under the head 
“Ministers”. 

T hardly need any long speech to convince the House of the 
increasing expenditure provided under the head “Ministers” during 
the last few years. It is noticed from a study of the figures of actuals 
anil estimates of budgets during the last five years of provincial 
autonomy' that from 194 <-48 to 1942-44 budget the total expenditure 
on General Administration has gone up from Rs. 1,42 lakhs to Rs. 1,63 
lakhs, an increase of more than Rs. 21 lakhs. Fnder the head 
“Ministers” in 1947-48 the total expenditure was Rs. 4,97,0(10 and in 
1942-44 budget the sum provided is Rs. 5,19,000 as against Rs. 4,97,000. 
Out of this the voted portion which relates to certain allowances and 
the like as also which relates to the additional expenditure on account 
of Parliamentary Secretaries and the Private Secretary to the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister which are not charged on the revenues of the province, 
in 1937-il8 was Rs. 56, (KK) only and it has gone up to Rs. 1,63,000 in 
1942-43. With regard to the salaries of Ministers, it is true that the 
actual amount provided in 1942-43 budget for 9 Ministers is 
Rs. 2,76,000 as against Rs. 3,12,000 in 1937-48 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: No number is given. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 believe Mr. Sasanka i>ekhar 
Sanyal w’ould do well to learn simple mathematics. From the figures 
we can find out the number automatically. The Chief Minister gets 
Ra. 3,000 per mensem and for 12 months he will get Ri. 36,000. It 
leaves a balance of Rs. 2,40,000, which if divided by Rs. 30,000 
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(Rs. 2,5QP, the salary of a Minister multiplied by twelve) and give 
the number of ei^ht other Ministers. If my friends of the ProJ^ressive 
Coalition Party are still entertaining the fond hope that there is a 
possibility of increasing the number of Ministers on the present scale 
of salaries, let them satisfy themselves from the figures that there is 
no such chance, because unless there is a supplementary demand they 
cannot have more Ministers. 1 recognise that the j)resent Ministry 
has kept down the total amount of money pn>vided on account of 
Ministers’ salaries only but, Sir, the j)arty 1 represent and a section 
of that party tliat to-day has join(‘d the Ministry has all along pressed 
that the Ministers' salari<*s in this province must not bi‘ very much 
inconsistent with the general ptdicv of the Congress and the general 
economic condition of the country. We have pressed that tlie salary 
of a Minister must not exceed a sum of Us. 500 with of course proper 
allowances provided for housing, motor-car and the like. 

Mr. NISHiTHA NATH KUNDU: How much did the ( ongress 
Ministers draw in the Congress provinces ^ 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The Congress Ministt‘rs liave not 
drawn anything more than Its. 500 on ac<-o\int of salary. Don't change 
your ccdours so soon. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: I urn not changing mv colours 
1 want you to give out facts. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 am stating only a fact when I 
say that the Ministcr.s of the Congress I’rovince.s did n(‘vcr draw more 
than Its. 500 per nicnsiun as salurx . 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: On a point of order, Sir. Will 
you plea.se see that there is no interrujition made? 

Mr. DEPUTY BREAKER: I h ope there will be no interruption 
from any side. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 submit that we have on this side 
pressed that the salary of a Minister should be only Us. 500, and 1 
also want to place before the House the considered resolution of the 
Krishak Proja Party as well as (‘ertain other progressive groups which 
are now allied with the I’rogressive (a^alition Party that their Ministers 
would not accept anything more than Rs. l,0tK) only. We do not 
know what arrangements have been made so far by the present Ministry 
to implement those promises and assuraur^es held out t(» the e.<jHntr>'. 

I am one of those who feel that in politics there should be as much 
cleanliness as po^.'»ible 
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Mr. iURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Practise it yourself. 

r 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Biswas knows very well Low 
clean I am compared to Limself. 

And we cannot hold out false hopes. I submit I shall be com- 
pletely at one with the Progressive Coalition Party if they come 
forward with a definite plan and place it before this House or outside 
this House to discuss this matter as to how far it is possible, while 
maintaining the dignity and character of the Coalition that they have 
now formed, to reduce the salaries of th(‘ Ministers with a view to 
giving a lead to the country having actually a new era promulgated. 
Hitherto whenever we raised any question, the reply was that it was 
not tlie present Ministry’s policy but it was somebody else’s policy. 
Here to-day is an instance in whiih the present Ministry cannot shirk 
its own responsibility. They, from the very first day they took office, 
could have taken a different view in the matter and givtui a new lead 
ti> tlie c(»untry. If 1 am allowed to talk of something which is not 
ordinarily permitted here on part> grounds, I may say that it is 
within my knowledge that our esteemed countryman, Mr. Sarat (!handra 
Bose, who is under detention now, gave a definite instruction to his party 
men not to support any other measure than a measure of substantial 
reduction in the salaries of Ministers whn h should be fixed at Ks. 1,(K)0 
pur month. I should like to know what the Forward Block members 
have be(‘n doing so far. Are they keeping their jiromise given to their 
leader and are they fidlowing the instructions given to them by their 
leader? The country demands a straight answer to that. 

Sir, 1 will not take up any more time of the House on the question 
of Ministers’ salaries, but 1 find there are additional provisions for 
remuneration to Parliamentary Secretaries over and above what the 
previous (iovernment had provided for. We had an announcement in 
the Press that there would be seventeen Whips — a ridiculously large 
number for a small House like this — and seventeen Whips were 
appointed for the time being without any salary being provided for 
them. 1 now find, however, that by the back-door an additional 
amount of Rs. 48,000 has been provided for Parliamentary Secretaries 
over and above what the previous Government had provided for. The 
total amount for Parliamentary Secretaries this year is Rs. 76,800 as 
against Rs, 28,200 in the Revised Budget of 1941-42. We fail to 
understand why it has been necessary for this Government to increase 
the expenditure on account of Parliamentary Secretaryship in this 
fashion. We are entirely opposed to it, and we submit we shall not 
feel happy and the country will not excuse the Progressive Coalition 
Party if they in this manner try to distribute patronage for maintain- 
ing themselves in power. 
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I sLall now come, Sir, to the third item of^y motion, naro|lj, the 
question of travelling? allowance. In 19*17-38, the total qnder 
“Travelling allowance” provided was Rs. 51.800: now, this time, 
that is, for the year 1942-43, we find that Rs. 1,05,000 has been pro- 
vided out of which Rs. 25,000 is voted and Rs. 80,000 charged. It 
will be found from section 78 of the (loverninent of India A(‘t that 
this amount of Rs. 80,000 which is charged is provided for the 
Ministers’ travelling allowances. The Ministers’ travelling allowances 
for the year 1937-38 amounted to Rs. 44,000 only, but in 19-12-13 it is 
proposed to be Rs. 80, 000. I do not kn(»w what has iiuluced tlu* i>resent 
Ministers to have such a huge amount ]>rovided foi their own travelling. 
(A voi<'e : “For a smaller mimlxT of ‘Ministers’.”) A frierul of mine 
has rightly pointed out that this increased travelling alhuvance has 
been provided in spite of the fact tliat the number <»f Ministt‘rs has 
been much less than before. I do n(»t know h(»w the MiTUstfUs w’ill 
fiinctitm as Mini.sters and carry out their day-to-day work in the 
Secretariat if they remain for the greater part of the year (Uit on tour 
probably f(»r the purpost* of establishing communal harmony in Kastern 
Ret»gal or prcduibly for the present war emergency, although some of 
us ai)prehend that these tours are more f(>r party purposes than for 
any real good to the country. 1 submit that the country demamlH an 
explanation as to why this additional amount is provided for, and 
we hope the Ministry will be able to justify this additional expediture 
and will give a definite assurance that nothing out of this amount, 
especially out of the additional amount (►ver and abovi* wliat had been 
originally provided for, would be spent for party purposes or jiersonal 
propaganda. With these words, Sir, I move my motion, 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER* As the House is aware, the last three 
motions were imrved and speeches have been delivered by the movers, 
but it has been decided that the other motions tabled will be moved 
formally only without any speech, I will now ask the honourable 
members concerned to move their mcjtions, ami thereafter I will allow 
a general debate on all of them, after which the FTorrie Minister will 
make a joint reply dealing with all the motioiiH in one speech. I 
hope the llon’ble the Ijeader of the Opposition has no objection to 
this procedure. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: We agree to the suggestion you have 
just now made, Sir. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think Govemment also agrees to it 

Tht Hon’bia Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Tea, Sir, 
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Mt^lvi ABDUL LAXIF BISWAS: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,27,42,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — 
General Administration — General Administration” be reduced by 

Rs. 100. My intention is to raise a discussion on the attitude of 
Government regarding the detention of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, m.l.a. 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,27,42,000 for expenditure uroler the head “25 — General Admini- 
stration — General Administration” be reduced by Rs. 100. My inten- 
tion is to discuss tile policy of Government for incurring expenditure 
on communal harmony. 

Mauivi MD. ABDUR RA8HEED: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1.27,42,t)00 tor exjienditure umler the head “25 — 
Gentual AdmiiHNtrution -General Admini‘<tration” be reduced by 

Rs. 100. The object of mv motion is to raise a discussion about the 
activities of tlie Private Secretary to the Ilon ble Cliief Minister 
contrary to the Government Servant.s’ Conduct Rules. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,27,42,000 for expenditun* under the head “25 — General 
Administration — General Administration*' be reduced by Rs. 100. The 
object of the motion is to raise a discussion on the use of the Publicity 
Department for the personal propaganda of the Chief Minister. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Ps. 1,27, 42, Otto for expenditure under the head “25 — General 
Administration -General Administration” be reduced by Rs. 72,t)00. 
The (diject of the motion is to raise a discussion on the appointment of 
l^urliamentury Secretaries. 


Rai Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,27,42,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — 
General Administration — General Administration” be reduced by 
Rs. 100. The object of the motion is to raise a discussion about revi- 
sion of the rules 7(7) and (.V) with the proviso thereto of the Bengal 
Services Recruitment (Communal Ratio) Rules, 1940, as applicable to 
the members of the Scheduled Castt*8. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
RvS. ii27,42,0tK) for expenditure under the head “25 — General Admini- 
stration — General Administration” be reduced by Rs. 100. The object 
of the motion is to raise a discu.ssion on the improper transfer of the 
Muslim executing officers. _ 
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Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Bs. 1,27,42,000 for expenditure under the head “2o — general 

Administration — General Administration” be reduced by Rs. 100. The 
object of the motion is to raise u discussion on the necessity of changing 
the rules of election to municipalities and local bodies. Changes of 

rules contemplated are voting by s>mb(d, extending the right of 

franchise and leaving the right of appointing election officers and other 
relevant teclinical matters to the district a\ithorities. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
(if Its. 1 ,27,42. ttOO for expenditure under the head ‘*2-") -General 

Administratiiui — (ieneral Adnlini^tration” he rcduc(‘d by Its. 100. 
The object of the motion is to raise a discussion about the failure of 
Government t(^ revise the c<unmunal ratio in the Services Rules which 
la> down that in ca.Ne suitabh* <’andidates belonging to a particular 
communitN are not fiut hiMuning iroin amongst Hengal(‘es the recruit- 
ment may be thrown open to non-lb‘ngal<‘es. 

^ 1 also beg to move that the demand of Its. 1.27,42,000 for expendi- 
ture under the head ‘'2o — General A<lminisiration — (iem‘ral Admini- 
stiation’' be ri'duccd b\ Its. 100. The object of the motion is to raise 
a (lI^cu^^lon about the inefficient adinini‘'trution ot the Legislative 
Ass<*mbl\ Dcpiiitmcnt and the urgency of appointing a (h)mrnittet* of 
Eii(juii> to in\estigate into the causes of such im*ffieiem\v and to devise 
remedies ioi tlie same. 

Sir. I reserve m\ observations tor a later stage, if time perniits. 1 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir. 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Its. l,27,42,OtlO ff>r expenditure under the hi*ad “2ft — 
General Administration — (ieneral Administration” be reduced by 
Its. 100. The (dijcct of the motion i^ to raise a discussion about the 
policv in n<»t abolishing the system oi miininatitm in the local bodies 
as well as in the union boards and by not introducing the secret systfim 
of ballot box in the union boards. 

Sir, I also beg to move that the demand of Its. 1,27,42,000 for 
expenditure under the head “2o - (ieneral Administration — General 
Administration” he reduced by Its. 100. The object of the motion ia 
to raise a discussion about the failure of Government in making the 
provision for the expenses of the village chaukidars as recommended 
by the Chaukidari Enquiry Committee. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Mr. Sibnath Banerjee. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANER4EE: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I rfke to 
speak on two motions — jpne is to support the motion of Bbau Bahadur 
Mohammed All regarding miaappiication of the Defen^ of India Rule# 



259 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


[13th Maech, 


end the other is my own motion. With regard to the first I sympathise 
more with the present Ministers than I rise to condemn them, because 
we know that since Mr. *Sarat Chandra Bose, who had a big part to 
play in overthrowing the last reactionary Ministry and installing the 
present Ministry, had been taken away, the Ministers are helpless in 
giving him any relief whatsoever even to bring him to Bengal or near 
Bengal. Also most of the instances that I am going to quote here are 
actions of the |>ast Ministry and therefore it is more a question of 
undoing the evil tluit has been perpetrated than holding them respon- 
sible for them, though they are not altogether innocent in that matter. 
I will give >()ij in sli^irt several instances. Sj. Surendna Mohon Ghosh, 
President of the Bengal ProviiKual Congress Committee, was detained 
under the Defence of India Rules. He was imprisoned and immediately 
he cjime out of the jail gale he wa^ served with orders under the 
Defence of India Rules It cannot be argued that w'hile he was in 
jail he was guilty of any ofience for which the Defence of India Rules 
could be applied on him. Similar are the cases of Sj. Monoranjan 
Gupta, Sj, Anil Kumar Datta, Sj. Sarat Chandra Datta, Assistant Secre- 
tary, Khulna District Congress Committee, Sj. (jobinda Ball Banerjee, 
Se(TeUiry, Khulna District Congress Committee, and Sj. Pitabas Das 
of C/ontai subdivision. In all these cases when they came out of pri.son 
after serving th(‘ir terms of sentences ranging from six months to one 
y<Mir, they were immediately served with orders under the Defence of 
India Rules and they wme again taken Kick to prison. Sj. Satish 
Chandm Chakmvarty. President of the Khulna District Congress Com- 
mittee, offered Sutyagraha hut was not arrested; hut suhsequently he 
was det4iiiu*d under the Defeiu'e oi India Rules. The oase of Dr. Suresh 
Cluindra Ibinerjee is well known. We are glad that to-day the order 
has heeii wilhdi’aw'n. hut we do not know whether any new order is 
going to he served on him. This was the first instance when 
immediately after the new Ministry was formed he was served with a 
notice that he was not to address any meeting in his own constituency 
and that was followed up by another and he was put under detention. 
Not only he luit most of his tHdleagiies in (xmnecdion with the labour 
organi.satioii with which he is <*onnected are detained and some of them, 
specially (omrade Phani Ghosh, was detained after the new Ministry 
came into office. Here is a typical example that I want to place before 
the House. Comrade Badiur Rahman is a colleague of mine. He 
works in Kidtlerpore area. Several workers were beaten by one 
European employer. We took permission from the Government to hold 
a meeting in KidderfMire to protest against this. The police officers 
wanted the names of the speakers, and we supplied them with the names 
of speakers. We held a meeting in Kidderpore and passed a resolution 
not fSr a strike nor for any subversive or revolutionary measure, but 
to start a court case at Alipore, and the result was that Badiur Rahman 
and Abdul Jabli^r were spirited away by the police under the Defence 
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of India Rules and for one month we did not know whore they were. 
After a month they were released with the order that one m to be 
interned in Comilla and another to be interned at Noakhali. Of course 
we protested to the then Home Minister and this niurh c’oncession was 
given that they could fight out the case in (M)urt. Though that con- 
cession was given, the House will be surprised to he<ar that in spite 
of the assurances given by the Home Minister and the Secretary 
concerned the Commissioner of Police arrested him and he was kept in 
prison for five days and after five days of illegal arrest and illegal 
detention he was released. Not only that, some of the .spcxikers wdiose 
names we supiilied but uho did not speiik at (be meeting were served 
with notices that they would not be able to bold any meeting in 
Calcutta for one whole year, b'or instance, I was also a Hppak<‘r and 
order was served on me that < 4 utside this Assembly I would not be 
allowed to speak for one \ear. Though subseipiently the orders on 
Badiur Rahman and Abdul Jabbar have been withdrawn, orders on 
myself, Dr. (diaru Bauer jee, Sukuriilla Khan and Nalin Bhanja 
continue. These are the C 4 ises which should be reviewed aiul the evil 
that has been done in the past should be tindone. 

There* are sc\eral oilier cases of lalHiur workers who luive been 
served with similar notices for having to do wmiething eitlier with 
com }>eri Silt ion case^ or pa\ merit of wages (vases. So when there is a 
strike and wImmi the peo{)le come to us for })r<)t(M*tion and advici* if we 
move in the slightest manner in that direction, we are served with 
orders under the Defence of India Rules. 1 luive just mentioned the 
case of comra<le Phani (Hiosh. Similar are the csises of Sliyamapada 
Mnkherj(M‘, Nalin Bhanja and Muknnda Bluitija. 1 would like sjiecially 
to mention the case of Maulvi Ashrafiifldin Alinied (’howdliury. He 
was in jail for one year and imm(*diately he (amc out he was served 
with a notice under the Defeiu'e of India Rules. It seems to me that 
the department has got special love for Mr. Ashmfnddin f.howdhury, 
and it is troubling him in all p^issible manner (onceivable. As I have 
pointed out in the beginning, this is a legacy of the past Ministers, 
and I hope the new Ministers will not plwid inability to do anything 
in the matter. They should review these cases and see whether they 
can substantially remove the grievamves of these politic.al prisoners. 
If there is a review, I am quite sure that they will lie all reloased, 
because of the altered jxilitical situation in the country. 

With the.se words, Sir, I would like to supjjort the motion moved 
by Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali. 

Mrs. HASiNA MUR8HED: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I confess 
to a feeling of disapf)ointment at the debate raised on the que^on of 
Budget provision for Parliamentary Secretaries. Much of the criticism 
is baaed upon erroneou* assumptions. We haye to consider first whether 
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or not there is the necessity for euch appointments. On account of 
growing volume of work and of the ever-increasing complexities which 
confront the present day administration the Ministers require that help 
and assistance without which it would be impossible to discharge their 
heavy responsibilities. (Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar: Hear! hear!) 

Sir, before the operation of the Government of India Act, 1935, the 
then Ministers and the then members of the Executive Council used 
to receive assistance from their departmental Secretaries and the heads 
of departments. These latter officials used to be nominated members 
of the then Legislative Council. As, with the introduction of the 
Government of India Act, 1935, nomination of permanent officials has 
been done away with, it is essential that the functions of those depart- 
mental officers sliould be j)erformed by some of the members of the 
Legislature. For this reason Parliamentary Se(Tetaries have to be 
appointed. This is not a novel institution either and it exists in all 
Parliamentary Governments, Lidian or English. In thi^ connection, 
Sir, may I refer to one fact, viz., that in the Punjab tlie number of 
Parliamentary Secretaries is twice as large as that of the Ministers. 
In Bihar also when the Ministry was funf'tioning, tin* same was the 
case. 

Then again, Sir, the necessity of these appointments was recognised 
by the previous Ministry. (Cries of *“No! no!” from the Oj)])osition 
benches.) The difl'erence, however, in this n*spoct is one of number 
of such aj)])ointments. The present Ministry has provided for the 
salary of KJ I’arliamentary Secretari(*’S as against the actual apjioint- 
ment of 4 Parliamentary Secretaries made by the jirevious Ministry. 
This disparity in number. Sir, has been ma<le miudi of. The fact that 
only four such appointments were mad<* b\ tlie previous Ministry does 
not argue that there was no need for more. I refrain from discussing 
the reasons why so f(‘w ajipointment'S ot Parliamentary Secretaries were 
made during the jirevious Ministry. (Dr. Nalinak.sha Sanyal : You 
better say that.) Apart from those reasons, one baa to realise that the 
('onditiona and the circumstances under which the pre.sent Ministry ia 
functioning are diftereiit from tho.se appertaining to the previous 
Ministry. The previous Coalition Ministry consisted of three jiartiea, 
w’hereas the jireaent Coalition consists of no less than four parties, and 
their strength is numerically greater than that ot the previous 
Coalition. On numerical ground alone a larger number of jiarliament- 
ary appointments is necessary. The policy of the present Ministry is 
to give due representation to all the component parte of the present 
Coalition in every sphere of its activity with the minimum of cost. On 
the other hand, Sir, if it w’ere the policy of the present Ministry to 
confine parliamentary appointments to the members of one family only, 
the number of such appointments might have been limited to three or 
four as was done by the previous Ministry. Tjjiis Ministry ijoes not 
contemplate to follow that policy. In order to appreciate the correct 
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financial implications involved in the present proposals, it is necessary 
to make a comparative examination of the financial liabilities past and 
present. It should be borne in mind that it is proposed to [)a3' a salary 
of Rs. 400 a month to eac h Parliamentary Secretary. And the lludjret 
provides for the pay of 10 Parliamentary Secretaries, or a sum of 
lls. 70,800 in the a^rjrrejrate under this head. 

Sir, wliile the honourable members opposite have taken note of the 
debit side cd' the proposal, the\ have conveniently omitted to take into 
con-sideration the credit side a.s well. The averajfe monthly earning of 
u member of tlie Le^*-islature works out approximately at lls. dOO as 
cal(‘ulated from the fij^^ures of PM()-41. On this basis a Parliamentary 
Secretary, under the ])resent jiroposal, will rectuve Us. 100 extra a 
month each — only IN. 100 extra on toj) ot the uvera^^e earnin^^ of a 
member of the l.re^Mslature, (Dr. Namnaksii.\ Sanval: What a 
pity!) The avera^»'e earning of a meml)er of the ]a‘^islature is 
approximately IN, dOO and this extra hundred rupees will make it 
IN, 400. The rH‘t extra co^t that will he entailed upon Oovcrnment 
on account ot parliamentary appointments will he Us. 1,000 a month. 
As affain^t th]^ there* will he a savinj^ und(*r the head i»f “Minist(*rs’ 
salary,” because* some ot the Ileui’ble Ministers have bee*!) drawing 
lesser salaries than Us. 2,o00 a month which was used to he ehawii by 
the previous Ministers. 'I’his w'ill ^jive us a saving f)f Us. 2,o0l) a memth 
even it the iiuniher ot Mini•^te^s he increased by one or two at a later 
date. Tlie numleer mi^Oit be increased te) eleven. (Dr. Na.mnaksha 
S\NYA i. : Is that an announcement y) Vc*.s, it is an announcement 

which 1 make fnnu luct-s uj)pcarin^' in the liud^M't. (Dr. Namnaksiia 
Sa.vyai, : IIow' many will bclon^^ t(» the* Muslim L(*a^uc or the 
Scheduled Castes!'') 1 am not concerned with that, hut the niimher is 
likely to he increased by one or two. (J)r. XAJ.iNAKsriA Sanyal ; Will 
there be a lady member!'') (Lau^^hter.) 

Mft DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. No interruptions please. 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: The House w'ill remember tlmt the 
extra expenditure on account of the 4 Parliamentary SecreUiries during 
the previous Ministry worked out at alnnit Us. 1,2()0 a mouth. One 
of the Parliamentary Secretaries, Mr, K. Shaliabuddin, used to draw 
a salary of Rs. 1,000 a month w'hich exceeded the avera^^e earninjf of a 
member by Rs. 700 a month. Thus durinj? the previous Ministry the 
appointment of only 4 Parliamentary Secretaries bad involvecf an extra 
cost of Rs. 1,200 a month as against Rs. I,t)00 a month on the Nisis 
of the present proposal. The difference is only Rs. 400. This 
difference is more apparent than real, because it is likely to be set off 
by the saving which will accrue if less than 10 appointments are made. 

The Ministry has provided in the Budget for the maximum number 
of appointments, and there is no commitment on their pert that they 
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will actually make as many as 16 appointments. From these facts you 
may (TVaw the conclusion that the present Ministry may appoint a 
larger number of Parliamentary Secretaries to meet the requirements 
of tlie day than the previous Ministry at approximately the same cost 
as was incurred for only 4 Parliamentary Secretaries. 

May I, Sir, in this connection refer to the remark made the other 
day by Khan Ilabadur Mohammed Ali in the txjurse of the general 
discussion of the Budget? There was a suggestive reference to the 
appointment of the niece of the Ilon’ble Chief Minister as a Parlia- 
mentary Secretary. I am sorry to note that this reference was 
incomplete. He cx)nveniently forgot to mention that the Chief Minister 
had also ap^minted an uncle of Khan Baliadur Mohammed Ali as also 
two of his cousins, one of them being the brother of his present Leader. 
I hope 1 have been able to show by facts and figures that the present 
Budget proposal regarding the apimintrnent of Parliamentary 
Secretaries will not actually entail greater cost on the provincial 
revenues than it did during the previous Ministry. 

As regards the (piestion of travelling allowances, I am ecjually 
confident that the tot^il tra\elling allowance bill of all the Parliamentary 
Secretaries to be apiminted by the present Ministry, put together, is 
not likely to exceed the amount of travelling allow^ance drawn by the 
previous Parliamentary Secretaries. 

(smiplele records are not immediatelv available, but it appears that 
in tlie year 11141 , Mr. K. Shahabuddin drew hy way of travelling 
allowaius* over Bs. while Mr. K. Nasanillah accounted for nearly 

Bs. t?,000 and more than three*fourths of the jourm^vs were made to 
Dacca which is their home. 

1 hope that the House will be (H)nvinced that the proposals made 
in the Budget will not involve a greater expenditure than was incurred 
by the previous Ministry on account of Parliamentary Secretaries. 

In any c.sise. Sir, it is always wi.se for people who them.selves sit in 
glass houses not to pelt stones at other.s. With these words I oppose 
the motion. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr Deputy Speaker, I should 
like to have it oonfirmed that the statement made by the honourable 
lady Parliamentary Secretary is a pronouncement on beholf of Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is for the Hon’ble Home Minister 
to say. He says thot he will give a reply later on. 

Khan BahMhir MOHAMMED ALI: We would like to know 
whether it is an official announcement. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Home Minister will say 
when he gives a reply to the debate. * 

Tlw Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I may »«y that we are 
prepared to receive applications even from the members of the 
Opposition. 

Mauivi ABUL HA8HIM: The llon’ble Chief Minister invites 
application.^ fixmi this side of the House. Of (Hiur.se, we are thankful 
to him. At the .same time we want to tell him straififht that we decline 
k) serve under a man of liis stamp. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Mr. l)ej)ut\ Speaker, Sir, I rise k) 
supjMirt the cut motion moved by in\ friend Khan Hahadur Mohammed 
Ali, namely, the abuse of the Defence of India Uub‘H and also speak 
on ni} motion, namely, the improper transfer of Muslim t‘\ecutive 
oflicers. 

Sir, the administration of tlie Defence of India Hule.s by the present 
Ministry has been a scandal unprei'ediuited in this province. They 
have used it, Sir, without rej^ard for the most elementary principloH 
of justice and eijuity and without any sense of decency atcainst their 
politic^al opiMinent. They have without conijiiinction made it a \eritiible 
eii^^'ine of partisan iijipression which the author of these rules never 
contemplated. 

Sir, arrests have been made, internment and externment (ird(*rs 
liave been passed, meetinirs of Muslim Leaji^ue have been jirohiliitml 
and restrictions of various other kinds have Immui imjmsiMl ami the 
Ministers were out for the <lestruction of the civil liberties of tfiose 
who refused to be coerced into sup[H>rting- them. 

Sir, I shall not into details of the abuses of the Defence of India 
Hule.s — that has been done ahead v on the floor of this House. I urn 
certain that even amon^ the members of the Kuropean p^roup in this 
House and amon^ tlie permanent services outside, the Ministry’s usc^ 
of this wartime measure for feerlinj^ fat {Hilitiml ^rudj^es Iwis caused 
considerable uneasine.ss. I do not exi>ect, however, Sir, that the 
honourable ^fentleinen on our left will, for that matter, allow the 
dictates of their better jud#?’nieut to prevail over that peculiar British 
tradition of supporting a Ministry working the constitution — right or 
wrong. No, Sir, we have no such illusions — but I feel sure that the 
charges which we. on this side of the Uou.se, have brought forward 
against the Ministry on the score of their abuse of the Defence of India 
Rules, will be admitted by them in their hearts, us justified — whether 
they vote with us or not. 

While referring to the attitude of th# European Party, Sir, I would 
like to draw the attention of the House in general and of the European 
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Party in particular to the most amazing tragi-oomedy that is being 
staged* in Bengal in another sphere — namely, the arrests and detention 
under the very Defence of India Bnles of the followers and friends of 
some of the Hon’ble Ministers themselves. 

Are they themselves a party to the orders for these arrests, searches 
and detentions? If so, tlien they must he convinced that the office of 
their party contains documents or other incriminating objects hidden 
away somewhere which they send their police to discover. They must 
also l)e (onvinccd that .some of those who have been working under 
their lead and command tire guilty of conduct whicli makes them a 
menace to their country’s security. In such circumstances, is it not 
but natiiml for the public to ask exactly where the sympathies of 
these Ministers themselves lie? 

If, Sir, these arrests and detention under the Defence of India 
Tlules are justified, then these Ministers cannot have the confidence 
of the public because their jKisition depends on the support of a p^irty 
which th(’y themselves apfiear to believe to be guilts of treason. 

On the other hand, if they have no hand in these arrests, detentions 
and searches and if they believe that those of their supfK>rters who are 
being arrested and detained under the Defence of India Eules are 
innocent, they then clearly prove themselves to be helpless in prevent- 
ing the abuse of these rules against their own followers. In that case 
they must, as self-resp(‘cting men, walk out of tlie Ministry. 

Sir, we on this side of the House, are very (‘urious to know what 
view the Kuro|)ean Tarty take of this Dr. leckyll and Mr. Hyde drama 
in which two ilon'ble Ministers appear in the leading role. AVe also 
feel that this House is entitled to know whether Hiv Excellency the 
Governor who is the lusad of the administration, is feeling quite secure 
in his own mind about this intriguing position of two of his Ministers 
who are, under the (Constitution, presumed to he in his confidence. 

Sir, I would now deal with the sen.se of insecurity which has been 
created among memliers of the permanent services by the revengeful 
conduct of the Ministry. There have l>een many wises since the 
pre.seni Ministry assumed office, when permanent officials have been 
improperly transferred or otherwise visited with the Ministry’s dis- 
favour on the mere suspicion that they were in sympathy with the 
Muslim League of the HoiTble Ministers themselves. Sir, of the nine 
luminaries who illuminate the Treasury Benches, two l)elong to a 
political party known as the Forward Bloc. Their leader is in deten- 
tion under the Defence of India Rules on a charge of having contact 
with the enemy of the British (\)mmonwealth and of India. In other 
words, Sir, he is aaid to be guilty of treason. The All-India President 
of the Forward Bloc was only the other (lay interned from Bengal and 
is now under detention preshiuably on similar grounds. Every day in 
Bengal, workers of the Forward Bloc — ^supporters of the “Bose Group” 
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ar« arrested and detained, their offirers are beinjjf arrested. Yet, 
how we have two of the company on whom the custodians of 4!ndia's 
security look upon with such suspicion, adorninj? the Ministerial 
guddi — in Writers’ lluildiiifrs, in this House and even in the secret 
Council Chamber of His Excellency the Governor F What does it all 
mean.'^ AVhat exactly is the position of these two Ministers F What 
relation liave they to the rest of their followers from among whom these 
arrtMts are being made under the Defence of India Rules F 

These are the questions which have been raised in the public press 
but the 3^Iinisters concerned ha\e not yet found it jiossible to reply. 

To cite only a few glaring instances. A Subdivisional Olliiter 
wliose name is in the list for listed jiosts has been deprived of the sub- 
divisional charge and posted at the same station as a mere Deputy 
(\)llector simply because he was unable to send to jail innocent persons 
who had demonstrated, against Mr. Fazlul Huq and -smne of his 
colleagues. Another Subdivisional Otticer who has juit in 19 years of 
service iias been transferred to a dilTerent subdivision as a m»*re st‘cond 
officer because at a railway station uithin his jurisdiction a galaxy of 
black hags offended the vision of Mr. Eazdul limp Even an officer of 
the Indian Civil Service ha> been transfernnl long before it was due 
because he ofVenHl a cuj) of tea to an ex-M mister who is now a jioliticul 
ojiponeiit of the jiresent ll<»me Minister, 

Sir, tiiere are man> inst^inces like these and I again ask the members 
of the Kuro{>ean (larty and every fair-minded member of this House 
whetlier their sense of all that is fair and liouest does md revidt against 
a tyranny so elemental. Do they reuli-se that the services are feeling 
themselves heljdess and looking in vain f<tr that protection from the 
Government a.s such to wliich they are entitled F Here indeed, Sir, we 
feel that the sjanial responsibilities of the Governor are irivolvi'd and 
we shall watfdi with interest wdiat relief His E.xcidlency the Governor 
gives to the services. Sir, I (‘an assure you that we would md have 
invoked the special responsibilities of the (jovernor unless we felt tliut 
the Ministry had been deliberately unfair to the services. With these 
few words 1 wholeheartedly support the cut motion moved by rny friend, 
Khan Bahadur Mcdiammed Ali as well as commend my motion for the 
accejdance of the House. 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY; 
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^F(T ‘^^'8 pending election tftl 

S<tC^ ^ TOT I <4^ ^l^ ^ suggestion finnr 

^Ibf? ?f^t^ TOTf o*tv i 

( t) ) ^rsT^ to C*PR Assemblyc^ symbol ft^ 

Cof^ tbC*i< C^ symbol system introduce 5f^ SflTS | 

(^) ^^3 a ^tcTOR ^[*41 C#1 ^C?T (Tf‘3^ I 

(o) c^ (TO? ^3 ?tf^ c^s?i fefes : ’PR? f?c*m 

(TO:? ^ T^Ktr^? ’iTc^ TO?T ^ ^pnn ?f?i i 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Dopuly Speaker. Sir, 
I am extremely grateful to my friend Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal for having 
very generoUvsly referred to us in terms of tlie (Congress. I am 
extremely grateful that he has given us — tlje t^ongress In coalition — 
an opportunity of explaining our position with regard to certain 
questions arising out of emoluments. With regard to the question of 
translating into action the Congress ideals, I believe, Dr. Sanyal of 
all persons knows that the CJovernment which is functioning to-day 
is not a full-fledg<'d ('ongress G(>vernment. Dr. Sanyal knows that 
on account of certain exigencies of the I’rovince, one sei’tion of tho 
Congress has come over to the (jovernment with, if not the active 
support of the remaining portion of the Congress, still at least wdth 
the blessings and good wishes of the remaining section. The rgason 
is obvious. Not that we of the (’ongress Party were <‘ager to come 
to office merely for the love of it, but because w'e were convinced that 
having regard to the peculiar situation to which the previous Govern- 
ment had driven tlie whole l*roviiice, we thought that it was time that 
at least we should come to the Government in order to give a ]»reatli- 
ing space to the oj)j)re.ssed people of tho Province. I assure 
Dr, Sanyal and the party lie rejiresents that since we have come her© 
W’e have been trying from the ver^\ first day of the coalition to jiersuade 
our brethren of the Coalition belonging to the other groups and 
parties to accept as far a.s possible the traditions and principles of the 
Congress Party and I am glad to be able to say not merely on behalf 
of the Congress Party, w'hich is my party in the Coalition, but also 
on behalf of the larger Coalition Party that not only the Ministers 
but also the followers of the Ministers are trying to put into opera- 
tion those ideals which are the acknowledged ideals of all progressive 
sections of political thinkers of this country. 

Sir, my friend Dr. Sanyal knows that it is not merely a question 
of Ministers’ salaries, it is not merely a question of the salaries of 
Parliamentary' Secretaries that has been debated on the floor of this 
House now and before, but the question of the members* emoluments 
has also been discussed. We should not forget that when we were 
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one party at the beginning of this House, we tried with one voice — 
the Congress and the Krishak Praja Parties — that not only should the 
salaries of Ministers be brought down, not only should other expenses 
be brought Sown, but that the remuneration and emoluments of 
members should also be brought down to a level approximately 
arrived at by the Congress provinces. We are drawing and my 
friends of the Congress in ()pj) 08 ition are drawing Rs. li2-8 a day. We 
are not happy over that and they are also not happy over that, but 
still we are drawing. We liad been drawing becamse that was a posi- 
tion which was forced upon us as a minority. Similarly, if in the 
Coalition we have not suc(‘eeded in getting the standard of the 
Congress prf)vinces or the Congn*ss ideals, this is because we of the 
Congress affd the Krishak Praja Party are a minority in the Coalition 
and that our Ministers in the Cabinet are still a minority there. 

Sir, for the larger interest of the jirovince we have entered into a 
pact with the other party on a principle of give and take. AVe have 
to give something .so that we may get something. I do not wi.sli to 
disch^se the confidentiid discussions of our i>arty, but still I may 
assure my friends, th(‘ Congressmen in the Oi)]>osition, that we shall 
try to i»ersuade other members of the Coalition party to luf'et us at 
least half way and my friends in the Oi)i)osition will have no reason 
to Im unhappy. They will find that tliis Cabinet has in its wisdom 
come to a decision which does not really achieve the standard. of the 
Congress, still it goes fur enough to imnd the desired wishes of the 
progressive sections of this Hou.se (A voice from the Muslim Tit'agiie 
Opposition benches: Never.) Sir, there is an int(‘rjection of “never” 
from the Opposition of the Muslim League variety. AAVll, Sir, if you 
will e\('use me I had no mind to refer to that, because I w'ant to 
debate in a more or less domestic mood with our friends of the 
Congress party in Opjmsition, but since there has lH*en an interjection, 
may I remind them that with regard to this matter the less said the 
better. 

Now, Sir, the question of Parliamentary Secretaries has been the 
8ubje<*t of a full-tledgeib debate from my Opposition friends of the 
Muslim League. Parliamentary Secretaries have been a very handy 
stick to beat the present Coalition party with, but, Sir, may I remind 
my friends over there that the only difference between their Govern- 
ment and that of ours is that while we are appointing Parliamentary 
Secretaries w'e want to have the vote of the House after a full criticism 
of the policy. Now what did they dol^ They did not appoint their 
Parliamentary Secretaries on a question of principle; they had their 
Parliamentary Secretaries on a principle of personnel and family 
patronage and what is worse persons who were not really appointed 
Parliamentary Secretaries were do facto Ministers and what they did 
with their left hand the right hand of Government never knew. So, 
Sir, the only difference behveen them and us is that we want to have 
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a®r Parliamentary Secretaries, Wause we want to extend the funo- 
tions of the Cabinet. We want^to have our Ministers to be \ept in 
daily touch with all parties within and outside the Honife. Sir, it is 
purely a question of making' our Coalition partj' democratic, so that 
Governlnent may function on proper lines. The previous (Joverniueut 
had a coterie of relations and friends and as a result of that coterie a 
large ^ection^of the Coalition party meniWrs were kept in the dark as 
to th^ policy and the programme of the then Ministry. AVe want to 
make a departure from that policy. AVe want to make our Ministers 
proi>erly representative. Each party must have a ParlianuMilary 
Secretary to embrace two points. In the first instance it will relieve 
our hard-working Ministers and give them more opportunity of doing 
things more intensively than was done hy the Ministers of the previous 
regime. In the second place these Parliamentary Secretaries will have 
the advantage 

(At this stage the member reached his time-limit hut was allowed 
to continue.) 

As I was saying, Sir, our Parliamentary Secretaries come in contact 
with the Ministers and with the members as well as with p(ditical 
workffcrs. After all we have got to run this Government. This Govern- 
ment cannot be run efficiently unless the agencies functioning the 
Government are such as to be in a position to embrace the difficulties 
of the problems and the grievanees and necessities of the province and 
the millions outside from day to day, from liour to hour. My good 
friend Mrs. Hashina Mnrshed has tried to convince the House with her 
usual al)ility that it will not ni(*an extra (‘ost to a great extent. After 
all if you consider the ainiual einolunient.s of m<‘in])er.s f)f the East 
Ileugal districts, you will find tliat the average earning of a memlH*r 
comes very near Hs. 4(10. So, Sir, it will m»t really he extra ctwl anrl 
ultimately it will not mean additional burden in our budget. We 
liav<‘ included it in the budget, lM‘cau.se w<* do not want to hoodwink 
the meml>ers of the Hous<* and we want to make the appointments on 
a question of policy. You do not pay them i^nything extra and still 
you are getting whole-tiyje work from 17 meinlKTs for the parlia- 
mentary W’ork. They will not Im* like the Parliamentary Secretaries 
of the previous Government responsible to their pockets but not 
responsible elsewhere. Our Parliamentary Secretaries will Iw 
resimnsible to the Ministry, to the memlKjrs of the House including the 
members of the Opposition and they will be responsible to the millions 
outside. I think, Sir, our friends of the Muslim League Opposition, 
should ndt go on criticising the appointments of Parliamentary 
Secretaries. 

Then, Sir, ma/*! refer to the state of things in other provinces? 
In Bihar which was a Congress province, certain Congress Ministers 
have achieved a standard which it will be very difficult to achieve by 
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other Ministries elsewhere, but the eficiency which it displayed was 
to a ceftain extent due to the number of Parliamentary Secretaries 
there. If y%u go to the Punjab where* t\ie state of things i^ almost 
similar to that obtaining in this province, you will find that as against 
six Ministers there are about 18 Parliamentary Secretaries. In our 
own province you will find that necessity requires similar things as in 
other provinces. 

Sir, before I conclude this portion of the debate, permit me to refer 
to a very obnoxious thing delivered by my friend Mr. Fazlur Rahman 
of Dacca. The reference to Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose^is irritating to 
say the least of it. Whatever may be the attitude of the Britishers 
towards Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, whatever may be their attitude to-day 
or to-morrow, that is no concern of my friend Mr. Fazlur Rahman of 
the Muslim League party. Pardon me if I say that when the future 
history of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose’s episode is written, our posterity 
will not be surprised if the hidden treasures of history on that day 
indicate tliat when in despair Sir Naziinuddin’s group found that their 
continuation would be impossible they gave a parting kick and they 
left a legacy to this provimM* in Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose’s arrest. Sir, 
it is premature to say an\l]ung now. It is no concern of (uir friends 
of the Muslim l^iuigue party. We know what Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose’s arrest and detention mean to us. Future history will describe 
him as tlie father of modern Bengal and if we cannot bring him to 
this province to pilot the destinies of this (lovernment, if w« cannot 
bring him to give us the benefit of liis su])erior wisdom, for the time 
Indiig we are content h\ suffering for the interest of this province. 
But, Sir, my friends who are talking in one strain of civil lil>erties 
were in tin* same strain talking in a vein in justification of the arrest 
and detent i(»n of Mr. Sarat Chamlru Bose. Inconsistent idealogy can 
really be possible only in the incomsistent politics of the Opposition of 
the Muslim League variety. That is an end of the matter. 

My friend Mr, Kamal Krishna Roy has referred to certain things 
with regard to munioipill elections. Well, Sir, there are defects in 
municipal elections on account of the defects, in the existing law and 
he knows and we also know — we of the Congress mentality — that we 
have all along biMui trying to impress upon the Government for a 
revision of the Act, and we are sure that when our Government have 
time to settle down to consider the day-to-day work of the province, 
certainly this question will receive their attention and the results of 
the decision that will he arrived at will not only be bappy to them but 
also bappy for the whole province. 

Khwija Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, before I speak on the motion 
namely the motion of my friend Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali about 
the abuse of the Defence of India Act, I would like briefly to refer 
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to the speeches that had been ma3e from the Governmeiit «d© so far. 
I cannot go deeply into them becapse that will take a T©ry long time, 
but I shall try to point out. the obtious fallacies contained in the 
speeches of the two members from the opposite side. For example, 
the lady Parliamentary Secretary has said that the average earning 
of a member is Rs. 300 and as the Parliamentary Secretary gets only 
Rs. 400, there is only an additional expenditure of Re. 100. This is 
not correct. Being a resident of Calcutta and a representative of 
Calctitla, her income will be no more than Rs. 150 and, therefore, the 
difference is much more than Rs. 100 when her salary is Rs. 400. 


MrSt HA8INA MUR8HED: On a {xunt of personal explanation. 
Sir. 


Khwa]a 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not going to give way. 


Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: Oh a point of personal explanation. 


Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 look to you, Sir, lo stop thes(‘ inler- 
ruj)ti()ns. Siniilarl>, llte travelling allowances and other paraph(*r- 
nalia of 10 Pailianx^ntarv Sciietaries will he much more than it will 
he for four, Be.sidc.s, \U‘ have g<it already the extraordinary spectatde 
of a ]’arliainrntar\ S(‘ticlar> making an oflicial announcement on 
behalf of ( iov<*rnMicnt which is, if not rej>udiate<l, at least not 
supjiortctf h\ the Ilon’hle C'hicf .Minister. 

Mrs. HASiNA MUR8HED: That »lll l>i> done. 


Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: AVlieri 10 Parliamentary Sei retarii*^ 
will be g(Ung round the (‘ountiy and .speaking on behalf of Governmenl 
and making announcements which will he neither contradicted nor 
confirmed, jou can imagine the state that Bengal will he reduced to. 

Then, Sir, there is a lot to say about the sp<*erh of niy friend 
Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal, hut the time i.s flo sliort that 1 shall be 
able to concentrate only one or tw'o important points. The thing 
that stands out is the i»olicv of give and take. The giving up is as 
regards protests against the use of the Defence of India Act by the 
preienf Ministry, a subject on which for 4} years the members of that 
party waxed eloquent. There was nothing in the English or ftengali 
literature that was not used in this House condemning the Ministry 
for arrests^ detentions, externments of persons, etc., under the Defence 
of India Act. Sir, that policy is being maintainerl to-day without a 
eingle change whatsoever. Added to that, the present Government 
has been guilty of the unpardonable crime of takipf* action against 
those who are engaged entirely in parliamentary activities and they 
have been using the Defence of India Act for the purpose of stifling 
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tlte oriticism of and opposition to Giovernment. Sir, tlie giving up 
part cT)me8 here. Their comrades who are now in jail and in deten- 
tion as security prisoners, their comrades who are in internment and 
their comrades who are in externment have been given up and not 
only given up, Sir 

^ Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: It was all done by you. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: My honourable friend says that it 
was all (lone by me. 1 would like to ask that during the short period 
of three months that thi.s Government has been in office, how many 
men of their party, particularly of the Forw’ard Bloc have been dealt 
with under the Defence of India Act? I ask them: has this Govern- 
ment not been guilty of unceremoniously turning out of the province 
an All-India leader of that party? That order was not passed, as an 
attempt was made to show , in OctoWr or November. That order was 
passed during the term of office of the present Government. This is 
where the giving up has come in, and the taking consists in accepting 
office and in accepting Parliamentary Secretaryships. There is 
another point which I would like to mention. The previous Govern- 
ment when they took action under the Defence of India Act, had the 
(umrage to defend that policy and to substantiate it. They might have 
made inistak(‘s. Their policy might have been wrong, but they w'ere 
not guilty of disowning the r(‘s]>on.sibility for actions wdiich they took 
and of tbiusting tin' re.sponsibility on officers of (lovernment, (Cries 
of “shhme, .shame”) for whose action tlu'y are directly responsible. 
Sir, it is absurd to suggest that the Ministers cannot prevent their 
officers from taking action on questions regarding which pow'cr.s have 
bi'cn delegated by the Government themselves. To-day the Ministers 
can take away any power that they may have delegated to these 
l)istri('t Magistrates or the (h)mmi.ssiouer of Police. In my time, if 
I may say so, the officers did not carry out anything which I did not 
want them to do, and if the Ilon’ble Ministers to-day maintain that 
they are powerless to control their offic'ers then 1 think it is a condemna- 
tion of their very existence us Ministers. It is not an excuse or 
defence for peri>etrating injustice. (Mr. Surendr.^ Nath Biswas: 
Is that a monopoly of yours?) Sir, let me explain what is the real 
objection of ours. We have objected only to the use of the Defencfe of 
India Act against parties that are engaged in purely parliamentary 
activities. I maintain. Sir, that it is a question of very great principle 
and it affects the privilege of the members of the House. As long as 
you, Sir, sit in the Chair and as long as the House functions it is the 
inherent right of the members of this House to address their 
electorates, to canvass, to educate them and to get their support and to 
obtain a vote of condemnation against the Government and to criticise 
the policy of the Government. Sir, the Defence of India Act ia an 
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emergpency legislation wLich gives extraordinary and wide powers to 
the Government and the executive officers of Government. At that 
time when the power was given it was understood that it will be 
exercised by responsible officers in a responsible manner and an under- 
taking to that effect was given. It w'as expressly stated that it would 
not be abused. It was never contemplated that the Defence bf India 
Act would be utilised to prevent demonstrations and criticisms of the 
Government, the Ministry and those who are in power. Sir, it maj' 
be said that during my regime or in the time of the previous Govern- 
ment, the Defence of India Act was freely used. I admit lliut it was 
so; but it was used for the purpose for which the Act was ])assed. 
(Cries of “Question, (question'’ from the Progressive Cemlition Denclies.) 
One minute more, please have patience. It was used either to prevent 
subversive activities or to stop ohslruetion to war efforts or successful 
prosecution of the war. I may be urong as regards the i)ersons against 
whom it was used. It may be that the persons weri* not guilty of 
what I stated, but the question of principle was not involved. It may 
be argued that tlie party A or Party P was not a member of a sub- 
versive organisation. It may l>e that they were not employed in any 
subversive activities or obstruction to war (‘fforts. It may be a 
niivstake of fact. That is a (|ucsiion which is debatable, but 1 maintain 
that during the regime of the old Government parlies who were 
engaged in parliamentary activities and who were not seekers of any 
subversive organisation like the offi<*ial (.'ongress, the Muhasabha 
party, the Knshak Proja Samity which the Hon hie Mr. Shamsuddin 

is the leader (A voice: What about the F(>rward Bloc.) I shall 

deal with it; just have a little more patience. As far as I remember 
no action was taken against members of ibis organisation; us the House 
is well aware, as far a.s the official Congress is concerned, action was 
taken only in cases where they indulged in Mr. Gandhi s Satyagraha. 
As far as this Hindu Mahasabha party is concerned 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: What about the detention of 
Mr. Surendra Mohan Ghosh, the Prcjsident of the Bengal Provincial 
Congress Committee ? 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That may l>e WTong, that may be a 
mistake, but I can say ibis much that action was taken against him 
because he was concerned with subversive activities — he being an ex- 
detenu. That cannot be denied. 

As regards the Hindu Mahasabha party, the leader of that party 
and its foHowers went from om* end of Bengal to the other criticising 
and attacking the Ministry mo.sf veliemently. Wliat is more is that 
whereas in other case.s w’e took action against persons who were deli- 
berately fomenting communal trouble and inciting the masses to 
commit communal violence, in the case of the Hindu Mahasabha men 
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who had been attacking the policy of the Ministry and the Ministers 
themselves we maintained that it would be wrong to use extraordinary 
poweilj to check those who were trying to criticise and attack the 
Ministry. And, therefore, in their case, we did not take any action. 

Now. I come to the question of holding meetings by the members 
of the Krishak Praja Party to criticise the jute restriction policy of 
the Goverjiment. Here again the que.stion was that jute was mainly 
Wanted for the manufaittim* of war industry and as there was a 
likelihood of the creation of a serious situation in the province as a 
result of the wrong policy pursued by the members of the Krishak 
Praja Party, Government had to take action. The application of the 
Defence of India Pules in this case may be debatable, but I submit 
that fliat is no justification whatsoever for the action that is being 
taken against the Muslim League workers, its office-bearers and 
Muslim students. Sir, there is no time to go into the details to take 
up the <‘as<* of the students and two businessmen who were detained in 
Feni after the visit of the Muslim Tjeague delegation and prior to the 
visit of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister and liis colleagues. Nothing 
had happ<‘ned at Feni beyond the rece]»tion that was given to us. But 
because those people who were subordinate to the Muslim League and 
they might lead a demonstration again.st the Hon’ble Chief Minister 
they were interned and what is more, they were interned beforehand 
and up till now some of them were still in internment. The other day 
the Chief Minister .said that most of the orders that had been passed 
against persons in Noakhali and Feni have practically now been 
withdrawn. The reason simply is that most of the.se orders were for 
a j>eriod of two or thret* weeks. Sir, the very nature of the orders 
shows that it was merely to enable the visit of the Hon’ble Ministers 
to l>e a success that these people were kept under detention for two 
or three weeks. These two or three we<*ks’ detention orders and 
orders of externment show clearly that the.se orders had no other 
object than to allow the (’hief Minister in Bengal to have a successful 
visit. May 1 point out, Sir, how tragic the po.sition is that 
Mr. Fazlul Huq who w'ns .supposinl to be the uncrowned king of 
Muslim Bengal has been reduce<l to the position that he cannot visit 
any part of tlu* mofu.ssil Bengal unless action has been taken previously 
under the Defence of India Pules and persons are put under restric- 
tion to enable him to pay his visit to that place. He cannot visit a 
particular ]>la('e on the day announced beforehand; he comes there a 
day or two after so that there cannot be any demonstration organised 
against him. He cannot face a public meeting in Bengal unless he 
is protected by armed fon'es. Mr. Fazlul Huq whom the people in the 
minority provinces regarded us an ideal and to have a glimpse of 
whom they did not mind travelling even long twenty miles and for 
whom even the old ladies used to pray in their houses, has now to 
travel almost incognito. These are facts which cannot be denied. 



im,] 


DEMAND FOB fiRANT. 


STS 


Sir, the other day the Hon'ble Finance Minister contradicted a 
member of our party in the course of the Budpret discussion and said 
that he had seen with his ofu eyes an order beinf^T drafted Ho the 
effect that the students who w'ere prosecuted under the Defence of 
India Rules were going to be discharged and those prosecutions were 
going to be withdraw-n. But, Sir, as far as my information goes, 
even 15 days after that contradiction one Fazlul Quadir Chowdhury, 
a student of the Islamia College, has been convicted and ientenced,^to 
a fine of Rs, 200. Even after 15 days since he made that contradic- 
tion, cases against the students of the Rajshahi College — both Hindus 
and Muslims — are still ]»rocceding, and 1 hope the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister, after he has veritie<l the facts I have* already stated, will 
have the decency to apologise to the member whom he had contradict- 
ed. Government issued a communi<|ue saying that certain action was 
going to be taken in the matter, but yet within a month and a half 
after that we find that nothing has been done except in the case of 
the students of Barisal and Je.s.sore. It was stated that pro8ecutiou.s 
against all of them would be withdrawn. Sir, I will read out to you 
the order that was passed by the Subdivisional Officer of Natore that 
w’as handed over to me personally wdien T vi.sited that place. This 
was a controversial question raised in the Hou.se the other day. I am 
just going to read out the order and the honourable members will 
judge for themselves what sort of an order this was. 

Office of the Subdivisional Magistrate, 
Natore. 


ORDER. 

Permission is granted to Kazi Mansoor Ahmed (?), Secretary, 
Natore Subdivisional Muslim TiCague, Natore, to hold a mass Muslim 
Ijeague meeting at Gurudaspur on the 19th January, 1942, on condi- 
tions — please note “(‘onditions*’ — that no political demonstrations or 
speeches ai^ made, that no community is criticised or attacked in any 
speech and on a further condition that nothing should l)e spoken at 
the meeting which W7>uld V>e likely to rouse communal bitterness — 

Mr. 8URENORA NATH BISWAS: Do you object to thatP 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, I object to the fact that permia- 
sion had ’been given to hold a meeting of the T^eague but in the order 
it was laid down that no political demonstration or speeches should 
be made. It was an obvious contradiction of the whole thing, and, 
therefore, it was wTong that only two speakers, namely, Sir Nuzirnuddin 
and Mr. Suhrawardy, would be allowed to speak. It is obvious that 
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when that delegation included the names of Maulana Akram Khan 
and Mr. Washeq it was quite natural that they should also be allowed 
to speak. But, Sir, they were not allowed to speak, and permission 
was given only to two of us. 

Sir, in view of the shortness of time I do not want to go into any 
more details, hut I appeal to my friends oppo.site who have for the last 
4J years protested against the use of the Defence of India Rules by 
the* previous Government, to bear in mind that the successor of that 
Government is not only continuing the same policy but has added to 
it an action which is absolutely against parliamentary organisations 
and parliamentary activities. I hope they will support the motion. 

Sir, as far as my friends on the left are concerned, I would like 
particularly to address them on this point. I know it has been the 
tradition of the European party to always support Government and 
never to vote against it. (Mr. David ITendry : No, no.) They 
claim to hold independent views and to exendse their votes on the 
merits of a ])articular question. I a.sk them if in their own country 
this was before the meml)ers of the Parliament, w*hat would he the 
verdict of the House and the members of tlie British Parliament when 
the political situation conclusively proves that the Defence of India 
Rules are being used to prevent memWrs and leaders of parties who 
have resigned office and who have gone over to the electorate to obtain 
a verdict of tlie electorate on the question they have taken. Here on 
the Muslim League delegation there w’ere three ministers of Govern- 
ment who had taken one of the most recognised parliamentary steps, 
namely, resigning from office. Tliey came to the electorate to ask for 
their verdict, calling upon the electorate to condemn those who are now 
in office. It is clear that throughout our tour — and we practically 
went over one-third if not half of Bengal — ^there was not a single 
incident lietween Hindus and Muslims and as far as I remember there 
was not a single protest in any nationalist paper about any anti-Hindu 
activity on account of our spcwhes. There was no protest from the 
nationalist jjyess. There was no protest from the local Hindus in any 
locality tha*l we visited. AVe made ourselves clear and w^e made the 
aims and objects of the Muslim League so far as war was concerned 
clear that they were not meant to obstruct war efforts. 

Under the circumstances, I call upon the European Party to judge 
for themselves what would be the verdict of the members in their own 
country if the Deftmce of the Realm Act had been applied there in 
this manner. May 1 remind them that when the Government arrested 
a memlx'r of the House there, they had to make that member come 
before the Privilege Committee of the House and they had to justify 
before that committee the action that was taken. Here deliberately, 
the Defence of India Act has been abused and the members of the 
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European Party are sitting there and will be recording their Totes. It 
will be a test of their bona fides and their claim that they vote on 
merit. • 

Not only that, I know at the present time the Ijcader of the non- 
Official European Group has got the slogan that we must not take any 
notice of what is going on now but concentrate on war efforts. Let me 
tell him that in his own country when the town of London was l»eing 
bombed to smithereens, the labourers and particularly the dockyard 
and shipping labourers did not put their whole energy and did not 
give their whole support until their grievances were redressed. That 
was the attitude taken ui> in England. That is the attitude taken up 
in England that you have got first to redr<‘ss the grievances before you 
can exi)ect people to give their support and co-operation to Govern- 
ment. How can anybody give co-o]H‘ration and support to Govern- 
ment that is deliberately flouting the fundamental Parliamentary 
rights and privileges of members? Therefore, 1 submit that as far as 
the European Party is concerned, I hope they will give a test of their 
independence to-day. 

As far a.s my friends on the opposite side are concerned, I may say 
that tho.se who belong to the Forward Bloc condemned the Government 
for four years and a half. I know that they are going to vote against 
this motion and it will be a great personal satisfaction to me to find 
that to-day they have admitted the justification for the actions that 
tlje past (joveniment did. The members of the party by their voks 
that they are going to cast to-day are going to deny the rights to those 
who are security prisoners by their action. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, the question be now put. 

The Hon*bie Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, 1 propose to 
say a few words. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may we know wh#n you pro- 
pose to put it to vote ? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER : At half past eleven. 

Mr. DAVID HENDRY; Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I had no inten- 
tion of participating in this debate but J have l)een foned to do so 
by references from more than one speaker this morning and I think, 
therefore, that it is only right that I should make our position in the 
matter of the cut motions on the Defence f»f India Rules clear. We 
have been accused of supporting the Government right or wrong. That, 
Sir, is completely wrong. We maintain our independence and although 
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8ir Nazimuddin h&e appealed to our independence, such appeals are 
not needed to stimulate us to act in an independent manner at any 
time. *’ 

The debate 'which started yesterday on the alleged misuse of the 
Defence of India Buies Was used as a platform on which two opposing 
sections of Muslims in this House hurled t harges and counter-charges 
against each other in a manner which, I must confess, I personally 
found most unedifying. We, Sir, take no part in the dispute between 
the two sections of Muslims in this House; we take no sides; we have 
never taken sides in the disputes between the two Muslim groups and 
we have no concern in this dispute other than to deplore it. 

So fur as the powers under the Defence of India Rules themselves 
are concerned, these powders have been delegated to the District Magis- 
trates and District Officers concerned and it is their responsibility to 
administer these rules in such a way as to maintain public order. 
Whether there is likely to be any upsetting of public order due to a 
dispute between Hindus on the one side and Muslims on the other or 
between one section of Muslims on one side and another section of 
Muslims on the other is immaterial. If public order for any reason 
is liable to be upset, then it is the duty and the responsibility of the 
District Officer to see that public order is maintained and it is also 
his duty and responsibility to see that the powers which he has been 
given to maintain public order should be used fully and in a proper 
manner. The suggestion made by Sir Nazimuddin that these powers 
are being used by the Government at the present time for the sole 
purpose of 8Upj)reHsing legitimate parliamentary action does not appear 
to me to ring true, because we have had no refutation of the statement 
made by the Chief Minister on the floor of this House that the opposing 
•ection of the Muslim in this House have been able in the short period 
of the past three months to hold something between 400 and 500 
meetings for purely political purpose. (Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy : All 
lies.) Ides there may be but I prefer to believe the Chief Minister in 
this matter, 

Sir, we have also been ac'cused by Mr. Fazlur Rahman of supporting 
the Government right or wrong and he criticised our action yesterday 
in going into tlie same lobby with the Ministry on cut motion No. 3. 
This cut motion was a very definite challenge, a definite accusation 
against District Officers and included the proposal that a committee 
of enquiry should be set up to enquire into the actions of these officers 
themselves. That, Sir, is to say the least of it an absurd request. A 
committee of enquiry at the pre.sent time is completely impossible. 
(Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin: An enquiry with regard to Singapore is 
also impovssible !) To undermine the authority of District Officers at 
a time such as this is a matter of the utmost danger and would 
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completely up8et the whole district administration. I have no inten- 
tion of making a long speech on this matter, but I think I have made 
our position clear and that we are opposed to the principle of interfering 
with district adiministration by committee of enquiry. 

In conclusion, however, I should like to mention to the Chief Minister 
that in our opinion his reply to a (juestion yesterday Avas not entirely 
satisfactory and we on this side w’ould definitely like to know whether 
any directions have been specifically given to District Magistrates for 
the administration of the Defence of India lUiles and what is the guid- 
ing principle under which Distrh't Magistrates administer these rules. 
I think if he clarifies these two points it might satisfy more people in 
this House than ourselves. 

This is the chief question before the House at the present moment, 
but when I have this biief opportunity of speaking, I should like to 
ask the Chief Minister another (lue.stion, and that is on the subject 
of Parliamentary Secretaries, which has been discussed very fully in 
thi.s House this morning. Since it is the avowed policy of the present 
Oorernment not to engage in controversial legislation, 1 should^ like 
to know whether it is really intended to appoint 17 Parliamentary 
Secretaries, and if so what their function will be. We know at the 
present time 17 Parliamentary Whips have been appointed, but this 
is merely a preliminary move before converting th^ese into. Parliamentary 
Secretaries. I think we ought to have some justification for such an 
extraordinary move. With these remarks, I pledge my Ihirty’s support 
to Government on these cut motions and in upholding tlie District 
tlfficers in the maintenance of district peace and order. 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MDOKERJEE: I hud no inten- 
tion of taking part in today’s debate, hut there have Wn references to 
some statements whi( h I have made and (here have also Iwen references 
to the general policy of administration affecting not only the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister who is in charge of the Home Department, l)ut of the 
Government as a wlude. Sir, 1 shall (ome first to the (luestfon of applica- 
tion of Defence of India Rules. l/t*t it not l)e4«rgotten, Sir, that when 
the new Ministry came into office about the middle of December last, 
the Defence of India Rules had Wn in operation in this province for 
nearly two ye-rs before that. As Sir Khwaja Nazimuddin hag said, the 
policy behind the application of the Defence of India Rules in this 
province was criticised apd very vehemently criticised on the floor of 
the House and outside the Assapibly. Sir, it lies ill with Sir Khwaja 
Nazirauddin of all persons today to comj»lain that the Defence of India 
Rules are being misapplied in a manner which is incon-sistent with the 
policy which was laid donn by himself It is not necessary for me, 
Sir, to go into minute details, but I say deliberately Jhat during tbe 
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last two montlis it was given to us to scrutinise cases which were decided 
arbitrarily by the ex-Home Minister acting on the advice of such 
persons Vhose advice he thought it his duty to accept without a demur. 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin says today that during his regime there was 
not a single instance where any subordinate officials under him dared 
to go against his wishes. I believe, Sir, it would have been correct 
for him to say that there was not a single occasion when he dared to 
go against the wishes of his subordinate officials. (“Hear, hear” from 
the Coalition Ilenches and “Question” from the Opposition benches.) 
I shall give you two typical illustrations without betraying the secrets 
of the Government in any way, because these ^e two matters on which 
the Hon’ble Home Minister had vetoed the decision of the ex-Home 
Minister^ This by itself w'ill show the manner, the disgraceful manner 
in which the Home Department was administered by Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin. Only a few weeks ago we received an application from 
a certain gen tlemgti. hailing from Midnapore, — T need not mention his 
name, he belongs, I belieye^ to the official Congress organisation — 
asking for a monthly alFowance or for an order for the withdrawal of 
restriction which was jiassed against him by the ex-Home Minister. 
Now, Sir, that application came and It was very carefully scrutinised 
and the facts without any comment because comments will be needless, 
stand as follows: Xhis'^ gentleman was extern 4 *d from the district of 
MidifUpor^ about tw'o.^yjears ag^. He immediately sent an ajiplication 
for an allowlto?e or for the revision of the order. The matter came to 
the Home Department, through the Commissioner of the Burdwan 
Division. The Commissioner of the Burdw'an Division in the first place 
did not make any specific recommendation. He was asked afterwards 
to make a definite recommendation in this case. He recommended that 
an allowance of Rs. 80 should be paid. The file came to the Home 
Depat|aieiit. The official view-point, the department view-point, of 
which I have nothing to say, was against it. It wna that the applica- 
tion should be rejected. The* Hon’ble Home Minister said •'ditto” 
although the recommendation of the Commissioner of the Division was 
there that the allowance should be granted. Application after applica- 
tion for reconsideration came, I do not know whether these were thrown 
in the waste paper baskets History does not record it, but every appli- 
cation was rejected. It came then after the new’ Ministry came into 
office to the present Home Department, and the Home Minister, the 
new' Home Minister unlike his predecessors, has ordered that the allow- 
ance should be given. There was ah'iolutely no reason why the appli- 
cation should have b<‘en rejecte<l by the ex-Hojpe Minister. (Mr. H. S. 
SuHRAWAKUY: “Hurray”.) Mr. Suhiat^ardy may cry “hurray”. 
That is I believe “hurray” for the follies and mistakes whieh he had 
committed and perhaps whic'h are recalled to his mind after his recent 
return from Kusthia. Now, that is ontfcof the illustrations which 
goes to show, the manner in which 
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Mf. H. 8a SUHRAWARDYa On a point of order, Sir. There is 
no motion for discussion before the House for cuttings any girant of 
Sir Nazimuddin, of Mr. Suhrawardy or anybody else. The only matter 
for discussion is the policy of the present Government and not what Sir 
Nazimuddin did. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAIOER: That is no point of order. 

The Hon'ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: I fail to under- 
stand w^hy Mr. Suhrawardy should be so anxious. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Because you are i|;relevant<r 

The Hon'bie Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Because Lain 
irrelevant P The burden of the sjieecli of the ex-Home Minister was 
that he wanted the House to congratulate kim tb*t the present Ministry 
was continuing the policy which he had ennncialed. Was he relevant K 
Was he relevant when he was making comparison at every step bel^reen 
the misdeeds which he had done land the attempts tliat are being made 
by the present Ministry to undo them? Is it irrelevant if I point out 
the manner in which th# present Ministry ked Been att<!mj)ting to undo 
the wrongs? It will take some time for us to uAdo the wrongs alld to 
improve the tone of the administration jn a manner wfTidi we lifgard 
as consistent with the best interests of province. 

I now come to a very important .illustration. It was not my iitteii- 
tion to deal with it today at this hour, because the mutter will come 
before this House this afternoon. I shall give without going into 
details a very brief reference to some aspect of the administration of 
this province iluripg the la.st’ four years. There i^ the qifestkm of 
security prisoners ftfat has agitated the tpindf of many sections of this 
House and people outside; the demand has been made that either they 
sh<^ld he put on their trihl or their cases should Ix^ 8(Tut iniwMl. Now, 
Sir, without going into the details I make this statcmenl that although 
the suggestion eftme fiom the (iovernimuit of Inflia that the cus<*h <*f 
the security pri.soncrs should be ei|,quire«l into 4(11 a manner which would 
allay public suspicion and resentment, delay in giving effect to it was 
due to the deliberate policy pursued by the ex-Ibune Minister without 
any knowledge of his colleagues and of the (’abinet. Indeed he went 
even further than bis advisers were prepared to go ami his recorded 
opinion was that the Go^rnjpent of Bengal should approach the Gov- 
ernor-General that this piolicy (If revision should nof* be applied to the 
province of Bengal. That was Hie regime of civil liberty which gagged 
Bengal into silence. It does not lie in the mouth of Sir Nazimuddin to 
get up before this House aflifl say that thi# Ministry is continuing a policy 
of repression. The policy of the prfeient Ministry hf#1>een criticised 
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with regard to its attempt to cut down the parliamentary activities of 
the parfy to which Sir Nazimuddin belongs. I repudiate that sugges- 
tion. I have scrutinised many of the orders which were passed by the 
District Officers. Now what has been the position when the present 
Ministry came to office? 

The District Officers had acted on the lines of the policy enunciated 
by the past Government. I can say this thlt no instructions had been 
issued by the present Ministry to any District Officer to prosecute or to 
prevent the lawful activities of the party over "which Sir Nazimuddin 
presides. No secret circulars were issued by the present Ministry as 
was done by the ex-Home Minister. would beg of the House to 
consider*' this asjjiect of the matter. (There were interruptions from 
the Opposition members.) I know Sir, that these interruptmns are 
duofcto the very simple fact that these remarks have gone home to 
persons who are guilty of nothing but sentiniental hypocrisy. 

Now, Sir, wMth regard .to the policy pursued by the District (Officers 
Ihe position is this. ‘Under the garb of holding meetings for the 
purphsj* of expressing their lawful criticisms against Government in 
a constitutional manner, !f they j)roceed to act in a way i»rejudicial to 
public interests, arousing communal feeding particularly at a time 
when peace must be maintained, it is only in h cin'umstances that 
the District Clfficers have intervened. Sir Nazimuddin says ‘‘I allowed 
the idhihasabha to go on for the Just years. May I ask him who sent 
the C. I. D. officers accompanying me in my tours in Eastern Bengal? 
Ma/ 1 ask him Sir,— ! put this question straight to him — about the 
letters which 1 sent to the ex-Horae Minister to which I have not received 
any reply — under whose instructions was the 0. 1. D. directed to open 
the letters of Hindu Mahasabha leaders, even during the period when 
one of them had become a member of the C’ouucil of Ministers? That 
is the policy that was pursued by the gentleman who is now sitting in 
the pose of a Napoleon after Waterloo! Previously also the Mahasabha 
meetings were stopped and I* was served ^tb a notice presumably 
under the Defence of India Rules when I was going to proceed to 
Noakhali, and also when a meeting was going to he held at Serajganj. 
Sir Nazimuddin’s memdty is very^^sUprt. What about Mr. Kiron 
Sankar Roy and what alxnit Babu Surendra Mohan Ghosh, the President 
of the official Congress Committee? wfnt to jail and al soon as he 
served his sentence, he was immediately served with an order under 
the Defence of India Rules. Again, what about two other members of 
the House — ^Mr, P|»tul Chandra Ganguly^anft Mr. Jnanendra Chandra 
Mazumdar? I say, Sir, at the s^e th^t it will not do for the 
« present Ministry merely to say that wcause fhe past Ministry had 
acted in this manner, that is any justi^cation fdr the present Ministry 
^ to pursue any such policy. € believe, Sit, that the policy of the 
present Minist^f will be*' announcii by the Chief Minister. But what 
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we desire to say is this that it is not the intention of the present 
Ministry to do anything which will interfere in any manner •what- 
soeyer with the lawful and constitutional activities of any political 
party. But if Sir Nazimuddin or the leader of the goondas or some* 
body else with whom — 

(Cries of ‘"Withdraw, withdraw” from the Opposition benches.) 

-'ll# 

Mr. H« 8. 8UHRAWARDY: For getting me assaulted at Kustia 
if he takes the blame on himself, then he is the leader of the goondas. 

Nawabzada K. NASARULLAM: The Hon^ble Dr. Mookerjee should 
wthdraw the expression “leader of the goondas”. ^ 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: He must withdraw the exjjr(‘SHion. . 

(('lies of “Withdraw, withdraw” from the Opposition benches,') 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I want to know from the Jy^^ader of 
the Op])ositi()n uhat the members of his party want. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We want that the IT on’ hie Finance 
Minister should withdra'P^ the exi)r(‘ssi(m “leader of the goondas”. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I shall ask the Hoii’ble Dr. Mookerjee 
to« say what he lias stated. 

The Hon’bie Dr. SYAMAPRA8AD MOOKERdEE: When 1 made 
the statement I was not referring to any particular member 

(Crie^,of “Withdraw, withdraw” from the Opposition benches.) 

What I said was this that this Government would not interfere in 
any manner whatsoever with the law'ful and constitutional activities 
of any political party but ii ' 

(Cries of “Withdraw, withdraw” from the Opposition benches.) 

The Hoffl’ble Mr. A. K. FAZUUIt MUQ: May I say a word, Sir? 

NawMlzadt K. NASARU<H.AIM We will not allow the llon'hle 
Chief Minister to say anything unless the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
withdraws the expression b* has used. 

(Cri§8 of “Withdraw, with3r4w”:H^om the Opposition Ixmches.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPE/ACeI^: Jfhe statement made by the Hon'ble 
Dr, Mookerjee is absolutely clear. He says that be did not refer to ^ 
any particular individual member. 
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Nwabzifll K. NA8ARULLAH: No, that is not true. 

Klwaja Sir NAZiMlUbDIN: May I draw your attention to the 
fact that the expression “leader of the goondas" was used immediately 
after my name was used. The only inference that could be drawn is 
that he referred to other members of my party and nothing else. 

Mfa DEPUTY SPEAKER: I shall get the official report and then 
look into the matter. I do not know what actually the Hon'ble the 
Finance Minister said but if the position is actually as you say, 1 
will certaily ask him to withdraw. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I move that the question be 
now put. 

(The Hon’ble Mr. Suntosh Kumar Basu at this stage rose to speak 
when there were loud cries of “Withdraw, withdraw” and of “We 
won’t hear you, Mr. Basu” from the Oppositidn^enches.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please sit down, Mr. Basu. 

If you, members of the Opposition shout in this fashion and tljius 
obstruct the normal proceedings of this HoUBe, 1 will have no other 
alternative but to put the closure motion of Hr. Sanyal. But I would, 
in the first instance, appeal to you, Sir Naziinuddin, to give me an 
opportunity of looking into the official pnx'eedings before I am ask#d 
to give my decision on the question. IIow can the business of the 
House go on if every one in the Opjwsition benches take up the role 
of the I^'uder an<l thus obstruct the business ot the House ? 1 a.ssure 

Y(»u all that if 1 find the statement of the Hon’ble Mini.ster to he un- 
parliaTnentary , T will personally ask him to withdraw^ it. In the mean- 
time I apj)eal to you to allow tlie Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Ihk^u 
to go on with his speech. 

(When the Hon'ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu again rose to speak 
there were loud ^ries of “We w'on’# hear you”, “We won’t hear you” 
from the Opposition benches and counter-cries of “He must”, “He 
must” from the Progressive Coalition tbenches.) 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 0n point of order, Sir. The 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister has admitted even when offering an 
explanation that he did use the words “tha*leader of goondas” 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I dfdmot hear that. 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWAROY: - ■ —a nd that he said that be did not 
refer to any particular member* It does not matter whether ho has 
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referred to any jmrticular member, whether on this aide or the other 
aide of the House, but the point is whether he did use the words V leader 
of the jfoondas”. He did use those words land he must withdraw the 
expression. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: On n point of order, 

Sir (Tremendous noivse from the Opposition benches all the while 

Mr, Dutta Mazumdar was speakin^^^ It is (dear that on this side 

of the House we did hear that the expression “loader of the ;^(»ondas” 
used by tin* Hon’ble the Finance Minister We know. Sir, that 
(tloue \\a> >>n(h ^^rcat iomm' in, the whole IboiNe that Mr. Dutta 
Mazumdar was (juite inaudihh* at the Hepoihus' tahlt* ) -- llo're are 

leaders of j^oondas in tin* (■ountr\ (tlie noise rose to a ver\ hiyh pit( h 

a^»‘ain) We do not know, Sii, whellier then* aie leaders of ^^ooiidas 

in this House, ddie Ilon’hie Minister did not reter to any particular 

memher ot this House (loud cries of '‘He did”, “Hi' did" from 

the tljiposition hi'iiehlfk) and if an\ particular person is not ^^uilty 

in his (onsiieiHc theie can hc' no leason why this (*x]iression should he 
eoiisiden'd as a sort ol i(‘tl»‘etion on the aetisities of any particular 
memht'r. Thi'icfoie, Sir. 1 think there is no (juestimi of w itlid rawing 
that ('Xfiresslon. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I a^^ain move, Sir, that flu* motion 
he now put 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Now that the ilosure motion has lu'cn 
]>ut and esj»(‘eially as I find that the l)pjn»sition is in no mood to ean\\ 
on the husiness of the House in an orderlv manner, I will put the 
!iiol lolls forthwith to tlie vote of the House. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur M(diammed Ali that the demand of 
Rs. ] for expenditure under the liead “Ijo- (ieiieral Adminis- 
tion — (ireneral Administration" be reduced bv IN. ](K) was then put 

and a division taken with the following- result: — 

♦ 

AYCt~41. 

ANI NttIriM, HMltfi. 

Akaf N*M4a Akalli, Mr. 

Mmti Ali MrMka, MwIvL 
AkMH Hacaia, Mi^ 

Aalak Maaaaia Kkaa. Mkaa ttkatfar Maahrl. 
•aaarjM. Dr. laraik Dkaakra. 

OkaltaMkFiy. Mr. Hartfada. 

Daa, iaka fladkaaatk. 

Dana, Hr. Dkiraadra lalk. 

Dalai. Hr. Naraadra Malk, 

Datta, Hr. lakaaMr. 
raHal Qatdir, Kkaa Kafeadar Haalrl. 


Akdtl Alia. Haalaaa Hd. 

Akdai Haft, Hr. Hiraa. 

Akdal Naklai Vlkraaipari, MaaKri Md« 
Akdai MaaM. Hr. A. H. 

Akdal Karla, Hr. 

Akdai UKf Klawai. HaataL 
Akdal naJM, Mr. Iftd (Raakliali). 

Akdal Ma ta l a k HaUk, Dr. 

AkdaMa-AI Makaaad. Hr. 

Akdar Rakaaa, Kkaa Kafeadar A. ¥. H. 
Afedar RafeiMa liddkii. Hr. 

Akdar taartrid M afea aad, Mr. 

Akdar R a ifea ad, Haalal Hd. 

Akdai ifeafeaad, Maalai Hd. 


AfeWar feaia O fe aard fe a r y, Kfeca RHikdar HaaM. 


faaHir Rafeaiaa, Mr. <Daaaa). 

Nflar Rafeaaa, Mr. <Hy a afetlat». 
Nafeniddia Dfeaadfearl, HaalaL 
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NtMMiMia Akmai, Khin lahtfe. 

4altUiMifl Akiiatf, Kkia tthatfar Mtahrl. 

Jalaa. Mr.rD. 

JMiaivkilN Abima, Kbiii labib Maaffl * 
Maltl, Mr. Nikaa|a iaharl. 

Mai, Mr. Itwar Obaaira 
Maairaaiia Abbaitb, Maalvi. 

Maaab All Kban Paaai. AN Nail Maalvi. 
Mabaaiaiai All, Kbaa labaiar. 

MabaaiaiaA lirail, Maalvi. 

Mabaaaiaiaa IMai^av, Kbaa Babaiar Dr. lyai. 
Mabbarji, Mr. Dbiraaira Narayaa. 

Makharlaa, Mr. •. 

MakbarJI, Or. fbaral Ohaaira. 

MaUiak, Irljat Aabataah. 

Naaarullak, Nawabtaia K. 


NaiiaaMla Kb«a|a lir, K.C.I.K. 
NvarvMia, Mr. K. 

Kay, Mr, Kaaial Krfabaa. 

Ray. Mr. Kiraa aaakar. 
lababa-Alaai, Mr. Syai. 

•alim, Mr. I. A. 

•aayal, Dr. Naliaakiha. 
taa-Dupta* Mrt. Naliia. 

Itrajal lilaai, Mr. 

IhahabaMia. Mr. Kbarala, G.B.E. 
biaba, SrIJut Maaiaira Bbaiaa. 
labrawariy, Mr. H. I. 

Bar, Mr. Haraaira Kaaiar. 
Taailfaiiia Kbaa, Mr. 

Yaief, All Obaarihary, Mr. 


NOES— 116. 


Abial Hafir, Mr. Mia. 

ANal Hakaaai, Mr. (Khaiaa). 

Abial Hakiai, Maaivi (Myaiaaiiafb). 

Abiai Haaiid tbab, Maaivi. 

Abial Kaiar, Mr. (aiiai Lai Maab). 

Abial Majid, Maalvi (Myaiaaiiafbl. 

AMal Wabab Kbaa, Mr. 

Abdai Wabad. Maalvi. 

Abdar Raaf. Kbaa Bahadar 8bab (Raafpar). 

Abdar Batrak, Maalvi. 

Aba Naiiaia Sarfcar, Maalvi. 

Abal Fail, Mr. Md. 

Aebaryya Ohaadbary, Maharaja Baibi Kaata, if 
Maktagaeba, Mymaatiagb. 

Abmad Ali Eaayatpari, Kbaa Bahadur Maalaaa. 
Abaiad Kbaa, Mr. 8yad. 

Aailaullah, Kbaa labib Maalvi. 

Amir All Mia, Maalvi Md. 

Aawarul Alim, Khan Bahadur Md. 

Aiiaiaddia Abmad, Mr. 

Afbar All, Maalvi. 

Badruddaja, Mr. Syad. 

Baaarjva, (ha Haa'bla Mr. Pramatba Nath. 

Baaarji, Mr. lalya Priya. 

Barat Ali, Md. 

Baraia, Baba Prambari. 

Burma, Mr. Puapajil. 

Barmaa, Baba Ibyama Praaad. 

Barmaa, tba Haa'bla Mr. Upandra Nath. 

Bata, tba Haa'bla Mr. Sk^aab Kamar. 

Bbawmik. Or. Babiada Cbaadra. 

Biawaa, Baba Lakihml Narayaa. 

Blawaa, Mr. Batik Lai. 

B4«aa, Mr. laraadra Nath. 

Obibrabarty, Mr. iatiadra Nath. 

Gbakrabarty, Baba Naraadra Narayaa. 

Obippaadala, Mr. d. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Daa. Bai labib Aaakal Cbaadra. 

Oat, Bai labib KirH Bbaaaa. 

Oat, Mr. Maamabaa. 

Oat Bapta. Baba Kbagaadra Natb. 

Oat Bapta, Irijut Naraadra Natb. 

Oatta Maiaaidar, Mr. Ntbaraadi. 

Kdbar, Mr. Upaairaaath. 

Eaidadul Naiva. KaM. 

Paital Nag, tba Naa’bM Mr. A. K. 

Bbaaa, Mr. Atat Kriabaa. 


Biaiaddia Abmad, Mr. 

Balam larwar Haiaini, Mr. Ibab lyad. 

Baiwami, Mr. Tulii Cbaadra. 

BriMtbi, Mr. C. 

Bapta, Mr. J. N. 

Buniag, Mr. Dambar lingh. 
fiyiiuddin Ahmtd Chaudhury, Alhadj 
Hatan Ali Chawdbury, Mr. lyad. 

Haianuiraman, Maalvi Md. 

Habam Ali Kban, Tht Han'bit Kban Bahadur 
Maalvi. 

Haihina Murthad, Mri., M.B.E. 

Hatamally damadar, Kban lahib Maalvi. 

Handry, Mr. David. 

Idrii Abmad Mia, Maalvi. 
danab Ali Majumdar, Maalvi. 

Kabiruddin Kban, Khan Bahadar Maaivi. 

Koiam Ali Miria, labibzadu Kawandah lyad. 
Kannady, Mr. I. 6. 

Khan, Mr. Dabandra Lall. 

Kumar, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

Kandu, Mr. Niihitha Nath. 

MePbarton, Mr. fi. P. 

Mahtab, Maharajadbiraja Bahadur, Uday Cband. at 
Burdwan. 

Mali, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. 

Majamdar, Mrt. Hamaprava. 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Maadai, Mr. Banka Bahari. 

B Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. dagat Cbaadra. 

Mandal, Mr. dagandra Natb. 

Maadai, Mr. Kriibaa Praiad. 

Maaimuamaa Itlamabadl, Maalaaa Md. 

Mokbvl Hoaain, Mr. 

MalBla Ali, Mr. Md. 

Haakarjaa, Tba Haa’bla Or. lyaaMpratad. 

Margaa, Mr. B., C.I.E. 

Matlam Ali MaUab, Maalvi M. 

MatamaMl Rag, Maalvi Md. 

Mabamniad Altai, Kbaa Babadar Maalvi lyad. 
MahaMONM IbraMm, MaahrL 
MabaainuMi Itbagaa, MaabrU 
MakbarJI, Dr. N.^ 

Maabarrat Naataia, Nawab Kbaa, Babadar. 
Maalagavtal Na«aa, Mr. Byad. 

PatHagar, Mr. B. V. 

Praaiaaik. Mr. TarkNabaraa. 
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RaUbm. Kkw talMtftr A. M. L. 
RkJlk«<iiB TiraMtr. HmNL 
RtwinMi* AkMM^. Mr. 

R«|, Mr. DkMMi«f. 

R»f, KtkJro^ Okwtfra, Ral Rtkatfir. 
R»y, Mr. MiBMtlui Ratk. 

Ray, Mr. Patiram. 
lafrvMia Akinak, Haji. 

Iwaollak, Dr. 
taiiyal, Mr. tasaaka takkar. 
larkar, laka MakkaMiaa. 
laa, Mr. Atal Ckaaira. 


laa, Mr. Dkiraaira Ratk. 
taa, iaftak Ckaaira, Rti iakaiar. 
tkakaiall, Mr. a 

Ikaaiaaiiii^Akaiai. Ika Naa^ Mr. 
tkaaii^iiia Ahmai Khaaikar, Mr. 
tiaka, taka Kikatra Ratk. 

•Iriar, taka Utta Maada. 

4kalltr. Mr.d. H. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Waliur Rahman, Maalvi. 

Yaatal, Mina. 


'I’he Ayt's lK‘in^ G1 and the Noes 11(1. the iii<»ti(ni \s;is lost. 


" The motion ot Dr. Nalinahslia Sanyal that the demand of 
Its. 1.27. 42, (too nnder the head “2V- (General Administration Tfen<‘ral 
Administration’’ he reduced hy 11s. 100 was put and a division taken 
with the following result: — 


AYE8~59. 


Akdai Atii, Maalaaa Mi. 

Akdal Hafiz, Mr. Mina. 

/Cdal Hakim Vikrampuri, Maalvi Mi, 

Akiul HaaiM, Mr. A. M. 

Akial Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Latil Biiwai, Maulvl. 

Abdul Malid, Mr. Syad (Neakkall). 

Abdul Motaiab Malik, Or. 

Abdulla- Al Mahmoud, Mr. 

Abdur Rahmaa, Khan Bakaiur A. f. M. 

Abdur Rahman Siddi^i, Mr. 

Abdur Raackid Mahmoud, Mr. 

Abdur Ruhtoi. Maalvi Mi. 

AMai ihahatd, Maalvi Md. 

Abidar Roza Ckawdkury, Kkaa Bakadar Maalvi. 
Abal Htihim. Maulvl. 

Abal Hotaia Ahamd, Mr. 

AhHNd All Mriiha, Maalvi. 

Ahmad Hotaia, Mr. 

Aalad Houain Khan, Khan Bakadar Maulvl. 
Baaaritf, Or. Sarath Chandra. 

ChaHaRadhyay, Mr. HariRada. 

Oat, Baka Radhaaatk. 

Oatta, Mr. Obiraadra Rath. 

Dalai, Mr. Hartadra Rath. 

Oatta, Mr. takamar. 

Farhad Raza Okawdkary, Mr. M. 

Faztal Qaaiir, Kkaa Bakadar Maalvi. 

Fazlar Rabama, Mr. (Oaaca). 

Failar Rahaiaa, Mr. (Myrnaaoiagh). 


NOES 

Akiat Naflz, Mr. Mft. 

Akial Makaam, Hr. (Kktiaa). 

Akial Nakim, Btaatvi (Hyanaaiagb). 

Akial HamM Ihab. HaatvL 
Abiat Radar. Hr. (allat Lat HaaB). 

Abial WaBak Kkaa, Hr. 

Akiar Raaf, Kkaa Mtaiar tkak (Raafpaf% 

Akiar Rvaak. HaafvL 


Hiizuiiin Ckauihurl, Maulvl. 

Hamidudiin Ahmad, Khaa labib. 
daliluddin Ahmad, Khaa Bahadur Maulvl. 
dalan, Mr. I. 0. 

dailmuddin Ahmad, Khaa lahib Maulvl. 

Main, Mr. Hikunja Babarl. 

Mai, Mr. Iiwar Chandra. 

Maniruddin Akhand, Mauhrl. 

Mohammtd All, Khan Bahadur. 

Muhammad Itrail, Maulvl. 

Muhammad lliilaut, Khan Bahadur Dr. lyti. 
Muhbar)!, Mr. Dhlranira Narayan. 

Mukhtriaa, Mr. B. 

Mttkharji. Or. lharal Chandra. 

Muiiick, Iriiut Athutoih. 

RatarulUh, Nawahiada K. 

Razlmudiln Khwaja Sir, K.O.I.E. 

Ray, Mr. Kamalkiiihna. 

Ray, Mr. KIran laakar. 
lahaba-Alam, Mr. lyai. 
laiim, Mr. I. A. 
taayal, Dr. Nallaakiba. 

Ita-OnRla, Mn. Htliit. 
baraini latam, Mr, 
ikababniila, Mr. Khwa|k. O.B.C. 
linha, Iriiut Mtuiaira Bhataa. 
tabrawariy, Mr. H. I. 
lur, Mr, Haraaira Kamar. 

Vutat All Cbauibary, Mr. 


•10X. 

Abo HaaaaJa larkar, Mauhrl. 

Akul Fazl, Mr. Mi. 

Ackarn* Ckaaikary, Makaraia latki Ksirta. if 
Maktagacka. Myawutlagk. 

Amkai AH laartlRUri, Kkaa Bakaiur Maalaaa. 
Akmai Kkaa. Mr. lyai. 

Alfaiaiila Akawi. Kkaa iakaiar HaaHri. 
AaHaaBak. Rkta laklk Martvl. 



nsMAXPrOBOBim. 113,. M™,, 


jkmUr Ml mirn, mrnrnM m0. 

Smwmrmi Amtm, Kitam »aamamr tM. ^ 
AalinaMia/liwMf, Mr. 

Acliar All, MihIvI. 
lainiiitia, Mr. tyM. 

■MtrjN, thf M«n’ll« Mr. Pramttlii Natlu 
■•Rtrji, Mr. latya Priya. 

■aral All, Mr. Mtf. 

•arma, lafea Pramhari. 

•arma, Mr. PaipaJit 
iarmaa, tba Hon'tola Mr. UptMlr* Nath. 
tiM, the Haa'hia Mr. laatoih Kumar, 
thawmik, Dr. Qoblniia Chandra. 
tUwai, lahu Lakibml Narayaa. 

■Ii«ai, Mr. Ratik Lai. 
tliwai, Mr. luraadra Nath. 

Obakrabarty. Mr. datindra Nath. 

Ohakrabarty, Baku Naraadra Narayaa. 
OhipMndala, Mr. J. W. 

Daa, Ral lahib Anukul Chandra. 

Oai, Ral Sahib KIrIt Bhutan. 

Dai. Mr. Moamehan. 

Dat Buyta, Baku Khaiandra Nath. 

Dat Qupta, Srljut Nartndra Nath. 

Dutta Maiumdar, Mr. Niharandu. 

Bmdadui Ha^jua, Kail. 

Pailul Hup. tha Hon'bla Mr. A. K. 

Dhaaa, Mr. Atui Krithaa. 

Blaiuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Btlam larwar Haiaini, Mr. Shah Syad. 
Baiwami. Mr. Tultl Chandra, 
arlfflthi. Mr. C. 

Bupta, Mr. d. N. 

Burung, Mr. Oambar Singh. 

Byaiuddin Ahmad Choudhury, AlhadJ. 

Hatan All Ohowdhury, Mr. Syad. 
Naaanuuaman, Mauivi Md. 

Haiham All Khan, tha Non'bla Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl. 

Natina Munhad, Mrt., M.B.I. 

Hatamally damadar, Khan Sahib Mauivl. 
Handry, Mr. Daald. 

Idrii Ahmad Mia, Mauivi. 
danab All Majumdar, Maulvl. 


' Kku, Mr. OblMBn LitL 
Kumar, Mr. AtuI Obantlra. 

KbuBh, Mr. Niihltba Nath. 

MePbarian, Mr. B. P. 

MaJI, Mr. Adnraita Kumit. 

Majumdar, Mra. HaMaprava. 

Maadal, Mr. AmrHa Lai. 

Maadal, Mr. Banka Babarl. 

Maadal. Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Maadal, Mr. degaadra Nath. 

Maadal, Mr. Krithaa Praiad. 

Maairuiaaman Itlamabadi, Maulana Md. 
Maabul Hataia, Mr. 

Mahiin, All, Mr. Md. 

MoekarjM, tha Nan'bla Dr. Syamapratad. 
Moiammal Huq, Mauivi Md. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Syad. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvl. 

Muhammad Ithaqua, Maulvl. 

Mukharji. Dr. H. C. 

Mutharruff Naatain, Nawab, Khan Bahadur. 
Muitagawial Haqua, Mr. Syad. 

Pettingar, Mr. fi. U. 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarlnicharan. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 

RaJIbuddin Tarafdar, Mauivi. 

Ramiittddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Sanauilah, Dr. 

Sanyal, Mr. Saianka Sakhar. 

San, Mr. Atui Chandra. 

San, Mr. Dhirandra Nath. 

San, dogath Chandra, Ral Bahadur. 

Shahadali, Mr. 

Shamtuddin Ahmad, tha Hon’bla Mr. 
Shamiuddin Ahmad Khondkar, Mr. 

Slngha, Babu Kihatra Nath. 

Sirdar, Babu Lltta Munda. 

Stark. Mr. A. F. 

Wallur, Rahman, Mauivi. 

Youtul Miria. 


Thi' Ayos 1)0111^ 51) and the Noes the motion was lost. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Now 1 shall put the main motion to 
vote. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALj There is another motion, Sir. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: There i.^ no time for that. We are 
meeting' ajfain in the afternoon. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA MNYAL: It was my motion, Sir. al>out 
salaries of Ministers and l*arliamentary Secretaries, about which you 
said you have made a slij^hi mollification with refjard to the first part. 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: U jt pos8ible. Sir. for a 
motion to lapse without putlintr it to vote!' The cut motions liiwe been 
formally moved. We can jro on for another III ininutes. but they must 
be put to vote. You cannot apply the fruillotinc in this way. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am putting' Dr. SanxarK iimtiuti to 
vote. 

The motion of I>r Nalinakslia San\al tliat tlu' drmaml of 
1 for expenditure under the head » - (teneral Adminin- 

(reneral Administration” h<‘ ledueed h\ Ms. ItK) was tlien put 

and a division taken with the f(dJ(»wing result; — 


AMul Axis. MBOlARi M4. 

AMut NbIIx, Mr. Mina. 

AM>I Hikim VikrAinpuri. MiMivi M4. 

AMul Hirnid, Mr. A. M. 

AMul Karim. Mr. 

AMul Lain eiiwai. Maulvi. 

AMul Majid, Mr. Sy«d (Noakhaii). 

AMul Malaltb Malik. Dr. 

AMulla'Al Mahmood, Mr. 

AMur Rahman. Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 

AMur Rahman Siddifi, Mr. 

AMur Rasehid Mahmaad. Mr. 

AMur Raihaad. Maulvi Md. 

AMuf Shahatd. Maulvi Md. 

Ahidur Raxa Chaadhury. Khan Bahadur Mauhri. 
Ahul Naihim. Maulvi. 

Ahul Haiaia Ahmad. Mr. 

Ahmad All MIrdha. Maulvi. 

Ahmad Haaaia, Mr. 

Auiad Maiaaia Khan, Khaa Bahadur Maulvi. 
Baaarjaa. Dr. turaih Chaadra. 

Ohattafadhyay, Mr. NarlpMa. 

Daa, Bala Radhaath. 

DaMa, Mr. Dhiraadra Hath. 

Dalai. Mr. Naraadra Hath. 

DaMa. Mr. lakamar. 

Farhad Rua Chavdhary, Mr. M. 
raxial QaMIr. Khaa Bahadar HaahrL 
Fular Rahmaa, Mr. (Dacca). 

Pastar Rahmaa. Mr. (MyaNaitach). 


AYE8-«0. 

Nahtuddin Ohaudhury, Maulvi. 

Hamlduddin Ahmad, Khan lahik. 

Jalaluddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Jalan, Mr. I. D. 

dailmuddin Ahmad, Khan lahib Maulvi. 

Main, Mr. Hlkunja Bahari. 

Mai, Mr. Iiwar Chandra. 

Manimddln Ah hand, Maulvi. 

Mohammad Ail, Khan Bahadar. 

Muhammad l•rsil, Maulvi. 

Muhammad llddihua, Khan Bahadar Dr, lyad. 
Muka'li. Mr. Dhirandra Narayan. 

Mukharjaa. Mr. B. 

Mukharjl, Dr. larat Chandra. 

Mullick, Irljut Aihutaih. 

Haiarullah, Nawabiada K, 

Haximuddin Khwaja Hr, K. C. 1. 1. 

Ray, Mr. Kamalkrithna. 

Ray, Mr. KIran lanhar, 
lahaba-Alam. Mr. lyad. 
lalim, Mr. 1. A. 
laayal. Or. Hailaakiha. 

IfR'Dapla, Mrs, Hallia. 
tarajul lilam, Mr, 

Ibahabaddia, Mr. Khvaji. 0. B. I. 

•inba, irllaf Manlndra Bhaaan. 
labravardy. Mr. H. 1. 
tar, Mr. Naraadra Kamar. 

Tamijaddia Khaa, Mr. 

Yasat AH Ohaudhary. Mf. 


Ahdai Mafli, Mr. Mia. 

AMai Nahaam, Mr.(Khalaa). 

Abdal Nakim. Maulvi (MymaaaiHh). 

Ahdai Hamid lhab, MaatvU 
Ahdai Kadar. Mr. (Mias Lai Maah). 

Ahdai Watab Khaa. Mr. 

Ahdai Wahad, MaatvL 

Ahdar Raat. Kftaa Bahadar lhah (RaHP«0' 
Ahdar Raaxak, HaatvI. 

Aha Maaaaia tmhar, Maulvi. 

Ahal Faxi, Mr. Md. 

Aaharna CNaMiary, Mahara)a lasM. Kaata. 

Mahtafacha, Myaiaa rta th. 

Ahmad AN f aayatparl. Khaa Bahadar Maalaaa. 
Ahamd. Khaa, Mr. Byad. 


NOES 102. 

AltaxaMla Ahmad. Khaa, Bahadur Maulvi. 
Amlnaliab, Khaa tahlb Mauhri. 

Amir All Mia, Maulvi Md, 

Aawarai Axim Khan Bahadar Md. 
Aiimaddln Ahmad, Mr. 

Axhar All, Mauhri. 

Badrvddala, Mi. lyad. 

Baaarjaa. tha Haa'Ma Mr. pramatha Hath. 
Baaarji. Mr. latyt Prlya. 

Barat AH, Mr. Md. 

Barma. Baha Prtmhari 
Baram, Hr. Paapa)H. 

■arama. tha Haa'Ma Mr. tfpaadra Bath. 
Baaa. tha Haa’Ma Hr. laataah Kamar. 
BhawaNh, Dr. BaMada Bhaadra. 


at 
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iafei Likfhmi llaraiM. 

■iivai, Mr. Rasik Lai. * 

■Hwai, laraaira Nath. 

Ohakraharty, Mr. Jatindra Nath. 

Ohakrafearty, NabH Nartndra Narayaa. 
OblpytM^ala. Mr. 4 . W. 

Dai, Rai fahib Aaakal Cbaatfra. 

Oai, Ral labib Kirit SbMaa. 

Oai, Mr. Moamabaa. 

Dai ttayta, Rabu Kbafinira Natb. 

Dai Oayta. Irljat Nariadra Nath. 

Datta Maaaaidar, Mr. Nibariaka. 
libar, Mr. U|Maaranatb. 
laiaaial Na^ai, Kail, 
railal Haf , thi Haa’bli Mr. A. K. 

Rbaii, Mr. AtuI Krlihna. 

DIaiatfaiii Ah mid, Mr, 

•olaai Sarwar Hoiaini, Mr. lhah 8ytd. 
Daiarami, Mr. Tuiii Chandra. 

Rrlffithi, Mr. 0. 

Ouyta. Mr. J. N. 

Ruranf, Mr. Dambir lingh. 

Qyaiuddin Ah and Choudhury, AlhadJ. 

Naian All Cbdwdhury, Mr. gyid. 
Naaanaiiaman, Mauivi Md. 

Naihim All Khan, Thi Han'bla Khan Rahadur 
Maalii. 

Hailna Murthid, Mrs. M, R. E. 

Hilimally Jamadar, Khan Sahib Maulfi. 

Idrii Ahmad Mia, Mauivi. 
danab All Majumdar, Mauivi. 

Kuim AM Mina, Sahlbiada Kauran Jah Syad. 
Khan, Mr. Dibindra Lall. 

Kumar, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

Kundu, Mr. Nlihitha Nath. 

MiRhirian, Mr. Q. P. 

Mali, Mr. Adwalta Kumar. 


Ma|««dar, Mn. NtaMRamra. 

Maadal. Mr. AaHlta Ull. 

MaiiRai, Mr. Raaka Rahari. 

Mandal, Mr. Rlrat Ohaadra. 

Mandal, Mr. dagandra Nath. 

Maadal, Mr. Kriibaa Praiad. 

Maalrauamaa lilamabadi, Maalaaa Md. 

Macbal Noiaia, Mr. 

Mabila AM, Mr. Md. 

Maakarjai, Tba Han'bla Dr. lyamapraiad. 
Maiammal Hug, Mauivi Md. 

Muhammad Afial . Khan Rabadar Maaivi lyad. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Maaivi. 

Muhammad lihaatti MaalvL 
Mnkbarji, Dr. H. C. 

Muiharruff Hauain, Naurab, Khan Rabadar. 
Muitagiwial Nagua, Mr. Syad. 

Pramanik. Mr. Tarinirbaran. 

Rahman, Khan Rahadur A. M. L 
Rajibuddin Taratdar, Mauivi. 

Ramliuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Dhanan)oy. 

Ray, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Ray, Mr. Patiram. 

Sanaullah, Dr. 

Sanyal, Mr. Saaanka Sakhar. 

San, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

Ian, Mr. Dbirandra Nath. 

Ian, dogaih Chandra, Rai Rahadur, 
lhahadaii, Mr. 

lhamiuddin Ahmad, tha Han'bla Mr. 
lhamiuddin Ahmad, Khandkar, Mr. 
lingha, Rabu Kibatra Natb. 

Sirdar, Rabu Utta Munda. 

Stark, Mr. A. P. 

Waliur Rahman, Mauivi. 

Yauiuf Mina. 


The Ayes bciiii? (»() and the Noes 102, tlie motion was lost. 


Tlio motion ol Mr. Abdul liUtif Biswas that the demand of 
Ks. 1,27, 42, (MM) under the bead “25 — Oeneral Administration — Oeneral 
Administration” be reduced by Ks 100 was tlien put to vote. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think that the Noes have it. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Division. Sir 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: I under'^tood that an ajjreement had 
been arrived at and that there would be no more division. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: On a point of order, Sir. 

hen a division is called I do not think it ri^dit for the Chair to say 
that us an njrreement has been come to, it cannot be allowed. It is 
the ripht of a member to call for a division. 


Mfa DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes. it is the meml>er*8 right, and if 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan insists, I shall certainly allow it. 
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Mr. TAMIZUODIN KHAN: I insist. Sir. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: All rijrht. 

The motion of Maulvi Ahdiil Latif Biswas that the deinund of 
Bs. 1,27,42,(K)() for expenditure under the head “20— (leiuual Adminis- 
tration — (leneral Administration^’ he redueed hy Its. 1(10 was then put 
again and a division taken with the foll(»wing result: — 


AYES~41. 


ANnI AzU. MaMlana Md. 

AMal Ha«z. Mr. Mina. 

Afeial Hakim Vikrampari, MaaKri Mil. 

AMnI Hami4. Mr. A. H. 

AMal Karim, Mr. 

AMai Latit Bliwat, Maalvl. 

AMal Ma)id, Mr. Syad (Naakkali). 

Afedai Motaltb Malik, Dr. 

ANulla*al Makmaod, Mr. 

AMar Rahmaa, Kbaa Bahadar. A. F. M. 

Akdur Rahman Siddiqi, Mr. 

Ahdar Rauhid Mahmood, Mr. 

Ahdur Raihatd, Maaivi Md. 

Ahdut Ikahaad, Maaivi Md. 

Abidar Raza Cbawdbary, Kbaa Bahadar Maalvl. 
Abal Haihim, Maaivi. 

AHab All, Mr. 

Ahmad Ali Mridba, Maaivi. 

Ahmad Hatain, Mr. 

Aalad Hamin Khan, Kbaa Bahadar Maaivi. 
Farhad Rata Chowdhary, Mr. M. 


Fatial Qaadir, Kbaa Bahadar Maalvl. 

Faalvr Rahman, Mr. (Dacca). 

Fattar Rahmaa, Mr. (Myrnaaiiaib). 
Maflraddia Ohoadbarl, Maalvl. 

NamMaddia Ahmad, Kbaa lahib. 
dalaladdia Ahmad, Khan Bahadar Maalvl. 
daiimuddin Ahmad, Khan lahib Maaivi. 
Maniruddin Akhaad, Maalvl. 

Mohammad Ali, Khan Bahadar. 

Muhammad liraii, Maaivi. 

Mahammad tiddlaaa, Khan Bahadur Dr. lyad. 
Naaarullab, Nanrabiada K. 

Nacimuddin Khawaja Sir. K.O.I.E. 
Sahobt-Alam, Mr. Ijrad. 
lalim, Mr. S. A. 

Itralal liiam, Mr. 

Ibahabaddia, Mr. Khara)a, O.B.t. 
tuhravardy, Mr. H. I. 

Tamitaddin Khan, Mr. 

Yutal Ali Chaudhary, Mr. 


MOEI-W. 


Abdal HaRr, Mr. Mia. 

Abdul Naktam, Mr. (Khulna). 

Abdul Hakim, Maaivi (M]ffflanalBgh). 

Abdul Hamid Shah. Maaivi. 

Abdal KMar, Mr. (aliaa Lai Maab). 

ANal Wahab, Khan. Mr. 

Abdal Wabad, Maaivi. 

Abdar Rant, Kbaa Bahadur Sbab (Ranger). 
Abdar Raziak, Maaivi. 

Aba Haaiaia larkar, Maalvl. 

Abal Fail, Mr. Md. 

Acbaryya Chaadbanr, Maharaja laabi Kaala, af 
Muklagacha, Myrnanilagh. 

Ahmad Ali Eatvatfari, Kbaa Bahadar Maalaaa. 
Abamd Kbaa, Mr. Igad. 

Amiaallah. Kbaa lahib Maalvl. 

Amir Ali Mia, Maaivi Md. 

Aaararai Atim, Kbaa Bahadur Md. 

Aihar AH, Maaivi. 

•adraddaja, Mr. tjrad. 

•anarjaa, tba Hta'bl# Mr. framatba Nath. 

Baaar ji, Mr. Ia,(ya PHya. 

Barat All, Mr. Md. 

•araM, Baba RrambarL 

•araM, Mr. Paif aJU 

Barmaa, (ha Naa'Ma Mr. Bpaadra Hath. 

Baaa, tba NaalHa Mr. iaatMb Kamar, 

Bhammik, Dr. Bablada Ctmadra. 

BMmaa, Baba Lakabml Harbyaa. 


I Biinfoi, Mr. Raiik Lai. 

BIcnrai, Mr. lartndra Nafb. 

! Chahribartty, Mr. datindra Nalb. 

Chakrabarlty, Baba Nartndra Narayan. 
j Ckiaaondala, Mr. d. W. 

Daa, Rai lahib Anuhul Chandra. 

Da*, Rai lahib Kirit Bhutan. 

I Dat, Mr. Maamohaa. 
j Dat fluyta, Baku Kbagandra Nath. 

Dat Suyta, Irljul Naraadra Nath. 

Outta Maiuufidar, Mr. Nibartadu. 

Edbar, Mr. Uythdranalb. 

EaMadui Haqua, Kati. 

I Fallal Nuq, lha Haa'bla Mr. A. K. 

Bbata, Mr. Alai Krlihaa. 

Blataddia Ahmad, Mr. 

Balam lanvar Hataiai. Mr. Ibab lyad. 
Batwami, Mr. Talai Chandra. 

BriMIbt, Mr. C. 

Bayta, Mr. 4 . N. 

Baraag, Mr. OamNr llagh. 

Byataddia Abamd Cbaadbary, AlbadJ. 

Hataa All CbawMary, Mr. lyad. 
Hataaanamaa, Maalvl Md. 

Haabam All Kbaa, tba Naa’Ma Kbaa Bahadar 
Maaivi. 

Haalas Manbtd, Mn. M.B.f . 

NalamaNy daaiaiar. Kbaa taMb Maahri. 

IdrM Abamd Mia, Maafvt. 
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JMlft All MAlfMtftr, MMlvf. 

Kaita All Mlm, liliitaaia ICavM 4tfe Iya4. 
KiMfi, llr.^««ira Lall. 

Kanar, Mr. Atal Ckaaira. 

Kaatfa, Mr. NiiMtha Nath. 

Majf, Mr. AtfwaHa Kaaiar. 

Malaaitfar, Mri. Hamaiirava. 

Maa«al, Mr. Anrita Lai. 

Maaiai, Mr. Naaka Naharl. 

Maa4al, Mr. lira! Ohaadra. 

Maa^al, Mr,4a|aatfra Nath. 

Maalai, Mr. Kriihaa Pratai. 

Maairanaaiaa lilamahail, Maalaaa Mi. 
Ma^hal Haiain, Mr. 

Mahiia All. Mr. Mi. 

Maahariaa, Iht Haa’hia Or. fyaaiayraiai. 
MaiaaiaMi Na^, Maaivl Mi. 

Mahammai Afial, Khaa lahaiar Maaivl tyai. 
Mahaaiaiai Ihrahiai, Maaivl. 

Mahaaimai lihaqaa, Maaivl. 

Makharjl, Or. H. 0. 


Maaharraff NaaaiiB, Haarah, Khaa Kabaiar. 
MattHtwial Na^at. Mr. tyai. 

Praaiaalh, Mr. Tarlaiaharaa. 

Nahaiaa, Khaa Kahaiar A. M. L 
Raiihaiiia Tarafiar. Maaivl. 

Raaiixaiiia Aha^i, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Obaaaajay. 

Ray. Mr. Maaaiatha Nath. 

Ray, Mr. Patiraai. 

•aaaallah. Dr. 

laayal, Mr. iaaaahar takhar. 
taa. Mr. Atal Chanira. 
laa, Mr. Dbiraaira Nath. 

Ian. iaiaib Obaaira, Rai Rabaiar. 
lhabaiali. Mr. 

Ihamiaiiin Abaiai. tba Han'bia Mr. 
Ihamiaiiln Abaiai Khanikar, Mr. 
lintha. Baba Kihctra Nath, 
tiriar. Baba LItta Mania. 

Wallar Rahman. MaalvL 


Tin* AycH 41 uihI iIk* Noes {>7, tlu* inotioii lost. 


TIk* motion (►{ Mr. Dhinmdra Nath Dutta that tho doinand ot 
Its. I ,l'7,4*J,(HKI for (‘xponditinc under the In-ad - ( itmeial 

Adininistiation -■ tienmal Administration” ))e reduced h\ Its. lilt), was 
then i)ut and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datia tlmt the demand of 
11s. 1 ,v7,4‘J, 0(1(1 for eN|K‘nditure lUider the lieail “Ijo - (leiieial 

Administration— -(nmeral Administration” hv leduced hy 11s. 1(1(1, was 
tlien put and lust. 

The iiKJtion ot .Mr. Ahdul Karim that the <lemand ot 11s, 1 ,!?7.4‘s?.(10(t 
for «‘xpenditun‘ under (he head — (reneral Administration — (ieneral 
Adminstration” he rt*du(‘e(l hy 11s. 100, was ])ut and lost. 

The motion ot Maulvi Muhaininad Alidur llasheed that the demand 
Ks. 1 ,1?7,4‘J,000 for expenditure under tin* liead “25 — General 
Adminisration — General Administration” he reduced hy lls. KMl, was 
then put and a division taken. 

(Duriiif^- the interval wlien the division hell was rin^'^in^r, the follow- 
ing? discussion took place.) 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 think. Sir, it is extremely 
unfair at least to me that these divisions are heinj? called and the 
House is heiiif? asked to record their votes although I have not been 
ffiven an opportunity of sayinp anything? on them. I do not think 
any memln'r of the Opposition would attribute any blame to me for 
my inability to explain the position. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir. the Hon'hle the Chief 
Minister cannot make any statement in the midst of a division: if he 
wants to do that, he can do so later on. 
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The Hoffi’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ* I am only pointin^j: out 
tbe (lifti(“ulty into wliich I have been put. 

Khawaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In view ot the statement made by 
the Hou’ble tlie riiief Minister, I su^fjest that one speech in support 
of a parti(Milar motion be nuuh* from outside and let the IT(»n*l)le the 
Chief Mini.ster reply to it and then let the lions** divide 

The Hon*ble Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: May 1 aNo point 
out tiiat certain ifisinuations ami libellous stateim'iits u«-re made by a 
member of the Opposition ami it is only fair that I should have a elnmee 
to elarify our positi(m — (Tn‘mendous cries from the 0])|v<isition lu-nehes) 
— It is a most s<andalous and mischievous insiniiat ion— (lauid 
noise a^ain from the (tpposition b(*nehesV~ This sort of ho\\lin^^s will 
never help you in un\ way. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER* It it is the int(*ntion of the (Ippositioii 
to j)ut all the motions to vott*, it will be impossible lor me to carrv on 
the busiiu'ss of the House within tin* allotted tiim* 1 want, thmefore, 
to know d<‘finitt*l\ tunn the (Opposition side whidlier they put anv 

otloT motion to ilivision. 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLAH: No. Sir, we will md take an\ other 
motion to division excepting’' this (Oie only 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER* I he l/«‘ader of tin* ( Oj»[ioMition liaa 
HU^»-^^ested tliat there should lx* one speech b\ (hi* lloiride the (*hi»*f 
Minister and one from (he (Opfiosition sid(‘, but it is not possible to do 
so now until I come to tin* main demand. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I think that would be the best 
arrang-ement. 

The motion of Maulvi Md Abdui IlasluM'd that the demami of 
Rs. for expenditure under the head fieneraf 

Administration — tfeneral Adminstration” be redmed by Its. KMf wa» 
then put and a division taken with the fidlowin^j; result: — 


AVEI -41. 


AMel Atii. MmImi m. 

AMat Natl, Mr. Mfrxa. 

AM«I HakiM Viftraaif«rl, HaaHrl M. 
AMal NaaiM, Mr. A. M. 

AM«I Kartai. Mr. 

AMal Latif ANvat. Maalvl. 

AMal MaiM, Mr. Ijrat (NaafekaN). 

AMal Matalat MaNk, Dr. 

AMaNa-AI MakaMat, Mr. 

Akiar Kakam. Kkaa iakatfar A. r. M. 
Akiar ftakaMM tWiiti, Mr. 

Aktar taaakM MakaaM, Mr. 


AMar RaikaM. Maahri M. 

AMai ffcakaM, MaaNI M. 

AM«ar Rata Okaartkarf, Kkaa Rakatar Maalvl. 
Akal Haaklai, Maalvi. 

Akal Haaala Akaiat, Hr. 

ANak All, Hr. 

Akaat AH MrMka, MaaNL 
Akaat Naaala. Mr, 

AaM Matfala Kkaa, Kkaa Rakatar MaaltL 
rarkM Rata Rkaattkary. Mr. M. 
ruM OaaMf. Kkaa Rakaiar Haalal. 
raMar takaMa. Mr. (Maaaa). 



DEMAND FOB GBANT. 


Mir tahMui. Mr. (MyiMMliigk)* 

MMuMli CllMtfli«n, MmIvL 
MimMmMI* AHmM, KkM tikik. 
Jklaliillt'Aknttf, Kkaa AthMlar MmIvI, 
MtairaMin Akkaatf, Mutvi. 

MtkMUHN All, KkM ■ikatfar. 

Makammai lirall, Maalvl. 

Makaaiaiai tMtfIfaa, Kkaa Bakaiar Dr. %j%i. 
Nasarallak, Nawakiada K. 


[13th Mascb, 

RailBiaMla Kkwaja llr, K.OJ.E. 

•akfka-Alaai. Mr. tyai. 

•aliai, Mr. t. A. 

•aralal lilaai, Mr. 

•kakakatfila, Mr. Kkwaja, e.B.E. 
takrawariy, Mr. H. I. 

Tamliakiia Kkaa, Mr. 

Vaiat All Ckaaikary, Mr. 


NOES— 95. 


Ak4ul Hafli, Mr. Mia. 

Akial NafcMM. Mr. (Kkalaa). 

Akkal Hakim. Maaivi (Myrnaailafk). 

Aktfal HamM Skak, Maulvi. 

Akdul Katfar, Mr. (aliai Lai Maak). 

Akdal Wahak Kkaa. Mr. 

Akdal Wakad, Maaivi. 

AMar Raaf. Kkaa Bakadur Skak (Raagpar). 

Aiidur Raatak, Maulvi. 

Aka Hoitala larkar. Maaivi. 

Akul Fail, Mr. Md. 

Aakaryya Okeadkary, Makarala laaki Kaata. at 
Maktagacka, Mymaatlagk. 

Akmad All Eaayatyari, Kkaa Bakadur Maulaaa. 
Akmad Kkaa. Mr. lyad. 

Allaiaddia Akmad. Kkaa Bakadur Maulvi. 

Amir All Mia. Maaivi Md. 

Aavarul Aiim, Kkaa Bakadur Md. 

Afkar, All, Maulvi. 

Badraddala, Mr. lyad. 

Baaarjaa, tka Naa'kia Mr. Framatka Natk. 

Baaarll, Mr. latya Priya. 

Marat AH. Mr. Md. 

Marma, Baku PramkarL 
Barma, Mr. Puiyailt. 

Marmaa, tka Hoa'kla Mr. Uyaadra Natk. 

Baaa, tka Naa'kl# Mr, Santeik Kumar. 

Bkawmik, Or. flokiada Ckaadra. 

Biawai, Baku Lakikmi Narayaa. 

Blawaa, Mr. Rulk Lai. 

•iawas, Mr. Suraadra Natk. 

Ckakrakarty, Baku Naraadra Narayaa. 

Oklypaadala, Mr. J. W. 

Oai, Ral lakik Aaukul Ckaadra. 

Oai, Rai lakik KIrit Bkaaaa. 

Oaa, Mr. Maamakaa. 

Daa Bayta, Baku Kkagaadra Natk. 

Oaa Bayta, Irijut Naraadra Natk. 

Oatta Maiuaidar, Mr. Nikaraada. 

Baidadul Nnaa. KaiL 

Fallal Nay. tka Haa’kia Mr. A. K. 

Bktaa, Mr. AtuI Krtakaa. 

Biaaaidia Akaiad, Mr. 

Brtffttka, Mr. 0. 

Bayta, Mr. d. N. 

Myaaaddia Akmad Oktwdkary, AlkadJ. 

Haaaa AU Bkawdkary, Mr. lyad. 

Naaaaaiiamaa, Maulvi Md. 

Maakam All Kkaa, tka HaaHa Kkaa Bakadur 
MaalvL 


Haalaa Mankad, Mrt. .M.B.E. 

Hatamally Jamadar. Kkaa lakik Maaivi. 

Idrii Akmad Mia, Maaivi. 
daaak All Majumdar. Maaivi, 

Kaiam All Mina. Sakikiada Kaaraa dak lyad. 
Kuaiar, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

Kuadu, Mr. Niihitha Natk. 

Mepharaan, Mr. G. P. 

Mail, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. 

Majuaidar. Mn. Hamapreva. 

Maadai, Mr. Anirita Lai. 

Mandai, Mr. Banku Baharl. 

Maadai. Mr. Birat Ckaadra. 

Maadai, Mr. dogandra Natk. 

Maadai, Mr. Kihkaa Praaad. 

Manirutiaman lilamakadi, Maluaaa Md. 
Maykul Haiiain, Mr. 

Mokiin Ali, Mr. Md. 

Maokarjaa, Tka Hoa’kla Dr. lyamayraaad. 
Moiamaial Huy. Maulvi Md. 

Muhammad Atial, Khan Bahadur Maaivi lyad. 
Muhammad ikrahim, Maulvi. 

Muhammad lahayua, MaulvL 
Mukharji, Dr. H. C. 

Muibarniff Hoiaain, Nawak.Khaa Bahadur. 
Muatagaival Hayua, Mr. lyad. 

Pramaaifc, Mr. Tariaicharan. 

Rakman, Kkaa Bahadur A. M. L. 

Rajikuddin Taraldar, MaulvL 
Ramiiuddia Ahmad, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Ckaadra. 

Roy, Mr. Dkaaanjoy. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatka Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Saaauiiak, Dr. 

lanyal, Mr. laiaaka lakkar. 

Ian. Mr. AtuI Chaadra. 

laa, Mr. Dhiroadra Nath. 

laa, dogasb Ckaadra. Rai Bahadur. 

Ibabadali. Mr. 

Ihamuddla Abawd. tka Hoa'Ma Mr. 
|bamiuddia>hawd Kboadkar, Mr. 
liagba, Baku Ktketra Natk. 

Sirdar, Baba LHta Maoda. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Waliur Rahmau, HmIvI. 

Yuiat Mina. 


The Aye.s being 41 and the Noes 95 the motion was lost. 



AFTEENOON SESSION. 
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The motion of Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali that the demand of 
Rs. 1,27,42,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — (General 

Administration — (reneral Administration" he reduced by Its. ifK) was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Fazlur Itahmaii that the di'inand of 

Es, J,2T,42,0tK) for expenditure under tlie head “25- (Jeneral 

Administration — (leneral Administration" he reduced hy Its. KHl was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Sihnath Hanerjce (hat the demand of 

Its. 1,27,42.0(M) for expenditure under the head “25- (Jeneral 

Administration — (hnieral Administration" he rrdnred hy Hs. 1(H) was 
then ]mt and lost. 

Tin* motion ot Kai Saliih AnuKul Fhamlra that the demand of 
11s 1.27. 42, (MH) lor expenditun* nndei the head “25 (iciieral 

Adm mist rat ion — (feneral Administration** he ?<‘duccd hy 11s. 100 was 
then put and lost 

The motion (d Dr Nalinaksha Sanya) that the demand td 

Ils ].27.42.(M)0 foi expenditure under the head “25- (ienctal 

A<lministration - ( hmoial Administiat ion" he reduced liy Ils. lOO was 
th(*n put and lost 

The imdion (d Dr Nalinak.sha Sanya) tliat tlie demand of 

ITs. 1.27, 42, (KH) tor expenditure under tlie liead “25 (ieneral 

Administration — (feneral Administration" lie reduced liy Ils, 100 was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. A. M. Ahdnl TIamid that tin* demand of 
Ils. 1.27. 42. (MK) tor exjienditure under tlie liead “25 (lenerul 

Administratictn — (imieral Ailministration" he reduced h\ Its, 72.000 
w'as tlieii put and lost. 

The motion of the flon’hle Mr. A K. Fa/dul 11 mj that a sum of 

1.27.42,IHM) he ^manttMl tor ex fiendit uie under the head “25 - (leneral 
AdminisI rat imi — (reneral Administration'’ xvas (hen [»ut and a/.rreed to. 

The House was then adjfuirnefl ;i( 12-JO p.m. till 5-00 i».in. 


Afternoon session. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, (hihutta, on Friday, 
the Idtli Mareli, 1042, at d-'tO p.m. 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’hle Sir MmsMBti) Azizri. H tQi'E, ( J.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Eoy, I understand that there has been an 
arrangement that this debate might cloae at about 4<30. 
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Mfa KIRAN SANKAR ROY: We have no objection. 

Mfi FAZLUL RAHMAN (Dacca): The debate may be closed at 
5 o’clock, I submit, Sir. 

Mr, SPEAKER: I want to keep half an hour margin. 

Mr, YOUSUF MIRZA: Sir, [ consulted the Leader of the Opposi- 
tion and he has agreed to that. 

Non-official Resolution. 

Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Mr. S])eaker, if I beg to move 
tlie resolution that stands in my name, viz., this Assembly is of 
opinion tliat persons convicted or detained b\ (►rders of the (iovernment 
of Hengal under th(‘ Defence of India Act and Hules fianied theie- 
under be ininiediatel.s an<l uncondit lonallv ndi'a^ed. I do "O not to 
embarrass tin* ])resent Mini.^trs but to strenf.:tli(Mi its liarid in its 
attempt, sincere attempt, at s<‘euring the lelease of the Defence of 
India Itules detenus ami prisoners. Sir, we should never jorgt‘t that 
the present Ministry has inherited an igno}>I(‘ l(‘gacy from the past 
one and it will take some time beloie the d(*luis ot the acts of omission 
and (‘onimission can la* cb'ared a\\a\ In the present one, it will take 
some time before the wrong done by the ex-Home Minister. Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin, to whom unfortunately man existed for (rovemment, 
can be undone, it will take some time before the way can be paved 
for creating an atmosphere in which his unfortunate ^uccessor the 
llon'ble Mr, A. K. Faziul Hu(( may demonstrate as he sincerely and 
earnestly intends to do, that (iovernment exists for man, \\ will take 
some time before the llon’ble the Home Mini'xter with a lieart can 
show his anxiety for the protecti<m of the fundamental rights ot the 
people which was so mercilessly traiujiletl umler foot by the ex-Home 
Minister Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin who has only a cavity full ot fat 
without any heart in it. 

Sir, if there is any question more than any other which is agitating 
the mind of the jieople of the country, it is the subject-matter of the 
present resolution, if there is one thing more than any other which 
demands the immediate attention of the (iovernment and which brooks 
no further delay, it is again the subject-matter of ^ the re.solution 
before us. 

Sir, w’hile moving this resolution I take my stand on the teachings 
of political philosophy, utterances (»f great statesmen, les.sons of Hritish 
Constitutional history, I take my stand on the attitude of the Congress 
since 1897 — the attitude of the Krishak-Proja Party in their election 
manifesto of 193() — the attitude of the Asad Muslim Board in their 
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recent sittings at Delhi, the attitude of the Hindu Mahasabha which 
is presided over by Mr. Savarkar — the man who suffered most from 
deprivation of civil liberty, 1 take my stand on justice, statesmanship 
and even upon that ill-omened word “expediency’’, and finally, I take 
my stand on the exigencies of the present war situation. 

Sir, political philosophy teaches \i> tliat (lovernment exi.sts for man 
and not man for (iovernment and (lovernments are constituted to 
secure the inalienable and inviolable fundamental rights of man. riglits 
whi('li have bt‘en acknow ledgt‘d as Mich all the woild ovi*r, rights which 
have been incor]M)rated in the written con.stitutions of some ('ountry ~ 
but. alas! which have found no jilace in tlu‘ (lOvernnuMit of India 
Act of l!ld’) — and which ha\«* been iec(>gnisi*d as such in others having 
unwritten constitutions, namel\. right to life. li))erl.\. projierty, 
security, pursuit of happimvss and light t(» resist ojipression and when 
an> (loveruinent becomes destructive of the ends for which it was 
estahlislicd, it is the right of the people to alter or aliolisli it and to 
institute a new (jo>ernnient in this stead. Locke -one of the greatest 
of bhigli^h p(ditical ]>hilosopheis sa\s in his classic work on (lovcun* 
ment “The (‘oniniunil\ ]>erpeluall\ retains a supreme jiower of saving 
thenistdves fiom t)i(‘ attempts and designs of an> bod\, even of their 
legi^laloi's. wheneser the_\ shall be so forilish or so wickeil as to lay 
and call’s on de>ignN ag’aiust the lila-rties and jiritperties of the 
fiubiect”. Ahiaham Idmadn, one (d the greatest ot Anuuican Pn‘si- 
dents, wlio belongs to the woild and, tlo'refore, belongs to India, 
said in his inaugural juesidential a<hlress “Tliis country with its 
institutions belong’s to the ]>(‘(fjde who inhabit it. \\ hem'ver they 
shall grow weary of the existing tiovernnient they can ev<*rcise their 
coiiNt it ut ioiial right <d anoMiding it, or their revolutionary right to 
disinenibei or overlhiow ii L denning'' a gieat iMiglish constitu- 
tional writei — in his very recent book “Parliament writes: “Pritish 
constitutional h]sl<.i\ is a st(jry of resistance to oppression, often 
temporarily, unsuccessful but ultimately resulting in its aliolition. 
Magna ( aita. the Petiti<m of rights, the Act of Settlement, tio* Habeas 
Corpus Acts bear witness to the legal devices that have been made to 
destroy oppression and maintain freedom”. 

Let me. Sir, descend from the heights of political philosophy and 
come nearer home. To u.s of the Cnngre.sH the problem of release of 
the political pri.soners detained without trial ha.s been a perennial one. 
Ever since the arrest and depijirtation of Natu brothers of Poona in 
1807 Congress has raised it.s most emphatic voice in no uncertain terms 
against tile wanton application of these lawless laws, as the Defence 
of India Act and other similar laws undoubtedly are, wdienever circum- 
stances demanded it. Sir, I will not take up the time of the House 
by following chronologically the views of the Congress regarding this 
all-important matter. 
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I will come direct to the election manifesto of 193€. There it is 
laid down: “The Congress representatives in the Legislature will work 
for the establishment of civil liberty and for the release of political 
prisoners and detenus”. The Krishak-Proja Party also in their election 
manifesto of the same year demanded the unconditional release of the 
detenus and political prisoners. It is only the other day that the 
Azad Muslim Board passed a similar resolution. The Hindu Maha- 
sabha also has followed the footsteps of the Congress in demanding the 
release of tin* political prisoners. Thus, Sir, I am happy to be able to 
state that the main })arties constituting the Progressive Coalition 
Party have all demanded the release of the j)olitical prisoners. 

Sir, I will be doing injustice to myself and my comrades who are 
the victims of the Defence of India Rules if I do not refer to the 
opinion of one of the sublimest spirits that ever graced the ranks of 
humanity ~T mean the opinion of Rabindra Nath Tagore, whose voice 
has been at this critical juncture of the nation’s liistory hushed in 
silence for ever but who will go down to posteritv as a poet of 
patriotism, prophet oi nationalism, plnlosoj)lier ()f internationalism, 
sentinel of justice and a lover of humanity. He said in 191o with 
regard to tlie l)(*fence of India Act (»f that >ear: “I am crmvinced that 
SOUK* of the noblest of our men have fallen victims to these ruh‘s only 
becaus<‘ th(*y made themselves too conspicuous b\ tlu'ir self-imposed 
mission of beneficence. 1 canm)t but deci\\ such a ])o]icy in tlie !iame 
of humanity and in the hope that such a policy, if against the traditions 
of British justice, I may move those in authority to come to the 
rescue <*ven at the risk of prestige”. 

L(‘t me, Sir, now deal with the Defence of India. Sir. it i.s as a 
result of the jiresent war that the D(*fence of India Act has been 
enacted — it is an emergency measure for securing Defence of British 
India, puhlii* safety, the maintenance* of public order, the efficient 
prosecution of war or for maintaining supplies and services essential 
to the life of the communit\. I do not deny that war is an extra- 
ordinary ev(*nt and gives rise to extraordinary situation whicli ma\ 
require extraordinary measures; but. Sir, in a matter affecting the 
civil liberties of the j>eople— their happiness, their attitude towards the 
(lovernment and the future relations lietween the (iovernment and the 
governed, I cannot bring myself to believe that an executive otlicer, 
however highly placed he may be, should be armed with dangerous 
power shutting up respectable persons somewhere in some remote 
jails. Law which under all circumstances ouglit to be the security of 
the people, the guard which prevents the rulers from becoming tyrants, 
law wliich ought to be based upon justice, the object of which is to 
serve and secure that justice on which the stability of the .society 
depends has been, Sir, under the provisions of Defence of India Act 
and Rules, a negation of that lav which governs all laws, viz., the 
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law of humanity, justice and equity, and has become an instrument of 
oppression of the people, repression of their lawful activities and vsup- 
pression of their civil liberties. Sir, what has been the offence of 
those persons who have been tletained without trial y Certainly they 
have not committed any offence for which the> mijxht luive been tried 
in a Court of law. Is this their offence that they helon^r to that rare 
class of humanity of whom the j>oet has suiij^: T ^ 

Is this their offence that they are tliose ran* si)e( iiuens ol Inimanity 
who can with their heads erect proclaim “(iive me liherlN or ^ive 
me deathly Is this their offence that they wish for iiothin^^ hut to 
breathe in this land of ours, in common with their fellow-countrymen 
the air of liherl\ y Is this their offence that they have no ambit ion 
unless it he the ambition to break the cliain of slavery and contemiilaie 
the glories of freedom y Is this their offence that lhe\ refuse to be 
satisfied so long as the mean<‘st cottager in India bail a link of the 
British chain clanking to his rags — he imiN be nuked but shall not 
be in chains y Is this their offence that th(*y are delei mined not to 
tolerate a jiower which lias blasted tlie count r\ of their hirtli for well 
nigh two centuries -a power N^hich coritnds the destiny of their molh(‘r- 
land from he\ond th(‘ staiM, a p(»\\er which has shatten*d I heir looms, 
banished their manufacture'' and stopped the growth of the people, a 
power which has dc!ih(‘ralely disarmed and cmaseulatcf! the 
people thus making them an eas\ pre\ to foreii^in aggression, a 
power which (‘ven toda\ is placing witli tlu* lives of llie millions of 
our oountr\rnen, a power which lias sacrificed the Imppim'ss oi the 
millions in India to bloat the pockets of a few capitalists at liome, 
a power which (‘ven now rt'tuses to jiart with jmwer on th(* sjiacioiis 
plea tfiat Siam ami Denmark had power hut were (»verrun liy the 
enemies y 

I have no (htiiht, Sii our Ministers feid us stionglx and as intensely 
for the freedom of their count r\ as their unfortunate ftdiow-count ry- 
men who are in detention and the\ are as anxnms as in>self for their 
imnieiliute and unconditional release. Hut it is said the (lovernment 
of India Act stands in their wa\ . Let me, Sir, examine the consti- 
tutional position in the matter. There is no vestige ol foundation for 
the assertion that the Governor is entitled under the Act at his pleasure? 
to intervene at random in the administration of the province. In the 
sphere of special responsibilitieg laid down in section 02 f)f the Act, 
the Governor will at all tiine.s be concerne<I bi carry his Min inters 
with him; while in other respects in the field of Ministerial respon- 
sibilities it is mandatory on a Governor to be guided by the advice of 
his Ministers. If witliin the limited sphere of special responsibilities 
the Governor is unable to accept the advice of his Ministers the respon- 
sibility for the decision will be his and his alone. In that event the 
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Ministers bear no responsibility for the decision and are entitled, if 
they so desire, publicly to state that they take no responsibility for 
ihat decision or even that they have advised the Governor in an 
opposite sense. This being so, the Ministers are within their right 
to advise the Governor to release the persons mentioned in the resolu- 
tion and if the Governor does not act up to the advice so tendered it is 
within their right, it is their duty to state tlieir position publitdy so 
that the ])eople may he in a position to know tlie true state of affairs 
and not misjudge them regarding tlieir attitude to this liurning ques- 
tion of the day. Sir, in thi.s connertion I would like to make a fervent 
appeal to His ExcoHoiicn the GoviTiior to ii'<e e({ual to the occasion, to 
rise to the stature of true British stateman.ship and to act in the spirit 
of the Itoyal Proclamation of Ptlff wliciidn it was lai<] down: “A 

new era is opening 1 desire my Vif*ero\ to extend royal 

clemency to jiersons who tor offences again''t the State or under any 
special or emergency legislation are suffering imprisonment or restric- 
tion on their liberty. ’’ 

1 would, Sir, also like to recall to ilis Kxcelh*nc\ s mind that 
scene in the British Cabinet so artistically desi‘iih(‘d b\ Mr, Gardiner, 
the well-known journalist, when Campbell Bannerman who is known 
to India and Indians for his clas.^ic phra^'C “Good government is no 
substitute tor stdl-government “ carried his bold ])olicv of granting 
constitutional gov(‘rnment to the conquered stales ot South Africa. 
There had been nianv (dqeiM ions, hesitations, difficulties jiostulated. 
The tdd man rose and in a sjM*eeh of onl\ ten minutes' duration swejit 
all before him b\ a fervour and iiobilitv th.ii made all objections niean 
and vain. It was tin* soul of treedoni that spoke then lict. Sit, the 
soul of treedom sjieak through Ilis Gxcellcnc.v now, let him sing the 
song of libeitv now. 

Sir, the members of the civil service have aKo a dut\ to perform 
in the matter of civil liberty. Tlie members ol the civil service liere 
as also in Knglnnd where at long long past as if by way of expiating 
the sins of the past they have formed themselves into a branch of the 
national civil liberties union are notorious for their aloofness from 
the life of the ordinary people whereas if is highly desirable, in the 
words of Professor Keith, that “the defence of liberty sluuild be taken 
up with energy and conviction by those in the civil services w’ho are 
believers in the essential value of civil liberty” and in the words of 
Profes.sor Barker, an attitude of civil servants which is not only one 
of respect for the civil liberty of the public but also one of zeal on 
behalf of tho.se liberties is an attitude we may all desire to seek and 
encourage — will it be in vain in this unfortunte land of our birth? 

Sir, we have been told that a committee will be set up by the 
Government to examine the cases of security prisoners. We have 
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come to learn this morning from the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
that this committee which ought to have been on the suggestion of 
the Government of India set up long ago was turned down the 
ex-Home Minister, Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, whose advocacy this morn- 
ing for civil liberties of the people was even a sight for (he gods to 
see. Sir, the value of such a Committee will de]>end upon its terms 
of reference, its personnel and on the opportunity afforded to the 
prisoners to place their case befoiK* them and to cross-examine tlieir 
accuser. The committee, Sir, will be able to do very little justice on 
the dead records supplied to it b\ the Special and I ntidligence liranclu's 
unless opportunities are offered to the accuseil to test the truth of 
these dead records. Let m^e, Sir, in this connection cite the historical 
case of Mr. Parnell, an outstanding figure in the history of the Irisli 
freedom movement. Sir, Parnell was accused of taking part in the 
Irish revolutionary movement and a commission was appointed to 
enquire into the truth or falsity of those charges. Sir Charles Hussel, 
afterwards Lord Chief Justice of England, conducted the case on behalf 
of Parnell. Everybody thought that Parnell was implicated in the 
Irish revolutionary movement. The principal witness was Mr. Piggot. 
The cross-examination by Sir Charles ltus(«el was so crushing that the 
truth came to light — Parnell w’us declared innocent by the whole 
world. Piggot had to fly away to Spain to avoid prosecution for 
perjury and at last committed suicide. Sir, what was true in the case 
of Parnell is certainly true of my leader, Srijut Sarat ('handra Pose, 
wdio as the creator of the present Ministry will go down to posterity 
as the^creator of a new Hengal ami wliosc achievement in this reganl 
will constitute a glorious and uritorgettable matter in the history of 
the constitutional fight for freedom of tlie country but a victim none- 
theless of the Defence of India Itule.'i, and of the sec’urity prisoners, the 
subject-matter of live debate 

Sir, we are on the threshold of a new era. Independence is in our 
grip, if only we stand united. Sir Stafford ('ripps is being sent to 
India to examine, I was going to say, insult iis by cmning to examine 
whether we deserve it or m>t I do not anticipate wliether he will 
tighten or loosen our grip. Put let it not be said ]»y tin* future his- 
torian that we failed to release the valient tightens for freedom when 
the call for freedom demanded their release, -let it not be said by the 
future historian that when the land they live in was threatened by 
danger of foreign aggression, the men who count, the men who are 
the most fitted to defend the country were allowed to rot in jails and 
detention camps because they had no control over the destiny of the 
land they live in. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my resolution to the acceptance 

of the House. 
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Mft K. SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, this afternoon is meant for non- 
official business and it was arranged to hold the meeting this afternoon 
at th j special request of the Opposition and only 1 } hours’ time has been 
given to this non-official business. It appears that in the non-official 
business of today the Opposition would not get any chance at all 
which, 1 submit, would be a great injustice to us in the Opposition. I 
hope you will (dose the debate on the present resolution as early as 
possible so that our resolution may be then taken up. 

Mr. SPEAKER; I wdll consider the matter after the speech of 
Mr. Wordsworth. 


Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH; Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am charged to 
put before the House the view’ of this group and 1 am instructed to 
put it briefly, courteously and clearly, so clearly thaf no (hnibt can 
remain in any mind of what we feel, for this is a matter of vital 
importance and also it is a (bdicate matter in whi( di few men speak 
with any eagerness. And it is nece.ssary that when we sjieak we 
should put things as clearly as we can. What I liave to say is that 
to this group Mr. Banerjee’s resolution is untimely and dangerous, 
dangerous especially because it is untimely, — 1 s])eak of his resolu- 
tion as it is, not as it may be modified by any changes or additions or 
subtractions that may be .suggested during the course of the debate: 
1 take the resolution as it is and without reference to anything that 
I may have heard about it. AV^hat the resolution contemplates as put 
before us is the immediate and unconditional release of certain prisoners 
that are ordinarily called security prisoners. Happily conditions and 
developments have put an end, we hope, to one distressing feature of 
our recent life. It has been found possible to release all Satyagraha 
priaoners and all others in detention under certain other categories. 1 
think all auch prisoners have been released except those who have 
been engaged or who have been found to be engaged in activities 
that would be subversive of an established Government or in activities 
likely to assist our, that is, the common enemy. In the circumstances 
in w’hich we are, these two separate activities are two aspect.s of the 
same purpose. No one, I am sure, wishes to see kept in custody any 
man, young or old, whose offence or indiscretion is of a kind that may 
safely l>e overlooked in this crisis in our national life. Our one ques- 
tion should be what is necessary at present for the common welfare, 
that is, common security. So far as w^e know, these special prisoners 
are men whose detention has been found necessary because of activities 
that menace the common safety 


Rti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Not proved activities. 
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Mr. W. Ca WORDSWORTHS The Government of India with the 
enemy at the door cannot afford to have their attention to be taken 
up and their knowledge by men whose purposes or the consequences of 
whose actions will be the weakening of (loverninent and the impairment 
of its will and efficiency. It is hard enough that a (lovernrnent should 
at a time like this be afflicted by interests which for reasons of their 
own are lukewarm in their support tor the country's effitrts for defence. 
If a Government deliberately committed the common danger by releas- 
ing men who are known to be sympathetic and active against their 
country’s defence efforts, it would, in our opinion, be guilty ot levity. 
I say this subject to one re.servation and (juulification : are all these 
prisoners of a dangerous typei^ Gf that few of us have knowledge. 
One member has just reminded me that we an* dealing with hearsay, 
not knowdedge. To me, a journalist, occasionally couh's a little 
information that would escape if I w’orked in a difTerent capacity. 
But I put it negatively. I know nothing to sugge.st tliat serious mis- 
takes have b^en made in estimating the conduct tliat w'e are now 
comsidoring and I know a little to sugg<*st that Government has Ikmmi 
at times right. I do not pretend to know much. The little knowledge 
I have I had from a very f<'w of these men which does not malt(*r miicl), 
and what I iiave saol I ha\e said with gr(*al (‘aution. In somi* pro- 
vinces a Tribunal has b(‘en set up to examine the cases id' similar 
prisoners and I have been told today that that procedure is cont<*m- 
platcd in Bengal. What we would say is this. Wliatever care is 
possible to see whether any of our Bengal security prisoners are men 
who in til is crisis will not use tlieir liberty injuriously to the 
country’s safet\ should be taken. No om* wants to s(‘e a man held in 
detention who may safely be let out. When it is safe it is jioliticnl 
wisdom in this sphere to let bygones be Ingones. On the other hand 
not many want to see a man released who may bi* a danger at this 
critical time. If any more investigation is possible Government, we 
suppose, will make it. I do not know' what Government intends. 1 
speak without any knowledge of that and so far as 1 know my group 
has had no conversation with (iovernment on this point. This group 
sets itself firmly against the proposal that by a vote in this House 
Government should be forced to release all the f*ecurity prisoners 
without conditions. Government’s first duty is for the general security 
that must not be sacrificed to any political consideration. Govern- 
ment must act responsibly and its hands ought not to be forced. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERilEE: Mr. SfKMiker, Sir, the 
enera}', as everyone know.s, is at the very gate of Bengal, The prohlem 
of problems before us now is that of defence. Under “defence” there 
are two categories — military defence and civil defence. Over roilitar> 
defence we being a slave rac>e have absolutely no contml. So I must 
refrain from making any remark under that head, but over civil defence 
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we h-ave twine oontpol and under that head Government (x>ntemplate 
spending about 4 crores of rupees this year. Of course, for us who 
spend *annually 14 crores, 4 crores is a big sum, but for defence pur- 
poses this sum is nothing, and it is like S drop of water in the huge 
sea. If you look how this money has been estimated to be spent, you 
will find that the major portion of it would be spent for civil defence 
purjwses in (Calcutta and in the industrial areas around Calcutta. 
Practically nothing lias been set apart for villages and'those who are 
aciiuainted with war affairs know very well that when a foreign army — 
an invading army — inarches across the country, vilLiges do not suffer 
less than the towns and situated as we are we may fairly expect that 
the enemy will come — if it fsinies at all — from Burma across Assam or 
Chittagong to Bengal. If that happens, all the villages of Bengal will 
suffer terribly and there is no money to be spent for the defem^e of the 
villages. The villagers will l)e outraged, they will be panicky and all 
sorts of repression will be practised on these villagers^ but there is 
none to look after them. There are, of (xiiirse, the police', but w’e know 
that the {Kdice force is ciuite inadequate for the purpose. Then, Sir, 
who is there in the country to look aft^er them and to stand by their 
side? It is only those people who have been either convicted and 
kept in jail or made .security prisoners and detained in detention camps 
or interned in various jilaces. These are the only men who have all 
along fought for the country and felt tor their country and these are 
the only men whom the people of the (ountry love and these are the 
people who w'ill stand by their side. If these people are now kept inside 
jails or detained inside detention camps, 1 (\in tell you that however 
much you may think of the defence of this country, there will be no 
practical defence. 

Sir, in this connection I may mention the lase of Burma. We have 
heard fiMun rcjiorts of exj>ert military men that there w’as practically no 
defence of Burma and that was due to wide fifth-cxdumn activity and it 
has also been said that the Burmans did not feel at all for defence. 
Ilow win they feel? During the wuir period Government kept two of 
their Premiers ilet^iined, a Home Minister was kept in detention and 
the Mayor of Bangmm wuis kept in detention. Can anylxidy think that 
the defence of that country could be carried on under those circum- 
stances F Could there beany enthusiasm in the defence of that country 
after two Premiers, one after another, were kept in detention)^ 
CerUiinly not. And similar will be the result of Bengal, I tell you. 
However much you may s|>etik of defence, there will be practically no 
defence until and unleSvS these men, w’ho have been fighting for the 
independence of their country from 1905 and 1900 and who have gone 
to jail not for committing any other criminal offence save and except 
that of struggling for the independence of their country, are released. 
If these people are not set at liberty, if these people whom the country 
love and in whom people have absolute faith are not set at liberty, 
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however much you iiMiy speak of the defence of the country, I can 
assure the House that there would be no defence, and the ^te of 
Bengal, I am sorry to siiy,^iuay be like that of Burma. So, if we 
really love our oountry, if we really think that Bengal should defend 
itself, and if w'e really^ think that Bengal villages should be l<H)ked 
after, the only course we can take recourse to is to set them at liberty. 

Mr. Words'^)rtli has suggeste<l tluH only those people should he set 
at liberty from whom there was m* risk to the seiurity of this country. 
I may tell him and 1 am sure he also feels that trom these people tliere 
can be no risk to the security of this country. It is for the se<’urity of 
their country, it is for the inde|jendence of their country that they have 
all along been suffering. When their country will be overrun by the 
foreigners, it is these p(H>ple who will protect their mothers, sisters 
and children. Mr. WonKworth may rest a.ssured that if the.se peojde 
remain outside, there wouhl be no danger to the security of their own 
mothers, brothers and sisters. If we are really anxious for the security 
of our iiKdherland, the .s<K>ner we relwi.se them, the better. 

Sir, with these ])re]iminary remarks. J would 4ilso like to say a few 
w'ords alM)Ut the men wlio have been detained or interned so that we 
may remove our doubts or apprehension, if (here are any in our mind, 
tliat if we release them at all, some diinger will accrue to our (ountry. 
Sir, those who ha\(* l)een convicted ma\ be clussifiiMl under different 
categories. Some of 4be.se people are satyagrabis. 1 am sorry to wiy 
that the Hon 'hie Chief Minister a few’ days ago in a statement before 
this House said that there are no .s.'it yagrahis in jail. I am sorry to 
S6»y that fliat statement is not eorrect. There are at least 3 wilyagrahis, 
if not more, in jail now. Their names are Niren Hutt, Cjiendra Nath 
Sarker and I’riyaruith Das. Niren Dutt is in Itajsliahi (Vntral .Fail ami 
Upendra Nath Sitrker and Priyanath Das are in Faridpur Jail. 
Upendra offered .siityagraha in the di.strict of Faridpur and in the exmrse 
of his offering satyagraha, he was served with externment order. Of 
cxiurse he violated it and was .sent to jail and though tcchnic^ally he ia 
not a satyagrahi, to all intents and purposes, he is a Hatyagmhi. 
Priyanath Das is an outright siityagixihi and there can lie no danger 
from him. Mriya Ligain al.so sent a notice of offering satyagraha and 
after he sent his notice for .siityagraha, an externment order was served 
on him and of course he di.soheyed it and went to jail. There are 
others who are reiilly satyagrahis ami who are really follow’ers of 
Mahatma Gandhi. There are others like him who, are wholly innocent 
and from whom there is no chance of any danger. Such men should 
at once l>e relea.sed. 

Then there are men who have been prosecuted in cxmnection with 
the Independence Day celebration for taking part in the celeliration on 
the 26th of January. A.sokananda Bose and Dhirendra Nath Chalterji 
of Bankiim were prosecuted. They are Congress workers and have 
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been kept in the Bankura Jail. From Congressmen there is no risk 
of any* danger and, therefore, such men can be released at once. 

In Birbhum too there are also satyagrahis who have been prosecuted 
in (X)nnectiou with the celebration of Independence Day. One Radha- 
nath Mandal of Ahmedpur has been arrested and released on bail of 
Rs. 200. I understand that warrant has already been issued against 
two other Congress w'orkers of Birbhum. 

Then Ihere are some other satyagrahis who at the end of their 
irnpriHonment for offering satyagraha liave again been arrested. One 
Surendra Mohan (lljose, the President of the Bengal Provincial Congress 
Party, has been arrested. There is no danger if such men are released. 

I submit that sueli men should he released at once. 

Then alM)ut the security pri.soners I want to say that they are either 
either (-origress workers, socialists or communists, have given out and 
convicted people also ihere are socialists and communists. All of us, 
either (h>ngress workers, socialists or communists, liave given out and 
out snp])ort to th(‘ wuir efforts of the (iovernment, and as a matter of 
fact they are holding meetings all over the country. They are passing 
resolutions in meetings also tlmt “w'e should support the war effort of 
the (Government in every jxissihle way”. I, therefore, think, that 
there is no reasiin why the communist.s .should not be relea.sed at once. 
As for the Congress workers, I have already aaid, there is no chance 
of any danger fixun them. As for the so('ialists I ^'ant to say that they 
love their wmntry, but they do not support any terroristic activities. 
So there is no risk of danger from those people either. I, therefore, 
submit that all the security pri.soners, numbering alniut four to five 
hundred in Bengal, can be releiased without any fear of danger. 

Then I want to speak a few words about the internees, as I my.self 
was an intiumee up till yt»sterday. Of course it will sound strange, but 
it i.s true, that of all persons who suffer most internees come first. I 
will give a brief history, Pirst of all three or four people, after the 
Defence of India Ordinance came into force, were externed from 
Bengal. Then there came a strike of the Cah utta Electric Supply 
CoriMiration. On behalf of the Com|Miny the Agent told the strikers 
that if they went back to their job, their grievances would be redressed. 
But strange to hoiir as Mxm as they went Iwck to ^heir work aft^r three 
or four days, the strikers numbering al>out 49 or 50 — workers of the 
Calicut ta Electric Supply (kirporation — were .served with externment 
orders. Some of these worker.s had 30, 35 even 40 years service on 
their record, but by this order they have been deprived of their service. 
I moved several resolutions in this Flou.se asking whether any allowance 
will be given to these externetl persons. These men have been externed, 
kept awiiy from their place of occupation and no allowance was given 
to them. We are given to understand that if they are interned in 
their homes, they have got betiutiful houses to live in, they have got 
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their food ready. So there is no necessity for giving them any 
allowance. Sir, I know tliat many of the middle-ckss people who are 
political leaders do not go to their homes. I know many persons who 
have not gone to their liomes for the la.st 13, 14, or 15 years. As a 
matter of fact, I went home after a very long time. Everybody will 
be in difficulty if he is not granted any allowance. I got an allowance 
of Rs. 150. Therefore, I had no difficulty. Rut I know of many 
peojde against whom internment orders have been passed but no 
allowaiH'e has htnui granted to them. They are simply starving T can 
tell u)u. There are man\ such people. 1, therefore, want to draw the 
notice of the present Ministry to such lases and suggest that they should 
go into those cases at om-e. I want t<» recpiest them, fervently request 
them, to go into the case of workers of the Electric Supply (a)r]>oration. 
Tliey were not political agitators. They had no (‘onnet'tion with any 
]K)litical movement. They went on strike foi- dearness allowance and n.s 
a re.sult they were externed for 4 or 5 \ears A most inhuman treat- 
ment has been meted out to them. 1 fervently reqm^st the ])resent 
Ministry to go into thos cases. 

I would also like to mention here another case of internment. One 
Pitambar Das of Midna|)ore, a d(‘voted //^////-worker of Rengal, had 
been offering satyagraha for month after month giving notice to 
(Government, hut he >^as no|^ arrested at that time. As soon as he 
discontinued offering sat\agTaha, he was served with an internment 
order. IIi* is a worker. He has no I’onnection with violence. 

Those who know him know how non-violent and devoted a follower of 
Gandhiji he is. Even to such peojile internment order has been given. 
As I know, these interned jieople and security [iri.soners and others are 
practically all innocent men and if (Government go into these cases, I 
am sure, the.se people wdll be released without any fear of danger. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I want to know the nature of the proceedings. 
I understand that it is the de.sire of the House that we should close the 
debate a little oarlier for reasons perfectly known to you. If 1 can get 
a little lime, I wish to spe»ak a few' words to-flay, bcfuiuse it is very 
difficult for me to come as often a.s T would like. I understand there 
is another non-official resolution and I do realise that non-official days 
have been so few tbili we ought to utilise the full time at our disptjsol. 
I may, therefore, request Oovernment to allow another afternoon for 
the discussion of non-official business, so that it might he possible for 
us to close the debate at 4-30 or 4-35. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Why not b? 


Mr* 8PEAKER: I don't mind it. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: There are two more speakers on 

our side. 

« 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am at your disposal. If you continue till 5-30 
or () o’clock, I don’t mind it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We can dispose of this resolution 
and then stop. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: May T make my position 
clear? After the discussion on this resolution is over, very little time 
will he left for takinf^ up other re.sohitions. Therefore, it is absolutely 
iiecessary that at least one more day, I mean afternoon, should be 
^fiven for the discussion of non-official resolution. If necessary, Sir, 
we will R-ive two afternoons. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In that view wc may stop at 4-f30 
keepin^r the votin^^- on thi.s motion held over and the delxate may 
continue the next day. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: What I was sup’jrestin^? alout this is 
tliat we wanted a definite undertaking^ ^^f^im the (lovernment that 
another non-official day would he ^iven. 

Mr. 8PEAKER* In view of the fact that there will be no voting 
tx)-day, I think it will he p(Lssihle to clo.se the debiite a little earlier 

after one or two members have taken part in it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In that case would you kindly 
allow a member from this side of the House to speak? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: In a matter like thi.s I do not want to stand in 

the way of anybody. I shall (xintinue « little more if necessary — say, 
up to 4-30 or even more — but in view of the agrjwnent I think it will 
be possible to adjourn earlier. 

Khan Bahadiir MOHAMMED Atl: We want to make the position 
clear. On the last occasion we were given to understand that this day 
would be in addition to another non-official day which might be at the 
end of the session. Are we to understand that the extra day that has 
Wen promi.sed just now by the Government will be in addition to the 
day already promised l)efore? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Chief Minister has already made 
that clear. 

Mr. B. MUKHERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, ?rfV.Trf^ ’STlTT 

^ c^t^. tfm rtssi? 

th ^ ^ !nr I ^rc5f <?t 

:rc^ VC‘<. ^ C>T^ 

I vu^ ^‘frni cvw 

^ r^r. cw-^ r?) c^r 

C^ C^r=P ^ 5^TT open courts S^tfrs ^1 

'am, ^ c^ tRt‘t w f«TO =Tt<fr cve^ 

^ ^ I 4^* ^ ^n:*? •amt^ <yMr5 <tt’5?ii 

(Tj 4^ fVc?p, >ii Rto '3;r^i ^ — '5rcvi''5T cw i;\^] 

"aft^'^ 'ar^T^ ^ 'a^sr *3(1^ 

?fr^ ^ I ^ C'tc^ ^ ^rt' 5 Trt<»rm -<r<Ti jw5 
1 ^ ^ o^t!^ ^'3^1 ’Ttr^. c^*c=p 

C^ ^ c^ 0^ order fwT?r — '5^1 (TT*! ’ 

'TtH ^1 'af^T Tfr^ bC'^ I 'At'^ 'ai^-^CTT? 

’T*’?t?:^ c^ c>f^ c^i^ oi fV m 

F^r3 ^r?, 0^ ftrvt^ tnr^TfV.! c^l douide *3|'!fT51. — 

^^l<f !prr"T ^ ^*n '^fort'^^*!, cn f^^ror 

— ■*rTm 5f3ri rg. 

'•S ’?n5^ f%<fm — ^5Tiy^ WTO — vil^ doiilile 'WTOrv ^ 

T5R ▼itrs ^ f^ ri-< i 

c^ ^*¥TO 4 ^ •aRTI ^ '<r?f<^^ ^TOO ^Tfntfssf ’<3 

tJ^TOT ^arW^ TOnn? i 4? •atm ^ rfl err 

<f^W ^f%5TC^ C'TStn tfOrt^R unconditionally | 

Defence of India Rulei] — UtOT ^ I 

^ ym ym c*^ Ttht 

'art^ 4? ^*rSt^*fc^ ^TtT] Rc^n?! 'tc*^ ■‘ftc«t c^ friTit^ 

■ m 

4$ tft^-refonn ^iTcT Andaman prisoners ’p^flS ’fJTS Wl? 

*fr?t %iH — 'af^: Tjrp^ rvCT ’art^ sf^ i>tTR (PT 

Defence of India Rul64 ?t71 ’a#^ PT?r. ?rr?r4tf3^ 

^arf^RTc? wn wt^ t o^rfs f5^ ''tfirfVfe 

TOi ^ arr^fvot^ w ^ ^rTc=t c^ 4^ ^ 9tw- 

anti.faecist ; C^ RciH 



NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTION. [LSth March, 


(TT (TT prisoners — ^IC^H 

(armovry) raid case — ’3Pn ^rPr¥5 Bengal 

Government^ (TT 

f'((.<‘t'C*i *'51 <1 ^ ‘olC*f^ <71 

^Ts ^ firiTl *3Pn appeal anti-fascist 

^Vs people 8 war I 

ym ^^<71 ^ (7PPT (Wi? 

^hrtftsr«T?p 57?5 ^ ^1— f^c*i ^gtipni 
gfirfVfe ’WS *oW? I TO ^ ^fC"H (TIN, ^ 

TO! 58gtn ^^ms, ^STOT ^ ^^5* ^<7J (7f’9^1 5-?!, *3N1 ^ 

^glTO CTO *4^ TO4; ni TOt^, <7T^ 

5^gtTO tl^ ^<11 '3 TOt^ gpT, ^StTO 

(Tr^fPPfhr irtsr^tfe^ ^PT-7^3?l ?rc^ gtr? 4^* 3 [^^t 

^171 ‘3 f^iPT giCil 4^: 4^ TOf *str^^ ftp, 4 fV? 

• s #. 

f^fC’^i ^1 cgc'3 gtr^ I 4^ ^?TPr TO 5Ff^ a even armoury 

- raid caso^ C^ 7r< ?r^, ^^1 ^f^TTO 1 

(71 ^fWPT ^^1 gCUtTO I f^ ^ CTO ^f»^i:^T? 

fro. ^ ^Vfl, <71 TO anti-fascist TO fTOflTnr 

gfir^^ToTlTf CTO*!! TOC^, "311^3 ItoTR Defence of India Rule 

rCW? I CTO student — TOTO 4^TO (71^ ftTO TO Cn ^ttiv^lPl 
^ Fiderationil TOll anti-fascist resolution TO^H TOf^lTH — 

'8rTOr?r3 ^ 4^ ^ ^ftTOR^nTl CTO^ll W<^ *TO STO 

5"^ ^Tf^tlTT^ order, <71 order ^b^ December (TTS^ TOfe^ 4^' 

served TOfe^ — TOTO January 4^* ^StT^ <7r3111 — 

obstructing successful prosecution of war-efforts, TOl 'Sfl^ 
war-efforts support ^il tfl^'t^C*! 'stTOTOC^ 4^TC^ Cb^ TOT^, 

tg l TO 4^ TOT 51^ 5"^ *TOl war -efforts 4 ^«n fTO^, obstruct 
^5fTO TOl TO 'nc^ (71 ^W(TO CTO^ 

c^t<f rn *sffTO 3 fcrsi fero f%OT to i ^ tits 

CTO (7P*n — ^ ^5fTO PtCSITO CTO ^ TOigTO TOC*! 4^ 

4^ TOTO ^ TO 4^“ CTO 3 ^THh^n? ^ CTO (TPft 

TO TO I TOi frotftin 3 gfrot*! ^to tot ife fro 

4t f^( 7r c^ , 'TOf gtr3 ^5fOTf TOTS TO) I (Tl^TOT C*fTO — war- 

efforts^ TO 4? CTO?1 ^ TOr^ I 4^ 

TO^fc'ni cTO^ ’itroi' TOti^ — ^ 7 Prfl% 4?: TO 4 TO (TT^^ vn( 
yffft — ^HTS* TOSf (TTTO (TO I TO TO ^Tft 4^ CTO 4T TO 
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^P\ I ^ c's^C^ ^ Dofonco of India Rul© 

^6r*S ^ T?r I ^ V^TltpT 

^ c^\r.^ I c^r.^ ^ fV f%f^ c? c^ 

C^iKf^ ^ Defence of India Rule trnit'4 ^ 

?rtf^i rnrrs^ 

^tf^. 'ii^ ^ c^tr^ ^ 

TO vi]^ (TT Anie«C^ 

T3?rH ^PHTQ iftC^ CSfC^ ^TtiJ7 «PJt^ 'S’^T ■'1(1 1' «T' ^1 ^TT^f^, vilc^ 

^ Defence of India Ruloi] W \ =?r5fllT ?[tC*fft^ ^tnpt 

?F|irBl<1 C^fPir®«^ Rrf^, ^ oflicial j>oaition ^ 

order ?fr?n'4 ^ ^ C^TC*'!^ I 

"sTTO: Ttr^fS (?r ctc^ Defence of India 

Rule 5tf%r5 — &rt? ^fFT^ war-efforts TOT^ hamixired ^ 

r? 1 Defence of India Rule'4^ TTW C'T ^ '^1 ^ 

war-efforts hamjxsred rr^f ^srWl (TT TO? 

'5i^trr?t'4 CTO '^rtt«t s ^f^ttro^ '^t»TOC*=n^ tof, "^tTro TO«t'OT 

4? Defence of India Rule? 7TTO I 4^ ^^TTOt? ^'STOT '^?T5CW 
'i^t?tCTO C?TO tr^K 4^^ 4?1;3 C?^ 4?* C I. D. rej>ort? 

C^ TOTt?l C*=^ ?l ?1 ?tf^ ^l I 4^ ^TT? C^t? Tlfe TOCf — ’^TOtCTO 
— C? '3tTO 4^"^ ^ C?C^ C^3?l Cf:^ i ?TO ^rflTO 

?%?!? ?^f? c?TO =^Tf%» TO?i tpj? tpff'-t ^3?i ^ cn 

<7T pro-fascist 4?’ fascism? ?! -3^ (?T*f "f3F? ^t4’?‘f ?ffTO 

4? ( y*rTO ?^? ?i 4^“ c'T*!? ?:f%:?T? ?^?t^ ■ff^ro ^ ?^?, ?f? ^i? 
tppg tpt*t ^3in TOT, 3TrreT '!rT?iTO ^'R'V c^ WItr? C?3Tn 

C?r3 I fVs ’TO report C? TO3 <71^ rej»ort? 5<t? 

’ytTO ?r? C?^ tpU? ?t9^fTO TOTff C?TO TO? ?T?T1 
^troi I 4?^ f^fro ?5ic5T "dtfCTO i !rr33 ?^^t3r cto — fef? 

?t: ^^ TC?rt? 4^F5R f?^fTr5 Wt l fljf? relief work ^f^TO I (THT^ 
?f?* tf C^? ?CV TOT ?f^TO ^ ’«r34? (TT^ relief T^U 

5^ Defence of India Rule tfr?t">f ^ I 4^ ?ITt? Defence of India 
Rule4? ?fr?t'4 ?r=TiTO:? — c^?T?s ttrotro 

«r?r, C5Ft«tHr3 ?1 ?^''lirolC? C?TO "Sl??! ?1 ^®r!5rf??T? TOI — 4^ Defence 
of India Rule4? tlTOtC-sf? ’2I^?T?r1? 4?f^»TO7r ?tU3 4^ 4?^ 

5^^ ?pr?C? rC5^ I ?TO?TO ?f%, W Wf TO[ ??TO3 ^f? 

4?r?1 C? 4C?? TOC^ 4^ *’^fTO '3 T#?T f%*5TC? %! I 
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irf^ m ^ ’ITO ^ Bengal Govemmentir 4 

^Ttfin (r^ I Jftb 4^ 4^. ^'Q^i 

G — C^r T7, ^ ^5tOT policy ^f^r<ilC^ ^TtsTtC^ I 

(7lf^ Councils 4^ ^13 ^ C-5tl| I '5to®f"- 

GTC®!^ ^5^ ^T^fi }(.lifc'?[, 4^ (TT C=Tf^^ (TT 

Home Member ?l Minister^ consult ^?r ^1 I 4^ 

4W5T ^ ^ law and order 

?t?t TC^r ^ (7) consulted ^(I, 4^“ 

^ ^ 4&t^‘ m COT ^vfi I 

4^ Government of India Acti] (i]^K ^ 

f^, ^ ^ 4C^ ’ttf^ I ^ 'aim -fiscal 

autonomy — 'JTtJTtOT ^1U5 (7 ^ , 4^^^ ^ C^1Cirf|, 

(TT^ law and order — ffW yf*22PflOT cn tPf^ 'sr-rtOT 

S-C^l (?l!^ tl '^f^tCV'^ 4C7T 

^iv^i ^ ^•jpiT<iTc®pj fV ^1. ^ 

4'?Rt4 (?r^ nt^R^a ^ ^frr*< i 4 ^ir 

'SW ^5t^ ^ ^ C? tpTTt^ ^ 

^5fm^ <t*fr5f5R TOT I wrf^ Popular Ministry^ COT 

<7pO ?JT7rrsR — Bureaucracy (R ^ (71 ®f5rf% ^ 

policy ^5tTO ^<fi c*r<siin, ^ ^ 4^: ^ 

^C5 TO 'arTTO 4^ ft’tOT fOT I 

‘’"to®! prc®T^ c'iu^ (TT tf^t^ '®rRi scinrs^, 'arHi c^ ^5T?i 

^T^Py*F?rC®f I '^N"(.4 ^*rf^ ^t<i 4^^ c^C^ C*R, 

^jTror ^ (m*t f%| 'mi fir ^ i '>P5 TOs ^ffirPr vcm i <T<afi^ 

^5TOT m — ^ 4^ statement fTO5 ®1Tm 4^: 

policy declare I 4^* GOT ^STOT 

OT TO, 'arfiro ^5tm m 'sr^ toti ^ffiGs i 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Mr. Spe^iker, Sir, the hazard 
of the Imllot huv^ thrown up this re.solution at a very opportune moment. 
Those who have read the first leading article in the Sf/ifesm/in news- 
paper to-day (Ur. Xai.inaksha Sany.vl : And Friend of India!) must 
have felt that its editor, who .sometimes stray.s into sense, has again 
]a])sed into his old frame of mind. At tin's hour of j>eril, at this hour 
when Mr. Word.sw(»rth, wlio is also editorially connected with the 
Stati'snmn, has said that the enemy is at the door, an article of the 
kind that was written is, I think, a criminal offence and an incitement 
to violence. (Dr. Namnaksiia S.\nyai. : Apply the Defence of India 
Rules upon him,) I cannot help recalling a story that Michael Collins 
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recorded in his famous book: A certain high military officer had given 
orders to ehoot at sight ; and a certain member of the Sein Finn party 
met him, saluted him and pointed his revolver at the officer anW said, 
ou, Sir, have ordered, ‘Shoot at sight’. I shoot at sight, ’* Sir, 
this is the kind of terrorism that has been jjreached by the Statvsinnn 
newspaper. 


Sir, I recall that on another occa.sion before tlie (^hittagong riots in 
1931 the Si/ifesman newspaper systematically day after day i)ublished 
articles provoking people to commit violence, and violence did come in 
the end. Sir, the most responsible leaders (»f j)ublic oj)inion of the 
time openly said, here across this road, in the Town Hall, even at the 
risk of i)ro.seoution that one of the factors which contributed to the 
Chittagong atrocities were the provocative articles that had been written 
in the Statesman. I .sound a note of warning to newsjmpers, Sir, that 
if their promoters, proprietors and editors want really to helj) the defence 
of our unfortunate land, they should ally themselves with Indian 
opinion and Indian feeling and ally themselves even with the peo])le with 
whom for political reasons they have pretended to disagree — and there 
we (a)me to the })olitical pri.soners. The continued detention of the 
security prisoners will not save the Hritish Em])ire~-but released 
security pri.soners might help us to save India. 

Mfi SPEAKERS I think this resolution should be carried over to 
the next day, and I have received an assurance from Government that 
after we close this res<dution Government will see that the sccniid 
resolution comes on that day. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALI Si?, before that second resolution, 
I submit, the resolution la-garding the Assemhlv I)4-p<irtment slnuild 
come first. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN! Sir, wdiat 1 apprehend is that our reso- 
lution might not come at all. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: All I H«iy IS tliat I luave receiv’cd an dflsunince 
from the Government that the second resolution as tabled by the 
Opposition will be taken up on the next <la>, and as such Government 
w’ill see that that resolution CH)me.s on tLit day. 

Fflioitatiofit to Mr. SpeiJcor. 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, from the diacusiion 

on the subject of release of political prisoners may I turn to you, 
Sir, a political prodigy to offer you our sincere felicitations on your 
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new appointment Sir, it is with feelings of the deepest respect that 
I refer to your impending departure from our midst to take up the 
onerots duties of the High Commissioner for India. To us, Sir, in 
Bengal it is a matter of legitimate pride that the choice oi His 
Majesty’s Government has so often fallen on Bengalees, and to us, the 
Muslima of Bengal, it is a matter of particular felicitation that you 
have been chosen to fill that responsihle p(38t. Yours has been a sort 
of meteoric c^areer. I am enabled to say from personal knowledge how 
sure has been your stride towards the attainment of the various honours 
which you have earned within a very short space cjt time. As a member 
of the old Legislative (ouncil, as a Minister, as Speaker of this 
Assembly and twice as Vice-f'liancellor of the CalcutUi University you 
have given abundant priK)f of not merely abilities of an exceptional 
cliaracter but also tact, forbearance, assiduity and application to the 
duties of whatever jK)sts you have been Ciilled u}M)n to fill. We have 
not tlie sliglitest doubt that you will adorn the new fK)st of High 
Commissioner for India. 

Sir, momentous politicval changes are coming and there is absolutely 
no doubt that the India of the future will be not merely an independent 
Dominion of the British Crown but also be an e(jual partner with all 
the Ifoniinions which form the British Commonwcialth. From the 
position of a High (’ommissioner you will be rather tlie Ambassador of 
India to Great Britain and I hope it will be reserved for you to have 
the honour of lieing the first Indian to occupy such a dignified {wsition. 

To us. Sir, it wiH. be a very great loss. We will remember when 
you are away thousands of miles from xis how you have managed the 
affairs of this Assembly to acquire the confidence of all sections of the 
House and how you have successfully wirried the debate so as to build 
up conventions for your successors in future. We all wish you well. 

You know, Sir, my connection wdth you dates for more than 30 
years. I made your acquaintance (|uite accidentally when you were a 
student with a Ixook of essays in your hand and I remember how on a 
C/ertain subject you and I began to exchange controversial words and 
how without knowing who I wu»s you threatened that we should be 
taught how to appreciate the feeling of young men. Sir, although you 
hove not grown old you can now’ recall the days of your youth and 
you know how’ personally I became attaclied to you from the very 
moment we mode our acquaintance. Personally, therefore, I give you 
my best wishes and you may be quite sure that I will always remember 
you w’ith affection and my best prayers to Almighty will be that He 
may keep you in His safe keeping, guide you in o manner which will 
redound to your honour and to the honour of your country and that you 
may be vspared long to serve our country not merely in far off England 
but to come back to India full of even higher honours to fill still higher 
posts with distinction. 
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Sir, with these few words I wish you godspeed ^nd I pray tt> the 
Almighty Providence to spare you to come back again to India to 
serve your own motherland. * 


Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, we wish to convey our sincere 
felicitations to you on the eve of your deiuirtiire to Kugland to occupy 
the very high and iesjK)nsil)le po>t of High (V)mmissioncr for Ipdia. 
Sir, we feel p;irticiilar pleasure and pride in the fa('t that you were 
returned to the Assembly on the Le^igue ticket and since you have 
been elected as th(‘ Sj>eaker of this House, the first Sptsiker of the 
Legislative Assembly, you have made a name for yourself not only in 
this province but all over India. Particularly, Sir, your rulings, 1 iun 
.'■lire, have been appre<*b»ted not only in this House but some of your 
rulings have been (pioted in other Legislative Assembli(*s and Hiiildings, 
and the way in which >ou have discharg(*d the resjvonsibb* duties of the 
Spi'aker and the example that \ou have set, I am sun‘, Nour successors 
will emulate and follow. 

It i'' also a matter <i{ pride to us that \ou are, I believe, the first 
Hengali Muslim who has been apfxdnteil to the jn)st of High (kun- 
missiorier and we aie confirlent that as in all other spheres 4)f activities 
\ou have made a name t<»r \<»urself, in Kngland also you will make a 
name for \ourself and, as the Horrble ('liief Minister has said, will 
come hack to India with higher honours. 


Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Mr. Speaker, I associate myself 
and members of the Congress Assembly party with the sentiments 
expressed by the Leader of the Hou.se and the Ixnider of the Opjiosi- 
tion. You, Sir, by your knowledge of the rules and orders of this 
Assembly, by your experience, by your quick decision, by your 
firmness, have rendered valuable services to this House and, Sir, your 
absence will be a great loss to this Hou.se. Sir, as one belonging to 
the party which gave you .some unquiet time, I am free to confess 
to-day that there was nothing personal about it and I am gIud4o be 
able to say tliat after the heat and the controversy of the time^had 
subsided no bitterness was left on this side of the House. Sir, I wish 
you a safe voyage and a prosperous career in Kngland where you are 
going to enter your new' field of activity. 


Air, DAVID HENDRY: Mr. Sp<niker, Sir, farew'ellg are an 
inevitable part of life, but we need not treat them alwrays as occasions 
for sadness. Rather a.s on this occasion I think should they be cause 
for satisfaction, at friendships made and associations recorded. 
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I must confess, however, to a feeling of regret at bidding you 
goodbye on behalf of my colleagties and myself for during the period 
you have been Speaker of this House we have formed for you not only 
a high degrcM? of respect but a high degree of friendship as well. This 
House will not be quite the same without you. As its first Speaker, 
guide, comforter and friend, you have not only made history in Bengal 
but have made a number of personal friends as well. For over 12 
years you have been associated with the Bengal lyegislature in one 
form or another, and since you became the Sjx^aker of this Assembly 
your wide knowledge of constitutional law and parliamentary practice 
has enabW you to guide us in building up our own parliamentary 
procedure in the light of our own ex]H»rience and not by following 
rigidly the procedure and practices of other legislatures. We in this 
House owe you a great debt for the manner in which you have dis- 
charged the function of laying so soundly the foundations of parlia- 
mentary procedure under l^rovincial Autonomy. Your unfailing 
courtesy to members of this House has always been a plea^«ure to 
observe, and the constant protection you have offered and extended to 
each and every one of us has left no cause, at any time, for any feeling 
of dissatisfaction to any member of having been unfairly treated. 
Complaints there may have been, but they could only be due to the 
fact that at times your patience with the more unruly members of the 
House had outlasted our own. There have been stormy debates in 
this House, in ])lenty but you have (‘onductwl the.s 4 * with tact and 
skill; and the maniH*r in which you have dealt evenhanded justice as 
between (Government benches and the Opjxisition InMuhes lias always 
«‘\cite(l our admiration. In the same way w'e have admired the manner 
in which from lime to time you have han»lled w’ith skill and expedition 
long lists of amendments to difficult Bills; and if this province has 
to-day to its credit a good record of beneficial legi.slation, a great deal 
of that is due to \ou and the way in which you carried it through. 
Your ])ublic services have Ikhui mentioned, but I will not enter upon 
that here. The interest that >ou have always shown in the eilucational, 
economic and social problems of Bengal needs no mention from me, and 
^ the lionours which have Wen bestowed upon you are but a modest 
indication of the debt under which you have laid this province. My 
groi^) shares with the other .speakers who have spoken to-day the pride 
w'hich Bengal feels that you have been chosen for the extremely 
important office of High Commissioner for India. That high 
ambassadorial office, I feel t'ertain, you will fulfil with dignity, skill 
and grace. And on tlie important mission on which you are setting 
out I wish you godspeed, the fullest measure of success and in due 
course happy return to this your homeland. m 


Mlliiraji 8A$HI KANTA AOHARYYA, of Mukti^aolii, Mymeii. 

iinghl Sir, on Whalf of the Progressive Nationalist party I offer you 
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our hearty congratulation for the honour conferred upon you. I shall 
not waste the time of this Assembly by saying anything about your 
ability but by .saying we wish y<m the best of health anti the 4)est of 
luck. 


Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: Mr. Speaker, Sir, Mr. Hendry has 
spoken for our Group and in associating with him in a few words I 
do so for tlie very sjiecial reason that in wishing you happiness and 
success in England I speak to one with whom long ago 1 stood in a 
very special relationshij) and one whom 1 had the <listinction of teach- 
ing in a college of which you and I and many other members of the 
Legislature are proud of being members. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Fellow members of the Houst*, 1 have come in 
your midst to-day in circumstances fully known to you. In ordinary 
circumstances I would ))r(d)abl\ have left this country in a day or two 
but due to terrible overwork and continuous strain for months past, 
J had to leave you on Monday last with fever on, and for an attack 
of illness tin* programme of my departure for Knglainl had to 1 h' 
slig]itl\ c hanged and as at pre.sent my intention stands I hojie to leave 
Nou in about a tortnight's time. I had the honour and privilege* hy 
;\our .-uhrage to he (*le( ted the Sjieaker of the House in April 19d7 — 
just about hve* ,\<‘ars buck. Tlie new Fonstilntion bad just begun and 
1 was inimedialel.N taced with the responsibility of [ilaciiig your work 
and your uHice organisation in juoper order and shape We had then 
very little statV — nothing more than the old staff of tlie (’ouncil 
Department, (*\tremel\ meagre, inadc(|uate in ev(‘r.\ sense ol (he term 
and it was m the midst of lliese circumstanct*.s that 1 liad to work on 
your Icelialf, so that we might function as a legislature truly and 
properl\ in I lie interest of million.s of people* entrusted to our charge. 
1 W'as determined that wluitever may be the volume of work entailed 
on us, the work <»f the As.sembly iiiu.Ht not be dislocated for a single 
day under any circumstances. Providence alone knows (he difficulties 
under which we had to organise our work and to-day I am at least 
liappy to f(M*l that during the last five years there lias never heem any 
occasion in which the A.ssembly as a whole had any difficulty on our 
account. Tliis As.sembly may well he proud of its legislative work in 
spite of political stress and storm. But all thesf* added to my other 
w’ork have visibly affected my health and for some time past I have 
been feeling the strain and nature is telling ujKm me far loo often to 
w^arn me that I should take a little care of my health. 1 have been 
advised that I must take some rest to strengthen myself physically 
before I undertake a long and arduous journey that is in my front. 
That is my reaeon why for 10 or 10 days I want to take rest though 
I may say that I shall be here in Calcutta or near about and if there 
is any occasion or if exigencies demand my presence, so long at I am 
21 
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in India I shall always be at your disposal and at your beck and call. 
May I hope and trust that you lyill kindly bear with this even if it 
may create some difficulty. 

The Speaker of the Assembly has to discharge two functions. He 
has to carry on his duties in the Assembly and to dispose of all matters 
which are likely to come before it or in consequence of matters brought 
before the Legislature or such other matters. Here he has got abso- 
lutely his own judgment and he has to rely upon his own guidance 
subject to the provisions of the Government of India Act and the 
rules framed by this House and the traditions of parliamentary 
institutions. For the last fi\’« years I had with devotion 'and zeal tried 
to discharge my duties with the help of niy staff, par^ticularly the 
SecTetnry and other gazetted officers in tins Assembly. In all my acts 
I have never liad any one except reason wherever I have found to 
influence my judgment. Never in my life have 1 tried to hide my 
fault and if 1 felt it at any moment that I had been wrong. I have 
always frankly amended and modified it. You are aware of the fact 
that 1 have never been stubborn in m\ views and there liav(‘ been 
occasions in which I have revised my judgment. It is in this way I 
have tried to biiibl uj) traditions to get conventions grown and to have 
codes framed for us both within our.selves and outside. At the early 
stage of any anstitution and specially a parliamentarv institutif)n, it is 
my humble opinion that the Speaker should function in a manner that 
will admit the best of reasons and the best of considerations at every 
moment. You are, therefore, awart' that motions which ha<l been 
rejected in files had been admitted on the floor of the House and I 
do hope and trust that it is in that spirit that m)u will aKo function 
and develop souml parliamentary institutions in this (‘ountr\. At the 
same time I am frank enough to .say that no one man can by himself 
bring about the best state of affairs. Every one of you is an integral 
part of this great parliamentary institution and I hope j'ou will more 
and more realise that as a member of the I^egislature whether inside 
Government or outside you are individually and collectively responsible 
for our great obligations. P'he second function which the Speaker 
' has to ilischurge is in Connection with the administrative work of the 
Assembly Department, and here under the constitution as it at present 
stands the financial respon.sibility of every expenditure in connection 
with the Assembly is with the Government and it is the Government 
which has to submit budget proposals to this House and has to explain 
its reasons and justifications. It is in these circumstances that the 
Speaker has to administer his Department under rules framed by the 
Government. Here he is often powerless at points where he mav 
come into conflict with the views of Government. I propose to write 
to you later in full as to the lines on which the Assembly Department 
should work and to place my experience before you so that you iwight 
at a time when I shall not be the Speaker consider the whole (piestion 
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on its merits. There are, however, two questions to which I would 
like to draw your special attention, namely : — • 

(1) that the status of the Department and of its officers should 

be exactly the same as those in the Secretariat, ami 

(2) tluit the i»ay and prospects of the Assembly Department staff 

should in no way be inferior to those workinjy in other 
Departments directl\ under the control of (lovernmeut. I 
do h()j»e tliat you will kindly consider this matter as early 
as possible. 

May I also stale one other matter. For the last o >ears ! have 
tried to build uj) the workiuji: <if the As.semh!\ Office as helon^in/^ t(^ 
this House and even fhoup-h in administrative matters we have to 
accept Oovernment rules I have all alonp worked towards the ideal 
tliat it is to this Assembly that it slnmld ultimately he resjxmsible and 
that it must fum’tion keepin^^ this House in front to liuihl u)> ])arlia- 
mentarv trarlitions. Let us rernemher that a very lar^^(» part of our 
success depends on the genuine d<*votion and work by tlie office staff 
ami 1 do iioneHtl\, frankly and uiH*(jinvocail\ admit, liou mmdi I owe 
to the othce '.taft witli whom I ha\e worked foi the last o They 

work in silence and the> woik behind the knowhal^c of others ami 
their work does not apjaxir before the public ^'•aze Let Us remember 
that tlie\ are also Imman bein^'-s and that they hav(‘ to u’ork ofUui from 
inorninp’ till <*venin^»- and even sometimes till midni^»’lit. 1 can assur<‘ 
you that the\ belong'' to you and that tfiey work with devotion and 
zeal, day and ni^rht, at the sacrifira* of their health and comfort, f 
feel deeply personal ^rief in jiartinjr cmnpanx witli the stafT of tin* 
Department and you all I speak in m> conventional sense but with 
my humble exjieiience in various spheres of lif**, f can .say I have 
hardly come across a better and a more devoted lairnl of officers and 
men, <levoted hf»nestl> and devoted .sim‘erely, than the slafif of th« 
Assembly Department — be he an orderly, u menial, a clerk or a 
gazetted officer of this Ih*partment and if I have got anything to say 
it is that I leave them to your charge, to your responsifdlity, indivi- 
dually as well as < ollectively, and I do hope and trust that you will 
look after them. M> personal responsibility is all the greater; many 
of them 1 frrought here and I cannot leave them witliout discharging 
this duty of mine.*^ 

About 15 years ago, 1 came to the Legislature of fliis Province and 
I shall leave you all with the deepest sense of jmng in me. I have all 
along been working with the view in rue that this great prc»vince, 
whether w'e sit on the right or on the left or in the midst, is onr- trust 
and millions of human souls have to depend ui»ou our activities here. 
I have always tried to uphold the tradition that whatever might be 
the nature of the democratic constitution, a democratic institution caa 
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only function if the Speaker in the Aftsenibly stancU for the Opposition, 
ready ^to help them and stands for the rights of the minorities so that 
their voice might he heard. While the majority has the power of the 
vote, the voice of the minority must he lieard. Tt is in that way that 
parliamentary traditions have heen huilt up and I do hope and trust 
that those traditions will he followed here also. 

I wish I could always keep a map of this ])rovince of ours hung up 
in walls or better still hung up in our mind. I have always heen 
deeply conscious of the help and assistance that I received from each 
and every one of you. I have all along worked with the single aim 
of loyalty to the House, loyalty to you all and loyalty to the great 
parliamentary traditions which have heen huilt up in other places hut 
whatever may have heen done by me, if they are of any value, it had 
l)een possible by your help, guidance and assistan(‘e and yf)ur efforts 
to bring about the best state of affairs in this great province of ours. 

Members of the House, you have all referred to my personal w’ork. 
The Hon’ble Tjcader of the House has spoken of my asstxdation with 
him, which dates from 1915. I was a student under Mi. Wordsworth 
and I learnt my lessons in the i)olitii*al theories or theories of (Govern- 
mental institutions from him. To-day my heart is too full. I do feel 
every moment that I have to leave you and you are uppermost in my 
mind. The last word which I w’ould .say 1 shall say uof as the Speaker 
of the House but by stepping down from this ('hair; I say, Brethren 
and friends, I am only a human being. On this day, 1 beg of you to 
pardon me if I have done any one of you any wrong. 1 have not done 
It purposel.N with a view to offending anybody It is in that human 
sjiirit that I beseech \our blessings and good wishes. 


Adjournment. 


It being 5 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 8-30 a.m. on Saturday, the 14th 
Mari'h, 194‘2, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the Provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935* 


The Assemuly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Suturtlay, 
the 14th March, 1942, at 8-30 a.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Deputy Sj)eaker (Mr. S\ki) .) IIvsiiemy'^ in the Chair, 
8 Hon’ble Ministers and members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Internment of a prominent Loague worker of Cunabati, Tippera. 
*152. Khap Bahadur ABIDUR REZA CHOWDHURY: (n) Will 

the II ori’ble Minister in cliaj^e ot the ilcune l)e])ailment be pleased to 
state whetlier it is a fa< t tliat Mauhi Abdul Matin ot (iunaluiti, Tip]>erft, 
was home-interned for 15 days^ 

{h) If SO, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 
therefor!'' 

(e> Will the Hon'ble Minister be pb'ased to state whether any 
circular lias })een issued to the District Majristrate for the application 
of tile Defence of India llules in I’ases of Muslim I/(‘a^ue workers J* 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Faziui Huq) : (^/) and (5) I ndei th<* Inmouiable memls*r to 
tlie {insw<‘r priven to starred «jue‘-lion No. !)3, on the ‘J7th i'ebruarv, 

HI42. 

(r) No. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister bo 
pleased to state whether he approves the application of the Defence of 
India Ttules in .such ca.si^s as have bemi apjdicd. naimdy, in the case of 
Mauivi AIkIuI Matin Chaudhuri? 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; I have nothing to say 
except that I have no rea.son to lielieve that the District Magistrate 
acted in an unreasonable manner. 
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Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BIBWABs Will the Hon^ble Minister be 
pleasec^ to state whether he considers the application of the Defence of 
India Eules in the case of Maulvi Abdul Matin Chaudhuri right or 
wrong ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have nothing more to say 
except that no complaint has been made to me and, therefore, I have 
no reason U> believe that it was not right. 


Mr. Byed ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it i^ not a fact that Manlvi Abdul Matin Chaudhuri 
of (lunabati was arrested just before the llon’ble Mini.ster’s visit to 
Tippera ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; 1 do iK>t remember when the 
incident did take jdace. 


Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: With eoforeiu'e to answer (c), 
naniel\ “No”, will the Ilon’hle ^linister Ik* pleased to state whether 
the Circular was issued h\ l)i. S\ama Prosad Mookerjee who figured 
as the (Ic facto Ciiief Minister? 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: May 1 ask through you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, my friends opjvosite whether it is not a fact that these rules 
had .so long Is'cn used against us by the members of the Muslim J^eague 
in the j)re\ious (Government? 

(No reply was given.) 

Arrest of some persons in certain districts of Bengal. 

•153. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon'hle Minister in 
chargi* of the Home Department he pleas«*d to state — 

(a) the number of persons arrested under the Defence of India 
Eules in the districts of Faridpur. Jes.soie, Xoakhali and 
Comilla in 1042; 

(h) the number of them that are licague workers; 

(r) the reuvscn of their arrest; and 

(#/) whether they have since l>een released? 
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•TIm Hon^Mt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQi 

(a) Faridpur — 2. 

Jessore — Nil. 

Noakhali — Nil. 

Tippera— ~11 (includin|j 1 arrested at the iiistaiiee of the Su|K*rin- 
teiwlent of Police, Faridpur). 

(h) Four in Tifipera only. 

(c) and (fJ) In re^peet of peison.s nientioneil in {h ) — tliree for an 
offence under tlie Didenee of India Rule ofl (contravention of an oriler 
requirin/*- permission to he-obtaineil for taking** out a procession^; they 
are now at larj^e: and om* for an offence under Deftmce of India Rule 
n.S (prejudicial sju'cch); he is now on hail under trial in Faridpur. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; With referema* to answer (h), 

will tile Hon'hle ^finistei he pleased to state if the jjroci's^ion was of the 
nature of a demonstration a^'-ainst the Ministry? 

Tha Hon'bla Mr* A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not think so. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon'lde Minister he 
please<l to state* wiiat wim. the nature <d that procession for whie h these 
persons w(*re prosecut<*d undei the Defence (d India Rules? 

The Han’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Prm. ssion is a ((dhetion 

of persons for a paiticuhu purpose 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: What was the ohjei t of the pro- 
CPS«ion ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Tin ohj. < t of the proces- 
sion was to < reate distuihaioe 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: What was the nature (d tho 
slogans shouted ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: All kind.s of non.sen.se. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: W 11 the Hon hle Minister 
be pleaset^ to .state what are the reason.s for makiiifr any discrimination 
between Mu.slim T/ea^^^ue workers against whom action has been taken 
under the Defence of India Rules for taking out a proeession whereas 
no action has been taken against the Hindu workers who t(Kjk out a 
procession without any permission 
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Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER! Oi?der, order. No argument is neces- 
sary w*nen putting a supplementary question. 

Mr. Syed ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ hie Minister be pleased 
to state the name of the person who was arrested under the order of the 
]*olice Superintendent of Faridpur, with refereme to his reply “one 
for an offence under the Defence of India Rule 38 (prejudicial 
speech)** P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 have not got the name 
but if my friend wants it I can supply it later on. 

Mr. Eyed ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister l)e pleased 
to state whether it is not a fa('t that Maulvi Fazlul Kader (Miaudhuri 
was arrested under the Defence of India Rules for an alleged ])rejudi- 
cial speech under the orders of the Superintendent of Police, Faridpur, 
at Tipi)era. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: He was arrested under 
orders of the district authorities — District Magistrate ,nr Superinten- 
dent of Police 1 cannot sa> , — but he was arrested somewhere outside 
Faridpur. 

Mr, Eyed ABDUL MAJID: Will the lloiride Minister he pleased 
to state if any order was passed by (iovernment oi an\ communitiue 
issiunl by (it)\ernment lor withdrawal of all cases against students*' 

Th6 Hon'bid Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Orders were ])assed by 
(Jovernment for withdrawal f>t all cas(‘s against stmlents in cas(»s wdiere 
prost‘cutions have been launched under the Detente of India Rules 
throughout Bengal. 

Mr. Ey6d ABDUL MAJID: Will the llon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a tact that Fa/.lar Kader Fhoudhur\ has sint e been con- 
victed and fimnl Hs. ‘.jOt) umler the Defence of India Rules ^ 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not know . 


Meeting at HaJiganJ, Tippera, on 23rd January, 1E4l 

M54. Khan Bahadur ABIDUR REZA CHOWDHURY: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department aware that a 
meeting was held at Hajiganj, Tippera, on the 23rd January, 1942? 



1942 .] 


QUESTIONS. 


32s 

• (ft) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he j)Iease(l to state whether it is a fact that a large nun^Jwr of 
boys with black flags were detained in the Hajigunj police-station on 
that date? 

(c) If the answer to (ft) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he j)leased to state — 

(/) the iniml>er of boys detained in the thana; and 
(ii) the number of black flags seized and taken in custody by the 
police and deposited in the thana? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (n) Yes. 

(ft) No. 

(r) Does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: With refernece to answer (ft), 
will tlH‘ Ibui’hle Minister l»c pleased to state whether there w’us a bhuk 
fljijr (hMuonstratioii against the Ministry and the students were roughly 
handled by the iKjlice? 

The Hon’bte Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I did not go to Uajiganj 
myself, hut 1 have got the facts from the district authorities. 

Mr. ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: In \icw of the st atejnent that hoys 
with black Hags were detained, will the llon’ble Minister b(‘ pleased to 
state ^^hether lie will consider the desir.ibilit \ of holding an einiurry 
himself? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 will (all for a report on 
this point. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Will the Ilon'ble Minis! (*r be pleased to state 
whether the allegation as ni«*nhoned in (ft) i.». absolutcdv false and made 
for the ])urpose of propaganda ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: T liat is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Ts the llon’hle Minister aware that 
before the Ministers arrived at Hajiganj. tlie police removed a number 
of black‘flags from the front of the houses whicli weie hoisted in honour 
of the Ministers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: rnfortunately I missed that 
honour, but certainly it was a great honour. 



32i 


QUESTIONS. 


[14th Mabch, 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Is it a fact that about 25,000 
people, were present at the Hajiganj station to accord reception to 
Ministers ? 

The Hon’Me Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It may have been, but I 
have no information. 

Temporary *<Chandina” legislation. 

M55. Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: (n) Will the Hon ble 

Minister iii charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(/) when the tenn of the temporary “Chandina” legislation will 
expire ; and 

(77) whether the (Government contemplate to extend its term? 

(/>) Do th(' (iovernnient contemplate to enact any permanent legis- 
lation for governing the “(.handina” tenancies; if so, when? 

(c) Is the Ilon’bh* Minister aware that there is a deTiiand amongst 
the non-agricultural tenants for such an enactment? 

(J) If so, what action does he propose to take in the mattter? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE and ilUDICIAL and 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath 
Banorjee). (n) (/) The terms of the Bengal Non-Agricmltural Tenancy 
(Temporary Brovisions) Act, 1940 (Bengal Act IX of 1940 'I, will expire 
on the 29th May, 1942. 

(7/) Yes. 

(/f) and (fl) Yes, the matter will be taken uj) as soon as j>ossible. 

(c) Yes. 

Mr. Syed ABDUL MAJID: Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased 
to stat(‘ if such legislation will be taken u]i in the (<mrse of this session? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: No. Sir. 

Mr. ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: With reference tc) the answer (h) 
an^ {(/}, will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is in 
a position to make a categorical stat(*ment that (tovernment will 
certainly make a permanent legislation of the nature? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: So far as Gov. 
ernment is concerned, it is certainly considering the advisability of 
undertaking a comprehensive legislation on this point as early as 
^humanly possible. 
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P. BANERill: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that his pre- 
decessor Sir Bijoy gave a definite assurance to the House that a compre- 
hensive legislation would be taken up during the continuance this 
temporary measure? 

The Hon’hle Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; Sir, I am not 
aware of it as I was not in the (iovernment at the time, but if that is 
so, then, as 1 have said just now, (toveriiment will certainly consider 
the desirability of bringing forward legislation. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the lion hh Minister be 
pleased to stale wbcthei Innnan oos.sibilit s may comprise a year, 
10 months, (5 months or any peiiod of time? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: During these 
abnormal times, it will be e\treniel\ hazardous to set uj) a time-limit. 

Rai Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
please<l to exttmd the |H‘rio<l of th(‘ Hengal Non-Agricultural 'renancy 
Act alter tin* 2!>th Ma\ till legi.slatioij is made*? 

• 

The Hofi’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: That has 
already l>een .inswered. Mv answer to the* suppleme*ntary (|ue*Htie)n ])ut 
by m_\ triend is in tlie atfirmati\«*. 

V 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: In view of the reeent ruling 
of the TTon’ble High Court that the e*xtension oi the* Nem-Agricultural 
Tenancy <Temi»orar\ Provisiun''i Act will not gise* ledie'f tf» man> so 
far as appeal is eMmcerned. will ( inve*rnme*nt ('oiisidej the desiinbilit \ 
of taking ste*})> lor giMiig iclie'f lt» llios<« pe*o)»|i* cnnce‘rm'd ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: So far as the 

8upi>lemt*ntary (jUe'slion of m\ iile*ml is (fiiMerne*d, I shall eeMtainly 
fake steps to se*e that in view of tlic de‘cision of llielr Is»rdshit>s some- 
thing may Ik* done to give ie*lie*t to jK*r.son.s and jiarlies for which this 
piece of legislation is intende'd. 

% 

SaJami by Caioutta lafidlords. 

*196. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: (a) Is the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Judicial Department aware that the (.’alcutta landlords 
from time to time exact mlamt from the merchant-tenants under threat 
of ejectment? 
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(6) If so, is the Hon^ble Minister considering the desirability ^ of 
suitable legislation to protect thf^^ tenants of Calcutta from such exac- 
tion ? * 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of reviving 
the Calcutta Kent Act, 1920, to give some protection to the tenants? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) No. 

(h) and (r) The attention of the member is invited to “the Bengal 
House Kent (’ontrol Order, 1942,” issued on the 2()t}» Fehriiarv, 1942, 
in exercise of the powers conferred by rule 81(2) (hh) of the Defence 
of India Kules and to paragraph 4 of the said Order which prohibits 
landlords from charging salami for letting out a house on rent or for 
senewing the lease of a house. 


. Starred Question No. 157. 

Mrs. HA8INA MURSHED: Sir, I ^^as a.sked to reply to this 
tjuestion standing in the name of the Na\\ab Bahadur of Dacca. The 
pa|)erM which have been sent to me lati* in the afternoon vesterday do 
not contain any information besides that given in the juinted answer 
and I would like to satisfy myself — whether turther 'informatirm is 
nvailalde. So, 1 would re(juest that this question may be taken up on 
Monday or Tuesday next. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Do \ou want that tiiis (piestiou should 
be held over? 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: Yes. Sir. till Mondax or Tuesday next. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: All right. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

^Alleged assault of students by Police on Bongaon railway station. 

73. Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon ble Ministei 
in charge of the Home Department be jdeased to state — 

(a) wdiether the ptilice assaulted the students and the Muslim 
liCague worker^ at th^ Bongaon railway station on account 
of their tnking^ active parts in Black dag demonstration 
against the Chief Minister; * 
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(b) whether 4 League workers were arrested at the Jessore railway 
station on account of their taking part in Black flag 
deinonslration amongst others and they were let*otl’ at 
Khulna; and 

{c) whether 50 Muslim League workers were arrested on the llth 
January at Barisal and that 20 of them were confined in a 
place meant t(j accommodate 4 ])er8onsy 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: {<i} and {h) The honourable 
member is referred to the n‘ply given to starred c[uestion No. 114, dated 
jOth March, 1042. 

(D 4 ) })ersons were arre'-ted on a cliarge of committing an offence 
under section 20), Indian IVnal Code, but ?ione was detained in luijttf. 
It is not known whether an> of them wen* workers of tlie Muslim 
League They were however released under orders of (Jie Chief 
Minister. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the arrest of thest* j>t*rsons mentioned in (c) 
was made umler dire<*t order of the Home Minister!*' 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In reply to starred question 
No. 114, date«l the lOth March, 1042, the* olln'r day the Tlon’ble Minister 
has said that he was present at tin* Bongaotj railway station ut the time 
of the alleged occurrence. Will the llon'ble Minister be ph'as(*d to 
state if the matter of as'^ault of the student.s b\ the Police was re|K>rted 
to him b\ a member of thus House and whether it is a fact that he tf>ok 
no notice of the report ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: I wa.s travelling to Barisal 
and my esteenied friend Mr. Senijul Islam came to the station. The 
demonstration consisted of small bo\s, none of them exceeding the 
age of 8 or ID years. They gtive out Hindu names. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Does the Hon'ble Minister deny 
that the Wstrict Magistrate declined to arrest these 50 people unless 
and until he received written orders and that such written orders and 
instructions were not given by him? 

Tht HofiHHe Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is not a fact that the 
District Magistrate declined to arrest. 
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Mfi ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Does the Hon’ble Minister also 
deny the fact that these 'people were confined in a room meant to accdm* 
modate 4 i^ersons and not 45 arrested according to his statement? 

The HOfl’bla Mr^ A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have said in reply to this 
very (luestioii at least half a dozen times in this House that there is no 
black hole at Barisal and none of these l>oy8 were put in a black hole. 

ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell us if he is aware that a boy of T who was present in the so-called 
black-flag denionsl ration party at Bongaon when caught and accosted 
by the Ministor said that he came to the station, l)ecau8e he was given 
two rasfjallahs by a inaulvi? 

The Hon’IHe Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is what I heard. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 3IDDIQI: The Hon’ble Minister has said 
that the District Magistrate did luit d(‘cline to arrest. Does he cate- 
gorically deny that any written order or instruction or direction passed 
from him to the (>)lle(‘tor with regard to this arrest? 

Th^rHOfl’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As lar as I recollect No”. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: If the llon’ble Minister want 
notice, I am prepared to give notice. Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state if he categorically <lenies that un> thing in writing passed from 
his hands to the Collector in regard to the arrest of these men ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 remember that after they 
were arrested 1 ordered their release. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: I appeal to you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, as the protector of the rights and privileges of this House, 
to see that evasive answers are not allowed and that I may get u cate- 
gorical answer to my question. If (ioverument decline to give such 
answer. 1 shall again come to you and seek protection. 

Mf. DEPUTY SPEAKER: He has said that he does not remember. 
How can I force an answer from him? 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: You cannot force an answer, 
but the memory of the Hon’ble Home Minister is short and the reply is 
generally evasive. I want a categorical answer whether anything in 
writing passed from him to the Collector. 
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Mft HEPUTY SPEAKER: All that I can $ay is that you can give 
a uotice. Possibly he will accept that notice and then the question may 
be answered. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: May I beg of the Home Minister 
through you to refresh his memory for which 1 give notice through 
you? 

The Hoffi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have got a very bad 
memory, but so far as this t[uestion is concerned, there was no occasion 
for me to j)as.s any written order. Hut if the honourable member has 
got any proof that 1 did pass any order, and if he can prdtiuce any such 
thing I will not deny it. If that is so, then I cun make reference to 
the District Magistrate if he has got any jmper in his ]>o8HesHion. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Something like that will satisfy 
mo hundred per cent. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Then 1 shall write to the 
District Magistrate that it ha.s been alleged that 1 gave him certain 
written orders. It there are any such papers thohe might he sent to me 
and I shall pioduce them liefore the House. ^ 


Internment of certain persons under Defence of India Rules in 

Tippera. 

74. Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Home l)ei>artment he pleased to state — 

(^a) whether, the Secretary, (iunahuti Muslim League, was interned 
at his home for lo days during the time when some of the 
Hon’ble Ministers were visiting Langolkot and its 
neara bouts ; 

(/>) wbether Maulana Azizur Uabuian Islumabadi, a Muslim League 
organi.ser, was externed from Tippera for 8 days; 

(c) whether the Muslim ]>eaguers were arrested at Pasidiimgaon 
on their shouting AUnh-hu-Akfmr and they were not released 
on bail; and 

((h whether the police snatched away handbills in Duudkandi? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (n) and (If) The honourable 
member Ls referred to the reply given to clauses in) (i) and (iti) of 
nustarred question No. dated 27th February, 1942. 
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(c) Three persons of Paschimgaon were arrested, charged, tried and 
convicted and sentenced for an offence under Defence of India Buie 

I do not know if they are members of the Muslim League. 
They did shout, amongst other slogans, Alhih-O-Ahhar but this did not 
constitute their offence which consisted in taking out a procession 
without previous permission of the District Magistrate as required by 
law : to this offence they pleaded guilty at their trial. 

(d) The local officers have no information to this effect, but a 
number of students from Dacca were not allowed to distribute, at 
Gauripur, certain leaflets considered to be objectionable. 


Withholding of lottor of security prisoner. 

75. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR; (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased 
to state whether a letter written by security jnisoner Babu Jatindra 
Chandra Roy to his cousin Sreemati Rashnioni Ibil on the 14th Octol>er. 
1941, has been withheld!'* 

(h) If the answer to (o) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering tlie desirability of sending 
an intimation to the securit\ prisoner when his letter is withheld? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUt HUQ: (o) Yes. 

(h) The letter referred to Jail administration whicli was objectionable 
under Bengal Security Prisoners Rule 19, a cop> of vshich is placed in 
the Library. 

(c) This is done under rule 23 of the Bengal Security Prisoners 
Rules. 


UnsUrrod Question No. 76. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERdi; Will the Hon ble Minister 
1)6 pleased to state what is the i>olicy of the Government as regards 
stimulation of the prcnluction of hand-spun yam to make up for the 
shortage of supply of yam? 

Mn. HA8INA MUR8HEOS Sir, I have already said that the 
questions to be answered by the Hon*bie Nawab Ehwaja HabibuUab 
Bahadur, of Dacca, should be held over. 
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• Schame for constructing a bridge over Gumti river in Tippera. 

• 

77. Mauivi MAFIZUDDIIi AHMED: (.i) Will ihe Hou ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to state whether there is any scheme before tlie (toverninent for 
the consfruction of a bridge {pacm) over tlu* (luinti river, near 
Companiganj Bazar in Tippera 

(6) If the aii.swer to (//) is in the afiirmutive, will the llon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when the scheme is likely to be taken up for 
execution ? 

MINISTER in charge of the C0MMUNICAIT0N8 and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. M. Shamsuddin Ahmed): (n) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 


Point of order. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a |K)int of order, Sir. 1 noticed 
in the report of the Statesman of the As.sembly procecnlings held 
yesterday that there is an observation whitdi runs thus: “At this stage 
a member delivered a spt*ech which upj)ean‘d to be entirely devoted to 
the support ot the Fascist party in Jtengul.“ 

Sir, we in this House had never heard anybody referring to the 
Fascist party existing in Bengal and did not know of any sj)eech deli- 
vered like this, 1 submit, Sir, that this is a very wrong rejiort and is 
delil>erately calculated to undermine the prestige of this House, 1, 
therefore, submit that this is not a true and correct re|M)rt of the pro- 
ceedings and the privileges of tin* particular nev^spajKT should be with- 
drawn as a first measure and thereafter if it continues to j)ubliHh w'rong 
reports alK)ut the AsHembl\ proceedings in this way other measures will 
have to l)e thought of. 

The Hon’bie Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BASU: Sir, it is a matter of 
deep regret that a responsible journal of the position ol the Statesman 
should have misunderstood the speech delivered by my honourable 
friend M**- Ooswami. I am f>articularly pained, because the Statesman 
has taken a very reasonable attitude and has given consistent support 
to the Government in all its ameliorative and defence measures. (CVies 
of “question” from the Muslim Ticague Opposition benches.) 

Sir, the impression left by Mr. Goswanii's speech was (hat the 
honourable member emphasised that in such difficult times it was neces- 
sar}’ that responsible journalists should avoid provocative writing of any 
sort and, particularly, in the interest of successful defence, it was 
eminently necessary. That is the point of view which the honourable 
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member was stressing in bis speech yesterday and that is the impression 
which was left in my mind. And when I found in this mominfe^s 
report^ in the Statesman a certain observation with regard to that speech 
which was certainly not borne out by the speech itself I thought that 
some misapprehension has been caused in the mind of the reporter or 
the sub-editor responsible for this report. 

Sir, I desire to say here and now that none in my Party has got the 
slightest leanings towards fascism and that we are out and out defenders 
of democracy for which we unitedly stand. And in accordance with 
the open declaration of the I^'ader of the Party, Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose, that foreign aggression should be withstood and resisted at any 
cost and that internal security must be maintained, w'e as a Party stand 
by that principle and programme. We are not concerned with what 
has been done by the Government of India about which we have got no 
evidence before us, but w’e stand by the oj>pn declaration of our leader 
that he will do everything in his power to withstand and resist foreign 
aggression and maintain internal security. I know that cries have been 
raised on the floor of this Hon.se and in .some jounials outside this House 
of a most mischievous and liMlous character (There were inter- 

ruptions from the Opposition Benches.) Plea.se allow me to proceed. 
This kind of howling will not do—. 

(There was again disturbance from the Opposition ’ Bembes.) 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: We are not prp])ared to allow' ourselves 
to l)e cowed down by members occupying the Treasury' Bench. 

Th# H0fl'bl6 Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASUs I ho])e today vou will 
allow me to have my say, I apjieal to the Leader of the Opposition to 
see that meml>ers of the Treasury Benches get a fair deal at the hands 
of his Party and are allowed to have their say on the floor of this House 
on im|H)rtant matters. This is the minimum that we require. 

(There were again di 8 turl>ances from the Op[)08ition Benches.) 

Mr. H. B. BUHRAWARDYs He has repudiated Mr. Subash Chandra 
Bose and Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose. 

Tht HOfi’M# Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: Sir. yesterday some 
outrageous and libellous statements were made against us two Ministers 
of our Party on the floor of the House on a question raised labouti tthe 
Forward Bloc. I am entitled to reply to the aspersions which were 
cast upon my i^rty. (There were shouts from the Opposition Benches.) 
The 0{>position members are trying to shout me down and I am n<xt 
going to submit to it. I say here and now, Sir, that the Forward Bloc 
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outside this Assembly is a party with which my party in the Assembly 
htfs got no ooncem whatsoever. (Ories of ‘*Oh, Oh**, from the Opposi* 
tion Benches.) * 

Mr. Syed ABDUL MAJID: On a point of onler, Sir. Is he rele- 
vant at all? 

The Hofl’hie Mr. 8ANT09H KUMAR BASU; Yes, Sir. I say also 
that the Forward Bloc has not been declared a subversive (organisation 
by the executive authorities of the Government, and I suy, Sir, that my 
party 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Gn a jioiut of order, Sir — — 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : I am deciding a point of order now. 
You may raise your point later. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: 1 say that all these 
allegations against the Forw'ard Bloc cannot touch me. 

Nawabzada K. NASARULLAH: They are true. 

Mr. ABdUl LATIF BIBWAS: You are a fifth (’olumnist. 

The Honble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Somebody says <<fifth 
columnist”. 

(There were again disturbaiK es from the t)ppo.sition Benches.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. 1 have to decode the point 
of order raised by Dr, Sariyal. hi that connection I expect some 
obvservations from the Ilon’ble Minister. I did not see the pajier this 
morning but my attention has l>eeu drawn to the observation made in 
the Statcsjfiari . «Before I decide to withdraw the privileges now enjoyed 
by this paper, I propose to refer this matter 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: This is grossly unfair. You have 
got the paper before you. We will not allow this matter to be 
gbelvedffl 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. Dr. Sanyal, please sit 
down. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Please for God's sake don't have the 
matter shelved. Please have courage to give your decision: I hope you 
will rise to the occasion, as you did when you stood in the Beadoa 
Square and gave your verdict. 
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Mr. DEPUTY EPEAKEA: 1 have ulready said that the obaerva^ 
tion of the newspaper concerned is very much objectionable and intoler- 
able aAd it infringes the rules and privileges of the House.^ I for myself 
Bay that if this sort of erroneous reporting is continued by this pauper 
I shall withdraw the priWlege which is now being enjoyed by Ihis paper 
in this House but before I do that, I think it would be fair 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Give them HrM warning. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I shall refer this matter to the Privilege 
Committee or if you insist ou decision l>eing taken now, I shall ask both 
the Iveader of the Oj){K)8ition and the l^eader of the House to express 
their opinions on this particular aspect. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; 1 do insist, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER:.. Before 1 Lear the respective Party 
Leaders, 1 shall ask the 1 reader (d' the Opposition if he agrees to express 
his opinion first with regard to the observation which has appeared in 
the Statesman . 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: You my please ask the Leader of 
the llouso'to exprf‘S8 his opinion first. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You leave that matter to me. I have 
asked the Leader of the Opposition to give his opinion. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: May 1 appeal, Sir, to you not 
to have a discussion on this point in tthe House? Call them to your 
Chamber and talk it over. But before you take one step forward, 
please get the ofheiul report of the speech of Mr. T. C Goswami before 
you because we are now discussing* a very important matter which 
affects the privileges of %hv House and I do not wantTt to be discussed 
in the heat especially as the machinery to-day has broken down. Please 
call them into your room and talk it over. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I do not at all agree with that 
suggestion. We want you to give your decision now. There is anotheif 
point of order coming. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I nfortunat«ly someL. other matters have 
been dragged in. 1 have got the official version with regard to the 
remarks made by Mr. Fazlur Rahman, the Hon’ble Dr. Mookerjee and 
Mr. Farhad Raca Choudhuri. If you want, I shall take the official 
version of the spee<'hes delivered and give my decision, but that will 
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Bot improTe the situation. A Vopy of the Stutefmmi also is here. If 
ymi i^^sist on my decision now, I shall take the opinion of the JLeader 
of' the House Irst. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K« FAZLUL HUQ: I entirely Uffree with my 
friend, Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddicji, that the odicial versitm of the pro- 
ceedinpp should he first obtained and alonjr with that I make a further 
8upp:e8tion that a refenmre should be made to the SUitrsmati also os to 
what it has pot to say with reference to tliis matter. It siunetimes 
happens that remarks are made In newspapers by irresponsible persoB* 
without the kn(»wk*<Ipe of the authority and we should, therefore, first 
like to know what the Statesman has pot to say. 

Oft NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: This appears in the uffieial report 
of the Asseuibly proeeedinps as published in the Statesman and the 
mischief has already been d»)ne by puhlishinp it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ : 1 am here mukinp this 
8u|jpestion, and it is for you either to accept or to reject it, that the 
Stat-esman should be first asked to explain wliat they have pot to say 
in this matter. 

• 

Or. NALfMAK8HA 8ANYAL: When the pui>er apolopines. we 
shall consider whether to restore the privilepes but for the time being 
action should he taken. That is also the procedun* followed in the 
Central Assembly. 

Khwaja 8ir NAZtMUDDIN: I also i»ers(>rjall.v feel that to be able 
to pive areal honest opinion Mr. Tulsi Chaiidru (loswarni’s speech oupht 
to be ma<le available to ns here. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: His name is not mentioned. How 
can you fit the cap on Mr, Goswami’s beadP 

Mr. DAVID HENDRY: T h ave not seen the report in (| nest ion and 
I suppest that before this matter is consi<lered by the House, we must 
have all the papers in our hands. I entirely apree with Mr. Abdur 
Babman Siddiqi that the wlnde matter should be considered — both the 
ofhcjuiJ report of Mr. Goswami’s speech if that is the one refern^l to and 
the expianation of the Statesman as to whether they agree with thati 
report. • It i.s impossible to decide the issue until we have all the 
evidence in front of us. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I have now had 
the advantage of reading the report in the Statesman.'^ It is, I think, 
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grossly unfair. We all listened to the speech of Mr, Gloswami and jm 
far I remember — and I remember everything perfectly — Mr. 
Goswami was criticising the Statesrruin for a very provocative article, 
Mr. Goswami was entirely in the right. In these circumstances I 
entirely support the point of order raised by Dr. Sanyal that privileges 
of the Statesman should be withdrav^m till that paper apologises. If 
and when apology is made we shall consider the nature of the apology 
offered a;^d again extend the privileges. 


Mri ATUL CHANDRA SEN: May I rise to a point of order, Sir? 
I would draw the attention of the House to a very serious matter. 
While the Hon ’hie Mr. Sanfosh Kumar Basu was speaking, some of the 
honourable gentlemen belonging to the Op])osition interjected saying 
that he was a Fifth f Columnist. I beg to submit that it was unjusti- 
fiable and highly unparliamentary. 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: May I just say to 
those who call me a Fifth (’olumnist that they are themselves Fifth 
Columnists because they are impeding our war efforts and defence 
measures. 


Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: So far as the point of order raised by 
Dr. Sanyal is concerned, I feel it necessary to maintain the prestige 
of the House. I am of opinion that the StaivKnuui ought n(»t to have 
made this uncalled for observation with regard to the speech of 
Mr. Goswami. The Kditor might have done that in a note. While 
rej)orfing the proceedings of the Assembly this observation is ab.solutely 
uncalled for and 1 will give iny decision on this along with other 
matttTs that have been referred to me on Monday. 

So far us Mr. Sen’s point of order is concerned, my attention has 
been drawn to scune other siimlur remarks made at the time of the 
heated debate yesterday by ilifferent memlHUs. I have got the exact 
word used. I will also give my decision on those j>oints of Monday, 
and, if necessarv, I shall refer these matters to the Privilege Committee. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Then, Sir, the second point of 
order that 1 want to raise relates to three parties, the Statesnmn, the 
Associated Press and Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi. We find on page 6 
of this morning’s Statesimin a report published with a broad headline — 
‘‘Ministers and the Oath of Allegiance” — whitdi alleges that Mr. Abdur 
Eahnuin Siddiiji will move a resolution purporting to question the 
propriety of certain Ministers having declared their intention to break 
the law in some other adjoining province. I submit. Sir, hitherto it 
has been the privilege of this House that no member would seek to 
achieve cheap notoriety for him.self by rushing to the Press with regard 
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to any resolution which he has actually tabled and ^iven notice of. He 
might probably give a gist of the subject-matter he would discuss but 
the actual wording of the resolution given notice of or proposed* to be 
given notice of, which may or may not be accepted by the Hon’ble 
Mr. Speaker, raises an important question of privilege, because it 
fetter.'^ the iiand of the Speaker of the Assembly in regard to the 
admissibility or acceptability of such a motion. I think tlie publica- 
tion of such a report is an absolute infringement of the privilege of 
the House. In this matter 1 submit that the St^ftrxuuin has been guilty 
ot publication, the As.siu'iatcd lVe.4s guilty of (irculation thereof, and 
Mr. Abdur Hah man Siddi(ji\s guilt knows no bound. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, 1 will offer an explanation 
to the point raised b\ Dr. Sanyal later on. 

The point that I want now to raise is that the constitutional effort 
has be(‘n to e^tablisii a collective responsibilit.C of (lovernment. We 
heard tije lion ble Minister lor liocal Self-dovernment today standing 
in tile llou.se and talking as tlie leader of a portirm of the (Government 
party. I should like t<i know whether a Minister cun change his garb 
from an otliiial status to a limited private status of a leader of a small 
portion of it because any word that falls from the mouth t)f any Minister 
may be construed as a .statement on behalf of (Government. The point 
re(|uires clarification at your hands. They should not abuse their official 
position and brow-beat us by using hot words in this hot IloUBe 
especially when the c(Kding appartus has faibul and by giving opinions 
"whic li belong onl\ to a section of the Progressive tV)alition Party. 

The Hon’hle Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: On a imint of 
personal explanation. Sir. Open challenges were thntwn out to two 
members of the (’abinet and to the Party to which they belong within 
the Progressive Coalition Party and I think it is coiiiiihui fairness on 
the part of tho.se who have thrown out that challenge to allow those 
who have been attacked to have their ow’n say by way of an explanation. 
And I do not think that my e.steemeil friend, Mr. Abdur Rahman 
Siddiqi should have gone .so far as to suggest that 1 was not within my 
rights and that 1 could m)t exercise my privilege of explaining my 
position and that of mv colleague, the Hon’ble Mr. Hanerjee, as well 
as of our party within the Progressive Coalition Party, which I 
represent. I think Mr. Alxlur Kahiimn Siddiqi has inisundersbKHl the 
position and ought to have realised what I was really** doing. 

Mr. DEPUTY BREAKER: So far as your observation is concerned 
this is a rou.^titutional question and I will have to see what are the 
practices followed in this House and in the British l^arliament and 1 
will give my decision on this point on Monday. 
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Re^ardin^f tlie other point, certainly no such observation should be 
published in the newspapers before it is admitted by the Speaker or T)y 
tbe Deputy Speaker. I have not got any such notice yet ; so I will see 
whether notice has been received by the department or whether it has 
been admittd by the Hoii’ble Speaker and I will either refer it to the 
Privilege Comuiittee or I will give my decision on Monday. 

Si. NARENORA NATH DAS GUPTA: Sir, I stood up and 
wanted t<^ speak on this point. 

i 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have given my decision. Do you 
want to raise a fresh point of order. ^ 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: No, Sir, I want to speak 
on this point. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have alrea<ly given ray derision on 
this point. 

Mr. H. S« SUHRAWARDY; On a point of order. The Hon'ble 
Minister for liocal Self-Ooverniiient has taken advantage of the motion 
of Dr. Nulinuksha Sanyal to give a personal and political explanation 
for his presence on the Trea.siiry ]h‘nch an<l for his acceptance of office 
under the aegis of Mr. Surat ('handra Bose while at the same time 
repudiating his leadership and repudiating his connection with the 
PorwMird Bloc. Now, Sir, this raises a very important (juestion as U> 
wliy and under what garb he is there as a member of the Treasury 
Bench, and I submit, Sir, that this irrelevant matter having been 
raised liy him on an entirely different issue he has thn)wn open the 
questitm to the House for discussion. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Suhrawardy, wdiat is your point of 
order ? 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: My point of order is to give us an 
opportunity to discuss that point which he has raised. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: On a point of 
personal explanation in answer to what has been stated by Mr. Sulira- 
wardy under the garb of a point of order. Sir, when T started 
ihaking a statement I ecmfined myself entirely to what has appeared in 
the Statesnuin. Then there was an interjection from the Opposition 
*‘\Vhat al>out tjie Forward Bloc?” Thereupon I was drawn into making 
a statement with regard to that point and Mr. Suhrawardy lias again 
gone wrong when he says that I have repudiated^toy connection with 
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the Forward Bloc. I hare no connection with the Forward Bloc. I 
once again say and my party is not Forward Bloc in the Legislative 
Assembly. Nor have I repudiated the leadership of Mr. Sarat. CCmidra 
Bose. He is the Leader of iny Party even now and as such we bold 
fast to him even today. 

Mft H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sr, may I point ou< 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 wish to point out 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. Please sit down. Yes, 
Mr. Shamsuddin. 

Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: Sir, before you begin 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, please. 

Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: Before you begin 

((Vies of “sit down”, “sit down” frfon ('oalition benches.) 

• 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. No()ru<ldin, \ou are ol)struet.ing the 
proceedings of the Housi*. I liave already ask(‘d Mr. Sliatnsuddin to 
speak. 

Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: Before the Hon'ble Minister speaks 1 wish 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Sit down, ])Iease. I have ulreariy said 
that I will give my derision on Monday. 

Yes, Mr. Shamsuddin. 

DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

XVII, ttc«— Irrigation. 

Tha Hon'Me Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the (governor I beg to move that a sum 
of R«. dd, 97,000 be granted for expenditure under the heads “XVII — 
Irrigation— Working ex]>en.ses”, “IH— Other Kevenue Exfujnditure 
financed from Ordinary Bevenues”, “18 (1) — Other Revenue Expendi- 
ture financed from Famine Relif Fund”, “Pi — Construction of Irriga- 
tion, Navigation, ’Embankment and Drainage works financed from 
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Ordinary Revenues” and ”68— Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, 
Embankment and Drainage works not charged to revenues.” * 

With the amount provided on account of charged expenditure the 
total budget provision under these heads is Rs. o6, 73,000 as against 
the current year’s budget grant of Rs. 35,13,000. The increase is due, 
as I shall presently explain, mainly to provision for special repairs to 
the Anderson Weir of the Damodar Canal Project under the minor head 
“Maintenance and Repairs”. 

Sir, I wanted to speak now but I believe it will be better if I make 
my speech after my friends have moved their cut motions, 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of lls. 33,97,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII, etc. — 
Irrigation” he reduced by Rs, 100. The object of the motion is to 
raise a discussion about the failure of Government to provide adequate 
funds for inij)roveinent of existing village communications in the 
Province of Rengul including the existing waterways in the Eastern 
liengal districts. 

1 also beg t<> move that the demand of Hs. 33,97,000 for expenditure 
under the heads “XVJI, etc. — Irrigation” be reduced by Rs. 100. The 
object of the juotion is to raise a discussion about the failure to execute 
the scheme of re-excavation of river Chandaua as a system including 
Kumer and llarasia in the district of Faridpur. 

Sir, 1 may be pardoned that I mention the districts of Eastern 
ik'ugal in particular for by a close studv of the Irrigation Budget of 
Bengal I find that in matter of Irrigation, Eastern Bengal in particular 
has received a step-motherly treatment all along in the hands of the 
jmwers that be. The Hoirble Mr, Shamsuddin Ahmed is my particular 
friend since my childhood and he belongs to a village in the subdivision 
of Kusthia which is just on the border line of East and West Bengal. 
In extreme western part of the provim-t* — in the districts of Birbhum, 
Bankura, Burdwan, Midnapore, llooghly and Howrah — the problem 
there is properly speaking Irrigation for one purpose only, that is, 
agricultural pur])oses, whereas in Eastern, Northern and Southern 
Bengal Irrigation problem may be classified under dififerent heads — 

(a) Drainage as village communications, measures of public health, 
sanitation, agriculture, industries and trade. They are 
small schemes but are innumerable. 

(h) Resus('itation of dead and dying rivers — in major schemes. 

In the year 1940 the Government for the first time appreciated the 
importance of the smaller schemes by decentralisation although the 
major schemes bad attracted their attention two or three decades ago. 
But as ill-luck would have it machines of God move very slow and 
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mi^hines of Bengal Government moved slower still, I shall not, how- 
ever, demolish the buildings on the north (►f the Laldighi nor shall I 
drown them into the waters there. I shall only with all humilily try 
to establish how the problem has failed to attract the imagination of 
the authorities. 

With a view to cuuse <lre<lging of the riv(‘rs, five dredgers were 
purchased at a cost in the neiglibourhood of two crores of rupees. Heavy 
loan was taken from the (Vutre. It was almost before my birth and I 
am an old man now. The dredgers are n)tting iu*ar Gopalganj. 
‘"Foyers” cost us Its. d(h000. “Alexandra” Its. ‘J1,5(K). “Cowley” 
Its. 12, OIK), “Burdwan” Its. “Itonahlshay ” Us. 15, ()()() as recur- 

ring cost for their upkeep. The t<»tal is Its. 8*2,500 annually. When 
the (question of repairs (omes it is a fabulously Ingli figure for that 
year. Average expenditure per annum is never less than a lakh of 
rupees. The House will have nothing to its glory when 1 tell you how 
that loan was paid and 1 m)U before the Nieme>er Award the ])i‘ovince 
was kej)t in the position <d perjietual bankruptcv. Anyhow it is a fact 
that the dredgers are lying idle without any work worth the name. It 
is not to our cnslit that up till now there is no definite project before 
the country for which tlie dredgers can In* utilized in near future. Thi^ 
is an unfortunate situation. 

Next us I told \ou, the rivers and channels in Bengal are dying out. 
The effect is a* calamity for Bengal as a whole and is disastrous for 
Eastern Bengal. Eastern Bengal had too many of rivers and rivers gave 
it the jirosjierity it had and rivers are in their <lying condition and the 
people are also dying of disease and pestilence. Those that judge by 
the surface will not jindiably believe me that abnormal drought and 
abnormal flood and conse(|ueiit failure of crops is also due to the degene- 
ration of the rivers and channels. ^ 

There was pndiably no Goveniment in Bengal when the Britishers 
gave us the great boon of the railway and the Distrii't Boards started 
the construction of roads There was probably no Government, also 
wdien the Central Government decided to take out irrigation rhannela 
through the .semi-desert tracts of upper India from the upper ridges of 
the river Ganges. However, there is no U‘M‘ in our worry over the post, 
It is a fact that man made causes and nature causes have worked 
together to cause the rleath of f)ur rivers and death by strangulation of 
other streams and channel". The result is stagnatimi here and stagna- 
tion there, blockade here and blockade there AVater in low flood doe« 
not pass over the blockades and pad<ly plants and jute plants are 
scorched to death when there is abundance of heavy shower from heaven 
and in high flood blockades pa.ssed over the rush of w’ater cause havoc 
in the countrjside .by destruction of crops in a day by an 
increase of level of the water in stagnated areas by 6 or 7 
feet in six hours. Stagnated areas abound in shrubs and 
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jungles and the pest of water hyacinth reigns in the country side 
in the rivers, heels, channels, dohas and everywhere. Mosquito is said 
t<) he ‘the (;ause of malaria. I ivonder how it is not yet known to our 
friends in p(»W(T that men, women and children are counting their 
days for advent of the angel of death. In my subdivision of Goalundo 
and the Sadar subdivision of my district depopulation is the word. 
Village after village has ceased to contain human abodes and they with 
their jungles are abodes of wild animals. Of the birds “Koo’^ live 
there in abundance. When I complain of my place I do not lose sight 
of the miserable (Condition of the district of Jessore almost as a whole. 
Na<lia in many parts has gone beyond recovery. I)a( ca is attacked also. 
Mymensingh is affected in parts. I have meagre knowledge of the 
other parts of the province. 

Leaving aside the condition of rural health agriculture is as much 
on its way to ruin as health. I shall not dilate upon it as I have no 
time. 

Head the census figtires. Increase of pojmlation is everywhere but 
the sub(liviHi(m of Goalundo has recorded a reduction in the two 
successive operations. Ivook to the census tigures of the places I have 
referred to and be convinced of the truth of my assertion. Now what is 
the remedy y Improve the village communication by .improving the 
existing waterways. This done as a system will give us back health 
and wealth and f(K)d although it is essential that the big rivers also 
shall not 1)© allowed to die. 

In the ub.sence of co-ordination the (lovernment is wandering about. 
Any SecTctarv of a Department is jealous of his friend of the other 
(lej)urtment. Finance Secretary is the most rotten. 

llengal is a deficit pn>vim*e in fcHul articles. You are taking pro- 
tective war measures. You will spend money. Do that and save your- 
selves. Hut my prophecy is that village communication by boat and 
by road is your netMl. Still more so for war purposes — to get a morsel 
of food in the metropolis. Encourage the villagers to produce paddy. 
Give up juto which you shall not be able to sell. Have village channels 
opem‘d as war measures. Hallways may not be able to help you. 

N(»w, Sir, in regard to bigger projects the G(»vernment policy is well 
declared by their conduct and action for over 20 years. The dredgers 
stand to sa\ that you are going to dredge rivers. The project of the 
Chandina is as edd as I am now. Estimates have been framed times 
without number. Money also was sanctioned some time. Now after 
the contour survey has been finished and the results studied, hydraulic 
data collected and levels seen, eye survey of t^e Engineer furnished, 
you cannot have any more of talking out the subject. Your predecessor’s 
commitment is there, estimate drawn is there. The only question is 
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of money. After you have the income from the Sales Tax and also 
frdm Raw Jute Tax and from Finance Tax you mu^ not for God’s sake 
talk of shortness of funds. 

If rivers and channels are j^jiven hack their life, we are hrou^dit hack 
to life. Don’t indulfye in the g-anie of killing peoj)le in tin* rural areas 
just for comfort's sake. 

The Eastern Hen^al districts have all their similar prohlems. North 
Bengal also has some. The districts of -lessore and Nadiu also should 
not be kcj)t out of consideration. 1 know your experts have made a 
.study. 1 have knowledge (d' a few hwalities only. I may he jmrdoned 
that I do not give details of the daim of the .sister districts whose coses 
also are near to my heart. 

My recommendations are; (tr/) Improve village communications not 
only as measun‘s of communication only hut also as measures of public 
health, sanitation, irrigation, trade and industry; (h) do not insist on 
local contribution ; (r) rejuvinate the dead and dying rivers by making 
use of the dredgers you have and use small ex(‘avators wdiere quicksand 
baffle you in your hand digging; (d) compel the railway and the District 
Board to give free flow' to the channels and rivers, (a)mpel them to have 
more of openings and <*ttusew’ays on their lines and roads; (r) the rail- 
way and District Board should be compelled to have continuous drains 
on lK)th sidcN ftf the roads just to remove iinhealthy condition by con- 
necting the j)it?i lying in isolation. 

Do not for God’s sake sa\ that Irrigation is a separate business from 
K\iral Reconstruction, and l*ublic Health and Agriculture are not your 
concern. It you are a (fovernment for the |M*oj»le, effect a co-ordination 
of your activities in the <lift’erent departments. 

Mr* HARENDRA NATH DOLUl: Mr. Deputy Sjjeaker, Sir, I 
beg to move that the demand of Its. for expenditure under the 

heads “XVII etc. — Irrigation” he reduced by Rs. 100, 

^ I <siorci^ 

(Trt^ti, I 

imn S’f? Pro? i!tc^ #1??- 
1 ?#, w?r, (prf 

jpf eT^ 4^3 I Pt?? ^ fr? ^ilt? Iff? 

^ ^ vii? c¥ ’ll jTur? ^ r <4?: <4*? q1^5¥tc?? 

Vsn Oft? ?n?t? ?Tf%* TC? 
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^ ft ftf r 

’W ws ft ftgt^ c^rJ*? ^ c^ ^ ^t!r 

7r«pfft? ®r=n ^ ft ! ^rjRn 

(Tf^us ^ 's (?f5 ftstr^ ^ ^ ^1 trft 

TOi FC^ ^ I (:^t‘<ft? Wi ft^i ^'s?ri TO ^ I. ^pftvtrtT? 

TO=Tft fcr ftr^T FT^^fC^ I !fTO rTo 

CRT ‘<55 '?l'?^-5f ^ (Ti 

FTO, ft CTO f^R ^'irNtfe ?ff%TO TO^ 

Rftrs >ftfVi? gft fl'j Rj*j to ^w-TOnr ^vfi ijiir^nft- 

^‘f=jr (R ft ^“fi TO, ’ll I ORt^ 

i!ftto Subdivision? ??I f^OT, TOt^, ftTO. ?i^tTOT?‘t tT^ 

Q S’ss fVro ^ftft RTO ctoTO tpfft ^t? tft^ tfft ro?:^ 

TO I TO ^tlRf? ^«t5lft S i^t? TO CTO TO I 

•^tc?? ftro tf TOTO 7?f? C? #tft i3?l TO 

TOCftiR, ^ ‘<H^^51 ft tii?i .i]^rR3 TOrS TO?R ft? ^sft 

lF^“f: TOW <451: ^tCR? ftl? %? ^ TO FCRW I ^ 

'S’f? "'^‘f?t? ^ RVR C?RTO«f? (TTF^ ftftli; r ^jTO Tot?* 

tfftT’F 5TFF I 5 ?■>*? TOC? l|t5rotC''R ^C^C3I («? tfF? ?RTl-VeT 
TO TO^^P, ^1 *n? R^TRtfTO TO FTP R1 ^?- IftRT ’f?TO^ ^ftTO 
TOTO Rf??rftR? ftTO TOIF C? *;?31lft CTO TO ifr$ RtTOT 

•?t'Q?T? C?‘tR Rt»n TO¥ R1 I '^Pz ?TO ?ri^ V^iCR? Rftft^-sfc?? 

ftTOftcR Rtft ftr^ ftotc'-r? Rfftcroa^^tc^ tocto? 

?^??TO ?»?i '^tftc? ftro fro r:c?? ft??. Rfroro^cR? to tj^'o 

Tor? CTO ^R^R^tR R'3?l ^ ft, -iJRR ft TO ?|tft?.C^tR tfFTS? CRR ft I 
^ ?ft, R<?t? *f?ft (TP TO TO? 1 ^RftTOR? VRT ft 

?T?T1 R?R?R ? ’Rt?) ?5f?, TO^ Rft RCTO? CR f?RC? TOt?pf 

CTORl 

vili ^ C^R ?^tTOR? R?T! vil?* ^'^R? RTOR? ^R-Rt?R I R"to5? 

trt?C5r CRCR To ?f? ^t?tCR? RR? ^tCR. TOR ^ 

R???t? TOt? CRT -sf^R'CR*^ ft C^tR TOR CTO ?T?T1 TOCS>R ? ?ft 
Cairo's TO? TO?R, TO ^ ?i'?RtC?? RCRT ftc? ^CRC^ ; TO5 

^ft^trtr? S^^^RtRR ?ni ft I ^?"CRC®^ «ii^ ftstc^ ft Sfi 5 ftfros 
ficlRBrfn^ ^1? ^tC^T ?ft ^ R1 ??, TO ‘2a?iR CltF^ ^?TO Si? 
?? CTOT f ^5t? ?f?fR ?R?? C? TO*f? TO^rtfRT^t? fSft ?J?RfC?? SR? 
?lpft i C?lRpl? R? I ?^ftl R1 tj RsfR ?rt7TOftR CftfiRi? 

FiftrS ?? TO* CTOR <4^1^ ftft^ Rf?TORlR? dRbllRva Rl ??, 
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TSof-ifT orrflf <?# ^wsn, ■(>n-W»n %f 

^ I 4? ^ fflil 9ff5f »ff«r ^1? TOS u c^ 

:nf tpp ^ ^ I 

C^ contour survey? ??tW sf^T ?f?I 

^ 'SI s^f? ^ 'ii?* St? ?*sf^rr? c? w^^j( 

^ St3 ?1 I 

TOF^FPt ?#t??rHnr? ?t w?t (?(? 

^?fll 

( > ) ?f?l ?t:?ftr«^ sun’ey T?) ^iT?' I 

(^) ?ft W Tt? ;rt%l M. L. 

A. 'Q M. L. c. CP? ?r5f 5^??'trtT? ^JTT 5reT*f??^'i '9 ■8^-????rr f??r? 

?^1 ^!n?»fT5F I 

(o) spill area ?t%? (T?’9^1 ^?t St? ?f? ^4 «if?? 

?f?r3 ?*?, ?Tr? SI ?»?i ^t?*rT?^ ^?: c? >r?^ ?cw 

?tcf>*i>, SI ?^?i ''!^t?*rr?f I 

( « ) ’9 RsTC'^f? C?^ ?t^n C?‘l ?T?^ffOT ?T«tCRS^ 5tf?S 

TT] r? — c?^q 5[r5i^ rs?) Sfts i 

(g) ?i c>f5 ■^^stc? ?tcs ^ftrtnr ?i rg, st? v?t f?^< 

?;f?r?T3R 2rc^i7 ?c?t -<^ ?^ v?'??" ^?rr? !:fr?tv% i 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker. Sir, 1 be^ to 
move the motion staudiu^^ iii luy name that the tlemaml «»f Kh. M't.tlT.OOO 
under the head.^ ‘'XVII — Irrigation — Workin^'^ Kspens<*H — 18 — Other 
revenue exi)endiiure finance*! from Ordinary KevenueH — 18((1 ) — Other 
Revenue Expenditure financed from Famine Insurance Fund — 19 — 
Construction of Irrig-ation. Navigation. Emhankment and Drainage 
Works — B — Financed from Ordinary ReveiiueM ami fiH — Construction 
of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works” be 
reduced by Rs. KX). The object of the motion is to raise a discussion 
about the continued failure of Government to formulate and adopt a 
comprehensive scheme for the improvement of drainage and irrigation 
in the province and to set up a suitable administrative machinery for 
the same and in particular — 

(«) failure to treat the Irrigation Department as a nation-building 
department free from the limitations of a Commercial 
Department ; 

(6) failure to establish the River Research Laboratory in apite of 
assurances; 
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(c) failure to devise large irrigation and drainage schemes for 

waterlogged, insanitary and declining areas of the province; 

(d) failure to promote and assist local bodies in the execution of 

smaller irrigation and drainage works in pursuance of the 
new policy of decentralization ; and 

(e) failure to make adequate protection for important towns and 

other populous areas from erosion and floods. 

Sir, you know the stupendous failure of the Department in various 
respects and I only j^icked out u few (»f them to draw pointed attention 
thereto. I hardly need any speecli in support of the motion as 1 know 
we are all very much hard pressed for time this morning. I shall only 
briefly refer to the budget figures to point out how repeated assurances 
have been held out in the past and how the Department has signally 
failed to satisfy the public demand and even to act up to their own 
assurances given on previous occasions. 

On page 04 of the Red Ih^ok is shown a list of reductions over the 
original estimates of the current year in the revised Budget estimates. 
You will notice the deplorable admission of failure from items (1), (2), 
{3), (4), etc. These are: — 

(1) ro8t])onement of the scheme for draining the h./x and swamps 

lying to the north of Krishtopur canal. 

(2) lh)s1ponement of the sidieme for widening the bed of the 

Kaliaghye River in the Midnapore district owing to some 
legal difficulties. 

(IB Postponement of the scheme for re*e\<*avation (d the Marjora 
I'/ta! in the Tij»pera di'^trict. 

(4) Postponement or smaller exj)euditure on the Bidyadhari Peali 

si'heme, 

(5) Postponement or smaller expenditure on the River Research 

Institute t)Hiug to the delay in the selection of the site. 

For this a plausible explanation has been suggested as if the 
responsibility is not of the Department in regard to the selection of th« 
site. 

((J) Abandonment on grounds of economy of the scheme for a 
garage attached to Digha Inspection Bungalow, etc. 

In the Budget also we find that no new 'Scheme has been at all 
provided, for it is mentioned that only the'^^'orks in progress are being 
pursued. If you look at pages lo3, 1")4 and l-Vj of the Red Book, you 
will notice that there is hardly any scheme worth the name for which 
money is being provided in.^th# coming year's Budget. Taking up one 
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item for example, the establisliment of an Institute for river research 
in, Bengal it will he noticed that a sum oi Its. dO.OOO Las been provided 
for expenditure in the next \ear although it is e>tiinated that^uearly 
Rs. b lakhs will be recpiiied tor creating thi'- Uiver Uest‘arcli liuboratorv 
and for enabling it \o tiinctiim in a proper onler. Wt‘ do not know 
whether even that would be >p<‘nt becau>e in the current ytuir we find 
that Its. ‘JO, (KM) was j)rovided out ot winch tin* i»robable expenditure 
<luring tlie curitMit xeai i^ supposed to be onl> its. o.DIMI and I inn 
<]oubttul ot even that much being spent. Sir. I do not propose to 
ent(*i into tin* delails. 1 would <uil\ liunibj\ rliaw tlie alP'iition ot tin* 
House and ot tlu* Dt-paitniein lluougli \»»u, Sii. lo m\ obsorval ions on 
the Iiiigation ]ludg<'l tlunng piexioiis yeais aud 1 have praetieallv 
exliausted all the points fhal li.ol to be said in lliis eonueclnm 

! am atiaid it will not do |<*i Ibmgal to b«- letl in iliis position 
trom Near to .\eai 1ml 1 know Ihe llon'ble .Minister. t<u whom I huNc 
tlie dei'pest s\mi>atliN. will tome forward and sa\ that lit* will ti'N his 
best and that he should la* L*i\en a eliaiiee. he lieing new to his olfiee. 

But what 1 want to submit in this loinieetion is tliat although there are 

the otinials ol the department who must ha\e been tunetioning and 
drawing salaiies -sonie ot them t.it >.alanes I am not eonvineed tluH 
tin* deiiaitment is tunetioning juopeil\ Then* is an idlieer (d the 
deliartment — a* \er\ highh placed officer who ought to have coim* 
forward with Well-piepaied sidiem**-. hut bei'ause lie mas be retiring in 
the coiiise oi the next lew months he has been doing nothing but 
thinking toi liim.selt ami tiwing lor anothei jcdi to which lie is seeking 
to be re-emi>loyed. so that he ma\ get a comtorlahio hertli cNcn altei 
his retirement even tiomgh he has signally taih*d in his present joh 
This is the type ot oflii'crs who are now »>onf rtdling the Irrigation 
Department I hojie the Hondde Minister win* is a m*w man in tin* 
line will exercise his intelligence and slud.v in sindi a mariner that he 

ma> not fall an eas\ prey to su<*li designing pers(*ns Imi hold an 

iiidepeiident view and pursue an independent polie\ f*f his own 

Sir, ij(d)(*dy knows more than what mv friend, the Hoirhle Minister, 
does <*f the deea lent cjjnditioii of the <eutial pari of Bengal. *Mimnig as 
he does from the district of Nadia. F(»r the last fjvr \«*ars 1 have been 
er\ing m.Nself Imajso for some such seheme.s being a*b'pt‘Ml whieli would 
give real I’elief to the demideiit aia-as. Sebemes were iliawn uj* h\ l(»eaj 
bodies also liiit, as 1 have already stated, the b>cal bodies weie not 
helped in the matter ol prei>aration of sefiemes be* anise wliile they l»av“ 
no technical knowledge fhe\ have been deprived of all help from the 
technical experts of (j(*Veriiment wlieii a previous SeeretarN shoved oil 
the responsibility of (jovernraent in the matter on to the shoulders of 
the local bodies by the wonderful device of the decentralization scheme. 
That decentralization policy, Sir, baa Jed to the improvement in the 
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sphere of road deyelopment. We hate discovered that decentralization 
has distinctly led to delay in piogress of work. As a matter of fact, 
Sir, when this decentralization policy was first introduced two years 
ago, I did entertain that apprehension. It was then said, Sir, that as 
a result of decentralization smaller schemes could be taken up by local 
bodies and could be proceeded with greater expedition. Our experience 
during the last two years, however, has belied that expectation : rather, 
it has practically confirmed my apprehension that by decentralization 
you will never have progress of work unless Government immediately 
along with the policy of decentralization were prepared to have some 
technical staff allowed to be placed at the disposal of the local bodies to 
help them in pursuing smaller local irrigation schemes. Sir, the whole 
country has been crying for improvement in health, for improved 
conditions of agriculture and improved comunication in rural areas. 
Irrigation stands as the bed-rock for achieving better public health, 
better agricultural conditions and better means of communication 
which can be achieved only if properly drawn-up schemes for irrigation 
of the province can he given effect to. Sii, 1 have iny sympathies for 
the department also, to some extent. I know’ that the department is 
very understaffed for the big problems that it has to deal with and yet. 
Sir, those at the top do not realise their own respon.sihility. I w’ill give 
a simple example. With regard to the establishment of a, river reseaich 
laboratory we were told that until a rivei research biborator\ was 
established it would not be j)ossible for Government to i)ursue any big 
schemes so that it was incumbent on (Joveinment to establish that 
laboratory with as much expedition as j)ossible and promis(‘s were held 
out to do so even before the outbreak of war. But nothing ha> yet been 
done and it is very difficult now t() j>roceed with tin- sedieme because 
mtt(diineries and other equipments are now difficult to obtain. That 
leads to the impossible situation that we cannot juoceed with any bjg 
.schemes without first having established a river re.search laborator\ and 
that a river research laboratory cannot now be established because we 
are in the midst of war. This is a vicious circle. Something must be 
done, Sir, to break this vicious circle. We insist that there should be 
a thorough revision of the w'hole irrigation programme of Government. 
Even after the river research laboratory is established, it may take 
years before scientific men w’ould be able to come forward with definite 
recommendations based on important data which it would require some 
time to collect. Sir, I do not know* what Government intend to do in 
the circumstances. Important schemes like the Hooghly-Howrah 
Flushing Scheme of Central Bengal which are real irrigation improve- 
ment schemes have been held up and even minor khemes have not been 
proceeded with although I know that as far back as in 1937 some such 
schemes for Nadia and Mursbidabad were drawn up and placed for 
examination before respective g superior officers of Government. I 
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suggest that some of those schemes should be takes up now and that 
we should not allow the war or any other exigency that may arise 
isfniediately now or in future to stand in the way of our pursuing some 
measures which will bring relief to the country and for this ffhrpose 
all the various aspects of our irrigation problems referred to in (a), 
(6), (c), (d) and (e) of my motion should receive consideration at the 
hands of the present Ministry. 

With these observations, Sir, I commend my motion to the aci'ept- 
ance of the House. 

Mrs. NELLIE SEN GUPTA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, H is very 
trying to sit in this closed chamber when the cooling plant lias failed. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am sorry, Mrs. Sen (lupin, I am 
quite heli)le8s in the mutter. What little I could <lo 1 have done by 
opening all the doors and windows in the up]>er part ot the Chamber. 

Mr. M. A. F. HIRTZEL. Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 1 shall only 
.say one or two words on this subject. Wliih* acknowledging the 
entliusiasin ol J)r. Saiiyal tor thi*' >uhje< t I can oril_\ u isli that the 
same enthusiasm wert* demonstrated h\ other memh«*is of this House. 

I would only add that I think it will he very unbound in prini'iplc if 
this H ouse makes atta* ks ot the .sort that J)r. .'san\al Io'h thought fit to 
make on the permanent othcials of (i<iveriimcnt , 

1 submit. Sir. the ultimate i<‘‘<i)onsihilit\ icsis n(>l on the perniancnt 
oHicials of the defiaitment. The ultimate resjmnsihilitN rests upon the 
Ministers and the members of this Ilouso to see that their duties to the 
piildic are prop(‘rl> dis<diarged. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr l>epiit> Speaker, Sir. 1 did 
not ca.«t any reHtM-uon on Kuropean offnaMs hut on an Indian oHieer, 

Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI; Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Hs. l()r expenditure under the head 

etc. — Irrigation” be reduceil h\ Us KMt. The object ot the motion is 
to raise a di.scussion about — 

(1) the failure of the (iovernmeut in giving eflect to the Mour 

scheme in the di.striet of Birbhum, and 

(2) the failure of the (tovernment in deepening and extending 

the Bakreswar ( anal. 

Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: Sir, 1 beg (o move that the demand 
of Rg. f13,9T.(K)U for expenditure under the head “XVII, etc. -—Irriga- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100. The object ot the motion i.s to raise a 
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dkcussioD about 'failure of Government to make any effective scheme 
to drain out rain water even of Contai and part of Sarpai basins, for 
many years allowing the people |o be ruined for ever (district Midha- 
pore, 'Contai subdivision, C'ossye division). 

Sir, I also beg to move that the demand be reduced by Rs. 100. The 
object of the motion is to raise a discussion to draw the attention of the 
(iovernment to take up the Kaliaghai Scheme and to finish it before the 
rainy season to avoid flood, not to throw away the scheme on the flimsy 
ground of law and to save the poor j)eople ot Contai from devastations 
of flood to make the Irrigation Department to be a little bit careful 
before every rainy >ieason by nay of making special arrangement to 
guard the DdmJhs. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Sir, I beg to move that the 
demuml of Rs. dd,ff7,t)00 for exi)enditur(* under the head “XVll. etc. — 
Irrigation" be rediiecil b\ lU. 100. The object of the motion is to 
raise a discussion about the following: — 

(1) Failure of the (iovernment to give effect t(» th(‘ scheme regard- 

ing the (iiimli emhankiiHMit in tin* district of Ti])pera witfj 
a view to prevent annual hreaelies iu the embankment 
causing destruction oi crops ovt‘r a large aiea. 

(2) roHtjMmement of the scheme loi tlie re-excavation of the 

Marjot 4 » Kfnil in th(‘ district ot Tippera, provision for which 
was made in the budget ot the \ear 1041 -4‘J 

(d) Postpimtumuit ot the .selu'me loi draining* the ////v a!id swamps 
l\ing to tile m)rtfi of the Kristojmi (’anal, provision for 
which was made in (he hudgel (d 1041-42 

(4) Deepening of the liver Titas in the district ot Tipjiera in many 
jilaees espe(’iall\ near Akhaura. 

Sir, 1 heg to submit that tfo‘ scheme regaidiug the (Tiimti Embank- 
ment has been hanging fire for the last 100 years although we have 
been crying Imar.se and cr\ ing in vain. 

Rai Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
the demand ot Us. dd.!)7,000 tor i'Xjiendlluie under the head “XVII, 
etc. — Irrigation" be reduced f»y Rs. 100. The object of the motion is 
to raise a diseusvinn about (he Ghuiii-Jatragaehi Scheme in the district 
of 24-Uarganas. 

Thf Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Sir, almost all the 
movers have complained about the lack of poli(‘y, lack of any planned 
scheme and the lack of staff for executing even the meagre schemes 
that we have at present. Sir, in view of the criticism that might be 
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made ajjaiint (Jovei inneut and in vit*\v ot‘ tlio ‘i]>eec]\eN that ini^lit he 
delivered, 1 have prepared a spee<-h niV'^elt. I Mill rend f»iit that 
‘Speech before tlie llou^e ainl I think jn\ triends Mill K‘ satisfied about 
the poliey of t'.e tiovennnent Mhieh lia*. been reaehed allt'r mature 
fleliberation 

Sii. in mtoiii^ \\\\^ demand tor the lrrij 4 ati<m I feel I must 

jemiml the H<m-e lliaf m had fio band in ttaminj^ tbi'. budjiiM a bieb 

bad been planned and '•eltled b\ out JtredeeeHHUis m dKiee. \\’ll!iin tile 
hIioiI tiim- Me bad at eut di^po^al, it Ma> imt pia-lieable UiOnale anv 
ladieal aiieiatuMi^ ui tbi" bndnet Miiieb has tt» be presented, a^' it was 

ttamed undei rbi* -baddM ot tbi*. L'f«‘a! Mat Mbnb tlaK'il on the h'ai 

Ka^tein tidiif The tiiiamaal impli* at inn*> fd the biid^o l a** a m lode 
lone already been explained at lehi.’tb li\ m\ Mojtby ((dlea;^m*, tbe 
lldii ble b'lnaioe Mini^tei. and 1 need nut fepeat them be\ uml sa\in}4' 
lliat Me Ion t‘ been (•'n>nained tur uant ul IniuU lo dra^neallv eiiitail 
I'Ui pi lej-i a m me e} m M expendiluie diinn;: tlie ((vminii year W hile 
Ihm liuld" u(,,)d (tt i:.e budjiet a-' .i u bole, aiiutbei iiii pui ( ,i ii i iaetur 
Mbieb lia*' ■'peiialK allei led ;ul\em<d\ tbe man\-^lde(| beltefo’Ul! 
aetivines ul tbm n at o-n- bn i Id i nu ilepatlmeril cd Mbob 1 am in i bar/^-e, 
m the u-iadnai depleliun (d uin 'iip*Miuj ^|att in euiiNeij iiein t* (d tbe 
de pn t a f lull uf tOli tlallud alol expeijeiieed eXeMinve eiimneei' tu meet 
tIm- imiea-'lim (lemaml tul elmllleiriim '•elVO-ev Id] ibe >10 ( e^.^i 111 
JUuxiUtlun id ibe M.l! I'Ul!! ul ''Ul Ixeilltui Ijl L! 1 M ee I > . mIiu Melt' 
l'jnupean*>. luol tu be jeloNid I'O ,etiv» inliltaiv dots at llo- bepiimin^- 
id tbe Mai. and iwu iinoe (d utii -ehoi! ufloem Mitb a laii^e nnmbfr uf 
tiained olio ej.> and "Ubuidinale- bad fu be pfai ed at tbe dmpusal fd 
the (lovernment (d India in (uiuieitom Mitb tbe dtdem »* u ui k In 
eon^eijlienee nutiual .o'n\ilie>. .d tbe depattnotd bad tu bt* i in tailed 
to xinte extent, aioi I am alraid it Mill be neee>>.ii\ tu iiirtail ibem 
iurtbei a^ tlie MJI ])I u;rjfs>e> If Mill liuMexei, be my endia\uUl t«> 
>ee that neither tIm Murks Mbolt bad .dieadv been eummeioed. nut 
“Ueb noM Muik> a> aie imperatr.eh iit^oml an- pot idt a> till uh 
praetieable. 

The House Mill HUM lealme m b > unlv Imu jo m uorks have been 
}ilovi<led t(»r in tiie next yeai bud^'et Tbe>e tMu SI beme> ba\e been 
.selected because uf tbeir imjM iative iiiuoio \ One ut tbe>e Mbieb has 
been provided tor in tbe Irri;ratiun bu<lt»el ainm at the imjnu\emeiit id 
tbe draiiia^'’e ui the noitbern hil area oi tbe Ma<lan])Ui /iil Houti* in tbe 
district ot Faridjiui. tor Mbnii tb«*rc i'. a Iceun aiol iiismti-nt local 
demand. Freijuent (omplaints ueie made b\ tbe local people about 
serious draiuaj?e ((ui^^estioii in tbi" area and His Excellency the 
Governor in reply to the addre-i>e> [nesented to him at Faridpur on 
the 24th July. HMd. informed the loeal pulilie that a .scheme to 
eliminate or reduce drainag^e congestion in this area had been under 
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been designed to remore this standing complaint of the local people 
who have been suffering very much both physically and materially on 
account of water-logging which is a menace to their health and to 
agriculture, in particular to paddy and jute in the Northern Bil areas 
which remain under water for the major part of the year. As the boat 
communication is the only communication in the locality it will be 
benefited by the scheme which will afford facilities for navigation also, 
providing as it does, for both drainage and navigation channels. The 
scheme was drawn up after a detailed contour survey. The estimated 
expenditure for the work during 1942-43 is Ils. 10,000. 

The other new scheme provided for in the budget under the head 
“Loans and Advances” — advances under special laws is the Panipia 
scheme drawn up with the object of affording relief to the drainage con- 
gestion in the (Vuitai subdivision of the Midnapore district. The scheme 
is iniperalivel> urgent in view ot the pressing need tor relief to the 
drainage condition as the late Hon'ble Minister in charge of the 
lievenue Deiiartment saw for himself in August, 1940, when the floods 
were at their highest. The scheme was at first drawn up under the 
provision of the Bengal Agricultural and Sanitary lmj>rovement Act 
(Act VI ol 1920). But the dilatory procedure as provided under this 
Act is unsuitable to meet the exigency of the situation when speed is 
an ull-important factor. It has, therefore, been decided to take up 
the bcheme under the Embankment Act. Tlx^ estimated co^t of the 
scheme is approximately Bs. U lukh> <»! which Ks. 10,000 will be 
required for expenditure during 1942-43. 

Among the new works which were i)rovided for in the current year’s 
budget, tlu‘ following are worth mentioning: — 

(1) Improvement of the Bemorta Khnl in the district of Khulna. 

(2) Excavation of a chord cut from the old Kumar river to the 
Fpper Kumar river for imprt>vement of the Lower Kumar river in the 
Faridpur district. 

(3) Improvement of the Dhuraug Khal in the Chittagong district. 

(4) Tlie Bidyadliari-Peali scheme in the district of 24-Parganas for 
the relief of drainage congestion in the south and south-east of Calcutta. 

(5) Draining the hiJs and swamps lying to the north of the 
Kristopur (hinal tDluini-datragacdn .schenu' — 24-Parganas district). 

(b) Improvement of the Karnapara Khal in the di.strict of Dacca. 

(T) Improvement of the Marjora Khal in the district of Tippera. 
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• (8) Establishment of a River Research Institute in Bengal, about 
which my friend Dr. Sanyal has spoken just now. 

Of these the scheme for the improvement of the Marjora Khal in 
the Tippera district has been abandoned, as after further investigation 
and survey thivS scheme has been found to be technically unsound. 1 
beg further to inform the House that the scheme for draining the hih 
and swamps lying to the north of the Kristopur Canal (Ohuni-Jatra- 
gachi scheme) has l>een postp(»ned owing to the Corporation of Calcutta 
not having completed the const ruet ion of their dry weather flow channel 
for the drainage of sullage of Calcutta, which is to serve us the outfall 
of the proposed scheme. 

Tlie work*, in connection with the rest t>l the schemes have, however, 
been started <tnring the current year and turtloT provisions for their 
progress as well as for the progress and com])lction in some cases of 
other schemes started during tlie j>revious years such as the improve- 
ment of the Aurora KhnI in the H<»oghl\ district, improvement of the 
Toll>'s Nala in the *J4-Parganas distiict, flood proteetiiui in the riglil 
bank of the Daniodai river, in the Hurd wan district, drainage of the 
Ilhcdra /ill in th(* Xatore Suhilivisioii of tile Uujshahi district, reclaim- 
ing tin* silted-up Madhumati river in the Kliulna district, contour 
survey of NcTrili Jlengal and diversion of the Xoakhali h'futl in the 
Xoakhali district have been made in the budget for the next year. Of 
all the new schemes on which work has been started this year the sidieiue 
for the establishment of a River Re.seareh Institute in Hengul is most 
impoitant and 1 sliall deal with it later. 

The total provision for work.s including surveys in progress in the 
next year’s luidget is Rs. o.Hft.titM) as against the current year's budget 
grant of Rs. o.81,0(Mi. In addition to this sum there is a further 
provi.sioii of Rs. r)0,(K)0 for grant-in-aid to the District Boards in 
furtherance of the new policy of decentralisation which was inaugurated 
by the late Ministry for execution of comparatively small projects of 
purely local importance in accordance with the new policy of decen- 
tralisation. I have not been long enough in office to express a definite 
opinion on the new policy beyond saying that although several District 
Boards have come forward w'ith their schemes the response has not been 
as satisfactory as was expe^cted, and that w'ant (►f competent staff 
trained in Irrigation and allied subjects has also hampered the 
fluccesaful prosecution of this policy. In view of the important facts 
mentipned above which have a vital lieuring on the success of the 
scheme, a reconsideration of the whole matter afipears Ui be called for. 

As regard.*' other items of expenditure, viz., maintenance and 
repairs, tools and plant, establi.shment, both voted and charged, 
suspense, etc., provisioiift have been made in the next year’s budget 
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oUktiy in a.conlan.-e with the nonnal requirement.^ of the department. 
exeepMun er he Inmd "Maintenahee and Repair.- „here a inerel^^^^ 
..vmn.n o al.out R... lakl. over the nor.nal ,.ant has been 1 ! 
f<ir ,si)e(ial rejiairs to the Anderson Weir of the On. I r i 



• '* •* 'liylil 'aii.ilioii line (<i noinial piowtl, in iljo 

l>rovisii,n ((]! e.lahli'hmeni rhari'c. V . i i 

.1 , • , , .'o piovision ha. I.een 

, ""V -M-Minuu. on, ot the (Jo^etotnen, 

'-I t"> rNpen, Inure .,ut of ,|„. 

::::::: - - 

iU:::''-,.;": " 



^ . I I ' tint <11 til ( <uii III uii i( .1- 

talon .,n,| tron, ,l,e 

,,n,|!!.V 'i';;," "i" I .he 

" 'h—.-e I.U, I.,n,i o:il ' 

«.IP 10 all, el, .!„. liniU l„.,.eif „„ inn ,l„. , let,.. "ol",'!,',' 

"i.iMiiheenl met .t.leni. •■||,. ,, lo, hie l.ot.' ante, the 

IniKalnin l)epa,ln,enl ( ■onini iitie. I'Mil, , , , 

'll" "I ItenenI nod thel, the heai,^lnd 

X.'or^ li— .0 the pn.t been .tnenla.-lv 

"*J.I" l'd . I he lomnntt.-e nii^-hl have e„ne Inilhe, and added tl,,'t 

rT-;' "i-'ivet.and .he,rd..,riholarie.^a^ m 

"hannels h,m. been ilelihetalel, .n.e.te.ed w„h a. in the ea.e ,d ,h' 

HHr.hnKe Httdpe l a |n,„ ,l,e deta.Ied di.en.sion about 

h eons roe non brol,.., par.ieulatl, ..eletema. to the Jlar.linie 

_ X'. m «.iot to sa,\ that the eon.trueiion of the ruihva\ and other 

hr.dx..s as ,one to a vet, «rea, extent in retar.iio, th.. work of irr ' . 

‘ "nil'hx.l.t of the problem tnv.dved in the resuseitafion of the dead 
.1 ,1 d,M«K rivers of Heoiral, Tlie misehief whieh a net-work of railwav 
lies un.l roads with an .....itHeient number ot inade<iuate waterwavs 

reviv T J--“' 'i"«l>le liefore the main rivers can be 

revived and made to function as in the days of vore. This is bv no 
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nieiius ail easy task wliich is reii»lere<l all Hie more ditlioult h\ reason 
of the fact that our inajiu’ ii\eis on which depend all the rest •f the 
lesser waterwa\>s, traH'-eond all political houiidaries. Since oui major 
livers originate in ainl flow throuuli ihc hmiferinj: Provinces ami States 
tor coiisideraldc len'.’th'' it i> clear their etiiiicnt i'onservation il(»es m»t 
depend on our ctiort aI«oic hut on tiu* co-or<linatcd cnoits of all the 

Provima's and States Ivin;; within their eafrlinient hasitrs !lirou;;h tin* 
aprenev of 1 ntei-l'rovim ial (n^^ani^atinn" Kvt'ii a^ re;ratd's river" whirh 
lie entirel\ within (he lundet" n| Helical the\ luo^tU depend »'ii these 
major rivio's lor then "iippK .nid then re"Us<it.il um and i'on"«T\ at ion 
Would o})\ioli"l\ he inipO""il»le utile"" the paieiif ehaiim'l" edilhl he 
cHieientlv eon"er\ed It will, iheieton. he elear that the pKthleni has 
to he atlaekeil both on the 1 utei - Pi o\ noia ! and Piovimial lioiit" In 
lai t the loiMiei is mote import. Hit a" tlie "idutn»n ol e\eu iliosr aspects 
of flood and other pr<>hleni" whnh can he deali with wiihin the P)o\in* 
eial sphfie. "in h a" i ni pr lo eitieiit .»t t !o spill < haniod". provisions o) 
spill ar<-a". et< . i" not !'k(\ to hi "tn'<""lul in (he Ioiil: inn unless 
"ini II 1 ta rieoU"] \ steps .ire lai.i n ihroiioh ihe aoenev of llo e liitei- 
Plovtlnia! ( ’olntiijssiof," t.i s!..p the mi"' hi*’ at H- "Oiil'c. \u, 

niininii'iiiii llo i.ii* of rnn-oti .lud "*iil tjenud.ition ulioii are etadiialiv 
on the tin lease owiiio [.i mtetisiv** atol ottni not !"< ri in i ti.it e ih'.iftore' 

sfatnni in t he * ah Imien: lia'iii', pivmi.' U' ^'i::hei and h':.’hio floods, 

mole and nioje*s!h <h<'k!i.;.’ llo- riv*n ‘haiitieis atol less aiol !*•"> diy 
weather thiw wit!) d’',ister oil" . oli'eii in m *• t** ll-e .III a lhe\ tiavelse 

W’e, thelelote. atta<!i llitpoltaioe to t to* I tl I e I - Pi o\ l li < I a 1 

aspei t" of our iiviu piohhiiis ami 1 am 'jhol to hi alih- to inlorni fhe 

House that .1 eori'ldetahle plo;ji*ss lits . die. i*l\ heeii mad*' towards 

const itut in«r a Commissioji 1<» *le.d witi* the p!.diniaj)U! ra ami Mej/lina 
livei" ami th'ir trihutaric" and anolhei t** deal with the t».in;:es and 
her trihutaji**" In fact as r-e^Mrd" t!ie toinmr. on re**opl of ilefinite 

jriopos.ds ai;jeed to liv the ( iov ei n nieu t s of lieno.d and Assam, a 

1*011 lereln e of I ejUesellt.lt J\ C" <*( Pr*»\!ri(es .md Stvit*’" loneeim-d was 
convened in (hileutta In i he ( iovei rirnent of India in .lanuatv last under 
the (diairmaiiship of Hon hie .'sir Fero/.e Kliari \oon which I had the 
privileof ro attend. It was deinle*! at thi" eoulejeme that tlie 
piaiposed (’ommission shouhl h* i *insl it uteil h\ inntu.d a;:reenienf 
amonjr the par ti*’ipatin;r Piovimes and States am! that r. should 
eousist of twm ^e«•lioJls. viz., an Advjsoiv Coiiio d loiisistino- of teehnical 
expert*^ and a (iovei uin^** hod> eorisistintr of .Mini"(<*is ami Chief 
Administrative (Mticeis of .States comer ned to *onft'd the jadii \ and 
fiuanee , 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Are yrm ijuile hure of your atate- 
mentP 
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Tht Hofi’bl# Mr. SHAMtUODIN AHMED: Yea. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA tANYAL. Sir Feroze Ehan Noon said there 
definitely that the scheme could not be taken up because your Chief 
Engineer was not ready with the scheme. It was a scandalous affair. 

Tht HOfl’bIt Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Whatever Sir Feroze 
Khan Noon has said you might have heard 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Please do not read out things 
which are not true. 


The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: You have got the 
habit of internipiing persons. 1 am not in the habit of reading out 
an untruth. Please listen. 

Jt was also decided that I should serve C'hainnan, and the Chief 
Engineei’, Ilengal, us Secretary of another ('ontcrence of repre'^eiitatives 
of l*rovince8 and States whicli we are to convene shortly tor considera- 
tion of the terms of agreement, a draft of which has sim*e been 
prepared by the (diief Engineer and is now under examination in my 
dei)urtment. 1 hope to be able to constitute this (‘ominission in the 
<*ourse of tlie coming year. 

Regarding the (langes Commission the report of the Interim 
Coinmitte(‘ appointed by the (Jovernments of Bengal, Bihar and United 
provirn'cs with the object of drawing up the neces.sary constitution and 
functions is now pending Wfore tlie (iovernmeiit. Owing to certain 
difficulties which have arisen it is pn»])osed to deter further action till 
after the Hruhmaputra-Meghna Rivers Commission has been consti- 
tuted when, with a precedent t(» guide us, those difficulties are likely 
to be solved. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYYAL: W ill you take the opinion of 
the House before you constitute the Brahmaputra Commission? We 
are definitely of opinion that this .should not be constituted. 

The Hon'ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Referring to those 
aspects of our River problems on which action coaid be taken within 
the Provincial sphere the first requirement was to collect the essential 
data so that we can proceed on scientific lines. With this object in 
view (ioverninent, with the approval of this House, have undertaken 
extensive contour surveys. Surveys in Eastern and Central Bengal 
have already been completed and as I shall mention later, many com- 
prehensive Irrigation and Land Flushing projects have been prepared. 
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Surveys in North Bengal are now in progress. As a result of the 
surveys already made the following schemes have been Already 
prepared : — 

Estimated cost 
(Approximate). 

Rs. 

1. Howrah-Hooghly Flushing and Irrigation Scheme 

(districts Hooghly, Howrah and Burdwan) 3,10,00,000 

2. Moor Reservoir scheme — a purely Irrigation Scheme 

(districts Murshidahad, Birbhum and Burdwan) 3,00,47,000 

3. Darkeswar Reservoir project — a purely Irrigation 

Scheme (district Baukura) 1,14,10,000 

4. Central Bengal Flushing Scheme (di.siricts Murshida- 

bad and Nadia) ... ... 47,45,000 

5. Satkahonia Irrigation Scheme (tlistrict Burdwan) . , 4,40,000 

0. l)()l(»ng Bil I)rainag<‘ Schtune (districts 24-Parganas 

and Khulna) . ... ... 0.17,0(M) 

7. Datbhanj^i Bil Drainage Scheme (districts 24-Par- 

ganas ivnd Khulna) . , 1,73,000 

8. Improvement of drainage and navigation of the 

Northern Bil areas ot tlie Madarijuir Bil Route 
(district Farid j>ur) !t7,000 

0. Panipia drainage scheme in the Contai subdivision of 

the Midia])ore dintiict ... 1,50, 000 

Of these the last mentioned two mdiemes have been j>rovide(l for in 
the budget for the next year a.s already stated. The remaining s<*heme» 
are under the consideration of Government, 

During the pendency of the war with uncertain market conditions 
and with so many restrictions on the sale ami transport c»f materials 
it will hardly be practicable t<> take up the construction of these major 
itcheme.s of development which are so urgently necessary to ameliorate 
the present deplorable condition in the variou.s parts of Bengal and 
which b\ the way, can he made to pay their own way unclnr.the 
}»rovisions of the Bengal Development Act. But it is necessary to 
prepare them in detail, complete all the preliminaries which will take 
considerable time, and keep them ready for execution, so that there 
may not be any avoidable delay in launching a comprehensive construc- 
tion programme soon after the war is over. Thi.s will also W helpful in 
finding employment for thousands tif men now employe<l in various war 
activities but who will he thrown out of employment after the war is 
ended, thus creating a serious problem which the Government will 
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otherwise find if difficult to sol\5f. But with gradually increasing 
deinuriMs on our already inadequate trained sfaft hv the Government of 
India in conne(‘fion with defence my department In finding it more and 
more difficult tf» continue its activities in this diiectiou. The I{(Uise 
will no doubt agree that in the present abnormal situation the rcfpiire- 
ineuTs of defence should be given the first prioril\ but, subject t<> tliis 
limitation, I can assure the ifous(- that all Jiceessaiv steps will Ik* 
tjiken to n»ake these Developnictit srhemcs read\ ioi' executinn with the 
least possible dela\ . 

Anotloo' itii|K)T tatif prelinnnai \ is t*, (*stablish a lliver Ht'^e.iieh 
Instilule III Bengal Bengal uas eieated ;nid iioiiiished b\ hej nveis 
thiough eeiituiies She owfd her aiicirnl pi(isj»ent\ inailiK tu he] 
niagnitierii f Bi\er s\*t«*m ,ind hei prc'eni dee.idenir in sfMu.ii p.i’t- 
is due 1* then d«*tei i<»r.i1 om It i^. thendotc, teU only to liei wmi 
inteiest that she should ha\ea iull\ ef|Uipj)cd I list it iil i‘ u hn o i esi-;ii i h, - 
on llo' sull|eet (li BlXcl M>Usrl\aii(\ ooilld he (oltdU'’e(l on '•'I'li I , ;i' 
lines hlM h.iVinc' legatd l«i l.tige »i\ei nilh‘;igr uhoh sho posNfsM-., , 1 ^ 
eotiipared uith her sj^r. it is j diit\ .tio' idd'LMtion ulu'-li u ■ tiUi t i 
el\ j!i/;il 10)1 ,)v It 1 ^ onl\ h\ such icsc.ih hr- ih.il liUMKUi Ivliou IrilL^e oil 
the siihii-'t c;in ad\anee Besides, .md this i- jirihaps iiioie in/[)oit,mt 
from the jMonl id \ie\\ of the ta\-pa\<‘i. to nisiiir shiccess mI the 
juiiposals |ife|ian'(| 1»\ (Oii lAimiirris. (o-tino \asi sim,,’ ,,} nioiie\ !»v 
i!er»‘ssa?\ adaplatuui and ehmni.ilion ot su* h nt them a* eaiiiiot h-Mi 
the smulili\ ot t(‘st. it is \rl\ nerrs^jjv in thr nileiesf lit eeoihOiiv. to. it 
sUrh pioposals should lils| hr ir-lrd h\ models m ihc [siopo-rd Iii'litute 
at .( Itifliiig eos| hetfor tiiev ate takmi UJ» toi rxetutom. The Ho:is(‘ 
has iilirad\ appioxrd of thr pi(*posal lo rstiihlish .i l{i\ri Besrai' h 
Insfiitilr in Bengal hill, iiii 1 ( 0 1 un.itrl \ . ov\ing to ih, ditlnuhv ot 
pioelliing ihr sc)vir(‘s ot a suit.ihlr Itiirtho to take iliaior ot Ilic 
(lislitule it eonld m»t he stalled dining the eutient \e.ir X(Mrssa!\ 
pieliminaiv work ha>, however. Immoi talooi U|» and in eoiisultaiion with 
111, N. K. Bose ot tile INinjah Institute a site on t]ie Ban aekpi'i e I’runk 
Road has hemi fiiiall\ seleeied 1 hope to he able li) siaif the Institute 
dui ing t he tiext \ eai , 

Sir, 1 have not been long mmugh in iittiee to bi' able to say whether 
tlw* jadiry whieh govtoiis anil regulates the man\ -sided activities of tlie 
De}i«i;Unenl calls for an> change In '^peaking ol the pndilenis whiih 
this |)ep;4l meiif ha> to deal with if is customar\ to speak ot tire liealth 
and eeonomie jtrosjjgrits ot the people at the same breath. This is 
natural, seeing that the deejine in agriculture winch is the mainstay of 
Bengal has been accompanied by an increase in the incidence of malaria 
whiidi takes a heavy annual tidl ot human life and debilitates the nation. 
This aspect of the problem was stressed with great emphasis by Dr. 
Bentley who saw a close and casual connection between a rise and sj^read 
of malaria and agricultural decline in the province and .suggested flush or 
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inunilation irrigation during the flood season as a reineii> tor thi-^ social 
and econoniio disease. This view did not find support with the (i(»vern- 
m^nt of the day nor witli their teehnieal experts who. in the authori- 
tative opinion ot Sir William Wille(»cks, had tried every s\st?m ot 
iirigation otlier than tlie sastrin of '’overflow ” irrigation whirli tlie 
latter opined was the ancient s\stem ot irrig^ation so well suited to tlie 
condition'' (d Bengal. In the »)pinion ot tliis great engineer who has 
spent ili^ whole lifetime (*n irrigati<m wiu’lv^ and in irrigated <'ouiUiies 
this ancient s\>tem of overflow irrigation alone is capable of bringing 
ba(‘k tilt* (dd j>rospt‘rit\ of tiie <'ountr\ b\ cionbaling malaria and 
en-'iiring a rich harvest <»} fiv)i and nee — Iwe princij)al itiMiis in (he 
dietar\ of llo' Bengal pea^anlix. laM no* (juote (he e.\act wawds ot Sir 
William : — 

"That the ancient iriigation of Bengal is alone capable ot biinging 
back the old pro^perit^ ol the c(uintry ampl\ bunie out b\ what has 
hu]>]>ened in the last seventy >ears. 'Ihe Irrigation Department has 
tri(‘d it^ hand at ever.\ kiml ot Irrigation e\ce])t tlu* ancient iriigation 
The lesuliing poverty id sidl. destniction of fish, introduct i(»n cd 
malaiia and c(Ujge>tirm ot the rivers have stalked the canals and banks; 
and the country is strewn toda> with the w'recks ot useh'ss and harmful 
woIk^ Let a it'tuin be made to the amient irrigation ot Bengal; and 
the countiy will he tomh<‘d a-' with a magician’s wand, tnid >oui 
amient jiro^peVitx will ])e at \our ver\ doors. This will be so hecaust^ 
th(‘ ancient inag^ition (d Bengal was flood irrigation am! not perennial 
iriigation. as I have shown in paragia])h d2 ot niv siM-ond leelure 
Youi verv liveis aie i-ousing \ou to action. The (iaiigi's has weaiied <d 
the engineei.s doing nothing to (rain it and has trained itselt. It has 
put life into its old waterways Pakt' its aeiion as a summons Irom 
Heaven, enter upon \our rn h heiitage ot w ell-alig’iied and well-jdaced 
canals, iinil mav (iod be witli vou in all >ou do.” 

This is essentiallv what is known as a "benefaction” measure, and 
this was exactlv what Dr Beiitlev advoiated as being sjieeio)!', suited 
to the conditions of Bengal w liere malaria stalks high with sfeadv and 
gradual decline in agricultuie and ihe economie romlition of tin* jmopje 
1 am soirv to sav that this beiiehcial measure which was so slniiigl.v 
recommended h\ two great and rejmted author ities -ome on malaria 
and public health and the nilier <m irrigation, did not leeeive iIm* 
amount (d attention it deserved at the hands ot the (iovernmeiit gf ihe 
da\. It shall be my endeavour to see how far tiiis line of aj^lioii eaii 
be made to fit in with the programme of lural reeonstrm flon. This 
might involve a new orieination. it not, a new change of the | oiiev 
which haft hitherto been followed in the matter o| irrigation, in that 
it would involve a greater degree ol co-onli nation of the nation -building 
activities of Government than has hitherto been practicable. As I have 
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already submitted before, it bas not been possible for me to chalk out and 
formulate a definite policy in the matter and 1 am not in a position to 
make a definite commitment with#egard to it, though I have no hesita- 
tion tb say what is, in my opinion, the correct method of approach. 

> %■ 

Dr. NALINAKSHA tANYAL: May I remind the Hon'ble Minister 
that the question will be put at 10-30? 

TIM Hoil’bit Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Please allow me 
to finish. 

Before I conclude I beg to say that with the danger of war now 
looming large before this country with the fall of Singapore and also 
with the fall of Rangoon, the situation for Bengal and Bengalees is 
perilous and the people of Bengal long unaccustomed to the hearing of 
the booming of guns and long unaccustomed also to undergo the hard- 
ships, travails and sufferings that follow in the wake of a present-day 
w’arfare. The unarmed and untrained crores of once tardy and 
proHi)erous Bengal population are })assing their anxious da>s and nights 
in fear of an actual invasion by a foreign power. No ojie knows when 
the people of (hilcutta w'ill hear the roar of aerojilaiies and the droj)i)iiig 
of bombs from those planes which would cieate havoc and destruction 
on the peo])le of Bengal and no one can realise the still more anxious 
situation through which the j)eople of ('liittagong are ^ passing their 
days and awaiting any moment an actual invasion b> land. Sir, placed 
as we are in this daikgerous situation it is ditticult for me to la\ before 
you any fresh programme of (amstructive scheme just at present or to 
make any definite promise of early execution ot those big juojects that 
are now under examination. What 1 pi(t])o^e i^ that I shall tr\ to 
examine the seheme 1 have tidd \oii and (iovenimeiit would ti\ to 
jjush forward a s(‘heme wherein the future of Bengal, the Bengal of 
our dream wherein there would he ii<» sc(tj)e to think in leims ot i-om- 
munities and eomjmrtments and wherein again the mighty livers would 
jday their prominent part in shaping the destiny ot the nation and the 
half-clad, ill-fed, nialaria-sti icken Ibngal }>easantr\ would be the 
most bap])>, eoiitented ainl prospenois {wasanti) ever weie iv)neeived 
of by the introduction ot a planned s\stem ot irrigation. 1 know our 
path is strewn with difficulties but with eonfidence and eourage and 
with the a(‘tive help and eo-operatioii of the population of the provinee 
and with the help of Providenee we shall he aide to make Bengal as 
prosi'terous and healthy, wealthy as it was in the da\s of yore. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 will now put the motions to vote. 

The motion of Maulvi Ahmed Ali Mri<lha that the demand of 
Re. 33,97,000 for expemliture under the heatls “XVII, etc. — Irriga- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 
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The motion of Mr. Harendra Nath Dolui that the demand )>f 
Ra.^ 33,97,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII, etc. — Irriga* 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of 
Rb. 33,97,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII, etc. — Irriga- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Ahmed Ali Mridha that the demand of 
Rs. 33,97,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII, etc. — Irriga- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Sharat Chandra Mukherji that the demand of 
Rs. 33,97,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII, etc, — Irriga- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Iswar Chandra Mai that the demand of 

Rs. 33,97.000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII, etc. — Irriga- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Iswar Chandra Mai that the demand of 

Rs, 33,97.000 for exi>en(liture under the heads “XVII, etc. — Irriga- 
tion” be reduced by R**. KHI, was then put and lost. 

The ni(»tion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand of 
Rs. 33.97,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII. etc. — Irriga- 
tion” be reduced by Rs lOO, was then put and lost. 

The Motion of Rai vSaliib Anukul (1)an<lra Das that the demand 

of Rs. 33.97.000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII, etc.— 

Irrigation” be reduced by Rs. HtO, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon'ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed that a sum 
of Rs. 33.97,000 he granted for expenditure under the heads “XVII 
— Irrigation ^\’orking Kxpenses IS — Otlier Revenue Kxi>enditure 
financed from Ordinary Revcnue.s- J,S( I )— Other Revenue Expenditure 
financed from Famine Insurance Fund — 19— Constmetion of Irriga- 
tion, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Woi ks—B— Financed 
from Ordinary Revenues and OH — (Construction of Irrigation, Naviga- 
tion, Embankment and Drainage Works”, was then put and agreed 
to. 


50— Civil Works and 81— Civil Works not ohargod to Revenue. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor I bc^g to move that a sum 
of Rs. 1,43,04.000 be granted for expenditure under the heads “'>0— 
Civil AVork.s” and “81— Civil Works not charged to Revenue”. 

Sir, 1 may mention that this figure excludes a sum of Rs. 1I,98,0(XI 
on account of charged expenditure so that the t(»tal budget estimate 
comes to Rs. 1 , 00 , 02 , <KK) inclusive of establishment charges on Civil 
Works. 
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* Mfi MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZs Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Bs. 1,43,G4,0(K) under the head “50 — Civil Works” be reduced by 
Rr. 100. Tlie object of the nation in to raise a discussion about the 
policy and principle of the Government in regard to this master and 
about the grievance.s of .the Muslims in cs>nnection with the direct 
recruitment as well as promotion in the department and other matters. 

Sir, under this head our revenue receipt for 1942-43 is Rs. 3(),82,000 
while our budget estimate for the year 1941-42 was Ils. 41,33,000, that 
is, our revenue for the next year has been under-eKtiinated than the 
current \ear by Rs. 4,51,000. 

Again, from the aetual receipt of 1938-39 which was Rs. 29.0(1.000 
only it has been increased this year by Rs 7j lakhs which is to some 
extent sutisluct<o‘\ . Ry this I inteml to show that the re<-eipt under 
this head (’ommunicatioiis and Ruildings Rianch, can be increased 
to an enormous scale it it is ably and ethciently handled bv iiursuing 
a well thought-out clear-cut polics and programme. 

Sir, (Hit ot this receijO of Rs. 3(i.82.000 how much do w(‘ get on 
the item of rent --(Uilx 4.00.000. while the Rengal Government is to 
undergo the expenditiu'e id' a huge amount per annum for bearing 
rents of man> liiitMl houses throughout the Riovince for Goveinment 
offices umbo the ditferent portfidios. If the Government prepares a 
thorough scheme alter surveying the Province that so nianx buildings 
are still reijuired for the difterent offices at ditferent |)laces under each 
of such portfolios and so many buildings are reijuired tor the (jovern- 
nient servants toi letting on rental system, then if this dejiartment 
persistently by its able and efficient offictus begin to fidlow that scheme 
to XX oik out bx erecting buildings, ! think in some years to (‘ome 
Government may come to such a position that its revenue may under 
this head on the item of rent only rise to 40 lakhs in.stead of 4 lakhs 
as it stands now. 

And this ]»olicy can be expressed more clearly as the policy of 
erecting buildings for the rest of the (ioverniiient offices and Govern- 
ment servants, xvho lixm in ])rivate persons’ house>, under every depart- 
ment in an e.xliaustive and connirehensive manner as far as practi(‘able 
on rent system. 

Gn the expenditure side xve find that about 12 lakhs of rupees have 
been budgeted less for the next year than that of the current year. 
Sii. the budget estimate for 1942-43 is Rs. 1 .5(1.(12.000 xvhile that of 
the year 1941-42 xvas tor Rs. 1 .(>8,31,(MKl. 

May I n(»w ask, Sir, where there are no good ntad s.xstem in rural 
areas, no happy (*onnecting link Wtween town to town, city to city, 
far leas to speak of short-cut district town to district town, where many 
Government offices are conducted on private persons’ houses at an 
enormous cost— why this year’s budget has been estimated so less? 
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Now, Sir, coming to the next point, this is a department notorious 
for* its wastage by a handsome amount every year, corruptions and 
briberies are not foreign from here but rather reign supreme atmost 
everywhere at some rate or other which should be removed. 

Next, Sir, in this department the grievame.s of the Mu.slims are 
manifold and multifarious. Sir, I know I may be called by some of 
my friends of ^ 0 Ilgres^ and Hindu Muhasabha as communal, ns I 
speak of the interests of the Muslim community to which I am very 
proud to belong. Sir, what the so-called national leaders and friends 
think is that what they say and do, however bitterest communalisiu 
they may have are all national ami even their laughs or i-ries are 
national, but wih respei't to the Muslims, in spite ol their usual frank- 
ness and tolerance, liberality and magnanimity of heart, then* are 
communal. Their legitiinate rights and j)rivileges are usurped for 
ages and centuries. the\ are e.xploited, exploited ami exploited to the 
last penny as a whole in ever}’ sphere of life by many vocational or 
non-vocationul peo])b- of their sister communities with honourable 
exceptions indeed, but still if an\ (d their such long-aggrieved victims 
raises his head from slumber, raises single finger he is communal. 

However, Sir, as the department stands, 1 crave your indulgence 
to place before the House for its information the grievances of the 
Muslims with respect to servii'es 

Sir. in the Irrigation Hramh there are -1 Chief Engineer on 
R.s. d.OOO and less, who is not a Muslim; SupeTnilcmling Engineers on 
Rs. 2,150 and less, who are not Muslims; 0 Executive Engineers on 
Rs. I.:i75 and less, wlio are not Muslims; 5 Executive Engineers on 
Rs. 1.000 and less who are not Muslims; liS Assistant Executive 
Engineers on Rs. 750 ami less, of whom three only are Muslims; 10 
Assistant Engineers on Rs. Oott ami 1<*hs, of whom 4 are Mu.slims; 4 
temjiorarv Engineers, of whom only 2 are Mnslims; i.e., out of oO 
onl\ II in the lower ranks arc Muslims, i.e., only 22 jier (‘ent. 

Now. Sir, coming to the CommiiiiicHtions and Ruildings Branch, 
there are 2 Chief Engineers on Rs. d.tfOO and le.ss, Imt there is not a 
single Muslim in that post. There are 5 Superintending Engineers 
on Rs. 2,050 and less and none i.s a Muslim. There are 4 Executive 
Engineers on R.s. I,d75 ami less and none is a Muslim. There are 2 
Executive Engineers on Rs. and less and none is a Muslim. 

There are 10 Executive Engineers on Rs. l,0tM) and les.s and none is u 
Muslim. There is 1 Assistant Executive Engineer on Rs. 9(ff) and 
le.ss and he is also not a Muslim. There are 19 Assistant Engineers 
on Rs. 75<l and less and none is a Muslim. There are 23 Assistant 
Engineers on the scale of Rs. 150 — (i''>0 of whom 9 are Muslims. So 
out of 60 only 24 are Muslims, that is only 13 per cent, are Muslims. 

Again in the Electrical Circle there is one Superintending Engineer 
on Rs. 2,150 and less and he is not a Muslim. There arc 3 Executive 
24 
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Engineers on Rs. 1,400 and less and none is a Muslim. There are 3 
Assistant Engineers on Rs. 70i)( and less but none is a Muslim. So, 
of 7 In the Electrical Circle none is a Muslim. Such is the misfortune 
of the Muslims for which we want an effective remedy gradually. 

Sir, one point more and then I finish. With respect to the distri- 
bution of (contracts, the Muslim contractors are the worst sufferers. 
Sir, over a crore and a half in(rluding that of the Irrigation Branch 
are spent almost every year for the purpose, but how much the Muslim 
contractors get therefrom — perhaps only one per cent, and a half. 
Sir, on this point 1 beg to suggest that a percentage not less than fifty 
be fixed on estimate money wdiich should go to the Muslim contractors 
in all Government contract works if there is no dearth of Muslim 
candidates anywhere. 

Sir, in the interest of the public at large — Hindus and Muslims — 
we w^elcome a new era in the hands of the new Minister the Hon’ble 
Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed in this department. 

Sir, with these remarks I commend both of my motions to the 
House for acceptance. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr Deputv Speaker, Sir, in 
an atmosphere of unreality it is difficult to speak but I shall finish 
what I have got to say in a few words. Sir, 1 beg to move the motion 
that stands in my name, viz. : That the demand of Its. 1/43,04,000 under 
the head “50 — Civil Works” be reduced by Ks. 100. The object of 
my mol ion is to raise a di.scu.s.sion abo\it — 

(<) the general policy (»f the Government; 

(//) the delay in carrying out the works begun; and 
(oO the small amount allotted for development of roads in the 
Chittagong Division under the Executive Division, Chitta- 
gong. 

With regard to the general policy I shall finish what I have got 
to say in a few words. At page 24 of the big book — Civil Works in 
the Bengal Presidency — it will be found that a sum of Rs. 57,30,150 
has been prt)vided for buildings, both original and repairs, and a sum 
of Rs. 50, (K), 800 has been provided for Communications, both original 
and repairs. I beg to submit. Sir, that the policy in spending more 
on buildings than on communications, as will appear from page 4, is 
certainly to he condemned. I know. Sir, that big buildings at a huge 
cost are constructed for educational institutions and there remains 
nothing for really educational purpose. I know, Sir, that big 
buildings are constructed for hospitals and nothing remains for pur- 
chase of instrument, for purchase of medicine, and the whole amount 
is spent for construction of big buildings. This sort of spending on 
buildings is to be deprecated. 
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Then, Sir, it is of no use to talk about eorruptiou and bribery in 
tlfis department. So lonjr the department was known as l*ublie Works 
Department; it was really a Public Waste Department and 4 hope 
that henceforth definite steps should be taken by (iovernment tor 
driving away corruption and bribery from this de|>artment. 

Before I go to the other subjt*ct I wish to draw the attention of 
the House to the fact that so fur us the ]toa«l l)evelo[)ment Fiind is 
concerned about Rs. has been traiKsferred fnmi the (\*!itrai 

Road Development Fund hut still there is no likelilnHul of this stim 
being spent. 

With regard t(» tlie delay in taking tip tlie work, if >ou refer to 
page 24 of the hook, you will find that most of the items have been 
taken up long before. I know that item S7. that is, (\nnilln- 
Muinamati-Daudkandi Road, was taken up in the vear HKlo; ‘o-day 
in the year 1942 the work has not yet been completed. As this work 
has not been completed in the course of 7 \ears, no other works can 
be taken up in this district. You know, Sir, that this is a road which 
lead.s from Daudkandi to Chittagong. It i.s known as tin* Trunk Road 
and a Pilgrimage Road and it is om* ()f the most important roads of 
the province. ()nl\ metalling and inodernising dO miles of this road 
has taken 7 years. The road from Daudkandi to Chittagong is more 
than hundrcf^ miles, and if for iiM'talling and modernising dO miles 
it has taken 7 years I am quiti* sure that at h*asl 2o \efirs will be 
necessary for modernising tin* wlude road. 

Again, Sir, if you look to the other items -itions Nos. 88. 8f), f)0, 
91, 92, and 94 — you will find that in all these items the works wero 
taken uj) some years ago— .some in the year 19d i-dti ami some in the 
early part of 19‘17-‘18, hut nom* of them have been completed. As 
regards item No. 97, that is, moderni.Hing Meherjmr-t diuadanga Road, 
Rs. 10 lakhs was provided for 18 miles and up to lJMI-42 f>nl\ Rs 1 l.tMlO 
has been spent and this year it is propo.scd that a sum of I{s. 1. 7-'), 000 
W’ill be spent. 1 do not know whether that aimmnt will be spent at 
all and I am quite sure that modernising these 18 miles road will take 
another 7 years. For the improvement of ihe road from Begumga?*j 
to Madali in the district of Noakhali Rs. 8,(t0.4tl2 wa** pnuided in the 
year 1938-39 or 1937-38 and up to the end of 1940-41 only Rs. 45,737 
has been spent. Sir, the figures speak for themselves and if any 
improvement is to be done the works must be done expeclitiously and 
properly. This is, Sir, with regard to delay in carrying out the works. 

Then, Sir, I refer to item No. (in). A small amount has been 
allotted for the development of roads in the Chittagong Division under 
the Executive Division, Chittagong. If we look to the hook at 
pages 28-29, we will find that the amount that is propoH**d to b<* spent 
on road development work is Rs. 30 lakhs and odd. So far as the 
Chittagong Division is concerned, only Rs. 2,G1,(K)0 is proposed to be 
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•pent in certain portion of the Chittagong district. I do not grudge 
that Burdwan district alone has,, got a large share of Rs. 12,55,000 
while vriany other districts have not got any share. I do not know 
why Burdwan has got such a big sum. So far as Rajshahi is con- 
cerned, no amount has been provided in the budget. I am quite sure 
that there are roads in the Rajshahi district which ought to be 
develoi)ed and modernised, but no amount has been provided so far 
•8 that district is concerned. Rajshahi is the most unfortunate district 
in that respect. 

Off NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is not shown district by district. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs I know that, but the money 
ought lo be provided according to tlie iinportunce of the distri(‘t. I 
do not like to prolong my speech, but if I refer to the importance 
of the district, I am quite sure that less attention has been given to 
the K astern Bengal districts than to the Western Bengal districts. I 
do not know whether T am right or wrong, hut 1 feel it in this way. 
I hope that the Hon ’hie Minister will pa.\ his attention to this tact 
•Iso. Sir, I have thus drawn the attention of the House to three 
facts, namely — (1) (lenernl pcdicy; more money should he spent on 
communication and roads than on huildings, (2) work should be done 
speedily, and (d) attention should he pai<l to all the districts- -not only 
to (he Western Bengal districts hut to the Kastern Bengal districts as 
well, so far as roads are concerned. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Western Bengal needs more roads. 
There ar»‘ man\ rivers in tin* Kastern Bengal. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Yes, hut Eastern Bengal 
needs r(»ads too. 

So, Sir, the.se are the three matters to which the attention of the 
Hon’ble Ministi*r is drawn and I am quite sure that the Hon’ble 
Minister will taki* note i)f what I have said and will try to improve the 
matter. 

With these few w<trds. Sir, 1 commend the motion for the accept- 
ance of the House. 

(Mr. Syed Abdul Majid rose to speak.) 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Mr. Majid, may I take it that you are 
not moving your ow n motion but will only support motion No. 81? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Yes, Sir. I like to support my friend 
Mr. Dhirendra Nath Dutta who has just spoken on the general policy 
of Government in the matter of Civil Works. At least I woiild like 
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to support him when he says that the money which is provided for 
“Civil Works’^ should be spent after careful consideration. Now, 
Sir, I propose to confine my remarks to one particular item iScludod 
in the budget under this head, vir.. at pajre 7d of the Red Rook» 
construction of build inj^s for the location of the head(|uarters of the 
district of Noakhali at Hejranijranj. For a proper appreciation of the 
question, I like to ^ive a little history of the case. The IjeadquartcM 
was to be shifted to Maijdi alxmt five miles north of the present head* 
quarter-! and a hujje sum of R*<. lo lakhs had been spent in uccjuisition 
of land and in constructiem of buildings for (iovernmeiit offices, iti 
waterwoiks and other ne<‘essar\ works (‘onnectc<1 with the location of 
the hea<l<jiiarters. When everythinjj: was ready for shiftiiif^: of the 
headquarters to Maijdi, rejueseiitaticm was made by a lar^e number 
of people against the shiftin^r of the headcjuarters to He^amvTanj. The 
Hon’ble Chief Minister Mr. Fazlul Hmj. the then U<*venu«‘ M inister 
and the then (himnu'rce and iaibour Minister pai<l a visit in the winter 
of I9d7 and (b*cided to abandon and actuall\ abancbnieil tin* idea of 
sbiftinj;' the head(|uarters to Maijdi and appointed a committee of 
en(juir\ to select another site nmre suitable for the hication of the 
headijuarters. The committee submitted a report wliich was not 
however unanimous, majont\ of the members su^r^fcstin^ that tho 
head(jUarters^should be located at He^am^^anj about 10 miles north of 
the jnenent l]ead(juarters and the mim»rit\ advocatinj; Imstpcmement 
of shifting' th(* head(juarters to Hej^amji’unj, for verv j^cmkI Feasons 
which \ull be (juite (dear from what ! will submit just now to voii. 
Tile land uc(|uired and raised at Maijdi and most of the buildin^pi 
constructed at a huf^e cost and the land has been l.viuK^ fallow and the 
buildings cjuite enipt\ and unused. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: This is a matter relating to the 
department of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Land Revenue. 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MA«IID: Not land revenue. Money has been 
provided but has not l)e<*n sptuit this .\(‘ar and another sum of Rs. h 
lakhs has been prcjvided in the next \eai’s bmlgel, but there is no 
chance of the work being taken up. 

Now, Sir, as I was saying, fbe land at Maipli lias been lying fallow 
and the buildings quite empty and unus(‘d. Die shifting of the head- 
quarters had Ix^en considered ess(*iitial at one time owing to the heavy 
erosion of the Noakhali town b> the river Meglina on the south and 
by the Noakhali khal on the north and ea-t. 'Fhe erosion by the 
Meghna has stopped and a vast rhar extending over 7 or 8 miles on 
the south hu.s been formed and the erosion by tlie Noakhali khal on 
the north has also been stopped on account of a dam being erected 
across the khnl and the water course diverted by cutting a new khal 
through the Baraighona char about half a mile north-east of the town. 
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As has just been mentioned by the Hon’ble Minister, Government spent 
last year more than GO thousand in construction of the dam across 
the kJial and excavation of the khnl through Bariaghona with appre- 
ciably satisfactory result. There is no longer any apprehension of 
further erosion of the town in near future. Although the major 
portion of the town has been washed away one can reasonably expect 
that the town in the present site will again grow and be prosperous 
as before if it is allowed to remain here for some time. Extension of 
the present town will be quite possible in the land formed in situ in 
the courst; of a few years. Government have sanctioned an estimate 
of Es. 40 lakhs for shifting the headquarters to Begamganj. Rupees 3 
lakhs was provided in the budget of the year 1941-42 and a further 
sum of Rh. 3 lakhs has been provided in this budget. In view of the 
hopeful position of the present town and also in view of the reply given 
yesterday by the lloirhle Revenue Minister that the work would not 
commemai this year due to w'ar conditions and in view of the further 
fact tliut Noakhali is in forefront of the danger arising out of the 
present war, I consider that it will be w’ise and safe on the part of 
Government to postpone the work of the new’ town at Begamganj for 
some time until the end of the war, for it will be extremely foolish 
if the shifting of the headquarters to Begamganj has to be abandoned 
after some time for w’ant of fund or for any other reasop like that of 
Muijdi and it will be ruinous to those unfortunate. ])eoj)le wdiose 
hearths and homes are being taken aw’ay for a very meagre jirice foi 
the proposed town at Bugamganj. 1 w’ould further suggest that the 
Government should immediately postpone the acquisition of land 
w’hich is calculated to cause an irreparable loss to thousands of people 
of the area and cause unnecessary cost at a time when the Government 
is hard pressed for money. 1 w’ould further beg of the Hon’ble 
Minister in (barge of Givil Works as well as the Revenue Minister 
to (‘onsider whether it will m»t be in the interest of (iovernment as well 
as in the interest of (he people concerned to stop the w’ork as soon as 
possible. 

With these words. Sir, I support the motion of Mr. Datta. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: It is no support to my motion. 
I do not agree with what you have said. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAillD: Y ou may not. 

Mr. 8ERAJUL ISLAM: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 
that the sum of Rs. 1,4^1, (>4.0tH) under the heads “30 — (^ivil Works” 
and ”81 — Givil Works not charged to Revenue” be reduced by Ri*. 100. 
The object of my motion is to raise a discussion about the Bongaon- 
Kamdevpur Road project in Jessore district. 
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Sir, I do not want to indict any lenp^thy speech on the House at 
th^ fag-end of the day but on this particular subject I would like to 
draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Depart 
ment to the fact that this is a very important feeder road in the sub- 
division of Bongaon. Although this road is an inter-subdivision road, 
it has an inter-district connection in this way. This road is almut 
30 miles long and it connects the Majdia-Kotchandpur road of the 
Nadia district which again connects the Eastern Bengal Railway 
station at Majdia. Again this road c(»nnects the Calcutta-Jessore road 
which is a trunk road and \ihich again, through the Navaran-Satkhira 
Road, connects the Khulna district. Therefore, this n»ud of the Jessore 
district servo as a <‘onnecting link between Nadia and Khulna districts 
running through the subdivision. Sir, this is a road of the rural areas 
of the subdivision and I can freel\ .say that about three-fourths of the 
people of this subdivision have got to carry on their trade in jute and 
other country produce entirely through this road to get to the market 
at Ifongaon which, you know, is a commercial centre. The (hilcutta- 
Jes.^ore Road runs through the town of Itongaon which is a Railway 
junction on the Eastern Bengal Railway and the navigable river, 
Ichamati runs across this town. So this tow’n is a very g«)od trmle 
centre and tliree-fourths of the people of the subdivision have got to 
carry on their trade through this road. In view of its im]>ortance, 
the Koad l)ev*elopnient Officer. Mr. King, included this road in his 
road project and the District Board of Jessore, in their resolution, 
dated the ‘.^Oth September, 1940, gave this road, among all other road 
proj(M fs, the firjit preference and strongly recommcjoled it to the Road 
Board. In this (diinection. I \\ould like to draw tin* attenti(»n of the 
Hon’ble Minister to the resolution of the (lovernment of India re- 
garding tin* Hoad Fund. Faragraph S »>f the licsfdution runs thus: — 
“In considering the proposahs for the construction, reconstruction or 
improvement of roads and irridge^ from the Itoad Fund, the (iovernor 
General in Couiu'il shall have regard to the jrresent urgent need for 
improving the efficiency and reducing the cost of transpiut by road of 
agricultural jrroduce to markets and railways.” 

Sir, hitherto the principle and policy of the Defiartment have been 
to pay attention only to the trunk and bigger roads but I think 
the attention of the members of this Ifou.se was drawn to the very 
important .series of artiides published in the Hctufal Weekltf by the ex- 
Finance Mini.ster, the Hon’ble Mr. N. R. Sarkar, in which he urged 
upon the Government to pay special attention to the roadfl of the rural 
areas s6 that the business in cx)untry produce of the people might 
improve through the development of such roads, and specially the 
roads in the improvement project. This road, the Bongaon-Karndevpur 
Road, is in the Road Development Project of Mr. King and the District 
Board has given the first preference to this road over all other roads iu 
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the district of Jessore. 1, therefore, earnestly hope that the Hon’ble 
Minister will kindly see that the^,work on this road is taken np as ekrly 
as passible by Government. 

Sir, if I get a little time, I may tell the House that in view of 
the present war emergeney the district town of Jessore and the sur- 
rounding areas have become very important places. Thousands of 
soldiers are to be seen there now. (Dr, Nalinaksh.a Sanyal : Don’t 
mention that.) An aerodrome i.s also under construction and we 
understand that a road is going to be constructed connecting Jessore 
directly w'ith (Uiuadanga or some other place nearby on the Eastern 
Bengal Railway for military purposes and in view' of the fact that 
this road is also a road which may serve the jmrpose of connecting the 
Cal(‘iitta-Jessore road with the Majdia-Kotechandpur Hoad w'hich is a 
very important metalled road, I w'ould request the lloirble Minister 
to consult the Department to see whether the development of this road 
may serve the same military purpose for w'hich some otlier road is 
going to be constructed soon. I hope that immediate attention w'ill 
be given to this matter. 

With these few words, I commend my motion to tlie acceptance 
of the House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to 
move that the d<‘mand of Rs. 1 ,4d,()4,(H)0 under the heads “oO — Civil 
Works” and ”81 — Civil Works not charged to Revenue” be reduced 
by Rs. KK). The object of my moti(»n is to raise a discussion about the 
failure to adopt a comprehensive polic\ of road development including 
village roads and slowing down of the progress of work under the Road 
Fund Projects. 

My esteemed Deputy Leader has already drawn the pointed atten- 
tion of (iovernment to the latter |)art of my motion, viz., sl(>wing 
down of the progress of work under the Hoad Fund Projei'ts. I would 
like to <lraw attention only to some other schemes than what he has 
already mentioned and I sliall conclude my observations on this part. 
The first of thcs(‘ arc the Burdwan-Aramhagh road project, tlu* amount 
of estimate for wliich is Rs. PJ lakhs roughly and for which this year 
R.s. 20.000 only has been provided, the total amount spent so far 
coming up to Rs. 8 lakhs. It is presumed that it is not possible to make 
any further progres.s with regard to that road because of certain bridge 
construction. 1 do submit that so far as that is concerned, apart from 
the bridge portion, the road portion may possibly be proceeded with. 
Secondly, in the detailed budget of the Civil Works Department, on 
page 2’), the im[»r(>vement of the road from Saiiithia to Sultanpur in 
the district of Birbhum will be found. This project was aanctionetl 
nearly 4 years ago and Rs, 5 lakhs provided as an estimate for that 
road, out of which Rs. 90,000 was spent in the previous year ami 
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Es. 1,44,000 1*8 the probable expenditure during the current year. I 
am surprised that only Rs. 35,000 is provided for expenditure in the 
coming year although there is hardly any bridge project on tliift. road. 
The entire road ran be completed with our local materials, materials 
which can be got without adding to the railway transport problems. 
The materials required are local stones with the requisite quantity 
of which collected near about the road may be constnnded. Then the 
cost of improvement of the Kandi-Sultanpur road was estimated at 
Rs. G lakhs, out of which Rs. 1,50, 000 has already been spent and we 
find Rs. U lakhs only has been provided in the budget for the same. 
I am not sure if (i<»vernment intend to com])lete that portion during 
the coming year. If tliat was so, more money should have been pro- 
vided for. 1 submit that these two sections, viz., Kandi-Sultanpur 
road and Sultanpur-Sainthia road, form important links to the east 
to west trunk road which the (iovernment of Hengal had intended to 
construct at a very earl\ date. 

Sir, 1 also drew attention to two very important sections of another 
trunk road — the North and South Trunk Road — in the district of 
Nadia. The Hon’iile Minister knows the Trunk Rcuid running from 
Ranaghat to Melierpur having three sections, namely, the Ranagliat- 
Santi])iir section, the Santipur-Krishnagar section and the Krishnagar- 
Melicrpur se(gi(»n, which would go \o meet a very jircssing necfl of the 
district AVi‘* arc. howcvei, V4'r\ much <lcprcssed to find that the 
amount provided for the Krishnagar-Meherpur section is too meagre 
and tliat the estimate for the completion of this road appears to have 
not been made ^o far also I submit, al.so Sir, that immediate arrange- 
ment .should be matle to proceed with this work and to link up Meher- 
piir with Rerbamp<ue. This .section will then comjilete the circuit 
from Calcutta to Rerhampore and will join the east-to-west Trunk 
Road with the south-to-north Trunk Road running from t’ahutta 
towards the north and from Rirbhum towards the east. While* dealing 
with this matter, Sir, 1 should also like to draw the attention of the 
Hon’ble Mini>ter to the dela\ in the progress of improvement and 
rei'oiistruction of tin* n>a<ls from Melierpur to t'liuadanga ami from 
Chuadanga to Jhenida which were also mi tin* approved list for a very 
long time. We submit that steps slioiild be taken to expediU* work 
in these directions. 

With regard to the fir*>l part of m> motion, namely, the present 
road development projects including village roarls, I feel very strongly 
on this subject. 

So Tar, we have only heard about road projects of a very magnificent 
character and projects which involve from nearly Rs. ‘J5,(KKI a mile 
to Rs, 50.(KM) to Rs. GG.tMKI or more a mile: even there are seetions of 
roads which are approved by the Engin^ring Department costing 
nearly Rs. 1,00,000 a mile but with the money which we will be in 
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a position to spend in the next few years it may not be possible for us 
to have a larger number of roads for which the country is crying unless 
we hafe a scheme for improving the village roads. In this connection 
I may draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to what the Bombay 
Government did during the Congress regime. They appointed a 
Special Officer, a senior Engineer oflficer, Mr. U. N. Mahida who drew 
up a scheme of village road improvement which was duly handed over 
by me in this House to the then Hon’ble Minister in charge last year. 
It is mentioned in that report on village road improvement that it 
was possible to construct decent village roads at a cost of Rs. 1,000. 
per mile Rs. 500 of which would be the cost of the road and the other 
Rs. 500 would be the cost of raising the embankment. I submit that 
we should also have some programme for improving our village roads. 
In connec'tion with the drawing up of that programme I would request 
the Hon’ble Minister to see if any legislative measure is necessary 
for the alignment of roads in the villages. It is our unfortunate 
experience that in villages roads are converted into drains for such 
villages and that villagers also take juirticular deliglit in encroaching 
upon the road boundaries so that the road is liarrowed down from time 
to time. I submit, therefore, that w'c should have some plan for 
village road develoiunent and that we should have some legislative 
measures passed to empower (fovernment to maintain road alignments 
and thereby to enable the villages to have imj)r()ved roads. I do realise 
that in Bengal the advantages of the soil are not the same as in some 
other jjurts of India hut with the <day and sand which we possess in 
sufficient (|uuutity, without depending upon (*ement such as Portland 
cement, I am c(»nvinced by my personal exj)erience of the roads 
constructed in Bombay, .some of which I was shown over by the Bombay 
Engineer, that it is jmssible to have decent roads in Bengal for Rs. 1,000 
a mile which would stand normal traffic and also motor traffic in certain 
seasons of the year, 1 submit, Sir, that the time has come when we 
cannot take up ambitious projects due to present war conditions and 
that we should therefore pursue humbler projects which are needed in 
the country. 


Mr. C. MORGAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, my friend, Dr. Sanyal, 
said a few days ago tliat we were meeting in an atmosphere of unreality, 
and that is perfectly true. I find that the intere.sts of honourable 
members being seemingly concentrated on party differences it is diffi- 
cult to speak on any practical matter which would really interest the 
members of this House. 

Sir, I support the motion moved by the Hon’ble Minister and in 
doing so 1 may say that 1 am glad to see that at least the Communi- 
cations and Works Department has been able to spend the money 
which has been acaumulaling during the last five years 
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pfi NALINAKSHA SANYAL* That has been simply squandered. 

Mti Cl MORGAN* Mr. Deputy Speaker, will you kindly see that 
I am uot disturbed by Dr. Sanyal in this way? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, Mr M.irKuu, you can go on. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: I do not propose to go into the details, but T 
have one small local matter which is of definite importance. There 
are a numlM‘r of iirojects in the Ked Book into the details of which 
I shall not enter. The programme put forward for n)4‘J-4Jt seems to 
be satisfactory but there is bound to 1 m* a ••urtailment of that jirogramme 
owing to the position created at jiresent by war, and it will be the 
duty (*f the Hon’ble Minister in charge and his de]>artment and also 
of the Provincial Board of Communication to see that only urgent and 
essential works are undertaken so far a.s roads are concerned. 1 would 
also like to ask the lion 'hie Minister how iietrol-rationing which has 
been in vogue for some time now will affect our share of the money in 
1942-4*1 Does the amount of Its. /tO.lo/MK) which is mentioned on 
jiage 111 of tlic Bed Book represent the estimated amount we are going 
to get or is i^ the actual amount at our credit from the Central 
Government? J also want to know. Sir, how much does the Hon’hle 
Miiiist«*r cxp<*('t to get from the provincial tax on motor spirit. There 
again, the amount that has been budgeted may be only the estimated 
amount but petrol-rationing may have upset these figun*H. 

You. Sir. 1 should like to refer to one small item to which I desire 
to draw the attention of the llon’ble Minister and that is that there is 
still a Sj)ecial Gfficer in charge of the Jtoad Fund. From my own 
experience of the last few years, Sir, 1 consiilcr that no Special Officer 
is necessary 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: You are entirely wrong. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: Y ou are entirely wrong in ajldres.sing me, saying 
“you”. Please addres>H the Chair, 

In m\ opinion the actual work of the Sp<‘cial Officer ia now 
finished 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: No, it is not. 

Mr. G. MORGAN: Sir, I object to be contradicted in this faHhion. 
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You, please, go on, Mr. Morgan. 
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Mr. C. MORCAN: But I cannot gfo on while I am disturbed in 
this fasioii. I have got ears an(f the interruptions have an effect on me 
like a mosquito. 

1 wish also to draw the Hon’ble Minister’s attention to one other 
item only. In the Kalimpong development area after a lapse of 20 
years some work is being done and in the Budget members will see 
certain items for roads in that development area which will be made 
in order to sell land and give money to (lovernment against the invest- 
ment of 22 y(*arH ago. Now, Sir, our Assistant Engineer has been 
moved down to Calcutta to do some A. R. V. work and when I left 
Kalimpong the Superintendent of the development area told me that 
no one had been appointed in his place and that the road work was 
all held up. That is all I have got to say. 

Mr. SHAH 8YED GOLAM 8ARWAR H08AINI: Sir, 

3rc*i ?nr z/o ^ 'TFtTTi 

I ^ ^ ^ i 

(TKtR ^ crtd^* 

^ 

I ^ 

CTfa firsR I re?? 

ir’sf I 4 TfTO ft; ^ ^ I c^- 

^ oi srttsrftrs csf^rm^T^i 

'STS^ft^n vr<J*. 5Tmi-^n>*Rr rc?. ^ centre 

&fti; I ^ i Hi 

Tft?n a 

5X^1 ft: Dumo^ 

'iBPPl ?rftPf 5" ^ VJZ^ ? (7fi?tT?F Bumo 

Committee I ft; srfiTf c^H r?; (Tf^ TftPt? ^3 flpR i 

Barisal Rango«i]^ Deputy Inspector-General of Police, 5S^ItCTr 
^fft»W?r. ^t?'3 officials 

non-officials <7T^ ^ipft^l (7T^ ^^ftflTo 

3p7t ^rnn ^ ^*5T c<"^f3rtc? coti^ ^ ^ offiicai, 

non-offioial, European, »rfC«f 

CY^c^t^rt rsm ®fti5 1 c^'5tf?n» finn 
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^ Tft^ fimi im ^ cwti^ 

f ’ »r-^ ^ 9Uim ^5f^c«rs 

’PPS f?3r fro ^ vij^r^T f% ’SrtTTH fro s ^ l Deputy Director 
of Public Health^Q ^’C^T!:^ ^TT? to C^-sfai ^ WOTl I 

(.^l*)ll^^ 1 5**^ , 80 Ft^i (Tts^^n i 

^ A\Ln'^ a i?t^i ^Vs m ^tr^3 6 5f*f Ftfi (Trs^irr i 

^ acquire ^t?j ^ IT?} I to 

"f»fe, to^"— <4^ ^ I 4^JT fep^TT f% 

(TtF) ^ ^ I ^*?W? ft: 3ito 5jr5T^ c^t^ jtfot *rftF^t to 
^ "^Ttft ^ a 4^ tom ^ -n i 4^ 

^ 4^^ ^ fOTTf^ ^ 4 

tom ^1 TO m I ^ftPm to’t# ^’n to m i ^rto 
ft^’Ti ^ft ^n: ko 4^ fV c^p\ tm 

TO^ ? ctoF^ m I nO (m ^rrTO 4^Fi 

(ypK^ vft<p:^ vft^ ^Ti (7T TOTO TOfi Sto ^ ( 

*2^rft totcTO srlftrfTOFP ^ft (m i|i:^f"i =fftto 

TT^Rtft T-n i cm?rt«ft^ c^^ri toti- 

♦ • 

ft>;'? ! 4 >m ^ Ftfero relief work4^ TOl 

c^TO (ynu?^ rc5i I c5»TO'>fc?» m. ’J3rC''m- 

^PTC^. 3rftB^ ^f;gTO ^rrtft aequire4^ feOT ’tOT.e? I fVl 
5? f¥fT‘t' srti ‘^um i wm ^rft a ^'tTO^csri 

TO ftc?r TO^ acquire ^^Trc?. mTO^T CTO 'Bit'lf% ?n | 

^ift ^TTO cTOt^ o&'TOto ^ rft ^rcTOOT 4^: 5jf5fi 
*fi? 0^ TOi c^TO'^rr?i; 4^Fr TOt" Ttto cw.^ ^ 

^Utryf^ ^>r^, s ^f-TTPjmots^ rc^^ri 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, thin depart* 
uient, Public Works Department as it was called, has been cbarj^ed 
as “Public Waste Department”. I can tell this House that so far 
as the acts of the officers of this ilejiartment are concerned, I will be 
always ready personally to enquire into any acts of omission or (commis- 
sion by this department so lon>^ as I am in charge of it, I would ask 
my friends of either the Government Party or the Oppositiim to supply 
roe with iuformatiou of any kind of omission or commission by any 
officer of this department. More than thin 1 am not in a {>ositiou to 
say at the present moment. 
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Sir, my friend Mr. Abdul Majid has spoken about the selection of 
the Begumganj site. This is a. question of the Revenue Department, 
but even then my friend the ^Bon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee 
in answer to a question has said that Government have come to a 
decision. Further than that I am not in a position to say anything. 

Sir, my friend Mr. Morgan brought forw^ard the question of 
appointment of the Special Officer. I may tell him that this question 
of the Special Officer was agitating Government for a very long time. 
It was tackled by my predecessor in office. But there were certain 
difficulties and after I assumed charge of this department this question 
of the Special Officer has been settled finally and His Excellency the 
Governor has given his consent. Therefore, the post of the Special 
Officer will be retained and he wull continue in office, as arranged. 

Now, Sir, as regards the road spoken about by Mr. Serajul Islam, 
I may tell him that some portion of the work was taken up and it has 
been made over to the District Board which has been asked to finish 
it. 

As regards the Gumti EmlKiiikment and the road spoken obout by 
my friend Mr. Dattu, 1 ina\ tell him that my special attention will 
be (Uigaged over this embaiikiiient affair us well as the road affair. 
I will personally go and investigate the matters and try to expedite 
them as quickly possible. 

As regards the road mentioned by Dr. Saiiyal, 1 may tell tlie House 
that at the present moment certain difficulties have arisen. 1 do not 
know if these difllculties will be increased to a very great extent in 
future, and it may be difficult to proceed with the works that are in 
hand. The House knows that, as regards the supply of t4ir and bitumen, 
bitumen is supplied from outside India and tar is supplied from 
inside. But even then the Government of India is eontndling the 
supply of tar and bitumen. I am very much thankful to my friend 
Dr. Sauyul that he has proposed that Government should take into 
consideration a planned scdieme of road-making. I will tell Dr. Sanyal 
just now what 1 have in eontemplatioti. But so far as road construc- 
tion is concerned, I do not know how Government will solve that 
difficulty. Of course we have got materials, such as stone chips, cement, 
sand and bricks inside India and with these materials roads can he 
built on a tolerable measure and they might meet the requirements 
of our country. This matter is under the consideration of the 
engineers of my department and 1 hope to go into the matter thoroughly 
and as quickly as possible. Even if tar and bitumen are not available, 
w'ith the limited staff that we have got at our command, the work of 
cunstruction and repair might go on as far as possible. 

Sir, I may also refer to the House that roads have been built in 
districts by District Boards and there is no inter-connected sj^stem of 
roads up to the present day and I find that no definite |folicy in the 
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matter of inter-distriet communication has been followed up till now. 
Bdt I may tell tl^e House how the administration was run from the 
very beginning. From the very early* stage of British administration 
in this Province, public, roads have been elasKified under two heads, 
namely, District roads and Provincial road.s. 

The construction and maintenance of district roads was financed 
from what was then called the amalgamated district fund which 
consisted of (1) ferry tolls, (2) road tolls, (d) one per cent, of revenue 
of Khasniahal, and (4) provincial grant.s. This arrangement continued 
till the enactment of the Road (’ess Act of 1871. Henceforth the 
administration of the district r(»ads jiasscd to the District Road (’ess 
CoinmitU^e. 

The Provincial roads have all along been the concern of (lovern- 
inent and their cost (»f construction and maintenance ha.s been a direct 
charge on the provincial revenue.*i. While introducing the 'Cess 
Act in 187”) (lovernnicnt declared that the main lines of arterial com- 
munication whether hy land or water would be maintained by (Govern- 
ment. But they announced at the same time that Provincial i'unds 
would no longer be available for maintenance of district roads which 
mu.st rely on all taxes and lolls raised locally in each district. Tlie tolls 
on roads were abolished with the enactment of the Cess Act of 1877 
when allocation of the prtxecds of fcrri(*s to District Road Fund was 
also no longer c<»nMdi‘rcd iiccossary. The public ferries, lluTcfore, 
were resumed b\ (iovernment. Thi* admini'itration of district roads 
in tliese conditions umier the Road Cess ('ommitlee continutMi till they 
were replacc<l by tlie District Jhmnls created umier the Ii(M’al Self- 
(Jovenimeiit Act of 188b. 

In PJ13-14 the entire Public Works Cess revenue was made over to 
the District Boards on the recommendation of tln^ Royal Commission 
on Decentralisatum. In 1T27 (i<»v<*rn!m‘nt, in (jrder further Ui 
augment the resources of the District Ihairds, decided to make over 
all public ferrie.s to those Boards. In spite of all these eIff)rtH on the 
part of (jovernment to free District Boards from financial difficulties 
in intensifying their road activities, the increasing demands for im- 
proved communication <’ould nt>t he met by the Boards. 

In 1932 the Bengal Motor Vehicles Tax Aet was passed to provide 
for more funds to the District Boards and Municipalities for improving, 
maintaining and constructing roads in the province. About Gb lakhs 
of rupees have been distributed among the local bodies since the 
commencement of the war. 

A new epoch in the road activity of the province was ushered in 
by the inauguration of the Ontral Road Fund in 1930. Although the 
•ubventionT received from the Road Fund cannot be considered adequate 
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for meeting the immense deficiency of road needs of the province it 
cannot be denied that it has greatly stimulated road and bridge 
constrrjction in the province. 

Bengal is sorely in need of systematised and inter-connected roads. 
In order, therefore, to evolve an orderly road system Mr. A. J. King 
was appointed Special Officer to survey and study the road needs of 
the province and to submit recommendations to Government. Mr. King’s 
report was available to Government in the middle of 1939. Since then 
Government in constructing roads have pursued a policy the main 
points of which are that the projects should be spread over as many 
districts as possible and that the roads undertaken for construction 
should he such that they may be ultimately linked up into a system 
serving inter-district and provincial and not merely local needs. Most 
of the roads undertaken by Government on this principle belong to 
the District Boards and it has been decided by Government that all 
trunk and inter-district roads (‘onstnnded or reconstructed from the 
Central ll(»ad Fund will be maintained by Governnieiit t}iere])> relieving 
the District Boards from the resjxmsibility of maintaining thes(‘ roads 
and enabling’ them to devote more money on roads of district import- 
ance. 

Now, Sir, it is known to the House that there was a large accu- 
mulation of the Bengal share of allocation out of the siil)V(*ntion from 
the (hmtral Ibnid Fund. 1 am glad to announce that the halancf* will 
be entirely wiped out by the drawal of Ks. 30 lakhs next >ear. The 
total ])rovision for Hoad Fund works asked for in the budget for 1942- 
43 is Hs. 41.1o,(K)0 ineludfng Its 10,000 for establishment (barges. 
Tlie accumulated balance of IN. 30 lakhs up to the mid of the year 
1942-43 will be eomjdetely spent in that year and the balance of 
lls. 10 lakhs will have to be found from the proceeds of the Bengal 
Motor Spirits Sales Tax. 

I beg to mention, Sir, in tliis connection that on account of the 
outbreak of hostilities with Japan, a good number of Hoad rollers and 
other roud-making implements have been rerjui.sitioned from the 
Department by the Government of India. Steel, which is required 
for bridging, has been controlled since August. ■ 1941, and tar and 
bitumen also have been controlled very reiently. All these will 
i’ertainly affect adversely the surfacing and bridging work in respect 
of our Hoad Board projects. We are prepared to meet this situation 
however (1) by changing the surface specification in some cases, where 
practicable; (2) by taking up earthwork and other preliminary works 
in respect of the large number of projects which have been sactioned 
but which would not have been otherwise taken up; (3) by pushing on 
preliminar>" survey work in respect of the projects approved by the 
Provincial Board of Communications and awaiting Government of 
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India’s sanction and also by pusbinp: on land acquisition work; 
ana (4) by construction of tlic necessary number of small arch masonry 
culTerts.* • 

The bii(l"(‘l estiniale for the next year excludes the estiipaled 
expenditure on A. 11. P. work.s wliicli is debiied directly to the head 
“6H — Extraordinary charges in India — Exp(‘nditure on A. R. P., 
etc.” The various works under this head carried out by this depart- 
ment are as follows: — (1) Conatrut<‘tion of Hallle-walls, (2) protection 
of essential buildings and einerjrencv hospitals, (d) fire-stations, (4) 
first-aid posts, (o) warden’s posts, (tl) contiad room, (7) shelters, (8) 
miscellaneous, (})) Duiu Duni fire trainiu”: school. (10) A. R. P. Depot, 
(11) protection of cdii(‘atiorial institutions, and (12) provision of anti- 
incendiary bomb equipments to (lovernment buildin^fs. The addi- 
tional establishment char^’es to he incurred by tlie department to 
supplement the noimal staff to (‘ope with tlie increas(‘d works on ae<‘ount 
of the A. K. 1*. ar(‘ Its. 1,10,000 for the year PM2-4d, and as ajrainst 
this the estimated cxj>enditurc on A, R. P. durinjr the year is 
Rs. 87.00,000, During'- the current year an »‘\pcjiditure of Rs. JO.OO.OOO 
has been incurred with an additional estahli>hm(*nt worth Rs. 78,000. 
The t‘sta])lishment charges beino; less than even 5 per cent, of the 
works expenditun*. it will be clear to tin* ll<)ns(‘ that the staff of the 
dej)artment is*now wtnkinjr under very lii^h pressure. Normally the 
percentage is I'ound about 13. 

Criticism is often made of this department as a wasting dopart- 
ineut. The House should not forget the larw resjjonsibility which rests 
oil this di'partment in jiroviding suitable ftccnmniodution for (iovern- 
ment offices and officers, schools, colleges and hnsjiitals and many oilier 
similar important public institutions, and fur jirnviding roads for 
communications mostly motorable, tin* need lur which is more than 
justified now on account of military (b'vchqimcnts ]iractically over the 
whole of the province. 1 am Mire, Sir, that when 1 exjdain to the 
House tin* method in which works are carried out by this department 
they will realise that this is not a wasting dc})artni(*nt. The rates at 
which estimates for tlie works an* framed are generally the si'heduled 
rates which are by no means extravagant as the/ compare favourably 
with the District Iloftrds' rates and are revi*^ed. reduced or increased 
as and when necessary. Competitive tender*' on the basis of these 
estimates are then called for arnl there Ix ing new a classified list of 
contractors in the department the lates tendered by the e^irntractors 
are not expected to be fictitious. The lowest aniongHt the tenderers is 
then given the work and extra rates in course of the execution of works 
are not allowed except under extraordinary circumstances. While the 
works are in progress they are supervised constantly by a series of 
officers up to the Superintending Engineers and even by the Chief 
Engineer himself, if required so that there should not be any chance 
25 
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of the contractor in charge of the work attempting to lower the speci- 
fications of the work, according^ to the standard of this department. 
What I promise is that I shall investigate personally any cases of acts 
of omission and commission which the officers of this department are 
charged with. 

Sir, I have finished. I may tell this House that as I have already 
stated, so far as village roads and district committees are concerned, 
I am in entire agreement with my friend Dr. Sanyal ^(Cries of “Hear, 
hear” from the Congress Opposition benches) that -E road system in 
this province is absolutely essential, so that on the basis of that the 
irrigation projects winch are in our contemplation may not be inter- 
ferred with and the province of Bengal may have, as in other civilised 
conutries, as comprehensive a road system throughout the province as 
will make the people of Bengal happy. 

The motion of Maulvi Mirza Abdul Hafiz that the demand of 
Bh. l,4d, 04,000 for expenditure under the heads “oO — Civil Works” 
and “81 — Civil Works not charged to Revenue” l)e reduced by Rs. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datfa that the demand of 
Rs. 1,40,04, 000 for expenditure under the heads “50 — Civil Works” 
and “81 — (’ivil W<»rks not charged to Bevenuo” be reduced by Rs. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Serajul Islam that the demand of 
Br. l,4d,04,00tl for expenditure under the heads “50— Civil Works” 
and “81— Civil Works not ^harged to Revenue” be reiluced by Rs. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanjml that the demand of 
Rs. 1,43,04,000 for expenditure under the heads “50 — Civil Works” 
and “81 — Civil Works not charged to Revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The main motion of the Hon’ble Mr. M. Shamsuddin Ahmed that 
a sum of Bs. 1,43,04,000 be grantetl for expenditure under the heads 
“50 — Civil Works ’ and “81 — Civil Works not charged to Revenue”, 
was then put and agreed to. 


Adjoumnitiit. ^ 

The House was then adjourned at 11-40 a.m. till 8-30 a.m. on 
Monday, the 16th March, 1942, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 


B. O, PrMS— M42.43— 2449A— 701. 



Index to the 

Bengal Legislative Assembly Proceedings. 

(Official Report) 

Vol. LXII— Na 2— Thirteenth Session, 1942. 

(The 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th, 13th, and 14th March 1942.) 
((03 Stands for gnsstjeM.) 


KMul Am, MaalMa Md. 

Demand for Grant: ll—Ragiatration: 
pp. 10,5-167. 

(bdul Hang, Mr. Mirxa 

Arrest of some (lersons in Certain dia- 
tricts of Bengal (Q.) pp. 320-,H22. 

Dcmiands for Grants: 60— Civil Works 
and 81 — Civil Works not cbargtxl to 
Ueveniie: pp. .‘102-364. 

Demand for Grant: 10 — Forest: pp. 
154-156, 

Introduction of •the Bengal Non- 
Agricultural Tenancy Bill: (Q.) p. 
11 . 

Mymensingh District Board Election: 
(g.) pp. 139-140. 

Recniitment of a Muslim Assistant 
Executive Engineer in the Com- 
munications and Works Department: 
(Q.) pp. 134-137. 

bdut Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Demand for Grant: 26 — General Ad- 
ministration — General Administra- 

tion: p. 254. 

bdul Karim, Mr. 

Demand for Grant: 26— 4}enerai Ad- 
ministration — General Adnuniatra- 

tion; p. 254. 

Mm Karim, tM Man’Mt Klum Bahadur 

M. 

Demand for Grant: 11 — Begutration: 
pp. 165, 172-174. 

Dielnm^ent of the amount bndifeted 
for Mahamahopadhyaya WaridM 
Stdhaaiabagiah: (Q.) pp. 186 , 187 . 

Knforoemeat of the Bengal Shops and 
BmahUshments Act, 1940, in Chitta- 



Imposition of education oesa In SfSndar- 
ban Estates, 24-Pargaiia8 : (Q.) pp. 


lntru(lu(‘tion of compulsory primary 
education in Uujsliahi; (Q ) p. 7. 

Abdul Latif Blawas, Maulvl 

Demand for Grant: 25— General Ad- 
nunistratiun— General Administra- 
tion: p, 254. 

Demand for Grant under 7— Land 
Keveniie. pp. 46-47. 

Abdul MaJW, Mr. 8yad 

Acquisition of land for the projicsed 
headquarter station of Noakhali: 
(Q.) pp 2;i8, 2,39. 

Demands for Grants: 50— Civil Works 
and HI — Chvil Works not charged to 
Revenue: pp. 366, 367-368. 

Demand for Grant under 7— Land 
Revenue; pp. 82-84. 

Home internment of the Secretary, 
Muslim League, Noakhali: (Q.) pp] 
6-7. 

Notices on certain Mualim hotel- 
keepers and the Islamia Printing and 
Publishing Company of Noakhali- 
(Q.) pp. 121-124. 

Notices on oertain peraona of Sonai- 
muri, Noakhali: (Q.) pp. 121-123. 

Point of order on the releraacy of 
Maalvi Abo Hoaaain Sarkar'e speech 
in oonneetami with Qeneral 
tration Budget: p. 214. 

Ahdid MttaMh MaMk, Or. 

Demand for Grant uiider B-^Proehmial 
Excise: pp. 112-113. 

Toddy shops in BairaohDoio GbsO*. 



iinxBX. 


[Vot. LXn-ITo. 2 


a 

AMA WaiMb KhMi, Mr. 

Ooart of Wards Estates in Bengal: 
(Q.) pp. 74.r«. 

AlHlifl WahMl, Maulvl 

Demand for Grant: 11 — Registratioii: 
pp. 171-172. 

Abdulla*AI Mahmood, Mr. 

Alleged assault of students by Police 
at Bongaon railway station: (Q.) 
pp. 326-329. 

Demand for Grant under 7 — Land 
Revenue: pp. 27-30. 

Internment of certain i>erson8 under 
Defence of India Rules in Tippera: 
(Q.) pp. 329-330. 

Notices served on certain Muslim 
League members of Noakhali by the 
District Magistrate for prosecution: 

(Q.) p. 20. 

Pnxiession with music before mosque: 
(Q.) p. 132. 

Abdur Rahman SMdKiL Mr. 

Demand for Grant under 7— Land 
Revenue: pp. 39-41. 

Point of order on the question of 

referring to matters which are sub- 
judice: p. 220. 

Point of order raiscnl by Dr, Naiinaksha 
Sanyal regarding the report of the 
Assembly proceedings in the “States- 
man”: pp. 3.17. 

AMur Raahaad, Maylvl Md. 

Demand for Grant: 25 — General Ad- 
ministration— General Administra- 
tion: p. 254. 

AMdur Raia Chowdhury, Khan Bahadur 

Maulfl 

Internment of a prominent liOague 
worker of Gunabati, Tip|H>ra: (Q.) 
pp. 319-320. 

Meeting at Hajiganj, Tippera, on 2:ird 
<Ianaary, 1942: (Q.) pp. 322-324. 

Abu Nbaaalii BaiiMir, Maulvl 

Demand for Grant : 25 — General Ad- 
ministration Ge n eral Adminietra- 
iion: pp. 212, 213, 214, 21&^6, 217- 
218. 

Demand for Grant: T^Land Revenue: 
pp. 34-37. 


AM PazI, Mr. Md. 

Appointments in the Co-operativ 
Credit and Rural Indebtednes 
Department from 1937-42* (Q.) p[ 
72-73. 

Aoharyya Choudhury, Maharaja 8at> 
Kanta, of Muktagaoha, Mynmneingh 

Demand for Grant under 7 — Lan^ 
Revenue: pp. 37-39. 

Felicitation to Mr. Speaker; pp. 314 
316. 

Acquisition of land for the proposei 
headquarter station of Noakhali 
(Q.) pp. 238-239. 

Ahmed All Mridha, Maulvl 

Demands for Grants; XVU, etc.- 
Irrigation, pp. 340-:M3. 

Demand for Grant: 11 — Registration: 
pp. 107-1G9. 

Di'inand fur (I runt: 7 — Land Revenue. 
l)p. .'55-r)G 

Alleged aMault of itudentt by Polloo at 
Bongaon Railway station: (Q.) pp, 
32G-329. 

Alleged assault on qnd arrest of students 
by Polioe: (g.) pp. 57-58. 

Amendments to geourity Priionort’ 
Rules: (Q.) pp. 179-181. 

Appointment of a temporary Assistant 
Analyst in the Public Health Labora- 
tory: (g.) pp. 2:14-2,%. 

Arrest of Muslims at Barlsali (Q.) no. 
llK-120. 

Arrest of Muslim students at Barlsalt 

(Q.) pp. 58-59. 

Arrest of Muslims under the Defenoe of 
India Rules: (g.) pp. 120-121. 

Arreet of tome ptrsont In oortain die- 
trleU of Bengal: (g.) pp. 320^. 
Assault of students 

AllegiMi — by Police at Bongaon Railway 
station: (Q.) pp. 326 ^ 29 . 

Assault on and arrvst of atudonts by tho 
Polloo 

Alleged—: (Q.) pp. 57-58. 

Aulad NoMtIn Khan, Khan rmitiir 
Maidvl 

Restrictiofiia for holding 
Dacca; (Q.) pp. eOSl, 



Iltsit. 


?«,. LXII— So.'S.) 


Aviragt dtatti rat# from imlaria In 1M1 1 

((i) pp. 18-19. 

Azhar All, Mauivi 

Pall in the price of raw jute: (Q.) 
69-72. 

llelief to tho weavers of Bengal: (Q.) 
pp. G4-67. 

Ban on Mutllm Laagiia moating at 
Oaudkandl, Tlpporai (Q.) pp. 14.v 
14C. 

Ban on Mutllm Laaguo maatingt in 
Noakhali dittrlati (Q.) pp. 3-4. 
Banarli, Mr. P. 

Demand for Grant: 8 — Provincial 
Kxciho- pp. 10(>-U)7. 

Demand for Grant: 11 — Registration 
PI). 169-17(1 

Banariaa, tha Hon’bta Mr. Pramattia 
Nath 

Acquisition of land for the pro|K»se<l 
headquarter station of Noakhnlr 
(Q.) pp 2,'^, m. 

C'ourt of Wards Estates in Bengal 
(Q.) pp. 71-76. 

Demand for (trant. 7"Lan<l Revenue, 
pp. 49 - 5 : 1 , gr>4«». 9.5-98. 

Demand for Grants: 9 -Stamps: pp. 
164, I()5. 

Distress in Tipi)era: (Q.) pp. 8-11. 
Introduction of tho ikingal Non- 
Agncultural Tenancy Bill: (Q.) p 
11. 

Non-Agricultural Tenancy Rill: (Q.) 
p. 11. 

Recommendations of Floud Commis- 
sion: ((^.) pp. CH-69. 

Reduction of rent of the Kasi Wards 
Estate and Mahendra Roy Estate in 
Tippora: (Q.) pp. 76-77. 

Relief to flood-stricken people: (Q.) 
pp. 62-64. 

Relief to fiood-ftneken people of 
Sabang thana, liidnapore: (Q.) p. 
8. 

Rdief to aemindmrs of flood and 
cyclone affected districts: (Q.) pp. 
61-63. 

Salami by Calcntta landlords: <Q.) 
pp. 335ld2b. 

Temporary '^fliandina** legislation: 

tn \ nn jieiJMR 


m 

B«Mr|te, Mr. BityiiMlifa 

Non-official resolution regarding release 
of persons convicted detained 
under the Defence of India Act and 
Rules: pp. 214-299. 

Banerlet, Mr. Blbnath 

Demand for Grant: 2*5 — General Ad- 
ministration - General Administra- 
tion. pp. 27>r>-257. 

Demand for Grant under H-— Provincial 
Kxciho: pp. 168-110. 

Banerlse, Dr. Surath Chandra 

Discussion on the Non -official 
hiiioii rt^gardtng release of persons 
coiiMctcd or dcfainiMl under the 
DefciK'e of India Act and Rules 
moved hy Mr. Ratyapriya Banerjee: 
pp. :I01-;UX5. 

Barman, the Hon'bls Mr. Upendra Nath 

DoriiMtul lor (Jniiit 19-' Forest : pp. 
149-156, R5M63. 

Demand for Grant. H—Provinoial 
K.xciw pp. 99-101. 11 .'I- 114. 

I'lsldy Slio]>H in Bnrruckporo Oirole: 
(G ) pp. l.Tl-lai 

Baiu, the Hon’ble Mr. Santoth Kumar 

Appomt.mi'nt of a tcm|><>rnry Assistant 
Anaivst in tlu‘ Public Health ]>abora- 
. (Q ) pp. 2:i4 . 235. 

.tppoini mi*ti( to the post of Buperin- 
tendent, Bengal Vaccine institute: 
(Q.) p. 80. 

Average death ratr' from mnUria in 
1941 : (Q.) pp. 1M9. 

f*o-ojM«ratu)ii of various non-official orga- 
nivniioMH with the A.R.P. for Civil 
Defence Duties ; (Q.) pp. 141-144. 

Evaeiu'es from Burma and Par East: 
(Q.) pp. 187, 18H, 189, 190, 191, 192, 
194. 

Extension of lervice of the Inspector 
of Septic Tank Installaticms: (Q ) 
p. 19. 

Mymensingh District Board Blsotiout 
(Q.) pp. 139-140. 

New Gonstituonoies for Jeaaore Diairict 
Board Election ; <Q.) pp. 138-139. 

Point of order raised by Dr. Nalinaksba 
Saoyal regarding tho report of the 
Assembly proceedings in the **Btatee» 
man”: pp. 331, 382, 838, 3B6, 383^, 
338, 339. 

Post of Inspector of Bmoke-Nnisasoee : 

ti 70 



[Voi,. Lxn— No. 2. 


» INBBI. 


c 

••figal rinaiiM (Amtiiiiinint) Bill, 1M1 

Prefientation of the Report of the Select 
CommUtee on the — ; p» 246. 

Bill 

Introduction of the Bonj^al Non>Agri> 
cultural Tenancy — : (Q.) p. 12. 

Kan* Agricultural Tenancy—; (Q.) p. 

11 . 

BdM, Mr. Sarat Chandra and hit family 

Maintenance allowance of — ; (Q.) pp. 

69-60. 

Chakrabartyi Mr. Jatlndra Nath 

Family allowance for security prisoner 
Sj. Pratul Gobinda ]>cb; (Q.) p. 

1H4. 

‘*0handl«ia** 

Temporary — letiislation : (Q.) pp, 324 

325. 

Oompuitory primary aduoatlon In Raj- 
•hahi 

Intrixluction ot — : (Q.) p. 7. 

Co-oparatlon 

Of varimiH non-ofiicial organ isatiouH 
with the A.R.P. for Givil defenc’o 
duties ; (Q.) pp. 141-144. 

Co-oparativa CradIt and Rural Indabtad- 
naat Oapartmant 

Appointment) in the — from 1937-1941 ; 
(g.) pp. 72-73. 

Ca-oparativa Soolatiaa in Ohittagong 

Defalcations in some of the — : (Q.) 

pp. 146-148. 

Oaurt of Warda Eitataa in Bangali (Q.) 
pp. 74-76. 

Dat, Ral Bahib Anukui Chandra 

Demand for Grant; 26 — General Ad- 
ministration — General Administra- 

tion ; p. 254. 

Demand for Grants; XVIl, etc. — 
Irrigation: p. 350. 

Daa BiMta, Babu Khagandra Nath 

Financial help to security prisoner Sj. 
PrafuUa Kumar Tripaihy: (Q.) pp. 
183-1^. 


Pitta, Mr. Dhirandm Nath 

Demands for Grants : 60 — Civil ^llforiw 

and 81 — Civil Works not Charged to 
Revenue; pp. 364-366, 367, 368. 

Demand for Grant: 10 — Forest; pp. 
169-160. 

Demand for Grant: 26 — General Ad- 
mmistration — General Administra- 
tion- pp. 219-220, 221, 266. 

Demands for Grants: XVII, etc.— 
Irrigation ; p. 360. 

Demand for Grant : 7— Land Revenue: 

pp. 87-89. 

Demand for Grant : 8 — Provincial 
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Point of ordor raised by Mr. H. 8. 
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pp. 118-120. 

Arrest of Muslim students at BarissI; 
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Hamiduddin Ahmod, Khan Sahib 

Demand for grant under 7 — Land 
Revenue; pp. 89-90. 
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l*ro<’e,ssion ut romilla; (Q.) pp. C7- 

(W. 

Utsiurtion of rent of the Kaai Wards 
Kstnte and Mahendra Roy Estate in 
Tipiwra: (Q.) pp. 76-77. 

Scheme for constructing a bridge over 
Gumti river in TipiH^ra: (Q.) p. 
;wi. 

Maintananoa allowanoa for famlllaa of 

two sacurity priionani (Q.) pp. HKi- 

19H. 

Maintananoa allowanoa of Mr. Sarat 

Chandra Bom and hla family i <Q.) 

pp. 59-4iih 

MattI, Mr. NIkunJa Baharl 

llemand for Grant under 7 — Land 
Revenue, pp. , 93-95. 

MaJI, Mr. Adwalta Kumar 

Relief to flood-striken people; (Q.) 
pp. 62-64. 

Maiumdar, Mr. dnanandra Chandra 

Amend monts to Becuriiy Priaoners’ 
Rules: (Q.) pp. 179-180. 

Detention of Sei'urity Prisonars: (Q.) 
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Withhohliiig of letter of Be<-urity 
prisoner; (Q.) p. .‘VIO. 

Mat, Mr. Itwar Chandra 

Demands for Grants: XVII, etc. — 
Irrigation: pp. 349, 350. 

Malaria In 1941 

Average death rate from—: (Q.) *»p. 
18-19. 

Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvl 

Demand for Grant: 10 — Forest: p. 161. 

Meeting at Hallgan], TIppera, on g3rd 

January, I942i (Q.) pp. 322-324. 

Meaaage from the Bengal Legislative 

Ceunoll regarding the Bengal Criminal 

Law (Industrial aregs) (Amendment) 

Bill, 19421 p. HO. 

Mohammed All, Khan Bahadur 

Dt^mand for Grant: 25 — General Ad- 
ministrntHui- -General Administra- 
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convictt'd or d(!taiiK<d under the 
Defence' of India Act and Rules 
moved by Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee: 
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My am wlN i h Dfstrlat Baard 

<Q.) pp. 139-140. 


Eiittiilii 



You LXII— No. 2,] 


INDEX. 


si 


D6iiuwd for withdrawal of expreasion 
**Leader of the goondas’* used by 
the Hon’ble Finance Miuiftter: 

p. 281. 

Point of order raised by Dr. Nab- 
naksha Sanya! reganling the re{»rt 
of the Ahsembly prociH^dingH in the 
“Statesman” : p. 

Naiimuddin, Khwajt Sir 
Demand for graiiL “26 — General 
Administration — Genera! Adminis- 

tration”. pp. 268-275. 

Demand for withdrawal of expression 
“I/Oader of the ucHirulns” usefl by 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister, pp. 
281, 282. 

Felicitation to Mr. SiK'nker p. .‘113. 
Point of order raised by Dr. Nali- 
naksha Sanyal renardinji the report 
of the Assembly proc<'e(liii^:s in the 
Statesman”, p. 336. 

Ntw ConttitumlM 

For Jesaorc District Boanl Flection . 
(Q ) pp. i;i8-i;i2* 

Noakhafi 

Acquisition of land for the proimsed 
headquart<*r station of — (Q ) pi». 

2:18-239. 

NoariMfdIn, Mr. K. 

Alleged ns.sault on and arrest of 
students by jxilice: (Q.) pp. 67-68. 
Distribution of certain pamphlets 
(Q i pp. 17-18. 

* Extension of Hen'i(*e of the Ins|>ector 
of Septic Tank Installations. (Q.) 

p. 19, 

Post of Ins}>ector of Smoke-Nuisances: 
(Q.) p. 79. 

Refusal by the District Magistrate 
of Bogra to grant permission to 
students to hold meeting; pp. 4-6. 
Notices on certain Muslim hotel- 
keepers and the Islamia Printing and 
Publishing Company, of Noakbah: 
(Q.) pp. 12M24. 

Notices on, certain persons of 3onai> 
muri, Noakhali: (Q.) pp. 121-122. 
Notices served on certain Muslim 
League members of Noakhali by the 
District Magiatrata for proMontioB: 
(Q.) P. 30. 


m in rf ii a, Mr. A. K.-eoMold. 

Number of security prisoners under 
Dt>fenoe of India Act and albiwanct^a: 
(Q.) pp.‘l8Ma3. » 

Ohserviitions on the motion of 
Dr. Nalinuksha Sanyal that the 
qiit*>tion 1 k‘ now put: pp. 11-46. 

Orilar of Biitlnaas 

DihctiMHion on the short-notici' ques- 
tion ot Dr. Nalinak^ha Sanya} 
rcganling pp, 21-27. 

Pamphlitt 

Distribiiiioii of certain—-: (Q.) pp. 17- 
18. 

Parking 

Of nuitor cars near cinema. (Q.) pp. 
2.30-237. 

Pay and proapaoU 

Of inferior (lovcrnmenl serA’ants: (Q.) 
pp. 12-1.3, 141-1 16. 

Permission to studonts to hold mooting 

Refusal by the District Magistrate of 
H<»gra to grant -- (Q ) pp. 4-6. 

Persons 

Dealt with under the Defence of India 
Rules in Bengal ; (Q.) pp. 2-6. 

PIroJpur Jail Yardi (Q.) pp. 177-178. 

Point of ordor 

Regarding payment of salaries of 
Ministers; pp. B)8-2(X). 

Raised by Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal re- 
garding payment of salaries of 
Ministers: p. 246. 

Raised by Mr. Abdur Rahman Biddiqi 
on the question of referring matters 
which are 8uh ju/inr : p. 220. 

RaiswJ by Dr. Nalinaksha Sanya) 

regarding the a<lmintsirstion of tho 
AKsenibly Department, during the 
absence of the Hon’ble Bpoaker 
either within or outside the country: 

pp. 81-82. 

Raiw'd by Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal 

regarding the position of the Deputy 
S{>eaker in the absence of the 
Speaker in or outside India: pp. 14$. 
149. 

Raised by Dr. Nalinaksha Banyal 

regarding the report of tile 
Assembly proooodiags ia tbo '^Dtatoo- 
man*': pp. 391-339. 
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¥ prlvUtt* 

Eegarding th« removal of benches on 
the woNtem verandah: pp. 86, 105- 
106. ' 

Polltloal prisontr 

Samar Iloy: (Q.) p. 196. 

PoitpeniiiMnt 

Of starred question No. 157; p. 326. 

PrtvetitkMi 

Of certain jiorsons from addressing a 
meeting at Natore by the Subdivi- 
sional Offitwr; (Q.) pp, 128-130. 

PriM of raw Jute 

Fall in the — : (Q.) pp. 69-72. 

Printing 

Of voters' lists for Contra! Legielative 
Assembly uiul the amounts allotted 
for Mymensingh. (Q.) p. i2. 

Prooetelon 

At ('ornilla’ (Q.) pp. 67-68. 

With music Iwtore mosque: (Q.) p. 
132. 

Promotion! 

Of Junior Civil St)rvjoe OflBcers to 
Ilengal Civil Service: (Q.) p. 236. 

Provision 

For examination fees and for pur- 
chasing text-hooka for students 
detained us stnurity prisoners: (Q.) 
pp. 241-242. 

Public Hoalth Laboratory 

Ajqsiintment of u temjKirary Assistant 
Analyst in thi' — (Q.) pp. 234-236. 

Roy, Mr. Ohananjoy 

Pay and proaptn-ts of inferior Govern- 
ment servants; (Q.) pp. 12-13. 

Roy, Mr. Kamal Krishna 

Demand for grant “26 — General 
Administration — (Jeneral Adminis- 

tration": pp, 26;V-265. 

Demand for grant under "8 — Provin- 
cial Excise; pp. 107-108. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar 

Felicitation to Mr. Speaker: p. 313. 

Point of order raised by Dr. Noli- 
nakaha Sauyal regarding the report 
of the Assembly proceedings in the 

••SutMtuu"; pp. 3H, 3^ 


Roy, SrNiut Prafmta mt D«b Kiaav 

Gupta of Caloutta 

Kxtemment orders on — : (Q.) pp. 
124-128. 

Roy, Samar 

Political prisoner — : (Q.) p. 196. 

RacommomtatkMit 

For improvement of Security Prisoners’ 
Jlules. (Q.) pp. 178-179. 

Raoruitment 

Of a Muslim Assistant Executive 
Engineer in the Communications and 
^ Works Department; (Q.) pp, 134- 
137. 

Reduction of rent 

01 the Kazi Wards Estate and 
Mahendra Roy Estate in Tippera: 
(Q.) Pl>. 76-77. 

Rofutal 

Of the District Magistrate of Bogra to 
grant permission to students to hold 
jiu'cting. (Q.) pp. 4-6. 

Relief 

To flood-stricken people (Q.) pp. 62- 
64. 

To fl(K)d-stricken i)eople of Sabang 
thnna, MidnaiMire. (Q.) p, 8. 

To the weavers of Bengal (Q.) pp. 
()4-67. 

To zemindars of flood and cyclone 
nflfw'tt'd districts: (Q.) pp. 61-62. 

Resolution (nonH>fnoial) 

Of Mr. Ratyapnya Banerjoe regarding 
release of persons convicted or 
detained under the Defence of India 
Act and Rules; pp. 294-311. 

Reetriotlont 

For holding meetings at Dacca: (Q.) 

pp. 60-61. 

Rotiromifit 

Of Government servants after 26 years 
of service: (Q.) p. BIS. 

Sabang thana, MMnaport 

Relief to flood -stricken (MHiplo of — ; 

(Q.) p. 8. 

Salami 

By Caloatta landlords: (Q.) pp. gSg. 
326. 
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Appointment of a temporary Assistant 
Analyst in the Public Health 
laboratory: (Q.) p. 234. 

Enforcement of the Bengal Shops and 
Establishments Act, 1940, in Chitta- 
gong: (Q.) pp. 13-14. 
Recommendations of Floud Commis- 
sion: (Q.) pp. 63-69. 

Retirement of G(»vernment servants 
after 25 years of service: (Q.) p. 
138. 

Binyal, Or. Ntlinaksha 

Co-operation of various non-official 
organisations with the A. R. P. 
for civil defence duties: (Q.) pp. 
141-144. 

Demands for grants “60 — Civil Works” 
and “HI --('ivil Works" not charged 
to Hcvomic pp. :m, 370-372, 373. 

“lO -ForeKt" pp. 150-154. 

“25 -(icnerul Adrnniistrutioii --General 
Adininislration" pp 2.")()-253. 255. 

XVII, et<’. — Irrig/ition pp. :i46-349, 
.VVi. :150. 

“11 Kcgistration". pp. 170-171. 

ExK nmon id lime for discussion of 
non-officjal resolutions pp, 305, 306. 

Point of order on the position of the 
Deputy Sp4jaker in the absenc.e of the 
SiKuiker in or outside India pp. 148- 
149. 

Point of order rc^garding the adminis- 
tration of the Assembly Department 
during the absence of the Hon’ble 
Si>eaker cither within or outside the 
country: pp. 81-82, 

Point of order regarding payment of 
salaries of Ministers: pp. 198, 199, 
200, 246. 

Point of order regarding the report 
of the Assembly proceedings in the 
“Statesman”: pp. .‘J31, 383, 334, 
m, 336, 337. 

Short-notice questions regarding the 
internment of Dr. Suresh Chandra 
- Banerjee and regarding the order of 
business: pp. 20-27. 

iMQfftl. Mr. StMiHiA Mhar 

Demand for grant “25 — General 
Administration — General Adminis- 
tration”: pp. 205-208. 


if > 

iMiyil, Mr. iMtiilMi •MtiNr~"ecMw>hA 

Demand for grant under “7— 4iand 
Revenue”: pp. 41-44* 

Sc‘home for constructing a bridge over 
Gumti river in Tipi)era: (Q.) p. 
331. 

Seorstnry, Mutllm Lttfiit, NMliliftll 

Home internment of the — : (Q.) pp. 
G-7. 

Security Priaonert^ Rulit 

Amendments to — : (Q.) pp, 179-181. 

Security prltofitr(s) 

Detention of—: (Q.) pp. 239-240. 

Family allow^ance for — Sj. Pratul 
Gobinda Dch: (Q.) pp, 184-185. 

Fiimily ullowtirK'c to certain — : (Q.) 

pp. I:i()-I31. 

Finaiuia) holp to Sj. Praftilla Kumar 
Tripalhy (Q.) pp. lKl-184. 

(•rant of alloaaix'o to the families 
ot tg.) pp. 210-211. 

Maintenance allowaiu'c lor families of 
two--, (g.l pp. 1 }h;-198. 

Number of — under JhdeniMi of India 
.■tct and allowanccM. (g.) pp. 181- 
18,3. 

J*ro\i.Hion i<ir examination and for 
purcliiiHing tcxt-bfxiks for Ntudonts 
dctiiinwl as (g ) pp. 241-242. 

Treatment of an insaiu^— , (g.) pp. 

140-141. 

Security prieonert detained in HIJII 

Special Jail 

Inl«TviewH with—; (Q.) pp. 78-79. 

Security pritener Si. OeS Kumar Oliaaii 

Lfmvc to—: (Q.) pp. 1-2. 

Security Frlaonera’ Rulet 

Recommendations for improvement 
of-: (g.) pp. 178-179. 

San, Mr. AtuI Chandra 

Point of order raised by Dr. NalinaJcsha 
Sanyal regarding the report of the 
Assembly proceedings in the “ftinttt 
man”: p. 336. 

Sen, Bahu Nagandm Nath 

Disbursement of the amount budgeted 
for Ifahamsbopadhyaya Haridaa 
Sidhantabegiih: (Q.) p. 166. 

a 



ursBx. 


[Tot. LSH^No. 2 . 


Mr 

Wo imm i n i mUh-eonad. 

fixterntneni orders on Sj. Deb Kamax 
Gupta and Sj. PrafuUa Roy of 
CalAitta; (Q.) pp. 124-128. 

IinjwRition of Education Cess in 
Sundarbans Estates, 24-Pargana8: 
(Q.) pp. 7-8.. 

Number of Security prisoners under 
Defence of India Act and allowances: 
(Q.) p. 181. 

Serajul laltm, Mr. 

Demands for Grants: SO-Civil Works 
and 81— Civil Works not charged to 
Revenue: pp. 368-370. 

New (/onstitucncies for Jessore District 
Board Election: (Q.) pp. 138-139. 

Shahabuddin, Mr. Khwaja 

Point ol or<ler raised l)y Dr. Nulinaksha 
Hanyul regarding the report of the 
AsHeinbly pmceedings in the “States- 
man” : pp. 3M2, 333. 

Remarks in connection with the Non- 
official n'solution regarding release of 
[wrsons convictoil or detained under 
tho Defence of India Act and Rules 
movtKl by Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee: 
pp. ;100, ;106, 311. 

Shahadall, Mr. 

Demand for Grant under 7 — Land 
Revenue; pp. 48-49. 

Distress in Tipi)era; (Q.) pp. 8-11. 
Promotions of Junior Civil Service 
officers to Bengal CivU Service: (Q.) 
p. 236. 

Shamtuddln Ahmad, tha Mon’bla Mr. 

Demands for Grants: 60— -CHvil Works 
and 81— Civil Works not charged to 
Revenue: pp. 361, 375-380. 

Demands for Grants; XVII, etc. 
Irrigation: pp. 339, 340, 350-366, 356- 
360. 

Recruitment of a Moslem Assistant 
Executive Engineer in the Oommuni- 
cationB and Work* Department: 
(Q.) pp. ' 

Scheme for conrtnWtittg • fridge over 
Oumti river in Tippers; (Q.) p. 
331. 

•hilM and EatabUshmanta Aat, IMS 

JSnfweemsnt of the Bengal — in Chitta- 

gongi (Q.) PP- 1^1^- 


Sfdhantabaglaii, Ma lia w blMpi dl Mifi 
Haiidaa 

Disbursement of the amount budgeted 
for—: (Q.) pp. 185-187. 

Spatkar, Mr. (Tha Hon'Ma Sir Muham- 
mad Aztzul Haqtw, C.I.E., Khan Baha- 
dur) 

Ohsenations on the short-notice 
questions of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal 
regal ding the internment of Dr. 
Suresh Hhandra Banerjee and the 
ordhr of business: pp. 21, 22, 23, 24, 
25, 26 and 27. . 

Observations on the Non-official Reso- 
lution regarding release of persons 
convicted or detained under the 
Defence of India Act and Rules 
moved by Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee: 
pp. 300, 306, :J06, ;k)7, 311. 

•Reply to the felicitations of tho House 
to Mr. Speaker; pp. 315-318. 

8tudant(t) 

Provision for examination fees and for 
purchasing text- hooks for — detained 
UK Security prisoners: (Q.) pp. 241- 
242. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. 8. 

Demand for Grant: 25 — General Ad- 
ministration — General Administra- 
tion: pp. 204-211. 

Demand for withdrawal of expression 
“loader of the goondas” used by the 
Hon' hie Finance Minister: pp. 281, 
282. 

Point of order on the question of 
allowing members other than the 
Chief Minister to speak from the 
other side: p. 212. 

Point of order raised by Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal regarding the report of the 
Assembly proceedings in the “State*- 
man”; pp. 332, 334, 338, 339. 

SuparifitandMit, Bangal Vaoalfia Inatl- 
tuta 

Appointment to the post of—: (Q.) 

p. 80. 

8ur, Mr. Harandra Kumar 

Demand for Grant: *25— Genial Ad- 
ministration — General Administra- 
tion: pp. 230-238. 
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(Q.) pp. 324-325. 

TMy Shops In Sarraokport Cirolot (Q.) 

pp. 

Troatmont of an mtano Soourtty prisonort 

(Q.) pp. 140-141. 

Tripatliy* SJ.^Prafulla Kumar 

Financial help to .'^pcunty pnaonor.— : 
(Q.) pp. 183-184. 

Votsrt* lioti for Control Loglolativo 
Aitombly and tho amount allottod for 
Myrnontingh 

Printing of—: (Q.) p. 12. 

War auhaofiption rtallaod from Bongat 
diatriett and tho mothod of ooMooting 
thorn: (g.) pp. ‘M2-24C. 

Woavort of Bongal 

Kclicf to tho--: (g.) pp. r»4-(>7. 


tf 

wlthhoMhii Of lattar of imrlly priaiArt 

(Q.) p. m 

Wordaworth, Mr. W. C. ^ 

Diaousaion on the Non-official Reso- 
lution regaixling rel«Miuie of peroont 
c*onricte<l or detained under the 
Defeiicii of IrHlIa Act and Rules 
inoveil by Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee: 
pp. m, 301. 

Felicitation to Mr. Speaker: p. 315 . 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 

Demand for Grant under 8— Provincial 
Excise: pp. 110-111. 

Zemindars of flood and oyelono aHaotod 

ditlrlota 

Helii'l to (g.) pp. 01-02, 


B. O. Pre 80 - 1 » 42 - 4 S— 412 gA— 700 . 









